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Beauty’s  T  RIUMPH : 

SUPERIORITY 

O  F  T  H  E . 

Fair  Sex  invincibly  proved. 

WHEREIN 

The  Arguments  for  the  natural  Right 
of  Man  to  a  Sovereign  Authority  over  the 
Woman  are  fairly  urged,  and  undeniably 
refuted  ;  and  the  undoubted  Title  of  the 
Ladies,  even  to  a  Superiority  over  the  Men 
both  in  Head  and  Heart,  is  clearly  evinced  j 

SHEWING 

Their  Minds  to  be  as  much  more  beautiful  than 
the  Mens  as  their  Bodies  ;  and  that,  if  they  had 
the  fame  Advantages  of  Education,  they  would 
excel  their  Tyrants  as  much  in  Senfe  as  they  do 
in  Virtue. 

In  Three  Parts. 

_ _ 

The  Whole  interfpers’d  with  a  delightful  Variety  of 
Characters,  which  fome  of  the  molt  celebrated  Heroes 
and  Heroines  of  the  prefent  Time  have  had  the  Goodnefs 
to  fit  for. 
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SECTION  L 

The  Introduction, 

F  a  celebrated  Author  had  not  already 
told  us,  that  there  is  nothing  in  nature 
fo  much  to  he  wonder  d  at ,  as  that 

WE  CAN  WONDER  AT  ALL  *,  it  HSU  ft 

appear  to  every  one,  who  has  but  a  degree  of  under- 
ftanaing  above  the  idiot,  a  matter  of  the  greateft 
furprize,  to  obferve  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  pre» 
judice  and  cuftom  in  the  minds  of  Men ,  One  might 
narurally  expeft  to  fee  thofe  lordly  creatures,  as 
they  modeftly  ftile  themfelves,  every  where  jealous 
of  fuperiority,  and  watchful  to  maintain  it,  Inftead 
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of  which,  if  we  except  jithe  tyrannical  ufurpation  of 
authority  they  exert  over  us  Women ,  we  fhall  find 
them  indudrious  in  nothing  but  courting  the  meaneft 
fervitude.  Was  their  ambition  laudable  and  juft, 
k  would  be  confident  in  itfelf,  and  this  confiflency 
would  render  them  alike  imperious  in  every  cir- 
cumdance,  where  authority  is  requisite  and  juftifi- 
able.  And  if  their  brutal  ftrength  of  body  en¬ 
titled  them  to  lord  it  over  our  nicer  frame  •  the 
rightful  fuperiority  of  reafon  to  paffion  might  fuffice 
to  make  them  afhamed  of  fubmitting  that  noble 
principle  to  bafer  paffion,  prejudice,  and  groundlefs 
cudom.  If  this  haughty  fex  would  have  us  believe, 
they  have  a  natural  right  of  fuperiority  over  us3 
why  don’t  they  prove  their  charter  from  nature,  by 
making  ufe  of  reafon  to  fubdue  themfelves.  We 
know  we  have  reafon,  and  are  fenfible  that  it  is 
the  only  prerogative  nature  has  bedow’d  upon  us, 
to  life  us  above  the  fphere  of  fenfitive  Animals. 
And  the  fame  reafon,  which  points  us  out  our 
equality  with  them,  would  enable  us  to  difeern 
the  fuperiority  of  Men  over  us  3  if  we  could  dif- 
cover  in  them  the  lead  degree  of  fenfe  above  what 
we  ourfelves  poffefs.  But  k  will  be  impoffible  for 
us,  without  forfeiting  that  reafon,  ever  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  ourfelves  inferior  to  creatures,  who  make  no 
other  ufe  of  the  fenfe  they  boad  of,  than  meanly 
to  fubjed  it  to  the  paffions  they  have  in  common 
with  Brutes.  Were  we  to  fee  the  Men  every  where,- 
and  at  all  times,  m afters  of  themfelves,  and  their 
animal  appetites  in  a  per  fed  fubordination  to  their 
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rational  faculties,  we  fhould  have  fome  colour  to 
think  that  nature  defign’d  them  for  mailers  to  us, 
who  cannot  perhaps  always  boaft  of  fo  complete  a 
command  over  ourfelves.  But  how  is  it  poffible  for 
us  to  give  into  fuch  a  notion  5  while  we  fee  thofe 
very  men,  w-hofe  ambition  of  afcendancy  over  us 
nothing  lefs  than  abfolute  dominion  can  fatiate,  court 
the  mo  ft  abjedt  flavery,  by  proftituting  reafon  to 
their  groveling  paffions,  fufFering  fenfe  to  be  led 
away  captive  by  prejudice,  and  facrificing  juftice, 
truth,  and  honour  to  inconfiderate  cuftom  ? 

How  many  things  do  thefe  mighty  wife  creatures 
hold  for  undoubted  truths,  without  being  able  to 
aflign  a  reafon  for  any  one  of  their  opinions  ?  The 
caufe  of  which  is,  that  they  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
hurried  away  by  appearances.  With  them,  what 
feems  true  muft  be  fo  ;  becaufe  the  light,  in  which 
they  eye  things,  (lands  them  in  the  (lead  of  convic¬ 
tion,  Where  they  want  evidence  in  the  principles, 
fallacy  helps  them  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  with  chime¬ 
ras  in  their  inference.  In  a  word,  as  they  fuppofe 
without  reafon,  fo  they  difcourfe  without  grounds  % 
and  therefore  would  have  as  flrongly  maintain’d  the 
negative  of  what  they  affert,  if  cuftom  and  the  im- 
predion  of  the  fenfes  had  determin’d  them  to  it  after 
the  fame  manner. 

But  a  few  ages  ago,  the  belief  of  the  Antipodes 
was  a  herefy  in  philofophy.  Ignorance,  dignified 
with  the  prerogative  of  cuftom,  and  fuppomd  by 
the  feemings  of  reafon,  intruded  the  contrary  Opi¬ 
nion  \  and  the  graved  Philofophers  were,  or  af- 
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fected  to  be,  fo  well  convinced  of  it,  that  it  wasaa 
argument  of  the  utmoft  arrogance  to  attempt  to  fet 
them  right.  And  yet  the  matter  has  been  fince  fo 
unqueftionably  proved,  that  nothing  but  the  height 
of  madnefs,  or  the  depth  of  ignorance,  can  now 
countenance  a  doubt  of  it. 

The  conftant  revolution  of  days  and  years  de¬ 
termin’d  the  wifakers  of  old  to  affert,  that  all  the 
celeftial  orbs  move  round  the  earth  :  And  cuftom, 
ever  prevailing  cuftom,  drags  the  major  part  of  our 
cotemporary  book-worms  to  follow  their  opinion. 
Whereas  the  very  fame  Phafes ,  if  we  maturely 
conftder,  may  equally  incline  us  to  think,  that  the 
earth  itfelf  is  a  planet,  and  moves  with  the  reft  of 
the  planets  round  the  fun.  What  mighty  fuperiority 
of  reafon  then  have  thefe  over-grown  boys  over 
Idler  children  ?  Both  argue  alike  from  appearances : 
The  former  fee,  from  the  diverfified  pofitions  of 
the  earth  and  fun,  that  there  is  motion  in  one  of 
them  *,  and,  becaufe  they  feel  not  the  agitation  in 
riie  earth  they  ftand  upon,  therefore,  precipitately 
conclude,  that  it  is  the  fun  moves  round  them,  and 
not  they  round  the  fun.  The  latter,  infenfible  of 
the  motion  of  a  coach,  fancy,  when  in  one,  that 
the  houfes  pafs  by  them,  and  not  they  by  the  houfes. 
Are  not  both  led  in  their  judgments  by  like  princi¬ 
ples  ?  yet  with  this  difference  ftill,  that  real  infants 
are  lefs  obftinate  in  error,  and  more  ready  to  be  fet 
right,  then  the  others. 

Ii)  like  manner,  the  wild  favages  in  the  Indies , 
(who,  by  the  bye3  are  neverthelefs  of  the  fame 
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fpecies  with  our  domeftic  ones  at  home)  for  want 
of  knowing  the  mechanifm  of  a  clock,  are  apt  to 
attribute  it’s  movements  to  invifible  fpirits  within 
it ;  while  your  blind  followers  of  Des  Cartes  blufli 
not,  to  take  upon  religious  truft,  from  him,  that 
the  whole  animal  creation  confifts  but  of  different 
kinds  of  Automata ,  or  felf-moving  clock-work  5 
notwithflanding  it’s  being  pretty  well  known,  that 
their  maker  himfelf  had  too  much  fenfe  to  believe 
his  own  fyftem,  having  invented  it  only  to  amufe 
and  impofe  upon  Simpletons. 

The  Men*  who  have  taken  care  to  engrofs  the 
affairs  of  Religion ,  as  well  as  of  civil  life,  to  their 
own  management,  are  no  more  guided  in  that  than 
in  any  thing  elfe  by  the  didlates  of  reafon.  The 
religion  they  were  bred  up  in  they  blindly  prefer  to 
all  others,  without  being  able  to  give  any  flronger 
proof  of  it’s  being  the  beft,  than  that  it  was  th& 
faith  of  their  fore-fathers.  Upon  the  ftrength  of 
this  prejudice,  they  adhere  to  it  as  the  only  true 
one  5  and,  without  ever  examining  into  it,  or  com¬ 
paring  it  with  others,  they  condemn  all  befide  it 
as  erroneous.  Is  not  this  the  cafe  with  moil  of  the 
Men ,  our  clergy  not  excepted.  No  country  pleafes 
a  man  fo  well  as  his  own ;  nay,  fo  far  is  he  apt  to 
carry  prejudice,  that  he  can  feldom  be  induced  to 
do  juftice  to  any  other  nation,  even  where  truth  is 
on  it’s  fide,  if  the  honour  and  intereft  of  his  own 
are  at  flake  :  And  this  is  a  foiblethe  very  beft  Men 
are  equally  fubjecl  to.  Nay,  fuch  is  the  imbecillity 
of  that  /ext  even  beyond  ours,  that  even  profeffions 
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arc  a  matter  of  prejudice  $  and  a  Fool  of  our  own 
is  often  more  acceptable  in  company  than  a  wife 
man  of  another  calling.  The  very  inequality  of 
fiations,  which  pride,  ambition,  and  other  like 
caufes  have  introduced  among  Men,  has  deceived 
multitudes  of  them  into  a  notion  that  the  fame  ine¬ 
quality  is  in  Men  themfelves. 

If  we  allow  ourfelves  but  time  to  trace  this  diver- 
fity  of  vulgar  errors  up  to  the  fountain-head ;  fhall 
we  be  able  to  find  them  any  other  fource  than  into- 
reft  and  cuftom  ?  And  yet  fuch  is  the  prevalence, 
which  cuftom,  ever  fo  wrongly  introduced,  has  over 
the  minds  of  the  Meny  that  it  requires  much  lefs 
difficulty  to  wean  them  from  fentiments,  which 
they  themfelves  have  built  on  the  moft  convincing 
evidences  of  reafon  and  truth,  than  to  draw  them 
from  the  prejudices  which  cuftom  has  inftill’d  into 
them. 

I  fhould  never  have  done,  was  I  to  reckon  up 
the  many  groundlefs  notions  the  Men  are  led  into  by 
cuftom :  of  which  there  is  none  more  abfurd  than  that 
of  the  great  difference  they  make  between  their  own 
lex  and  ours.  Yet  it  muft  be  own’d,  that  there  is 
not  any  vulgar  error  more  antient  or  univerfal.  For 
the  learned  and  illiterate  alike  are  prepofleft  with 
the  opinion,  that  Men  are  really  fuperior  to  Women , 
and  that  the  dependence  we  now  are  in  is  the  very 
Itate  which  nature  pointed  out  for  us. 

Seif-prais’d ,  and  grafping  at  defpotick  Power , 

They  look  on  Slavery  as  the  female  Dow'r 
:  To 
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To  Nature* s  Boon  afcribe  what  Force  has  given  3 

And  Ufurpatlon  deem  the  Gift  of  Heaven . 

'So  that  to  advance  the  contrary  dodlrine,  after  fa 
Jong  a  prepofteffion,  muft  appear  as  great  a  paradox 
as  it  did  fome  years  ago  to  affert,  that  on  the  nether 
furface  of  the  globe  there  were  men  who  walk’d  with 
their  heads  downwards  to  us ;  and  whether  the  one 
be  not  as  agreeable  to  truth  as  the  other*  will  heft 
be  found  on  a  fair  trial.  But  what  judge  fhail  we 
have  recourfe  to,  or  what  evidence  can  be  admitted 
in  an  affair  of  fo  delicate  a  nature  as  this,  whereon 
depends  the  right  of  one  half  the  creation,  which 
ever  fide  prevails? 

All  the  witnefs  we  defire  to  be  allow’d,  is  plain 
mdfgmfed  truth  7  and  if  the  Men  have  but  generofxty 
enough  left  to  admit  this  evidence,  we  ftiall  have  no 
room  to  fear  any  they  can  bring  in  Contradiction  to 
it.  We  are  willing,  for  charity’s  fake,  to  hope3 
that,  however  they  may  be  difpofed,  they  will  at 
leaft  bluili  to  make  any  exceptions  again  ft  a  witnefs 
fo  unqueftionably  impartial. 

But  who  fhail  the  matter  be  tried  by  ?  We  our* 
fclves  are  too  nearly  concerned  in  the  decifion,  to  be 
admitted  even  as  witneffes  in  the  trial,  much  lefe 
as  judges  of  the  caufe  y  and  the  fame  confideration 
equally  excludes  the  Men  from  acting  in  it  in  either 
capacity.  And  yet  fo  far  are  we  from  having  any, 
thing  to  apprehend  from  the  defedt  of  juftice  in  our 
pretenfions,  that  if  the  Men  were  ever  fo  little  more 
candid  and  lefs  corrupted  in  their  judgments  than 

they 
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they  really  are,  we  would  readily  fubfcribe  to  their 
own  fentence.  But  as  the  cafe  now  (lands,  we  mud 
appeal  to  a  more  impartial  arbitrator. 

Hitherto  the  difference  between  the  fexes  has  been 
but  very  (lightly  touch’d  upon.  Neverthelefs,  the 
Men^  bias’d  by  cuftom,  prejudice,  and  interefl, 
have  heretofore  prefumed  boldly  to  pronounce  fen- 
fence  in  their  own  favour,  becaufe  poffeflion  em¬ 
power’d  them  to  make  violence  take  place  of  juftice. 
And  thz  Men  of  our  times,  without  trial  or  exami¬ 
nation,  have  taken  the  fame  liberty  from  the  report 
of  other  Men,  Whereas  to  judge  foundly  whether 
their  fex  has  received  from  nature  any  real  fuper. 
eminence  beyond  ours,  they  (hould  entirely  dived 
themfelves  of  all  inter efi  and  partiality^  and  fuffer 
no  bare  reports  to  fill  the  place  of  argument, 
efpecially  if  the  reporter  be  a  party  immediately 
concern’d. 

If  a  Man  could  thus  put  off  the  partiality  attach’d 
to  felff  and  put  on  for  a  minute  a  (late  of  neutrality, 
he  would  be  able  to  fee,  and  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  prejudice  and  precipitance  are  the  chief 
caufes  of  fetting  lefs  value  upon  Women  than  Men , 
and  giving  fo  much  greater  excellence  and  nobility 
to  the  latter  than  to  the  former.  In  a  word,  were 
the  Men  Pbilofophers ,  in  the  drift  fenfe  of  the  term, 
they  would  be  able  to  fee,  that  nature  invincibly 
proves  (at  lead)  an  equality  in  our  fex  with  their 
own* 

But  as  there  are  extremely-  few  among  them  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuch  an  abftrafted  way  of  thinking,  they 
'  have 
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have  no  more  right  to  ad  the  judges  in  this  matter 
than  ourfelves*,  and  therefore,  we  mud  be  obliged 
to  appeal  to  a  more  impartial  judge ,  one  incapable  of 
inclining  to  either  fide,  and  confequently  unfufpeCted 
on  both.  This  I  apprehend  to  be  rectified  reajon , 
as  it  is  a  pure  intellectual  faculty,  elevated  above  the 
confideration  of  any  fex,  and  equally  concern’d  in 
the  welfare  of  the  whole  rational  fpecies.  To  this 
Judge  we  leave  our  caufe  ;  by  the  decifion  of  this 
we  are  prepared  to  hand  or  fall  5  and  if,  upon  the 
evidence  of  truths  reafon  fhould  declare  us  inferior 
to  Men  1  we  will  chearfully  acquiefce  in  the  fentence. 

But  what  if  we  obtain  a  decree  in  our  favour,  up¬ 
on  impartial  examination  ?  Why  then  all  the  au¬ 
thority,  which  thzMen  have  exerted  over  us  hither¬ 
to,  will  appear  an  unjuft  ufurpation  on  their  fide  5 
for  which  nothing  can  make  a  tolerable  atonement, 
but  their  reftoring  us  to  the  date  of  equality  nature 
fird  placed  us  in.  And  till  they  do  that,  the  fan¬ 
cied  wrongs  they  charge  upon  our  whole  fex,  tho’ 
but  applicable (//  at  all )  to  a  very  fmall  number 
among  us,  whom  I  don’t  pretend  to  judify,  can 
only  be  looked  upon  as  very  moderate  reprifals  up¬ 
on  theirs.  < 

To  fet  this  whole  matter  then  in  as  clear  a  light 
as  poffible,  it  will  be  necefiary  to  clear  our  ideas, 
by  feparating  the  fictitious  from  the  real,  the  obfcure 
from  the  evident,  fuppofition  from  matter  of  faCt, 
feemings  from  entities,  practice  from  principle, 
belief  from  knowledge,  doubt  from  certainty,—  and 
inter  eft  and  prejudice  from  juft  ice  and  found  judgment. 

C  ’  Here 
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Here  let  us  fix  our  foot,  hence  take  our  view? 

And  learn,  to  try  falfe  merit  by  the  true , 

To  this  end  therefore  we  muft  examine,  in  order, 
what  are  the  general  notions  which  the  Men  entertain 
of  our  fex,  on  what  grounds  they  build  their  opi¬ 
nions,  and  what  are  the  effects  to  us  and  to  them- 
felves  of  the  treatment  we  receive  from  them,  in 
confequence  of  their  prefent  opinion.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  little  treatife,  I  fball  alfo  occafionally  exa¬ 
mine,  whether  there  be  any  effential  difference  be- 
tween  the  fexes  which  can  authorize  the  fuperiority 
the  Men  claim  over  the  Women  •,  and  what  are  the 
caufes  of,  and  who  are  accountable  for,  the  feeming 
difference  which  makes  the  fum  of  their  plea.  And 
if,  upon  mature  confideration,  it  appears,  that  there 
is  no  other  difference  between  Men  and  Us  than  what 
their  tyranny  has  created,  it  will  then  be  evident 
how  unjuft  they  are  in  excluding  us  from  that  power 
and  dignity  we  have  a  right  to  fhare  with  them, 
how  ungenerous  in  denying  us  the  equality  of  efteetn 
which  is  our  due,  and,  how  little  reafon  they  have 
to  triumph  in  the  bafe  poifeffion  of  an  authority 
which  unnatural  violence  and  lawlefs  ufurpation  put 
into  their  hands.  Then  let  them  juftify,  if  they 
can,  the  little  meanneffes,  not  to  mention  thegroffer 
barbarities,  which  they  daily  pradtife  towards  that 
part  of  the  creation  whofe  happinefs  is  fo  infeparably 

link’d  with  their  own. 
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SECT.  II. 

In  what  efteem  the  Women  are  held  by  the 

Men,  and  how  jujily* 


WAS  every  individual  Man  to  divulge  hia 
thoughts  of  our  fex,  all  would  be  found 
unanimous  in  declaring,  that  we  are  made  only  for 
their  ufe,  that  we  are  fit  only  to  breed  and  nurfe 
children,  to  mind  houfehold  affairs,  and  to  obey* 
ferve3  and  pleafe  our  tyrannic  mailers. 

-  :  '■  ■  '  •  '  '  '  I  -  ■  ■  1  (  - 

Women,  the  Toys  of  Mm ,  and  Slaves  of  Luft , 

Are  but  mere  Moulds  to  form  Man's  outward  Crufts 
The  heavenly  Spark ,  that  animates  the  Clay, 

Of  the  prime  Ejfence  that  effulgent  Ray , 

Th'  enobting  Soul ,  is  all  to  Man  confin'd , 

Not  meanly  jquanderd  on  weak  Woman-kind m 

All  this  is  very  fine,  and,  amidft  a  feraglio  of 
Haves,  could  not  but  found  mighty  well  from  the 
mouth  of  an  IJhma  elite.  Yet  1  cannot  help  think¬ 
ing  it  of  a  (lamp  with  all  thofe  fantaflical  expreffions, 
which,  tho3  eafily  advanc’d,  can  never  be  prov’d. 

Men  feem  to  conclude,  that  all  other  creatures 
were  made  for  them,  becaufe  they  themfelves  were 
not  created  till  all  were  in  readinefs  for  them.  How 
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far  this  reafoning  will  hold  good,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  fay.  But,  if  it  has  any  weight  at  all,  I 
am  fure  it  muft  rather  prove,  that  the  Men  were 
made  for  our  ufe  than  we  for  their’s,  as  we  were  not 
produc'd  till  they  were  form’d  to  receive  us,  and 
till  it  was  judg’d  by  the  Creator  himfelf,  that  they 
could  not  be  happy  without  our  Society. 

That  the  province  of  breeding  children  belongs 
folely  to  us,  is  as  certain,  as  that  the  office  of  getting 
them  is  wholly  their’s.  And  if  the  latter  entitles 
them  to  any  degree  of  public  efteem  and  refpect, 
furely  the  former  entitles  us  to  an  equal  (hare* 
fince  the  immediate  concurrence  of  both  is  fo  efien- 
tially  neceffary  for  the  propagation  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  that  either  without  the  other  would  be  entirely 
ufelefs.  Where  then  is  the  reafon  for  under-rating 
us,  or  claiming  fuperiority  over  us,  for  an  office 
in  life,  in  which  they  bear  fo  equal  a  ffiare  with  us? 
It  is  too  well  known  to  be  diftembled,  that  the  office 
of  nurfing  children  is  held  by  the  Men  in  a  defpi- 
cable  light,  as  fomething  low  and  degrading. 
Whereas,  had  they  nature  for  their  guide,  they 
would  not  need  to  be  told,  that  there  is  no  employ¬ 
ment  in  a  common-wealth  which  deferves  more 
honour,  or  greater  thanks  and  rewards.  Let  it  be 
confider’d  what  are  the  advantages  accruing  to  man¬ 
kind  from  it,  and  it’s  merit  muft  ftand  immediately 
confeft.  Nay,  I  know  not  whether  it  may  not 
appear  to  render  Women  deferving  of  the  firft  places 
in  civil  fociety. 
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Why 5  or  to  what  end,  do  the  individuals  of  hu¬ 
man  fpecies  aftociate  together,  but  for  the  better 
prefervation  of  life,  and  the  peaceable  enjoyment 
of  every  thing  conducive  to  that  purpofe  ?  Do  not 
fuch  then  as  contribute  the  moft  to  thefe  public 
advantages  deferve  the  greateft  ihare  of  public 
efteem  ?  And  who  are  thefe  but  the  Women ,  in  the 
generous  difinterefled  employ  of  nurfing  the  Men  in 
their  infancy  ? 

It  is  from  this  principle  that  princes  are  confidef'd 
as  the  chief  perfons  in  the  ftate,  and  in  quality  of 
fuch  receive  the  firft  honours  of  it ;  that  is,  becaufe 
they  are  at  leaft  fuppofed  to  have  the  greateft  fliare 
of  toil  care  and  forefight  for  the  profperity  of  the 
public  weal :  So,  in  proportion,  we  pay  more  or  lefs 
of  that  refpe<ft  to  fuch  as  are  under  the  Sovereign, 
at  a  lelTer  or  greater  diftance  from  him,  becaufe  the 
nearer  or  farther  off  they  are  from  fharing  with  him 
in  the  fatigues  of  ferving  the  public,  the  more  or 
lefs  ufeful  to  fociety  they  muft  be  conhdersd.  For 
the  fame  reafon,  we  are  apt  to  prefer  foldiers  to 
gownf-men  ;  becaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  ft  and  as 
a  bulwark  between  us  and  our  enemies.  And  all 
mankind  give  to  perfons  fuch  a  degree  of  refpecft 
as  they  fuppofe  them  to  merit  by  being  ufeful. 
And  fince  this  is  the  cafe  throughout  life,  are  not 
the  Womens  by  the  very  fame  rule,  entitled  to  the 
greateft  fhare  of  public  efteem,  who  are  incompa¬ 
rably  the  greateft  contributors  to  the  public  good  ? 
Men  can  abfolutely  difpenfe  with  princes,  mer¬ 
chants,  foldiers,  lawyers,  &c,  as  they  did  in  the 
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beginning  of  time,  and  as  favages  do  ft  ill.  But 
can  they  in  their  infancy  do  without  nurfes  ?  And 
ftnce  they  themfelves  are  too  awkward  for  that  im¬ 
portant  office,  are  not  Women  indifpenfably  wanted  ? 
In  a  peaceful  orderly  ftate,  the  major  part  of  Men 
are  ufelefs  in  their  office,  with  all  their  authority  $ 
but  Women  will  never  ceafe  to  be  ufeful,  while  there 
are  Men,  and  thofe  Men  have  children.  Of  what 
other  ufe  are  Judges,  Magiftrates,  and  their  depen¬ 
dant  officers  in  the  execution  of  juftice,  any  more 
than  to  fecure  their  property  to  perfons,  who,  if  the 
Conftitution  allowed  it,  wou’d  perhaps  be  able  to  do 
themfelves  juftice  in  a  more  exad  and  expeditious 
manner?  But  Women,  more  truly  ufeful,  are  employ’d 
in  preferving  their  lives  to  enjoy  that  property. 
Soldiers  are  efteem’d  and  rewarded  becaufe  engaged 
in  defending  full-grown  Men^  who  are  equally,  and 
often  more,  capable  of  defending  themfelves.  How 
much  more  then  is  our  lex  worthy  their  efteem  and 
gratitude,  who  watch  and  labour  for  their  fafety,  when 
as  yet  they  know  not  what  they  are,  are  unable  to 
diftinguifh  between  friends  and  foes,  and  are  naked 
of  every  defence  but  that  of  tears !  If  princes  and 
ftatefmen  fometimes  exert  themfelves  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public,  ambition  is  their  motive,  and  power, 
riches,  or  fplendor,  the  point  in  view.  But  our 
more  generous  fouls  are  bias’d  only  by  the  good  we 
do  to  the  children  we  breed  and  nurture :  Daily  ex¬ 
perience  reminding  us,  that  all  the  gratification  we 
can  hope  for  from  the  unnatural  creatures,  for  the 
almoft  infinite  pains,  anxieties,  care,  aud  affiduities 
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to  which  we  fubjed  ourfelves  on  their  account,  and 
which  cannot  be  matched  in  any  other  (late  of  civil 
fociety,  is  an  ungrateful  treatment  of  our  perfons, 
and  the  bafeft  contempt  of  our  fex  in  general.  Such 
the  generous  offices  we  do  them  :  Such  the  un¬ 
generous  returns  they  make  us  ! 

Surely  then  nothing  but  a  corrupt  imagination 
can  make  Men  look  upon  an  office  of  fuch  high 
importance  to  them,  as  mean  and  contemptible,  or 
as  lefs  valuable  than  it  really  is.  How  largely  are 
they  rewarded  who  fucceed  in  taming  a  tyger,  an 
elephant,  or  fuch  like  animals ;  and  fhall  JVomen 
be  negleded  for  fpending  years  in  the  taming  that 
fiercer  animal  Man  ?  If  the  fource  of  this  unjuft 
partiality  be  inquired  into,  we  Hiall  find,  that  the 
only  caufe  why  thefe  important  fervices  done  by 
us  are  too  little  valued,  is,  their  being  fo  frequent 
and  ufual. 

However,  as  the  pleafure,  which  the  generofity 
of  our  fex  makes  us  take  in  that  office,  is  fufficient  to 
make  us  difcharge  ourfelves  of  it  with  the  utmoft 
tendernefs,  without  any  view  of  reward,  I  do  not 
here  mean  to  complain  of  our  receiving  none.  I 
would  only  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  our  being  fo 
much  more  capable  than  the  male  kind  to  execute 
that  office  well,  no  ways  proves  us  unqualified  to 
execute  any  other.  Indeed,  the  Men  themfelves 
feem  tacitly  agreed  to  acknowledge  as  much  :  But 
then,  according  to  their  wonted  difintereftednefs, 
they  are  ftill  for  confining  all  our  other  Talents  to 
the  pleafant  limits  of  obeying  and  gratifying  our 
mailers.  That 
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That  they  are  our  matters,  they  take  for  granted  i 
but  by  what  title  they  are  fo,  not  one  of  them  is 
able  to  make  out.  And  yet  fo  univerially  received 
is  this  notion  among  them,  that  it  every  where  pre¬ 
vails,  from  the  prince  to  the  peafant.  Nay,  I 
myfelf  was  accidentally  witnefs  to  the  diverting 
fcene  of  a  journeyman  taylor’s  beating  his  wife 
about  the  ears  with  a  neck  of  mutton,  to  make  her 
know,  as  he  faid,  her  fovereign  lord  and  mafter. 
And  yet  this,  perhaps,  is  as  valid  an  argument  as 
the  beft  of  their  fex  is  able  to  produce,  only  con¬ 
vey’d  in  a  dirtier  manner. 

But  be  this  as  it  may,  whether  nature  defign’d 
them  for  our  matters  or  not,  if  their  injundions 
were  the  fober  didates  of  found  reafon,  we  fhou’d 
find  the  yoke  of  obedience  an  agreeable  weight  -9 
fince,  obeying  them,  we  ttiould  but  fubmit  our  will 
to  reafon9  and  ad  like  thofe  intelligent  beings  we 
know  ourfelves  to  be.  And  that,  generally  fpeaking, 
the  fVomen  are  more  inclined  *  fo  to  do  than  the 
Men9  where  every  circumftance  is  parallel,  is  too 
well  known  to  admit  of  a  doubt.  But  then  it 
wou’d  be  putting  ourfelves  upon  the  level  with 
brutes,  to  defcend  to  a  compliance  with  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  their  commands  ;  fince  that  alone  wou’d 
fuffice  to  degrade  us,  and  render  us  as  defpicable  as 
the  upright  unfeather’d  animals  who  impofe  them 
upon  us. 

Matters  then,  or  not  matters,  they  have  but  one 
of  thefe  two  ways  to  chufe  in  exerting  their  pretended 
authority  :  Either  let  them,  as  ufual,  fuit  their 
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commands  to  their ; paflons ,  in  oppofition  to  reafen$ 
and  then  none  but  Women ,  as  irrational  as  them¬ 
felves,  will  obey  them  5  a  pre-eminence  which  no 
Woman  of  fenfe  will  envy  them :  Or,  let  reafon 
fpeak  in  their  orders,  and  all  Women  of  fenfe  will 
iiflen  to  that ;  tho’  the  Men  fhou’d  tickle  themfelves 
with  the  notion,  that  our  obedience  is  paid  merely 
to  their  injunctions. 

Were  the  Men  to  make  choice  of  the  latter,  we 
would  indulge  them  the  innocent  liberty  of  fancy¬ 
ing  themfelves  mailers,  while  we,  delighted  with 
feeing  all  the  authority  placed  in  reafon ,  where  it 
fhould  be,  mull  know  that  each  fex  wou’d  have  the 
privilege  of  conveying  its  influences  to  the  other 
in  their  turns.  And  if  Man  had  fleadinefs  enough 
to  conform  all  his  injunctions  to  the  didates  of  rea- 
[on  5  the  fame  fleadinefs  wou’d  induce  him  to  yield 
to  thofe  dictates,  when  Woman  was  the  means  of 
conveying  them.  No  matter  by  what  mouth  reafon 
ipeaks.  If  Men  were  ftridly  attach’d  to  it ;  whe¬ 
ther  we  or  they  were  the  vehicles  of  its  decifion,  we 
Ihou’d  on  both  Tides  be  equally  determin’d  by  it. 
But  the  cafe  is  at  prefent  quite  otherwife.  The  Men% 
who  cannot  deny  us  to  be  rational  creatures,  wou’d 
have  us  juftify  their  irrational  opinion  and  treatment 
of  us,  by  our  defending  to  a  mean  compliance  with 
their  irrational  expedations.  But  I  hope,  while 
Women  have  any  fpirk  left,  they  will  exert  it  all3 
in  (hewing  how  worthy  they  are  of  better  ufage, 
by  not  fubmitdng  tamely  to  fuch  mifplaced  ar¬ 
rogance* 


To 
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To  floop  to  fome  regard  for  the  ftrutting  things 
is  not  enough  ;  to  humour  them  more  than  we  cou*d 
childen,  with  any  tolerable  decency,  is  too  little  % 
they  mull  be  ferved  forfooth.  Pretty  creatures  in¬ 
deed  !  How  worthy  do  they  appear  of  this  boafted 
pre-eminence.  To  require  us  to  be  their  drudges, 
whom  they  are  forced  to  court  and  decoy  into  their 
power  by  the  rooft  pitiful  cringes  !  Upon  what  title 
do  they  build  a  claim  to  our  devoirs  clearer  or  more 

valid  than  we  can  fhew  to  theirs  ? 

* 

If  brutal  ftrength,  in  which  we  acknowledge  their 
pre-eminence,  is  a  fufBcient  plea  for  their  trampling 
upon  us,  the  lion  has  a  much  better  title  over  the 
whole  creation.  But  that  is  a  more  generous  kind 
of  brute  than  thofe  we  are  fpeaking  of,  and  there¬ 
fore  fcorns  to  exert  its  ftrength  where  it  finds  too 
great  a  difproportion,  even  in  an  adverfary. 

I  allow  indeed,  we  ought  to  make  it  part  of  our 
bufinefs  to  pleafe  the  poor  things,  if  the  attempt 
were  likely  tofucceed*  It  would  be  quite  barbarous 
to  let  a  child  cry,,  if  a  rattle  would  keep  it  quiet. 
But  the  misfortune  is,  that  it  is  a  ftudy  for  life  to 
find  out  a  means  of  pleafing  thefe  greater  and  more 
ftubborn  brats.  I  have  heard,  it  is  a  vulgar  pro¬ 
verb,  that  the  devil  is  good-humoured  when  he  is 
pleafed ,  and  if  this  proverb,  like  others,  be  founded 
on  experience,  it  is  a  proof,  the  devil  can  be 
pleafed  fometimes.  I  wiih  as  good  an  argument 
could  be  brought  to  prove  that  the  Men  can  ever 
fee  fo.  But  fuch  is  the  fantaftical  compofiuon  of 
their  nature,  that  the  more  pains  are  taken  in  endea¬ 
vouring 
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souring  to  pleafe  them,  the  3efs,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  is  the  labour  like  to  prove  fuccefsfu! ;  or  if  ever 
it  does,  the  reward  never  pays  the  expence.  And 
furely  the  Women  were  created  by  heaven  for  fome 
worthier  end  than  to  labour  in  vain  their  whole  life 
long. 

I  forelee  it  may  be  urged,  that  we  cannot  be  faid 
to  fpend  our  lives  in  vain,  while  we  are  anfwering 
the  end  of  our  creation :  And  as  we  were  created 
for  no  other  end  than  for  the  Men' s  ufe,  our  only 
bufinefs  is  to  be  fubjedt  to  and  pleafe  them ;  Nei¬ 
ther  fhall  we  be  anfwerable  for  negledling  every 
thing  elfe,  becaufe  God  has  not  given  us  a  capacity 
for  more.  But  this  mull  appear,  from  what  I  have 
already  faid,  and  fhall  hereafter  more  fully  fhew, 
begging  the  queflion  ;  and  fuppoling  what  fhould 
(but  cannot)  be  proved. 

There  are  fome  however  more  condefcending, 
and  gracious  enough  to  confefs,  that  many  Women 
have  wit  and  condudt  >  but  yet  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  even  fuch  of  us  as  are  moft  remarkable  for  either 
or  both,  {till  betray  fomething  which  fpeaks  the 
imbecillity  of  our  fex.  This  filly  groundlefs  notion, 
o’er-whelm’d  by  a  multitude  of  inftances  to  the 
contrary,  was  finking  into  its  due  oblivion,  when, 
for  want  of  fomeching  better  to  employ  his  pen,  a 
certain  whifler  was  pleafed  lately  to  revive  it  in  one 
of  the  weekly  *  papers,  left  this  age  fhould  be  ig¬ 
norant  what  fools  there  have  been  among  his  fex  in 
former  times. 

•  Common  Senfe,  September,  1739. 
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To  give  us  a  fample  then  of  the  wifdom  of  his 
fex,  he  tells  us,  that  it  was  always  the  opinion  of 
the  wifed  among  them,  that  Women  are  never  to 
be  indulged  the  fweets  of  liberty  *9  but  ought  to  pafs 
their  whole  lives  in  a  (late  of  fubordination  to  the 
Meny  and  in  an  abfolute  dependance  upon  them. 
And  the  reafon  aflign’d  for  fo  extravagant  an  affer- 
£ion,  is  our  not  having  a  fufficient  capacity  to  go¬ 
vern  ourfelves. 

Wretches  accurfdd  !  hy  hell's  Hack  council  driven 
bus  to  debafe  the  fair  eft  work  of  heavn* 

It  mutt  be  obferved,  that  fo  bold  a  tenet 
ought  to  have  better  proofs  to  fupport  it  than  the 
bare  word  of  the  perfons  who  advance  it  y  as  their 
being  parties ,  fo  immediately  concern’d,  muft  ren¬ 
der  ail  they  fay  of  this  kind  highly  fufpicious.  How¬ 
ever,  (ince  we  are  equally  fufpedlible  on  that  account 
as  they  are,  it  muff  be  to  as  little  purpofe  for  us  to 
deny  it ;  unlefs  it  be  to  put  them  upon  the  proof. 
And  doubtlefs,  creatures  of  fuch  profound  wifdom 
as  thefe  Men  are,  if  we  take  their  own  word,  wou’d 
never  attempt  to  aiTert  any  thing  fo  pofitively,  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  back  it  with  the  bed  of  evidence. 
Let  us  fee  then,  upon  what  grounds  they  build  thefe 
extravagant  notions  of  our  fex,  and  how  far  they 
will  (land  the  ted  of  truth  and  reafon  b  that  we  may 
give  into  their  opinion^,  or  reject  it. 
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SECTION  III. 

Whether  Women  are  inferior  to  Men  in  their 
intellectual  capacity ,  or  not . 

IN  the  firft  place  then,  according  to  them,  <c  the 
cC  greatefl  part  of  our  fex  have  but  fhort  lucid 

iC  intervals^  . . but  fudden  flaflies  of  reafon, 

<c  which  vanifh  in  a  minute ;  . — - —  we  have  a 
<c  refemblance  of  that  planet,  which  is  dark  of  itfeJf, 

and  only  fhines  by  borrow’d  light  ^  - . — —  our 

wit  has  but  a  falfe  luftre,  more  fit  to  furprize 
*c  admiration  than  deferve  it ;  — — —we  are  enemies 
<c  to  reflection ;  —  the  majority  of  us  only  reafon  at 
“  hazard,  think  by  Tallies,  and  difeourfe  by  rote.’* 
A  heavy  charge  this,  to  be  laid  againft  the  majority 
of  Women.  But  granting  it,  for  argument’s  fake, 
to  be  literally  true,  is  it  not  as  undeniably  true,  thaE 
the  very  fame  charge  may  be  equally  retorted  on 
the  majority  of  Men?  And  yet  would  they  not 
triumphantly  alledge  it  as  a  proof  of  our  weak  fenfe, 
were  we  to  conclude,  in  their  way,  that  all  the  Men 
therefore  ought  to  be  perpetually  under  our  guardi- 
anfhip  ?  A  little  experience  is  fufficient  to  demon- 
Urate  how  much  fitter  we  are  to  be  guardians  over 
them,  than  they  are  to  be  fuch  over  us.  Every 
young  maiden  is  qualified  to  be  the  miftrefs  and 

manager 
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manager  of  a  family,  at  an  age  when  the  Men  are 
icarce  fufceptible  of  the  precepts  of  a  mailer.  And 
the  only  fure  expedient  to  reclaim  a  young  fellow 
from  his  excefles,  and  render  him  ufeful  to  fociety, 
is  to  give  him  for  guardian  a  Wife*  who  may  reform 
him  by  her  example,  moderate  his  paiFions  by  her 
prudence,  and  win  him  from  his  debaucheries  by 
her  engaging  behaviour. 

So  far  then  are  the  Men  from  proving  their  prin¬ 
ciple  by  pradtice,  where  their  intereil  is  concern’d, 
that,  when  their  own  profound  wifdom  is  too  weak 
to  curb  the  more  unruly  among  them,  they  have  no 
other  recourfe  than  to  fhelter  them  under  our  tute¬ 
lage  :  Thus  contrad idling  in  fadl,  what  they  ad¬ 
vance  in  Words.  But  is  it  not  the  fear  of  making  us 
too  proud  of  ourfelves,  which  makes  them  contend, 
that  we  have  neither  folidity  nor  conflancy,  much 
lefs  that  depth  of  judgment  which  they  very  hum¬ 
bly  afcribe  to  themfelves?  Wherefore  elfe  do  they 
fo  wifely  conclude,  that  it  mud  abfolutely  have 
been  a  joint  effedl  of  divine  providence  and  their 
own  fovereign  fenfe,  which  debarr’d  us  of  fcisnces , 
government ,  and  public  offices  ?  If  we  permit  ’em  to 
give  a  Verdidl  for  themfelves, 

a  9Tis  Man9 s i  with  Knowledge  to  expand  the  Soul , 
And  wing  his  Eagle-flight  from  Pole  to  Pole ; 
'Pis  hlsy  to  pierce  Antiquity's  dark  Gloomy 
46  And  the  flill  thicker  Shades  of  Time  to  cotnc  ; 

*c  9Tis  hisy  to  guide  the  ponderous  Helm  of  State9 
And  bear  alone  all  Wifdom9 s  folid  Weight . 

.  .  “  While 
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While  Woman's  only  Science  is  to  move 
<c  The  fondling  Pajflons  and  the  baby  Love . 

«c  - — — ~Be  this  her  Doom , 

Fix'd  to  the  Toilette^  Spinets  and  the  Loom, 

Whether  there  be  any  folidity  in  this,  will  bed 
appear  on  a  fair  examination.  To  know  then* 
whether  Women  are  lefs  capable  of  the  fciences  than 
Men ,  we  mu  ft  confider  what  is  the  principle  by 
which  fciences  are  attained  ;  and  if  That  be  wanting, 
in  our  Sex,  or  lefs  perfect,  there  will  be  no  more 
requir’d  to  demonftrate  our  Antagonifts  are  in  the 
right.  But  if  that  principle  fhould  appear  to  be  as 
perfeCt  in  the  one  as  in  the  other ,  then  there  will  be 
great  reafon  to  fufpedt  the  Men  of  jealoufy  3  and  it 
cannot  be  rafti  to  fay,  that  their  only  reafon  for  ex¬ 
cluding  us  from  all  the  avenues  to  knowledge,  is  the 
fear  of  our  excelling  them  in  it. 

It  is  a  known  truth,  that  the  difference  of  fexes 
regards  only  the  body,  and  that  merely  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  propagation  of  the  Species.  But  the 
foul,  concurring  to  it  only  by  confent,  actuates  all 
after  the  fame  manner ;  fo  that  in  this  there  is  no 
fex  at  all.  There  is  no  more  difference  to  be  dis¬ 
cern’d  between  the  fouls  of  a  dunce  and  a  man  of 
wit,  or  of  an  illiterate  and  an  experienced  Perfon5 
than  between  a  boy  of  four  and  a  man  of  forty 
years  of  age.  And  fince  there  is  not  at  moft  any 
greater  difference  between  the  fouls  of  Women  and 
Men^  there  can  be  no  real  diverfity  contracted  from 
the  body ;  All  the  diverfity  then  muft  come  from 

education , 
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education ,  exerofe^  and  the  imprejjions  of  thofe  extern 
nal  obje&s  which  furround  us  in  different  Cir- 
cumdances. 

The  fame  Creator,  by  the  fame  laws,  unites  the 
fouls  of  Women  and  Men  to  their  refpedtive  bodies. 
The  fame  fentiments,  paffions,  and  propenfions, 
cement  that  union  in  both.  And  the  foul,  operating 
in  the  fame  manner  in  the  one  and  the  other,  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  the  very  fame  functions  in  both. 

To  render  this  dill  more  evident,  we  need  only 
confider  the  texture  of  the  head,  the  feat  of  the 
fciences  and  the  part  where  the  foul  exerts  itfelf 
mod.  All  the  refearches  of  Anatomy,  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  fhew  us  the  lead  difference  in  this  part 
between  Men  and  Women .  Our  brain  is  per¬ 
fectly  like  theirs.  We  receive  the  impreflions  of 
fenfe  as  they  [do.  We  range  and  prefer ve  ideas  for 
imagination  and  memory  as  they  do.  We  have 
all  the  organs  they  have,  and  apply  them  to  the 
fame  purpofes.  We  hear  with  ears,  fee  with  eyes, 
and  tade  with  a  tongue  as  well  as  they.  Nor  can 
there  be  any  difference  pointed  out  between  our 
organs  and  theirs,  but  that  ours  are  more  delicate, 
and  confequently  fitter  to  anfwer  the  ends  they 
were  made  for. 

Even  among  -  the  Men*  it  is  univerfally  obferv’d, 
that  the  more  grofs  and  lumpifh  are  commonly 
itupid  ;  and  the  more  elegantly  form’d  are  ever 
the  mod  fprightly.  The  reafon  is  plain  ;  The  foul, 
while  confined  to  the  body,  is  dependent  on  its  or¬ 
gans  in  all  its  operations  •,  and  therefore  the  more 
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free  or  clogg’d  thofe  organs  are,  the  more  or  lefs 
mud  the  foul  be  at  liberty  to  exert  itfelf.  Now  it 
Is  too  well  known  to  need  any  fupport,  that  the 
organs  in  our  fex  are  of  a  much  finer  and  more  de¬ 
licate  temperature  than  in  theirs  j  and  therefore, 
had  we  the  fame  advantages  of  ftudy  allow’d  us 
which  the  Men  have,  there  is  no  room  to  doubt* 
but  we  fihould  at  lead  keep  pace  with  them  in  the 
Sciences ,  and  every  branch  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

It  can  only  then  be  a  mean  dadardly  jealoufy  in 
them,  to  exclude  us  from  thofe  advantages,  in 
which  we  have  fo  natural  a  right  to  emulate  them. 
Their  pretext  for  fo  doing,  that  dudy  and  learning 
wou’d  make  Women  proud  and  vicious,  is  pitiful, 
capricious,  and  of  apiece  with  their  practice.  No: 
falfe  knowledge,  and  fuperficiai  learning,  only  can 
produce  fo  bad  an  effect.  For  true  knowledge  and 
folid  learning  mud,  cannot  but,  make  Women ,  as 
well  as  Men ,  both  more  humble  and  more  virtuous. 
And  it  mud  be  own’d,  that  if  a  little  fuperficiai 
knowledge  has  render’d  fame  of  our  fex  vain,  it 
equally  renders  many  of  theirs  infupporcable.  But 
that  is  no  reafon  why  folid  learning  fhould  be  de¬ 
nied,  or  not  inftill’d  into  either  j  rather  ought  the 
greater  pains  to  be  taken  to  improve,  in  both, 
every  difpofidon  to  the  fciences,  into  a  true  relifh 
for,  and  a  deep  knowledge  of,  them;,  according  to 
the  advice  of  one  of  their  brighteft  writers,  as  ap¬ 
plicable  to  any  fcience  as  to  it  is  poetry, 
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A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing  % 

Drink  deep>  or  tafte  not  the  Pierian  fpring  % 
*Ihere /hallow  draughts  intoxicate  the  brain> 

And  drinking  largely  fibers  us  again . 

It  is  a  common  notion,  that  mankind  need  not 
be  knowing  to  be  virtuous  *,  which  proceeds  from 
this,  that  we  fee  many  perfons,  who  are  reputed 
men  of  fenfe,  of  very  immoral  characters  *,  and 
therefore  is  it  falfely  concluded,,  that  knowledge  is 
not  only  unprofitable  in  kfelf  to  virtue,  but  even 
frequently  deftrudtive  of  it.  Whereas  it  wou’d  be 
eafy  to  prove,  that  the  knowledge  of  ourfelves  and 
of  many  other  things  is  highly  requifite  to  improve 
our  fenfe  of  moral  obligations:  Since  the  chief  rea- 
fon  which  is  to  be  affign’d  for  fo  many  perfons 
falling  into  vice  and  folly  fo  precipitately,  or  prac- 
tifing  virtue  fo  faintly,  is  their  being  ignorant  of 
themfelvcs,.  and  the  true  nature  of  things  :  And 
>  how  fliall  they  remove  this  ignorance  but  by  fcience 
and  ftudy  ? 

If  then  there  have  been  fome  of  our  fex  fo  affedled 
with  their  learning  as  to  become  afluming,  their 
fault  carries  its  excufe  with  it.  Either  they  have 
been  fuch  as  had  not  drank  deep  enough  to  learn  to 
be  humble,  or,  the  uncommonnefs  of  this  advan¬ 
tage  in  our  fex,  and  the  difficulties  they  mu  ft  have 
furmounted  who  have  attain’d  to  it,  will  apologize 
for  the  little  vanity  t  ey  may  have  fhewn.  As  a 
perfon  of  low  rank,  whofe  merit  and  induftry  have 

rai  fed' 
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railed  him  to  an  unufual  eminence,  may  be  excufed, 
if,  feeing  himfelf  advanc’d  above  the  fphere  of  his 
equals,  he  fliou’d  be  feized  with  forme  degree  of 
giddinefs.  Befides  that,  if  it  be  a  fault,  as  its 
wanting  an  apology  proves  it  to  be,  it  is  a  fault 
which  the  Men  themfelves  daily  fall  into.  And  yet 
neither  in  the  Men,  nor  in  the  Women ,  ought  it  to 
be  imputed,  as  a  blemifh,  to  the  Jciences  they  may 
pofTefs.  The  real  caufe  of  it  is,  that  they  who  are 
verfed  in  any  fcience  look  upon  themfelves  as  pof* 
fefs’d  of  fomething,  which  is  a  my  fiery  to  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  the  World.  But  let  the  matter  be  how  it 
will,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that,  fince  the  vanity 
of  the  learned  Men  greatly  furpafles  that  of  the 
learned  of  our  fex,  as  appears  from  the  frothy  titles 
the  former  arrogate  to  themfelves :  If  Women  were 
admitted  to  an  equal  ffiare  of  the  fciences,  and  the 
advantages  leading  to,  and  flowing  from  them, 
they  wou’d  be  much  lefs  fubjedl  to  the  vanity  they 
are  apt  to  occaflon. 

It  is  a  very  great  abfurdity,  to  argue  that  learn¬ 
ing  is  ufelefs  to  Women,  becaufe  forfooth  they  have 
not  a  fhare  in  public  offices,  which  is  the  end  for 
which  Men  apply  themfelves  to  it.  Virtue  and 
felicity  are  equally  requifite  in  a  private  as  in  a 
public  flation,  and  learning  is  a  neceflary  means  to 
both.  It  is  by  that  we  acquire  an  exa&nefs  of 
thought,  a  propriety  of  fpeech,  and  a  juftnefs  of 
aflion  Without  that  we  can  never  have  a  right 
knowledge  of  ourfelves :  It  is  that  which  enables  us 
to  diftinguifh  between  right  and  wrong,  true  and 

E  2  falfe  : 
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falfe :  And  finally,  that  alone  can  give  us  fkill  to 
regulate  our  paffions,  by  teaching  us,  that  true  hap- 
pinefs  and  virtue  confift  not  fo  much  in  enlarging  our 
pofiTeffions  as  in  contracting  our  defires. 

Befides,  let  it  be  obferved,  what  a  wretched  circle 
this  poor  way  of  reafoning  among  the  Men  draws 
them  infenfibly  into.  Why  is  learning  ufelefs  to  us? 
becaufe  we  have  no  fhare  in  public  offices.  And 
why  have  we  no  fhare  in  public  offices  ?  becaufe  we 
have  no  learning.  They  are  fenfible  of  the  in- 
juftice  they  do  us,  and  are  reduced  to  the  mean 
fhift  of  cloaking  it  at  the  expence  of  their  own 
reafon.  But  let  truth  fpeak  for  once:  Why  are 
they  fo  induftrious  to  debar  us  that  learning,  we 
have  an  equal  right  to  with  themfelves,  but  for  fear 
of  our  fharing  with,  and  outfhining  them  in,  thofe 
public  offices  they  fill  fo  miferably  ?  The  fame  for¬ 
did  felfifhnefs  which  urges  them  to  engrofs  all 
power  and  dignity  to  themfelves,  prompts  them 
to  fhut  up  from  us  that  knowledge  which  wou’d 
have  made  us  their  competitors. 

As  nature  feems  to  have  defign’d  the  Men  for 
our  drudges,  I  cou’d  eafily  forgive  them  the  ufur- 
pation  by  which  they  firft  took  the  trouble  of  public 
c  raployments  off'  our  hands,  if  their  injuftice  were 
content  with  flopping  there.  But  as  one  abyfs  calls 
on  another,  and  vices  feldom  go  fingle,  they  are 
not  finished  with  engroffing  all  authority  into  their 
own  hands,  but  are  confident  enough  to  afTert  that 
they  pofifefs  it  by  right.  Their  reafon  for  this  affer- 
tion  is  what  1  have  already  hinted,  viz,  becaufe  we 

were 
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were  form’d  by  nature  to  be  under  perpetual  fub- 
jedlion  to  them,  for  want  of  abilities  to  (hare  with 
them  in  government  and  public  offices . 

Like  mean  attendants  on  Life' s  ft  age  we're  feen 3 
Drawn  forth  to  filly  but  not  conduct ,  the  fcene . 

To  confute  this  mannijh  extravagance,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  fap  it  from  the  foundation  on  which  it 
is  built* 


i 


SECT. 
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Whether  the  Men  are  better  qualified  to  govern 

than  Women,  or  not . 

T  F  you  are  doting  enough  to  hold  upon  trud 
JL  what  the  Men  themfelves  fay,  you  are  to  take  it 
for  granted,  that  Women  are  fuch  fenfelefs  mortals 
by  nature,  as  to  be  abfolutely  incapable  of  taking 
the  lead  care  of  themfelves.  <c  It  is  therefore,  fay 
u  they,  a  cruel  tendernefs,  a  falfe  complaifance,  to 
abandon  the  fair-fex  to  their  own  condudl.  The 
more  they  are  made  to  pleafe  and  charm,  the 
a  more  it  imports  them  to  fly  from  thofe  dangers, 
*c  to  which  they  are  expofed  by  being  fo.”  A 
plain  proof  of  their  fpeaking  from  their  hearts  is, 
their  imagining  us  weak  enough  to  be  wheedled  out 
of  our  liberty  and  property,  by  fuch  jingling  empty 
fluff.  But  where  have  they  proved  that  we  are  not 
as  capable  of  guarding  ourfelves  from  dangers,  as 
they  are  of  guarding  us^  had  we  the  fame  power 
and  advantages  allow’d  us,  which  they  have  ?  Again, 
are  we  fafer  under  their  conduct  than  our  own  ?  Is 
it  not  manifeftly  launching  from  Scylla  to  Charybdis , 
to  fly  to  their  protedlion  from  danger  ?  There  is 
fcarce  an  inflance  in  a  thoufand  among  Women ,  of 
i one  Woman  of  a  middling  capacity,  who  does  not, 
or  would  not,  govern  herfelf  better  than  mod  Men 

in 
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in  parallel  circumftances,  if  the  circumvention,  trea¬ 
chery,  and  bafenefs  of  that  fex  did  not  interfere. 
Whereas  for  one  Woman  who  is  better’d  in  Under- 
Handing  or  morality  under  their  tuition,  many 
hundreds  are  betray’d  into  inevitable  ruin.  As  this 
is  undeniable  matter  of  fadl,  it  needs  no  proof  to 
fupport  it.  Neither  will  it  bear  retorting  upon  us. 
For  granting  fome  few  Men  to  have  fuffer’d  by 
petticoat-government,  the  number  is  extremely 
fmall  in  proportion.  And,  were  it  equal,  the 
Women's  conduct  in  this  cafe  is  to  be  charged 
wholly  to  the  Men's  account,  who  robb'd  them  of 
thofe  advantages  of  education,  which  wou’d  have 
enabled  them  to  act  better  $  which  they  were  fufcep* 
tible  of  v  and  which  they  had  a  natural  right  to. 
The  fame  apology  cannot  be  made  for  the  Men9* 
mifconduct  in  governing  us.  They  have  all  the 
advantages  requifite  to  qualify  them  3  and  if,  fpice 
of  all,  we  are  worfe  under  their  government  than 
under  our  own,  the  confequence  fpeaks  itfdf,  that 
either  they  have  a  natural  want  of  capacity,  or  wane 
of  honefty.  They  are  at  liberty  to  chufe  which 
imputation  pleafes  them  beft :  Tho’  without  judg¬ 
ing  rafhly,  I  might  venture  to  fay,  they  have  a  right 
to  both.  If  they  imagine  they  can  elude  the  force 
of  this  truth,  by  faying  that  the  Meny  whom  this 
accufation  regards,  have  not  made  ufe  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  which  their  fex  in  general  has,  and  there¬ 
fore  might  as  wdl  have  been  without  them  ;  that 
no  ways  IdTens  the  truth  of  what  I  have  advanced  3 
that  mold  Women  are  ruin’d,  infitead  of  being  im¬ 
proved 
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proved  in  heart  or  mind  under  the  conduft  of  the 
Men .  And  therefore,  fince  we  are  at  moft  in  no 
greater  fafety  under  their  government  than  our  own, 
there  can  be  no  folid  reafon  afiign’d  why  we  fhou’d 
be  fubje£t  to  it. 

But  it  feems  we  are  already  condemn’d  to  it  by 
a  judge  of  their  own  eredting,  a  blubbering  dotard, 
too  conceited  of  his  own  fenfe,  to  be  improved  by 
that  of  his  wife  •,  Catoy  the  wife  Cato ,  who  grown 
obftinate  in  wrong  by  age  and  humour’d  prejudice, 
chofe  rather  to  die  a  fool  of  his  own  making,  than 
live  a  man  of  fenfe  by  a  wife’s  advice.  This  Cato 
has  pronounced  fentence  againft  us.  And  fo  difin- 
terefted  a  judge,  we  cannot  furely  except  againtt. 
Let  us  hear  then  what  this  oracle  fays, 

*c  Let  us  treat  Women  as  our  equals,  {fays  he) 
«  and  they  will  immediately  want  to  become  our 
“  miftrettes.”  *Tis  Cato  fays  it ;  and  therefore,  it 
feems,  there  needs  no  proof.  Befides,  to  oblige  men 
to  prove  all  they  advance  by  reafon,  wou’d  be  im¬ 
posing  fiience  upon  them  y  a  grievance  to  which  they 
are  perhaps  full  as  unequal  as  they  pretend  we  are* 
But  granting  Cato  to  be  infallible  in  his  attertions, 
what  then  ?  Have  not  Women  as  much  right  to  be 
miftrettes,  as  the  .M?#  have  to  be  matters?  No,  fays 
Cato .  But  why  ?  Becaufe  they  have  not.  Such  con- 
vincing  arguments  mutt  make  us  fond  of  hearing  him 
further.  u  If  we  make  the  Women  our  equals ,  ( adds 
u  be) they  will  demand  that  to-morrow  as  a  tribute, 
6C  which  they  receive  to-day  as  a  grace.”  But 
where  is  the  grace  in  granting  us  a  ftiare  in  what 

we 
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we  have  an  equal  right  to  ?  Have  not  the  JVomeri 
an  equal  claim  to  power  and  dignity  with  the  Men  ? 
If  we  have  ;  the  wife  Cato  nods :  if  we  have  not  j 
Cato  wou’d  have  been  wife  indeed,  to  convince  us  of 
it.  But  luppofing  it  to  be  a  favour,  a  grace,  what 
he  pleafes  to  call  it,  wou’d  *not  the  Men  reap  the 
chief  benefit  of  it  ?  The  referve  peculiar  to  our  fex 
proves,  that  knowing  how  to  curb  ourfelves,  we  are 
qualified  to  govern  them  ;  and  the  meeknefs  and 
tendernefs,  which  make  part  of  our  character,  are 
lufficient  to  perfuade  them  that  our  yoke  wou’d  not 
be  heavy.  But  no,  fays  Cato ,  64  we  may  thank 
‘c  ourfelves  for  that  fweetnefs  and  referve  which 
they  fhew  in  our  prefence.  * — -  This  fhadow  of 
tc  virtue  is  owing  to  the  neceffity  we  impofe  upon 
“  them  of  diffembling.5*  Then  Cato  is  forced  at 
laft  to  own,  that  the  fubje&ion  we  are  kept  under,  by 
that  arrogant  lex,  is  the  effedt  of  violence  and  im- 
pofition  ?  This  he  does  to  compliment  his  own  fex 
with  attributing  all  our  merit  to  them.  A  forty 
compliment,  confidering  the  ungrateful  truth  it  ex- 
torts  from  him.  And  yet  how  againft  the  grain 
does  he  own  any  merit  in  us!  No,  we  have  but 
the  fhadow  of  virtue,  and  all  their  impofuions  and 
.violence  Gan  only  induce  us  to  diffembJe,  Is  not 
this  calling  all  his  own  fex  fools?  For  fu rely  no¬ 
thing  can  be  a  greater  proof  of  folly  in  the  Men 
than  to  ufe  violence  and  impofuion,  and  to  take 
perpetual  pains  to  fupport  both,  only  to  make  us 
aft  with  affedhtion  5  when  much  lefs  labour  wou’d 
make  us  fhew  ourfelves  in  a  more  natural  light: 

F  Especially 
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Efpecially  fince  it  is  impoffible  ever  to  govern  fub- 
jedts  rightly,  without  knowing  as  well  what  they 
really  are  as  what  they  only  feem  ;  which  the  Men 
can  never  be  fuppofed  to  do,  while  they  labour  to 
force  Women  to  live  in  conftant  mafquerade.  So 
that  either  all  the  Men  are  downright  changelings, 
by  Cato’s  own  confeffion,  or  this  mighty  oracle 
himfelf  is  a  driveler,  and  to  be  heeded  by  none  but 
fuch  as  refemble  him. 

I  fhou’d  not  have  thought  him  worth  fo  much 
notice,  but  that  the  Men  are  weak  enough,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  to  differ  their  judgment  to  be  captivated  by  fuch 
half-thinking  pedants.  Among  whom,  This  in  par¬ 
ticular,  was  he  worth  the  pains,  might  be  eafily 
proved  to  have  been  often  grofly  in  the  wrong  in 
other  matters  as  well  as  in  the  prefent  cafe  >  and  there¬ 
fore,  when  he  happens  to  be  in  the  right,  the  merit  of 
it  is  more  to  be  imputed  to  chance  than  to  his  wif- 
dom :  Since  the  greateft  fools,  when  adfive,  may 
blunder  into  the  right  fometimes:  And  great  talkers, 
among  many  abfurdities,  muff  here  and  there  drop 
a  good  faying,  when  they  lead  defign  it.  Of  this 
damp,  are  the  generality  of  evidence  brought  againli 
us.  Men  averfe  to  the  labour  of/thinking;  who  have 
gain’d  all  their  reputation  by  a  pretty  gimnefs  of 
expreffion,  which  wou’d  no  more  bear  examination 
than  their  heads,  their  hearts,  or  their  faces  $  and 
who  (to  mimic  this  fage)  wou’d  rather  fee  common - 
fenfe  in  confufion,  than  a  word  mifplaced  in  one  of 
their  fentences .  Yet  thefe  are  fages  among  the  Men^ 
and  their  apothegms  are  fo  many  divine  oracles  ; 
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whereas,  perhaps,  had  we  lived  in  their  times,  to 
have  heard  the  many  more  foolifh  things  they  faid 
than  fenfible  ones,  we  fhou’d  have  found  them  as 
trifling  as  the  dupes  who  revere  them.  And  tho\ 
perhaps,  we  might  have  been  more  furprized  to 
hear  fuch  dotards  talk  fometimes  rationally,  than 
we  now  are,  to  read  their  fayings ;  we  fliou’d  have 
had  reafon  {till  to  think  them  more  fit  to  extort  our 
admiration  than  to  deferve  it.  Care  has  been  taken 
to  hand  down  to  us  the  bed  of  their  fentences,  many 
of  which  are  ftill  weak  enough :  But  had  the  fame 
care  been  taken  to  regifter  all  their  abiurdities,  how 
great  a  fhare  of  their  prefent  applatife  would  they 
have  loft  !  As  the  infidel  obferved  to  the  prieft  of 
Neptune ,  when  proving  the  god’s  divinity  from  the 
trophies  in  his  temple, 

*Tis  true,  their  pictures,  who  efcafd  you  keep , 
But  where  are  they  who  periflfd  in  the  deep  ? 

Garth, 

But  we  have  a  more  formidable  fet  of  enemies 
than  thefe  laconic  gentlemen  *,  Men  who  pretend  to 
build  their  aftertions  upon  very  good  grounds,  and 
who  wou’d  fcorn,  fay  they ,  to  exclude  us  from 
power,  dignity,  and  public  offices,  if  they  cou’d 
not  {hew  us  the  beft  of  reafons.  It  will  be  proper 
therefore  to  hear  their  arguments,  before  we  under¬ 
take  to  fay  they  are  in  the  wrong. 
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Whether  the  Women  are  jit  for  public  office j, 

or  not . 

IT  is  enough  for  the  Men  to  find  a  thing  efta- 
blifh’d  to  make  them  believe  it  well  grounded. 
In  all  countries  we  are  feen  in  fubje&ion  and  abfo- 
lute  dependence  on  them,  without  being  admitted 
to  the  advantage  of  fcience,  or  the  opportunities  of 
exerting  our  capacity  in  public  ftadons.  Hence  the 
Meny  according  to  their  ufual  paralogifm,  conclude 
that  we  ought  to  be  fo,  But  fuppofing  it  to  be 
true,  that  Women  had  ever  been  excluded  from  pub¬ 
lic  offices )  is  it  therefore  necefiarily  true  that  they 
ought  to  be  fo  ?  God  has  always  been  more  or  lefs 
refilled  by  ungrateful  man  *,  a  fine  conclufion  it 
wou’d  be  then  to  infer,  that  therefore  he  ought  to 
be  fo. 

But  why  do  the  Men  perfuade  themfelves  that  we 
are  lefs  fit  for  public  employments  than  they  are? 
Can  they  give  any  better  reafon  than  cultom,  and 
prejudice,  form’d  in  them  by  external  appearances, 
for  want  of  a  clofer  examination  ?  If  they  did  but 
give  themfelves  the  leifure  to  trace  things  back  to 
their  fountain-head,  and  judge  of  the  fentimentsand 
practices  of  Men  in  former  ages  from  what  they 
difcover  in  their  own  times,  they  would  not  be  fo 
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open  as  they  are  to  errors  and  abfurdities  in  all  their 
opinions.  And  particularly  with  regard  to  Women  ^ 
they  wou’d  be  able  to  fee,  that  if  we  have  been  fub- 
je&ed  to  their  authority,  it  has  been  by  no  other 
Jaw  than  that  of  the  ftronger :  And  that  we  have 
not  been  excluded  from  a  (hare  in  the  power  and 
privileges  which  lift  their  fex  above  ours,  for  want 
of  natural  capacity,  or  merit,  but  for  want  of  an 
equal  fpirit  of  violence,  fhamelefs  injuftice,  and  law- 
ids  oppreffion,  with  theirs. 

Neverthelefs,  fo  weak  are  their  intellectuals,  and 
fo  untuned  are  their  organs  to  the  voice  of  reafon, 
that  cuftom  makes  more  abfolute  (laves  of  their 
fenfes  than  they  can  make  of  us.  They  are  lo 
inur’d  to  fee  things  as  they  now  are,  that  they  can¬ 
not  reprefent  to  themfelves  how  they  can  be  other- 
wife.  it  wou’d  be  extremely  odd,  they  think,  to 
fee  a  Woman  at  the  head  of  an  army  giving  bat¬ 
tle  5  or  at  the  helm  of  a  nation  giving  laws  *  plead¬ 
ing  caufes  in  quality  of  counfel  ;  adminiftring  ju- 
ftice  in  a  court  of  judicature  •  preceded  in  the  ft  reel 
with  fword,  mace,  and  other  enfigns  of  authority, 
as  magiftratesj  or  teaching  rhetoric,  medicine, 
philofophy,  and  divinity,  in  quality  of  univerfity 
profcffors. 

If  by  oddity  they  underftand  fomething  in  its 
nature  oppofite  to  the  genuine  unbias’d  rules  of 
good-fenfe,  I  believe  the  Men  will  find  it  a  difficult 
tafk,  to  prove  any  oddity  in  iuch  a  fight,  or  any 
real  inconfiftence  in  it  with  rectified  reafon .  For  if 
Women  are  but  confidered  as  rational  creatures,  ab- 
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drafted  from  the  difadvantages  impofed  upon  them 
by  the  unjuft  ufurpation  and  tyranny  of  the  Men , 
they  will  be  found,  to  the  full,  as  capable  as  the 
Men ,  of  filling  thefe  offices. 

This  has  been  verified  by  the  moft  illustrious  fafts 
in  feveral  ages.  For  inftance,  Who  had  a  greater 
genius  for  empire  than  Simiramis  ?  Her  hufband, 
the  mighty  JSinusy  who  had  raifed  the  rfjfyrian  em¬ 
pire,  was  fo  perfuaded  of  this,  that,  at  his  death,  he 
appointed  her  regent  of  his.  vaft  dominions  during 
his  fon’s  minority.  She  diftinguifhed  her  govern¬ 
ment  by  the  moft  renown’d  exploits  in  war,  by  the 
wifdom  of  her  adminiftration,  and  by  the  moft  glo¬ 
rious  works  of  peace.  She  built  the  matchlefs  Ba¬ 
bylon^  famed  through  all  the  world,  befide  other 
great  emporiums  on  the  banks  of  the  Tygris  and 
Euphrates.  The  fplendor  and  magnificence  of  the 
ftruftures  whereby  fhe  adorned  her  capital,  furpafs 
aimoft  all  belief. 

With  Simiramis  let  me  mention  Zenobia ,  in  whom 
the  regal  virtues  fhone  no  lefs  confpicuoufiy  than  in 
the  former.  She  managed  the  wide  empire  of  the 
eaft,  after  the  murder  of  her  husband  Odenathus 9 
with  a  bravery  and  conduft  truly  heroic,  and  with  a 
fpirit  fuperior  even  to  her  deceafed  conforms  ^  tho5 
he  could  hardly  be  excelfd  in  courage,  magnani¬ 
mity,  and  every  generous  quality :  But  fhe  had  all 
thofe  tranfcendant  accomplifhments,  in  the  highcft 
degree,  that  were  proper  to  create  her  an  univerfal 
efteem,  and  render  her  worthy  of  the  nobieft  throne 
upon  earth. 
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In  company  with  thefe  we  may  very  juftly  rank 
two  ladies  of  our  own  ifland,  Boadicea  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  The  firft  was  wife  of  Prafutagus ,  king  of  the 
Icenians.  After  the  death  of  this  prince,  fhe  had 
been  ignominioufiy  treated  by  fome  of  Nero’s 
officers.  The  magnanimity  of  her  foul  could  not 
brook  thefe  indignities.  She  meditated  a  revenge 
adequate  to  her  refinement  *,  no  lefs  than  the  entire 
deftrudlion  of  the  Roman  power  in  this  country. 
She  found  the  whole  nation  irritated  with  a  fenfe  of 
her  wrongs,  as  well  as  of  the  bondage  all  groaned 
under,  thro’  the  infolence  of  their  Italian  mailers. 
She  cultivated  this  difpofnion,  and  engaged  the  Bri¬ 
tt  jh  chiefs  in  a  grand  alliance,  for  expelling  the 
tyranny.  She  headed  the  confederate  army,  and 
had  certainly  defeated  the  Roman  legions,  if  the  va¬ 
lour  of  her  troops  had  been  equal  to  their  female 
leader’s.  That  (he  was  vanquifhed,  notwithftanding 
the  mod  confummate  prudence  and  intrepidity,  was 
owing  to  the  cowardice  and  folly  of  thofe  male  pol¬ 
troons  fhe  commanded. 

What  Er/glijh  monarch  ever  excelled  our  incom¬ 
parable  Elizabeth  in  the  arts  of  ruling.  Her  glo¬ 
rious  adminiftration  was  one  continued  exercife  of 
die  mo  ft  refined  politicks.  She  fill’d  the  whole 
world  with  admiration  of  her  royal  qualities.  She 
fucceeded  to  a  throne  furrounded  with  circum- 
ftances  that  had  a  lowring  afpedt,  but  (lie  foon  diffi- 
pated  the  gloomy  clouds  which  obfcur’d  her  rifing, 
and  ffione  with  uninterrupted  Juftre  to  the  end  of 
her  courfe,  When  fhe  received  the  crown  (lie 
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found  her  kingdoms  in  a  weak  and  difturbed  con¬ 
dition  >  the  people  divided  in  religion,  and  rent  into 
political  fadtions ;  the  national  honour  impair’d  by 
the  lofs  of  CalaiSy  at  the  clofe  of  her  filter’s  reign  9 
the  exchequer  almoft  emptied  by  an  unprofperous 
war  j  the  Irijh  ripe  for  rebellion  ^  and  the  Scots  a 
dangerous  neighbour,  in  alliance  with  France ,  and 
ready  to  forward  their  defigns.  Thefe  were  fome  of 
the  difficulties  flie  had  to  encounter,  too  great,  as 
moft  men  would  have  imagin’d,  for  a  female  govern¬ 
ment  to  have  overcome  •,  yet,  by  the  force  of  her 
fuperior  fagacity,  fortitude,  refolution,  and  addrefs, 
fhe  fo  divided  and  weaken’d  her  enemies,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  all  their  fchemes  abortive.  She  defended  and 
fuccoured  her  allies,  retrieved  the  declining  glory  of 
her  country,  effcablifhed  the  reformation,  extended 
the  Englijh  commerce,  fenther  fleets  round  the  globe, 
and  imported  thetreafures  of  both  the  Indies .  Wealth 
and  felicity  flow’d  into  thefe  realms  under  her  au- 
fpices ;  nor  was  the  reign  of  any  of  our  kings  diflin- 
guiflied  by  fuch  a  feries  of  martial  triumphs,  at¬ 
tended  with  fo  much  domeftic  profperity. 

Splendid  examples  might  alfo  be  produc’d,  of 
women  Alining  in  the  fphere  of  learning,  and  fig- 
nalizing  themfelves  in  all  the  other  noble  fiationsand 
feenes  of  life.  But  I  am  not  writing  a  hiftory  of  fe¬ 
male  glory,  only  dropping  fome  hints,  which  at 
once  are  confpicuous  evidences  of  the  truth  I  ad¬ 
vance,  and  afford  the  creatures  I  am  dealing-  with 
fome  confolation,  under  the  mortifying  proof  of  our 
*  equalling 
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equalling  ’em*  at  leaft,  in  all  the  talents  they  can 
boa  ft  of,  in  all  the  rnoft  honourable  characters  they 
are  able  to  fuftain. 

I  muft  own,  indeed,  in  this  age,  to  fee  a  Woman , 
however  well  qualified,  exert  herfelfin  any  of  thefe 
employments,  con’d  not  but  as  greatly  furprize  us, 
as  to  fee  a  man  or  woman  dreft  in  the  garb  worn  in 
the  days  of  W.  Rufus.  And  yet  our  wonder  in 
either  cafe  wou’d  be  the  foie  effeCl  of  novelty,  or 
of  the  revival  of  an  obfolete  cuftom,  new  to  us.  If 
from  time  immemorial  the  Men  had  been  fo  little  en¬ 
vious,  and  fo  very  impartial,  as  to  do  jufticc  to  our 
abilities,  by  admitting  us  to  our  right  of  fharing 
with  them  in  public  a&ion,  they  wou’d  have  been 
as  accuftom’d  to  fee  us  filling  public  offices,  as  we 
are  to  fee  them  difgrace  them  *,  and  to  fee  a  lady  at  a 
bar,  or  on  a  bench,  wou’d  have  been  no  more  ftrange, 
than  it  is  now,  to  fee  a  grave  judge  whimpering  at 
his  maid’s  knees,  or,  a  lord  embroidering  his  wife’s 
petticoat:  A  Schurman ,  with  a  thefts  in  her  hand, 
difplaying  nature  in  it’s  moft  innocent  ufeful  lights, 
wou’d  have  been  as  familiar  a  fight,  as  a  phyftcian  in 
his  chariot  conning  Ovid’s  Art  of  Love :  And  an 
Amazon ,  with  an  helmet  on  her  head,  animating  her 
embattled  troops,  wou’d  have  been  no  more  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  furprize,  than  a  milliner  behind  a  counter  with 

a  thimble  on  her  finger,  or  than  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain  playing  with  his  garter . 

So  widely  have  infolence  and  folly  fpread  their 
influence,  that  few  nations,  befide  our  own,  think 
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Women  capable  of  holding  the  fcepter  5  but  England 
has  learn’d  by  that  famous  infiance  I  have  been  pro¬ 
ducing,  of  Elizabeth ,  as  well  as  by  later  ones,  of 
Ch  Mary  and  her  filter  Anne ,  that  a  kingdom  may 
arrive  at  the  fublimefi  pitch  of  military  glory  under 
the  rule  and  direction  of  a  female. 

And  as  the  cafe  now  Hands,  and  ever  has  Hood, 
thus,  in  refpedt  of  arms  and  empire,  fo  has  it 
been,  and  now  is,  fimilar  with  regard  to  literature. 
How  many  ladies  have  there  been,  and  Hill  are, 
who  deferve  place  among  the  learned  ;  and  who  are 
more  capable  of  teaching  the  Jciences  than  thofe  who 
now  fill  moHof  the  univerfity  chairs?  The  age  we 
live  in  has  produced  as  many,  as  any  one  heretofore  $ 
tho5  their  modefiy  may  prevent  their  making  any 
public  fhew  of  it.  Such  however  has  been  the  force 
of  genius  in  fome,  as  to  break  through  this  ob- 
ffru&ion;  fuch  the  prevalence  of  their  merit,  as  to 
extort  applaufe  from  the  moH  envious  of  the  other 
fex.  I  will  not  here  fpeak  of  any  whole  names  are 
not  generally  known,  and  of  three  or  four  of  thofe 
only. 

Who  confiders,  without  admiration,  the  erudi¬ 
tion  of  Madam  Dacier.  She  was  a  daughter  worthy 
of  the  great  Fanaquil  Faber7  one  of  the  moH  emi¬ 
nent  philologifis  of  the  laH  age.  He  communicated 
to  her  his  vaH  Hores  of  knowledge,  and  fhe  had  a 
mind  capacious  enough  to  retain  ’em.  She  became 
Che  wife  of  M.  Dacier ,  a  critic  of  the  firH  rate  in 
France ,  and  was  not  inferior  to  her  hufband  in  any 
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of  the  Rudies  of  humanity.  She  a  {lifted  him  in  his 
tranftations  of  the  ancients,  which  fhe  enrich’d  with 
many  excellent  notes.  She  was  a  mod  paftion^te 
admirer  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  whom 
fhe  perfectly  underftood,  being  a  complex  miftrels 
of  both  their  languages.  She  was  highly  efteerrfd 
by  all  the  Literati  of  Europe . 

As  Madam  Bader  was  one  of  the  brighteft  or- 
naments  of  France ,  fo  may  the  Britijh  iflands  glory 
in  a  lift  of  females,  whofe  erudition  would  have 
appear’d  with  dignity  in  our  univerfities.  A- 
mong  thefe  we  will  name,  of  high  quality,  only 
Q.  Elizabeth ,  Mary  of  Scotland ,  and  the  beauteous 
unfortunate  Jane  Gray\  who  were  able  to  converfe 
"with  Plato ,  drift  otle ,  Ifocrates ,  Demofthenes ,  Ihucy - 
Aides ,  Cicero ,  the  philofophers  and  orators  of  old,  in 
their  own  dialedls.  Of  later  time  1  will  take  notice 
but  of  two,  whofe  accomplifhments  this  way  are 
deferving  of  admiration,  Elizabeth  Rowe  and  Con - 
Jlantia  Grier  [on.  The  former  of  thefe  ladies  com. 
prehended  in  her  character  all  the  graces  of  human 
nature.  She  had  a  fine  poetical  genius,  and  in  her 
profe  there  is  a  fublimity  of  fentiment  and  diction 
that  are  really  charming. 

Mrs.  Grierfon  was  a  native  of  the  county  of  KiU 
kenny  in  Ireland ,  and  was  one  of  the  mo  ft  extraor¬ 
dinary  Women  that  this  age,  or  perhaps  any  other, 
has  produced.  She  lived  but  twenty-feven  years, 
and  was  allowed,  long  before  her  death,  to  be  an 
excellent  fcholar,  not  only  in  Greek  and  Roman 
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literature,  but  in  hiftory,  divinity,  philofophy,  and 
mathematicks.  She  revifed  and  corrected  a  curious 
edition  of  fome  of  the  clafficks,  printed  by  her 
hufband  at  Dublin .  To  Tacitus  (he  prefixed  an  ele¬ 
gant  dedication  in  the  Latin  tongue  to  Lord  Carteret , 
and  prefac’d  in  Terence  by  another  to  his  fon.  She 
wrote  feveral  excellent  poems  in  Englijh .  She  rofe 
to  this  eminence  in  learning  merely  by  the  force  of 
her  own  genius,  and  continual  application.  She 
was  not  only  happy  in  a  fine  imagination,  a  vaft 
memory,  a  folid  underftanding,  and  an  exadb 
judgment,  but  had  all  thefe  crown’d  by  virtue  and 
piety.  I  muff  add,  that  as  thefe  eftimable  en¬ 
dearing  qualities  raifed  her  above  moff,  they  left 
her  no  room  for  envying  any  :  On  the  contrary, 
her  delight  was  to  fee  others  excel!.  She  was  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  advife  and  direct  thofe  who  ap- 
ply’d  to  her,  and  as  willing  to  be  advifed. 

And  as  our  fex,  when  it  applies  to  learning, 
may  be  faid  at  ieaffc  to  keep  pace  with  the  Men, 
fo  are  they  more  to  be  eiteem’d  for  their  learning 
than  the  latter :  Since  they  are  under  a  neceffity 
of  furmounting  the  foftnefs  they  were  educated 
in  ;  of  renouncing  the  pleafure  and  indolence  to 
which  cruel  cuftom  feem’d  to  condemn  them  ; 
to  overcome  the  external  impediments  in  their  way 
to  ftudy  ;  and  to  conquer  the  difadvantageous 
notions,  which  the  the  vulgar  of  both  fexes  enter¬ 
tain  of  learning  in  Women.  And  whether  it  be 
that  thefe  difficulties  add  a  keennefs  to  a  female 
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underftanding,  or  that  nature  has  given  to  Wo¬ 
man  a  quicker  and  more  penetrating  genius  than 
to  Man,  it  is  evident  that  many  of  our  fcx 
have  far  outftript  the  other.  4  Why  then  are  we 
not  as  fit  to  learn  and  teach  the  fciences3  at 
leaft  to  our  own  fex?  as  they  fancy  themfelves 
to  be  ? 
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SECT.  VI. 

Whether  the  Women  are  naturally  capable  of 
teaching  the  Sciences,  or  not . 

OF  Rhetoric  we  mu  ft  be  allow’d  to  be  by  na¬ 
ture  defign’d  miftreffes  and  models.  Elo¬ 
quence  is  a  talent  fo  natural  and  peculiar  to  Worn  an , 
that  no  one  candifpute  it  with  her.  Women  can  per- 
fuade  what  they  pleafe  *  can  dictate,  defend,  or  di- 
ftinguifh  between  right  and  wrong,  without  the 
help  of  laws.  There  are  few  judges,  who  have  not 
proved  them  the  moft  prevalent  counfel ;  and  few 
pleaders,  who  have  not  experienced  them  to  be  the 
moft  clear- headed  equitable  judges.  When  Wo¬ 
men  fpeak  on  a  fubjedt,  they  handle  it  with  fo  de¬ 
licate  a  touch,  that  the  Men  are  forced  to  own  they 
feel  what  the  former  fay.  All  the  oratory  of  the 
fchools  is  not  able  to  give  the  Men  that  eloquence 
and  eafe  of  fpeech  which  cofts  us  nothing.  And 
that,  which  their  mean  envy  calls  loquacity  in  us, 
is  only  a  readinefs  of  ideas,  and  an  eafe  of  delivery, 
which  they  in  vain  labour,  for  years,  to  attain. 

With  what  hefitation  and  drudgery  do  Menftrivz 
to  bring  forth  their  thoughts  ?  And  when  fomething 
tolerable  drops  from  their  lips,  with  what  infipid 
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gedures,  didortion,  and  grimace,  do  they  difgrace 
what  they  utter  ?  Whereas,  when  a  Woman  fpeaks, 
her  air  is  generally  noble  and  engaging,  her  gefture 
free  and  full  of  dignity,  her  action  decent,  her 
words  eafy  and  infinuating,  her  ftile  pathetic  and 
winning,  and  her  voice  melodious  and  tun’d  to  her 
fubjedt.  She  can  foar  to  a  level  with  the  highed  in¬ 
tellect  without  bombad,  and,  with  a  complacency 
natural  to  the  delicacy  of  her  frame,  defcend  to  the 
lowed  capacity  without  meannefs.  Sure  then,  if 
we  are  endow’d  with  a  more  perfuafive  eloquence 
than  they  are,  we  mull  be  at  lead  as  well  qualified 
to  teach  the  fciences  5  and  if  we  are  not  feen  in 
univerfity  chairs ,  it  cannot  be  attributed  to  our  want 
of  capacity,  but  to  that  violence  with  which  the 
Men  fupport  their  unjud  intrufion  into  our  places  ; 
or  to  our  greater  modedy  and  lefier  degree  of  am¬ 
bition. 

If  we  were  to  apply  to  the  law ,  we  ffiou’d  fuc- 
ceed  in  it  at  lead  as  well  as  the  Men .  The  natural 
talent  we  undifputedly  have,  of  explaining  and  un¬ 
raveling  the  mod  knotty  intricacies,  of  dating  our 
own  and  other  people’s  pretenfions,  of  difcovering 
the  grounds  of  a  difpute,  with  the  means  to  fet  it 
right,  and  of  fetting  engines  to  work  for  doing 
ourfelves  judice,  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that,  were 
we  to  fill  the  offices  of  coimfel^  judge,  and  magiftrate , 
we  ftiould  ffiew  an  ability  in  bufinefs  which  very 
few  Men  can  boad  of.  But  peace  and  judice  are  our 

1 

ftudy,  and  our  pride  is  to  compofe  thole  breaches 
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which  the  corruption  of  that  fex  renders  them  as  in- 
duftrious  to  make. 

Our  fex  feems  born  to  teach  and  pra&ife  phyfic, 
to  reltore  health  to  the  difeafed,  and  to  preferve  it  to 
thole  that  are  well.  Neatnefs,  handyneis,  and  com¬ 
pliance  are  one  half  of  a  patient’s  cure,  in  which 
ufeful  qualities  the  Men  muft  yield  us  the  prize. 
Indeed,  for  inventing  hard  names,  for  puzzling  a 
cure,  or  vexing  patients  with  coftly  and  naufeous  re¬ 
medies,  they  have  far  better  abilities  *,  but  we  can  in¬ 
vent,  and  have  invented,  without  the  help  of  Galen , 
or  Hippocrates ,  an  infinity  of  reliefs  for  the  fick, 
which  they  and  their  blind  adherents  cou’d  neither 
improve  nor  difapprove  ;  and  an  old  woman's  re¬ 
ceipt ,  as  it  is  term’d,  has  often  been  known  to  re¬ 
move  an  inveterate  diftemper  which  has  baffled  the 
refearches  of  a  college  of  graduates. 

I  hardly  believe  our  fex  wou’d  fpend  fo  many 
years  to  fo  little  purpofe  as  thofe  Men  do,  who  call 
themfdves  philofophers ,  were  we  to  apply  to  the 
fiudy  of  nature .  We  cou’d  point  out  a  much  fhorter 
road  to  the  defired  end.  Some  Men  wafte  years, 
nay  perhaps  their  whole  lives,  on  mere  Entia  Ra- 
tionis ,  fidlitious  trifles,  to  be  found  only  in  their 
own  noddles.  We  fhou’d  find  more  ufeful  employ¬ 
ments  for  our  inquiries,  than  plodding  to  determine 
the  nature  of  ipace }  or  debating  whether  matter  is 
or  is  not  infinitely  divifible?  whether  it  has  any  ex- 
iflence  but  in  the  mind  ?  whether  there  be  any  me¬ 
chanical  caufe  of  gravitation  ?  whether  fpirits  are 
extended  ?  whether  eternal  duration  neoeflarily  im¬ 
plies 
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plies  a  fubftance  of  which  it  is  a  property  :  with  an 
hundred  other  queftions,  of  a  yet  more  trifling  na¬ 
ture,  that  have  been  eagerly  canvafled  in  the 
fchools. 

As  we  are  fenfible  that  next  to  the  knowledge  of 
God,  that  of  ourfelves,  and  the  objects  about  us, 
is  of  mod  importance,  thefe  fhould  be  the  fubje&g 
of  our  obfervation,  and  refearch,  inftead  of  mifpend- 
ing  time  on  fuch  infignificant  points  as  engrofs  the 
ffudies  of  male  philo fophers,  Our  endeavour  ftiouid. 
be  to  inveftigate  the  true  nature  of  things,  to  un¬ 
derhand  wherein  they  related  to  or  differed  from 
us,  and  by  what  applications  they  may  become  be¬ 
neficial  or  noxious ;  that  fo  we  may  avoid  evils, 
and  obtain  all  the  felicity  providence  deflgns  us„ 
Might  we  not  by  this  means  be  both  as  learned  phi- 
lofophers  and  as  able  divines  as  the  Men ;  as  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  taught,  and  as  fuccefsful  in  teaching* 
at  leaft,  as  they  are? 

Practice  fufflciently  fpeaks  us  no  lefs  chrijlian  than 
the  other  fex :  We  receive  the  gofpel  with  reverence 
and  humility,  and  fubmit  to  it’s  dodtrines  and  pre¬ 
cepts  in  a  more  exemplary  manner  than  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  them.  I  own  fome  of  our  fort  have  carried 
their  worjhip  to  fuperftitious  lengths  ;  but  have  not 
many  of  the  Men  done  fo  too  ?  And  furely  the  latter 
are  the  mod  culpable :  Since  the  ignorance  in  which 
the  former  have  been  bred  reflects  all  the  reproach 
on  the  Men  themfelves,  for  not  affording  ’em  the 
means  to  avoid  that  evil. 
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What  fhou'd  hinder  us  from  regulating  our 
minds  by  the  faith  and  difcipline  of  Chrift  and  his 
church?  If  we  lay’d  the  foundation  of  philofophy 
and  fcholajiic  divinity^  fhou’d  we  not  be  as  able 
as  the  Men^  in  the.  progrefs  of  our  ftudies,  to 
underhand,  compare,  and  interpret,  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures,  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  and  the  facred 
canons  ?  Might  we  not  qualify  our  heads  and  hearts 
to  compofe  religious  works,  to  preach,  to  confute 
novelties,  to  regulate  ourfelves  and  others,  to  re¬ 
move  their  fcruples,  and  to  refolve  cafes  of  con- 
faience,  as  well  as  the  moft  learned  eafuifts. 
living  ? 

Thus  far,  I  infift,  there  is  no  Jcience  or  public 
office  in  a  flate,  which  Women  are  not  as  much 
qualified  for  by  nature  as  the  ableft  of  Men . 
With  regard  however  to  divinity,  our  natural 
capacity  has  been  reflrain’d  by  a  pofitive  law  of 
God  and  therefore  we  know  better  than  to  claim 
what  we  could  not  pradtife  without  facrilegious  in- 
trufion.  Though,  by  the  bye,  let  it  be  obferved^ 
that  the  bar  which  our  Saviour  has  put*  to  our  exer- 
cifjng  any  facred  fundi  ions,  fuch  as  adminiftring  the 
ordinances,  or  preaching  the  dodlrines  of  the  gofpek 
neither  inhibits  us  from  any  other  public  office,  nor 
proves  us  Unworthy  or  naturally  incapable  of  exer- 
cifing  even  thefe.  That  he  forbad  us  ’em  proves 
us  naturally  apt  to  perform  them.  But  why  he  for¬ 
bad  us  to  do  fo,  would  be  prefumptuous  to  en¬ 
quire.  However,  if  it  is  lawful  to  reafon  at  all 

upon 
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upon  the  divine  precepts,  we  may  affign  a  caufe, 
which  carries  it’s  own  probability  with  it,  and  rathef 
redounds  to  the  honour  than  difrepute  of  our  fex  : 
God  undoubtedly  knew  the  general  tendency  of 
the  Men  to  impiety  and  ir  religion  $  and  therefore, 
might  he  not  confine  the  functions  of  religion  to 
that  fex,  to  attract  fome  of  them  at  leaft  to  thofe 
duties  which  they  are  fo  prone  to  diflike  ?  Elpecially, 
fince  the  natural  propenfity  of  our  fex  to  virtue 
and  religion  made  it  unnecefifary  to  add  thofe  exter¬ 
nal  helps  to  his  divine  grace. 

If  then  we  fet  cuftom  and  prejudice  afide,  where 
wou’d  the  impropriety  be,  to  fee  us  diffufing  fcience 
from  a  prof  efforts  chair :  Once,  to  name  but  one  of  a 
thoufand,  that  foreign  young  lady,  whofe  extra¬ 
ordinary  merit  and  capacity,  but  a  few  years  ago, 
induc’d  an  univerfity  in  Italy  to  break  through  the 
rules  of  partiality  and  cuftom ,  to  confer  on  her  a 
Doctor’s  Degree,  is  a  living  proof  that  we  are 
as  capable,  as  any  of  the  Men,  of  the  higheft 
eminence  ia  the  fphere  of  learning,  if  we  had  fair 
treatment. 

It  is  not  fo  much  in  juftice  to  my  own  fex,  that 
I  quote  this  infiance,  as  in  favour  of  the  Men ,  by 
{hewing  that  it  is  not  impofiible  for  them  to  be 
fometimes  juft,  without  a  miracle.  Indeed  it  might 
require  the  labours  of  a  wandring  Jew,  to  produce 
a  few  more  inftances  of  the  like  equity  towards  us 
in  that  jealous  ungenerous  fex.  But  to  find  many  la¬ 
diesnothing  inferior  in  merit  to  the  above  mention’d. 

Hi  we 
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we  need  neither  the  pains  of  running  back  to  anti¬ 
quity,  nor  the  expence  of  a  voyage  to  foreign 
dimes.  Our  own  age  and  country  may  boaft  of 
more  than  one  Sappho ,  numbers  of  Cornelias ,  and 
no  fcarcity  of  Schurmans  and  Daciers .  If  I  chofe 
to  unite  the  feveral  excellences  of  all  thefe  illuftrious 
names  in  one,  1  might  quote  an  Eliza,*  not  more 
to  be  envied  for  the  towering  fuperiority  of  her 
genius  and  judgment,  than  honour’d  for  the  ufe  fhe 
makes  of  them.  Her  early  advances  in  ancient 
and  modern  learning  having  rais’d  her  above  the 
imitation  of  the  Men,  as  her  many  excellent  virtues 
have  fecured  her  the  efteem  of  the  Women  ;  it 
is  no  wonder,  that,  while  the  former  are  forced 
to  admire  her  in  fpite  of  prejudice,  we  are  at  li¬ 
berty  to  do  juft  ice  to  her  merit  without  fearing  the 
imputation  of  partiality.  However,  as  her  excellence 
has  extorted  a  juft  praife  from  the  mouth  of  pre¬ 
judice  itfelf,  I  fhall  forbear  to  characterife  her ; 
content  to  fee  the  work  already  done  by  that  fex 
itfelf;  and  therefore  fhall  only  tranfcribe  an  ac¬ 
count  of  this  true  Woman  from  what  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  Birch  fays  of  her  in  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Works  of  the  Learned  +  ;  Which  is  fo  much  the 
more  to  be  relied  on,  as  it  comes  from  a  Man  j 

*  Mifs  Carter,  daughter  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Carter, 
of  Deal  in  Kent,  who  tranflated,  into  Englijh,  Algarotti’s 
Le  Ee'wtoniamjm  pour  les  dames ,  &c. 
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one  of  that  fex  which  can’t  be  fufpedted  of  praifing 
any  of  ours  beyond  their  defert.  This  lady,, 
<c  fays  he ,  is  a  very  extraordinary  phenomenon  in 
the  republick  of  letters,  and  judly  to  be  rank’d 
<c  with  the  Cornelias* s.)  Sulpicia's,  and  Hypatia's 
<c  of  the  Ancients,  the  Schurmans  and  Daciers  of 
<c  the  Moderns.  For  to  an  uncommon  vivacity 
c;  and  delicacy  of  genius,  and  an  accuracy  of 
“  judgment  worthy  the  matured  years,  die  has 
u  added  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient  and  modern 
“  languages,  at  an  age  when  an  equal  fkill  in 
<c  any  one  of  them  would  be  a  confiderable  di* 
Cc  dinftion  in  a  perfon  of  the  other  fex.” 

If  the  comparifon  this  candid  gentleman  here 
makes  between  the  talents  of  our  fex  and  his 
own,  fhou’d  prove  too  galling  for  their  innate 
jealoufy  ;  let  the  men  excufe  him  at  lead,  and 
pacify  themfelves  with  reflecting  on  the  thanks 
they  all  owe  him,  for  giving  us  this  indance, 
in  his  own  perfon,  of  the  pofllbility  of  finding 
a  Man,  who  can  throw  off*  pafiion  and  prejudice 
for  the  fake  of  truth  and  honedy. 

We  may  eafily  conclude  then,  that,  if  our 
fex,  as  it  hitherto  appears,  have  all  the  talents 
requifite  to  learn  and  teach  thofe  fciences ,  which 
qualify  Men  for  power  and  dignity ,  they  are 
equally  capable  of  applying  their  knowledge  to 
practice,  in  both  ways.  And  fince  this  nation  ha$ 
feen  many  glorious  indances  of  Women  qualified 
to  have  all  fovereign  authority  center’d  in  them  : 
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why  may’  they  not  be  as  qualified  at  lead  for  the 
fubordinate  offices  of  mini  iters  of  date,  vice-queens, 
govern  effes,  fecretaries,  privy -counfellors,  and  trea- 
furers  ?  Or  why  may  they  not,  without  oddity,  be 
even  generals  of  armies,  and  admirals  of  fleets  ? 
But  this  will  be  didin&ly  confidered  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  fe&ion. 


'  S  E  C  T. 
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SECT.  VII. 

Whether  Women  are  naturally  qualified  for 
military  offices^  or  not . 


I  Mud  confefs,  I  cannot  find  how  the  impropriety 
wou’d  be  greater,  to  fee  a  lady  with  a  truncheon  in 
her  hand,  than  with  a  crown  on  her  head  3  or  why  it 
Hiou’d  create  more  furprife,  to  fee  her  prefide  in  a 
council  of  war,  than  in  a  council  of  date.  Why 
may  die  not  be  as  capable  of  heading  an  army  as 
a  parliament  3  or  of  commanding  at  fea  as  of  reign¬ 
ing  at  land  ?  What  diou’d  hinder  her  from  hold¬ 
ing  the  helm  of  a  fleet  with  the  fame  fafety  and 
fteadinefs  as  that  of  a  nation  ?  And  why  may  die 
not  exercife  her  foldiers,  draw  up  her  troops  in 
battle-array,  and  divide  her  forces  into  battalions  at 
land,  fquadrons  at  fea,  with  the  fame  plea- 
fure  die  wou’d  have  in  feeing  or  ordering  it  to  be 
done?  The  military  art  has  no  mydery  in  it  be¬ 
yond  others,  which  Women  cannot  attain  to.  A 
Woman  is  as  capable  as  a  Man  of  making  herfelf, 
by  means  of  a  map,  acquainted  with  the  good  and 
bad  ways,  the  dangerous  and  fafe  pafles,  or  the 
proper  fituations  for  encampment.  And  whatfhou’d 
hinder  her  from  making  herfelf  midrefs  of  all 

the 
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the  ftratagems  of  war,  of  charging,  retreating, 
furpriflng,  laying  ambufhes,  counterfeiting  marches, 
feigning  flights,  giving  falfe  attacks,  fupporting 
real  ones,  animating  the  foldiery,  and  adding  ex¬ 
ample  to  eloquence  by  being  the  firft  to  mount  a 
breach.  Perfuafion,  heat,  and  example  are  the 
foul  of  victory :  And  Women  can  fhew  as  much 
eloquence,  wamth,  and  intrepidity,  where  their  ho¬ 
nour  is  at  flake,  as  is  requifite  to  attack  or  defend 
a  town. 

There  can  be  no  real  difference  pointed  out  be¬ 
tween  the  inward  or  outward  conftitution  of  Men 
and  Women ,  excepting  what  merely  tends  to  giving 
birth  to  pofterity.  And  the  differences  thence 
arifing  are  no  ways  fufficient  to  argue  more  natural 
flrength  in  the  one  than  in  the  other,  to  qualify 
them  more  for  military  labours.  Are  not  the 
Women  of  different  degrees  of  flrength,  like  the 
Men  ?  Are  there  not  ftrong  and  weak  of  both 
fexes  ?  Men  educated  in  floth  and  foftnefs  are 
weaker  than  Women  ,  and  Women ,  become  harden’d 
by  neceffity,  are  often  more  robufl  than  Men .  We 
need  go  no  farther  than  Cheifea ,  for  proof  that 
a  Woman  may  be  enured  to  all  the  hardfhips  of  a 
campaign,  and  to  meet  all  the  terrors  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  braveft  of  the  oppofite  fex. 

What  has  greatly  help’d  to  confirm  the  Men  in 
the  prejudiced  notion  of  Women's  natural  wea le¬ 
nds,  is  the  common  manner  ©f  expreflion  which 
this  very  vulgar  error  gave  birth  to.  When  they 
mean  to  ftigmatife  a  Man  with  want  of  courage 
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they  call  him  effeminate ,  and  when  they  would 
praife  a  IVoman  for  her  courage  they  call  her  manly . 
But  as  thefe,  and  fuch  like  exprefiions,  are  merely 
arbitrary,  and  but  a  fulfome  compliment  which  the 
Men  pafs  on  themfelves,  they  eftablifh  nothing. 
The  real  truth  is,  That  humanity  and  intregrity,  the 
characfteriftics  of  our  fex,  make  us  abhor  unjuft 
{laughter,  and  prefer  honourable  peace  to  unjuft  war. 
And  therefore,  to  ufe  thefe  exprefiions  with  pro¬ 
priety,  when  a  Man  is  pofieft  of  our  virtues  he 
fhould  be  call’d  effeminate  by  way  of  the  higheft 
praife  of  his  good-nature  and  juftice  $  and  a  Woman 
who  departs  from  our  fex  by  efpoufing  the  injuftice 
and  cruelty  of  the  Met? s  nature  ihould  be  call’d  a 
Man  :  that  is ,  one  whom  no  facred  ties  can  bind 
to  the  obfervation  of  juft  treaties,  and  whom  no 
blood -fhed  can  deter  from  the  moil  cruental  violence 
and  rapine. 

But  however  this  be,  it  is  certain,  that  bare 
ftrcngth  intitles  the  Men  to  no  fuperiority  above 
as  I  have  already  remark’d.  Otherwife  brutes 
wou’d  deferve  the  pre-eminence  of  them.  And 
among  themfelves,  the  ftrongeft  man  ought  to  be 
the  chief  in  power.  Whereas  we  plainly  fee  that, 
generally  fpeaking,  the  ftrongeft  are  only  fit  to 
make  drudges  for  the  reft ;  and  particularly  in 
armies,  they  who  have  moft  of  brutal  vigour  are 
often  ufeful  only  as  fafcines  for  men  much  weaker 
than  themfelves  to  mount  a  breach  on.  On  the  offer 
hand,  men  who  have  lefs  ftrength  have  very  often 
the  moft  brains.  The  wifeft  philofophers ,  the 
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ableft  poetic  and  the  greateft  princes ,  have  not  al¬ 
ways  had  the  beft  conftitutions.  Henry  was  no 
match  in  ftrength  with  Sir  John  Falftaff.  And 
a  Marlborough  perhaps  might  have  routed  an  army 
with  more  eafe  than  he  cou’d  have  wreftled  with 
the  meaneft  of  his  foldiers. 

It  is  quite  idle  then  to  infift  fo  much  on  bodily 
ftrength, as  a  neceflary  qualification  for  military  em¬ 
ployments.  And  it  is  full  as  idle  to  imagine  that 
Women  are  not  naturally  as  capable  of  courage  and 
rejolution  as  the  Men.  We  are  indeed  charged , 
without  any  exception,  with  being  timorous,  and 
incapable  of  defence  *,  frighted  at  our  own  fhadows ; 
alarm’d  at  the  cry  of  an  infant,  the  bark  of  a  dog, 
the  whiffling  of  the  wind,  or  a  tale  of  hob*goblins. 
But  is  this  univerfaily  true  ?  Are  there  not  Men  as 
void  of  courage  as  the  moft  heartlefs  of  our  fex  ? 
And  yet  it  is  known  that  the  moft  timorous  Women 
often  make  a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  facrifice  their 
own  fears  for  the  fafety  of  a  hufband,  a  fon,  or  a 
brother.  Fearful  and  weak  as  they  are,  they  often 
behave  more  courageoufty  than  the  Men  under 
pains,  ficknefs,  want,  and  the  terrors  of  death  it- 
fclf. 

Need  I  bring  Amazons  from  Scythia  to  prove  the 
fortitude  of  Women  ?  Need  I  run  to  Italy  for  a  Ca - 
milla  to  fhew  an  inftance  of  warlike  courage  ? 
Wou’d  the  wife  of  Fetus ,  who  ftabb’d  herfelf  firft 
to  encourage  her  defponding  hufband  to  do  the 
like,  have  been  afraid  to  mount  a  breach  ?  Wou’d 
not  flie,  who  cou’d  fnatch  the  knife  from  her  bleed¬ 
ing 
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ing  bread,  and  ferenely  give  ic  to  Thrafeas ,  with  a— 
fir  ike ,  Petus!  it  dorit  [mart:  Wou’d  not  die, 

I  fay,  have  been  equally  capable  of  animating  with 
perfuafion  and  example  an  army  in  the  defence  of 
her  country  ?  Let  France  boaft  it*s  maid  of  Orleans  ; 
and  other  nations  glory  in  their  numberlefs  {tore  of 
warlike  Women ,  We  need  not  go  out  of  England 
to  feek  heroines,  while  we  have  annals  t©  preferve 
their  illuftrious  names.  To  whom  did  England 
owe  it’s  deliverance  from  the  tyrannic  yoke  of  the 
Danes  ?  But  to  pafs  over  the  many  indances  of 
warlike  bravery  in  our  fex,  let  it  fuffice  once  more 
to  name  a  Boadicea,  who  made  the  mod  glorious 
dand  againd  the  Romans *  in  the  defence  of  her 
country,  which  that  great  empire  was  ever  a  witnefs 
to.  And  if  her  endeavours  did  not  meet  with  the 
fuccefs  of  an  Alexander ,  a  Cajar ,  or  a  Charles  of 
Sweden  in  his  fortunate  days,  her  courage  and  con- 
dud:  were  fuch,as  render’d  her  worthy  to  be  confi- 
der’d  as  equal,  if  not  fuperior  to  them  all,  in  bravery 
and  wifdom  •,  not  to  mention  the  nobler  motive  of 
her  adions. 

Thus  far  I  think  it  evidently  appears,  that  there 
is  no  fcience ,  office,  or  dignity,  which  Women  have 
not  an  equal  right  to  (hare  in  with  the  Men :  Since 
there  can  be  no  fuperiority  but  that  of  brutal 
drength  (hewn  in  the  latter ,  to  entitle  them  to  en- 
grofs  all  power  and  prerogative  to  themfelves ;  nor 
any  incapacity  proved  in  the  former  to  difqualify 
them  of  their  right,  but  what  is  owing  to  the  un¬ 
juft  oppreflion.  of  the  Men ,  and  might  be  eafily 
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removed.  With  regard  however  to  warlike  em¬ 
ployments,  it  feems  to  be  a  difpofition  of  Provi¬ 
dence  that  cuftom  has  exempted  us  from  them.  As 
failors  in  a  ftorm  throw  overboard  their  more  ufe- 
lefs  lumber,  fo  it  is  but  fit  that  the  Men  alone 
fhou’d  be  expofed  to  the  dangers  and  hardfhips  of 
war,  while  we  remain  in  fafety  at  home.  They  are, 
generally  fpeaking,  good  for  little  elfe  but  to  be 
our  bulwarks  :  And  our  fmiles  are  the  moft  noble 
rewards  which  the  braveft  of  them  all  ought  to 
defire,  or  can  deferve,  for  all  the  hazards  they  en¬ 
counter,  and  for  all  the  labours  they  go  thro’  in 
our  defence  during  the  moft  tedious  campaigns. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  VIII. 


CONCLUSION. 

WH  A  T  I  have  hitherto  faid  has  not  been 
with  an  intention  to  ftir  up  any  of  my  own 
fex  to  revolt  againft  the  Men ,  or  to  invert  the  pre- 
fent  order  of  things  with  regard  to  government  and 
authority .  No,  let  them  ftand  as  they  are.  I  only 
mean  to  (hew  my  fex  that  they  are  not  fo  defpicable 
as  the  Men  wou’d  have  them  believe  themfelves, 
and  that  we  are  capable  of  as  much  greatnefs  of 
foul  as  the  beft  of  that  haughty  fpecies.  And  I  am 
fully  convinc’d  it  wou’d  be  the  joint  intereft  of  both 
to  think  fo. 

This  is  plain  from  the  ill  confequences  attend¬ 
ing  the  oppofite  error.  The  Men^  by  thinking  us 
incapable  of  improving  our  intelledls,  have  entirely 
thrown  us  out  of  all  the  advantages  of  education; 
and  thereby  contributed  as  much  as  poUible  to  make 
us  the  fenfelefs  creatures  they  reprefent  us.  So  that, 
for  want  of  education ,  we  are  render’d  fubjedt  to  all 
the  follies  they  diflike  in  us,  and  are  loaded  with 
their  ill  treatment  for  faults  of  their  own  creating. 
And  what  is  the  confequence  of  this  tyrannic  treat¬ 
ment  ?  Why,  it  finally  reverts  on  themfeves :  The 

fame 
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fame  want  of  learning  and  education  which  hurries 
Women  into  what  difpJeafes  the  Men ,  debars  them 
of  the  virtues  requifite  to  fupport  them  under  the 
ill  treatment  they  are  loaded  with  by  the  Men3  on 
that  account  ♦,  and  for  want  of  thofe  virtues  they 
often  run  very  unjuftifiable  lengths  to  be  revenged 
on  their  tyrants.  Thus  does  it  arrive,  generally 
fpeaking,  that  both  Men  and  Women  hold  one- 
another  in  fovereign  contempt,  and  therefore  vie 
with  each-other  which  (hall  treat  the  other  worft. 
Whereas,  how  happy  might  they  be,  wou’d  both 
fexes  but  refolve  to  give  one  another  that  juft  efteem 
which  is  their  due. 

Howeyer,  if  truth  may  be  fpoken,  it  is  undeni¬ 
able  that  the  blame  lies  chiefly  and  originally  in  the 
Men ..  Since  if  they  wou’d  but  allow  Women  the 
advantages  of  education  and  literature,  the  latter 
wou’d  learn  to  defpife  thofe  follies  and  trifles  for 
which  they  are  at  prefent  unjuftly  defpifed.  Our 
lex  wou’d  be  enabled  to  give  the  Men  a  better  opi¬ 
nion  of  our  capacity  of  head  and  difpofltion  of  heart : 
And  the  Men ,  in  proportion  to  the  encreafe  of  their 
efteem  for  us,  wou’d  leflfen,  and  by  degrees  reform, 
their  ill-treatment  of  us.  Women  wou’d  make  it 
their  ftudy  to  improve  their  parts,  and  with  encreafe 
of  knowledge  would  grow  in  every  ufeful  accom¬ 
pli  Hi  men  t.  Their  pleafure  and  ftudy  would  be  to 
entertain  the  Men  with  fenfe,  and  to  add  folidity 
to  their  charms.  By  which  means  both  fexes  wou’d 
be  happy,  and  neither  have  caufe  to  blame  the 
other ,  But  while  they  lock  up  from  us  all  the 

avenues 
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avenues  to  knowledge,  they  cannot,  without  re¬ 
proach  to  themfelves,  blame  us  for  any  mifconduct 
which  ignorance  may  be  the  occafion  of  *  and  we 
cannot  but  accufe  them  of  the  moil  cruel  injuflice 
in  difefleeming  and  mifufing  us  for  faults  they  de¬ 
prive  us  of  the  power  of  correcting. 
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DEDICATION. 


To  the  Ladies, 

J  F  openly  to  attack  fo  fair  and  favourite  a  part  of 
human  fociety  as  you  are ,  fhould  feem  a  confident 
attempt ;  it  will  appear  a  much  bolder  one ,  to  lay  at 
your  feet ,  for  approbation ,  the  very  inftrument  of  your 
pain ,  ft  ill  warm  and  reeking  from  the  wound  it  has 
given  you .  Methinks  I  fee  fome  pretty  Lady  pouting 
with  an  indignation  fo  amiable ,  that  a  man  would  al- 
mofty  for  the  fake  of  beholding^  purpofely  ftudy  to  pique 
her .  What !  fays  the  charming ,  peevifh  things  is  not 
ftriking  at  our  honour  in  every  tender  part ,  an  injury 
great  enough ,  unlefs  the  aggrejfor  infuljt  us  with  the 
very  weapon  which  has  juft  executed  his  cruel purpofe* 
Muft  we  not  only  fed  the  barbarous  Edge  of  his  un¬ 
generous  fat  ire ,  but  be  taunted  with  a  dedication  of 

it?  ^  ' 

\  \  * 

\  a  v  m  *'  \  V.;-  \  h 

And  truly ,  I  muft  own ,  if  we  are  to  judge  of  things 
by  their  firft  appearances ,  the  angry  Fair-oneh  tranfl 
port  is  not  quite  unreafonable.  But  ftilf  Ladies,  if 
you  allow  yourfelves  leifure  to  refled ,  you  will  not  only 
be  far  from  confidering  me  as  an  infolent  enemy,  but 
will  look  upon  it  as  your  common  intereft  to  acknow- 
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ledge  me  a  generous  friend .  Examine  but  the  nature 

of  the  operation  I  have  performed ,  and  the  difeafe  which 

i/  neceffary ,  you  will  confider  me  in  the  true 

character  1  act  in ;  which  is  not  that  of  a  mercilefs 

.  •  ;  -  J  • 
afi'afiin ,  whofe  end  is  defirubfion *  /^/  0/*  ^  ho- 

nourable  furgeon ,  makes  no  incijion  but  to  let  in  a 

cure  where  it  is  wanting. 


As  I  have  employ'd  a  good  deal  of  time  in  the  ftudy 
of  your  fair  beings,  I  could  not  help  difcovering ,  in  fe¬ 
ver  at  of  you ,  many  vifible  tumors ,  z/z  77/iW  <2//^  hearty 
which ,  like  pimples  on  your  faces ,  injurious  to 

your  real  charms ,  obftrublive  of  the  rational  de¬ 
light  you.  were  born  to  receive  and  befiow.  Never  the- 
lefs ,  the  fame  tender  refpebl,  which  made  me  anxious 
in  wifhing  you  an  effectual  riddance  of  them,  refrained 
me  from  attempting  to  remove  them  my f elf ;  I  faw  no 
probable  means  of  fucceeding  to  my  wife,  but  by  fuch 
an  operation  as  muft  give  exquifite  fmart  to  fame,  how¬ 
ever  beneficial  it  was  likely  to  prove  to  all.  But  when 
I  faw  a  rafio  *  hand  from  among  your  fair  f elves  in- 
difcreetly  bufied  in  clogging  your  evils ,  already  too  dan¬ 
gerous,  with  the  more  dangerous  poultice  of  pride  and 
ambition,  I  thought  it  high  time  to  fpare  you  the 
threatening  gangrene ,  at  the  expence  of  fome  an  guide, 
by  applying,  where  neceffary,  the  lancet  of  fat  ire, 
to  let  out  jhofe  impofthumes ,  which  the  pretty  un- 
defigning  traitrefs  was  labouring  to  render  incurable. 

I  would  ‘ 

*  Sophias  Treatife,  entitled.  Woman  not  inferior  to  Man. 
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I  would  beg  fair  Sophia^  pardon  for  giving  her 
the  title  of  Traitrefs,  if  I  did  not  think  the  epithet 
undefigning  fufficient  to  compenfate  for  apologies.  1 
aw  far  from  imagining  Jhe  had  the  leaf  Jinifter  view 
in  the  work  Jhe  has  puhlijhed :  on  the  contrary ,  I  am 
inwardly  convinced ,  her  intentions  were  excellent .  For 
though  I  have  not  the  honour  or  hap  fine fs  to  know  the 
charming  creature y  however  I  wijh  for  both,  the  no¬ 
ble  fentiments  and  virtuous  difpofitions  Jhe  difcovers  in 
that  ingenious  EJJay ,  oblige  me  to  confider  her  as  ano¬ 
ther  Angelica,  at  once  her  fex’s  noblefi  ornament ,  and 
livelieft  reproach ,  as  well  as  the  tnoft  illufirious  exam¬ 
ple  their  virtuous  ambition  can  afpire  to  copy  after. 
If  all  Women  were  like  her ,  we  floould  have  little 
danger  to  apprehend  from  coming  into  her  Ladyjhip’s 
notions ,  and  I  might  have  fpared  the  pains  of  a  de¬ 
fer  ate  remedy  to  try  to  make  them  fuch •  But  as  the 
cafe  is  quite  otherwife ,  and  their  dangerous  evils  call 
for  a  dangerous  cure,  I  flatter  myfelf ,  lovely  crea¬ 
tures. >  that  floe ,  and  all  fuch  of  you  as  are  like  hery  will 
approve  me  for  attempting  one .  How  much  more  con¬ 
cerned  I  am  for  your  happinefs  than  my  own  fafety^ 
Tfiufi  appear  from  my  entering  the  lifts  againfl  a  Lady 
fo  formidable  as  Sophia  mu  ft  be ,  if  the  charms  of 
her  perfon  are  equal  to  thofeof  her  foul. 

If  my  zeal  for  your  felicity  and  fafety  has  ten¬ 
dered  me  eager  to  ref  cue  you  from  imminent  mifery , 
it  has  equally  tempered  that  eagernefs  with  a  regard 

for 
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for  your  natural  delicacy  in  the  manner  of  doing  it : 
fo  that  wherever  1  found  amputation  necejfary ,  with¬ 
out  ffaring  proud  flejh>  1  have  been  fparing  of  the 
quick .  But  if  neverthelefs,  I  have  not.  been  able  to 
pur  fee  the  honeft  end  of  my  w'ifhes  without  giving  pain 
to  fome  of  you ,  let  your  refentment  be  levelled ,  not  at 
the  injlnment  of  your  cure  ,  but  at  the  evils  which 
called  for  it  ;  not  at  the  hand  which  directed  it,  but 
at  that  which  provoked  it.  Inftead  then  of  frowning 
on  me  as  an  enemy ,  who  has  a  dejign  on  your  honour 
and  happinefs ,  if  you  have  either  at  heart ,  you  will 
exert  all  your  induftry  to/hew  how  far  you  are  from 
being  incurable  in  your  evils ,  by  reaping  the  benefit  ' of 
a  cure  offered  you ,  and  how  little  you  are  averfe  to 
that  cure ,  by  receiving  into  your  graces  the  perfon 
who  has  generoufiy  endeavoured  to  perform  it  at  the 
rifk  of  difpleafing  you . 


Or  otherwife ,  lovely  creatures ,  if  you  are  infenfihle 
of  being ,  or  unwilling  to  own  yourfelves  in  need  of  a 
cure ,  let  that  natural  love  of  change  which  is  fo  be¬ 
witching  in  you,  juftify  my  prefenting  to  you  this  little 
love-gift  in  a  different  fioape ,  by  changing  the  allegory. 
Fhe  iranfition,  however  unconnefied ,  is  no  impropriety 
in  an  addrefs  to  fuch  pretty  variable  things  as  you. 
Fancy  then  that  it  is  a  ufeful  pocket-mirror  I  prefent 
you  with :  it  is  at  leaf  capable  of  anfwering  the  befi 
ends  of  one ,  if  con  fulled  with  the  fame  attention  as 
the  gfuffcs  on  your  toilets .  Indeed  you  will  find  it  left 
flattering  than  moft  of  thofe  are  but  perhaps  it  ?nay 

prove 
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'prove  the  more  ufeful  for  being  fo  ;  and  therefore  ought 
to  be,  at  leaft,  etpuahy  agreeable  to  you,  JBy  Jhewing 
you  to  yourf elves  in  a  true  light ,  it  will ,  /  hope ,  ena¬ 
ble  you  to  improve  the  real  excellencies ,  and  to  remove 
out  of  fight  all  theblemijhes  you  may  difcover  in  your- 
felves .  And  as  patches  and  paint  will  be  ufelefs  to  hide 
the  defe 51  s  which  this  will  point  you  out ,  it  may  pojfi - 
bly  fet  you  on  finding  out  better  expedients  to  prevent 
the  ill  effebis  of  them,  than  the  daubing  difguife  of  aft 
feblation. 

Accept  then  this  little  token  of  my  regard  to  you  in 
the  light  Ipropofe  it  in,  and  lam  confident  you  cannot 
be  out  of  temper  with  the  donor.  For ,  Jhould  any  of 
you  chance  to  fee  yourfelves  in  a  Salacia,  an  Uberia, 
a  Pavonia,  or  feme  other  as  little  pleaftng  figure ,  it 
is  not  the  truth  of  the  reprefentation ,  but  yourfelves, 
you  muft  fall  out  with ,  for  being  fo  like  what  you  are 
fo  unwilling  to  be  thought  like.  And  fuch  of  you  as  may 
applaud  yourfelves  in  the  merit  of  an  Angelica,  can 
have  no  reafon  to  be  angry  with  me ,  for  placing  you  in 
company  which  can  only  ferve  to  fet  your  channs  in  a 
more  confpicuous  light . 


If  I  have  not  reprefented  all  Women  in  that  amia„ 
lie  char  abler,  it  is  not  my  fault ,  but  theirs ,  who  re - 
fufe  or  neglebl  to  affume  it :  for ,  if  you  are  not  all  An¬ 
gelica’s,  yet  many  of  you  have  the  power  to  be  fuch  : 
and  therefore ,  if,  not  with  ft  an  ding  all  I  have  /aid, 
you  are  flill  refolved  to  confider  ms  as  an  enemy ,  for 
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expofmg  the  deformity  of  jo  me  of  you ,  you  have  a  fair 
opportunity  of  taking  an  honourable  revenge ,  by  imme¬ 
diately  affuming  Angelical  char  abler. 

%  \  • 

By  this  means  you  will  condemn  me  to  the  infamy  of 
a  fcandalous  libeller ,  and  make  all  I  have  advanced 
to  the  difgrace  of  your  fex  in  general ,  be  branded  by 
future  ages  with  the  ignominious  title  of  impudent 
falfhood.  And  JJoould  this  undertaking  be  happy  e- 
ttougb  to  provoke  you  to  fuch  a  noble  refentment ,  I 
Jhall  think  my  labour  amply  rewarded  by  the  fruit  it 
produces :  for  fuch  is  the  ardent  zeal  1  have  for 
your  real  felicity ,  that  I  would  gladly  fall  a  f aerifies 
to  the  worft  ejfebls  of  your  indignation ,  to  have  the 
merit  of  contributing  towards  making  you  the  mofi 
perfect,  as  you  are  the  mofi  lovely  beings  in  the  U- 
niverfe . 

4 

I  am, 

LADIES, 

Your  mofi  humble  Servant, 

»  -  -  -  > 

#  *  *  * 


INTRO- 


(  73  ) 


INTRODUCTION. 


H  E  very  great  tendernefs  1  have  al¬ 
ways  exprefled  and  really  felt  for  the 
Fair  Sex,  would  by  no  means  fuffer 
me  now  to  exert  my  pen  againft  that 
delicate  part  of  the  creation  which  has  hitherto  en- 
groffed  my  belt  wifhes,  if  juftice  to  my  own  fex* 
a  difinterefted  zeal  for  the  profperity  of  the  other, 
and  an  invincible  love  of  truth,  did  not  oblige 
me  to  render  them  a  fervice  by  oppofmg  them,, 
Nature,  ever  reminding  me  that  I  was  born  of  a 
Woman ,  bids  me  refped  that  endearing  name;  yet 
honour,  not  allowing  me  to  forget  by  whom  I 
was  begotten,  forbids  me  to  derogate  from  the 
dignity  of  Man .  However  generofity  then  may 
incline  me  to  favour  the  Women ,  by  overlooking 
their  real  imperfedions,  and  putting  an  advanta¬ 
geous  glofs  on  their  little  merits,  yet  it  is  an  ad 
of  juftice  I  owe  to  my  own  fex,  to  defend  its  pre¬ 
rogatives,  when  openly  attacked  by  the  too  da¬ 
ring  ambition  of  the  other. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  world  till  now,  our 
Sex  has  enjoy’d  an  undisputed,  fovereignty  over  the 
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other ,  and  their  joint  confent  in  all  ages  fufficient- 
ly  proves  our  pofleflion  not,  ufurped.  Hitherto 
the  Women i  confcious  of  their  inabilities,  have 
chearfully  acknowledged  the  authority  which  wif- 
dom  gives  the  Men  over  them  \  content  with  the 
foft  dominion  which  Love  fecures  to  them  over 
our  fex.  In  a  word,  the  little  glimmering  of  rea- 
fon,  which  heaven  bellowed  on  them  out  of  com- 
paffion  to  us,  that  they  might  be  in  fome  degree 
a  fort  of  rational  amufement  to  us,  was  fufficient 
to  convince  them  of  the  juftnefs  of  their  fubjec- 
tion.  And  fo  far  from  accufing  nature  of  partiali¬ 
ty  in  making  them  vaflals  to  us,  they  were  fenfi- 
ble  that  Hie  had  been  but  too  bountiful  in  bellow¬ 
ing  on  them  the  privilege  of  reigning  in  the  hearts 
of  their  lords  :  a  privilege  which  we  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  too  generous  to  grudge  them  ;  having 
no  danger  to  apprehend  from  leaving  our  hearts 
in  the  keeping  of  Women ,  while  the  heads  of  the 
fair  keepers  themfelves  were  in  due  fubjedlion  to 
our  own. 

But  the  cafe  mull  neceffarily  alter  from  the  mi¬ 
nute  that  fex  forgets  its  allegiance  to  us.  If  once 
the  Women  prefume  to  call  in  quellion  the  great 
duty  of  vaffalage  to  us,  it  mull  be  time  to  with¬ 
draw  our  hearts  from  their  power.  They  can  no 
longer  be  fafein  the  cuftody  of  fuch  Women  as  re- 
fufe  to  fubmit  themfelves  to  our  authority. 

The  joint  indullry  of  the  Fair  at  all  times,  in 
labouring  to  make  themfelves  agreeable  to  us,  is 
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a  Handing  proof,  that  that  is  the  great  bufmefs  they 
were  created  for,  and  that  the  acquiring  our  Love 
and  Efteem  is  the  higheft  end  their  ambition  ought 
to  foar  to  as  the  poffeflion  of  both  is  the  great 
and  foie  happinefs  they  are  capable  of  enjoying  in 
this  life.  But  how  can  they  hope  ever  to  reach  ei¬ 
ther  ?  without  perfevering  in  the  ufe  of  thofe  me¬ 
thods  which  alone  can  render  them  worthy  to  ob¬ 
tain  what  they  aim  at  ?  How  fhall  they  appear  any 
longer  agreeable  in  our  eyes,  if  once  they  throw 
off  that  modefty  and  fubjedtion  which  alone  can 
give  even  their  native  charms  the  force  to  pleafe 
us  ?  What  title  will  they  have  left  to  our  favour 
and  indulgence,  from  the  moment  they  begin  to 
difpute  our  power  and  prerogative  over  them  ?  In 
a  word,  if,  inftead  of  making  ufe  of  the  little  com- 
plaifances  we  have  for  their  weaknefs,  to  redouble 
their  obedience  and  fidelity  to  us,  they  afpire  to 
become  our  equals  *,  ought  we  not,  in  juft  ice  to 
ourfelves,  and  for  inilrudtion  to  them,  to  fhew 
them,  that  it  has  been  owing  to  our  own  genero- 
fity,  more  than  to  any  right  they  can  claim,  that 
we  have  not  hitherto  treated  them  only  as  our  lefs 
ufeful  (laves. 

However,  one  fhould  be  apt  to  imagine,  that 
Women  had  their  own  interefi;  more  at  heart  than 
to  reduce  us  to  this  extremity.  Who  could  con¬ 
ceive  that  any  one  of  that  fex  would  be  fo  much 
an  enemy  to  herfelf  and  the  reft,  as  to  rifle  the 
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forfeiture  of  that  liberty  which  the  Men  have  fo 
gracioufly  raifed  them  to,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
grafping  at  a  power  which  they  are  fure  of  never 
attaining  ?  And  yet,  inconceivable  as  it  is,  our  own 
times  can  fhew  a  very  recent  inftance  of  it  in  a 
lady,  who,  perhaps  for  the  fake  of  becoming  an  au¬ 
thor,  has  taken  abundance  of  pains  to  convince 
us,  that  there  is  no  excefs  of  extravagance  which 
that  fex  cannot  attempt,  and  no  prefumption  in 
them  which  merits  our  furprize. 

Every  one  will  be  able  to  guefs  that  I  am  fpeak- 
ing  of  Sophia,  that  enlightened  Lady,  who  has 
furprifingly  found  out,  that  Man  is  not  fuperior  to 
Woman  in  any  thing  but  what  fhe  pleafes  to  call 
brutal  ftrength !  So  extravagant  an  afifertion  cannot 
but  be  attended  with  very  fatal  confequences  to 
both  fexes,  if  liftened  to  by  the  Women  :  and  what 
will  not  Woman  liilen  to,  which  flatters  her  vanity, 
ambition,  curiofity,  or  love  of  change  ? 

For,  Women  have  fantaftic  conftitutions , 
Inconftant  as  their  wijhes ,  ever  wav' ring , 

Find  never  fix'd.  Ven.  Prefl 

Safe  in  the  paradife  of  our  protecting  love,  they 
are  fure  of  happinefs,  while,  confcious  of  the  blefl- 
fing,  they  perflft  in  deferving  it,  by  their  fidelity 
and  obedience  !  But  if  once  they  give  ear  to  this 
fair  fallen  angel,  like  true  daughters  of  their  firfl: 
fickle  parent  Eve,  the  flattering  bait  of  power, 
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dignity,  and  knowledge,  will  cheat  them  of  that 
happinefs  ;  and,  by  exciting  them  to  difobey,  will 
banilh  them  the  fan&uary  of  our  hearts,  their 
only  afylum  from  fcorn  and  wretchednefs.  So  (if 
we  may  compare  great  things  with  little,  the  fa- 
cred  with  the  vain)  the  darkeft  angels  once  were 
happy  ;  till  Lucifer ,  the  nobleft,  brighteft  of  them 
all,  not  content  to  be  the  Almighty’s  favourite 
creature,  and  next  in  glory  to  the  Deity,  vainly 
afpired  to  be  the  eternal  fovereign’s  equals  rebelled 
againft  his  Lord ,  and  drew  whole  legions  into  the 
revolt.  But  what  was  the  confequence  of  their 
prefumption  ?  they  juftly  incurred  their  maker  s 
indignation,  were  banifhed  heaven,  and  fell  the  un¬ 
pitied  vidfims  of  their  rafh  ambition.  Infinite  as 
the  diflance  is  between  God  and  Man,  it  is  eafy  to 
fee  the  analogy  between  the  revolt  of  thefe  ambi¬ 
tious  fpirits  againft  their  heavenly  fovereign,  and 
the  rebellion  to  which  Sophia? s  dodtrine  may  excite 
the  reft  of  her  fex  againft  the  natural  Lords ,  to 
whom  God  made  them  fubjedt  here  on  earth* 
But  let  the  fair  copies  of  thofe  fickle  beings,  cau¬ 
tioned  by  their  fall,  avoid  the  leaft  appearance* 
of  their  fault  ;  left,  afpiring  to  be  our  equals  y 
they  fliould  lofe  our  affedtion,  which  alone  entitles 
them  to  the  little  condefcendences  we  have  for 
them,  and  fall  irrevocably  to  the  low  condition 
into  which  our  difregard  is  capable  of  finking 
them. 
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To  fhew  them  how  much  I  am  their  friend,  and 
how  fincerely  I  wifh  to  preferve  them  in  that  de¬ 
gree  which  the  generofity  of  the  Men  have  lifted 
them  to,  I  fhall  here  render  them  all  the  fervice 
their  tender  capacities  will  permit  me  to  do,  by- 
endeavouring  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  difcovery  of 
the  gay  illufions  of  this  afpiring  lady ;  that  they 
may  not  become  the  dupes  of  her  friendly  but  mif- 
taken  zeal  for  them,  which  might  otherwife  do 
them  more  mifchief  than  their  greateft  enemies 
could  wifh  done,  or  than  their  native  charms  could 
poffibly  repair. 

This  dextrous  female,  to  give  us  a  fample  of 
the  expertnefs  of  her  fex  at  invention,  has  artfully 
enough  thrown  in  a  caveat  againft  any  Man's  be¬ 
ing  judge  of  the  equality  or  inferiority  of  merit  in 
Women ,  as  compared  with  Men  \  becaufe  truly  the 
Men  are  to  be  considered  as  parties  concerned,  and 
therefore  mufc  all  be  partial  in  their  judgment. 
However,  I  muff  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  though 
it  is  true,  that  the  generality  of  both  fexes  are 
weak  enough  to  give  prejudice  and  intereft  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  truth  and  juftice  ;  yet  even  Sophia  her-' 
felf  cannot  be  fo  rafhly  cenforious  as  to  imagine 
that  all  are  unjuft  alike.  And  therefore  fhe  mull 
own  that  fame  few  Men  may  be  found  among  us* 
who,  fuppofmg  their  intereft  to  be  ever  fo  nearly 
concerned,  would  neverthelefs  be  honeft  enough  to 
acknowledge  the  Women  for  their  equals,  if  there 
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tyas  the  lead  appearance  of  reafon  In  their  favour  ; 
and  to  make  them  every  conceffion  they  had  a  right 
to  demand. 

For  my  own  part,  at  lead,  I  have  fo  indefeafible 
a  right  to  be  rank’d  in  the  number  of  thofe  few, 
that  the  mod:  jealous  of  their  fex  cannot  difpute 
my  title.  For,  on  one  fide,  I  can  have  no  intered 
to  biafs  me ;  having  nothing  to  hope  or  fear  from 
my  own  fex,  and  expecting  as  little  from  the  op¬ 
posite  :  and,  on  the  other,  if  I  have  received  any 
partiality  from  inclination,  it  is  all  for  the  Women . 
I  do  not  fay  this  out  of  any  ambition  of  being 
judge  in  fo  unthankful  an  affair,  in  which  it  will 
be  impoffible  to  do  judice  to  one  party  without 
giving  the  other  offence.  And  I,  of  all  Men?  have 
the  lead:  reafon  to  court  the  occafion  of  difpleafing 
thofe  amiable  creatures,  who  cannot  myfelf  give 
them  the  flighted  pain  without  Sharing  with  them 
in  it. 

Indead,  therefore,  of  taking  upon  me  the  office 
of  deciding  on  the  merit  of  the  Fair  Sex,  and  the 
degree  they  ought  to  dand  in  comparatively  with 
the  Men  *,  I  ffiall  leave  it  to  themfelves  to  be  judges 
in  their  own  caufe,  after  I  have  fairly  dated  what 
is  worthy  obfervation  on  both  fides  of  the  debate. 
For  I  can  by  no  means  apprehend  any  thing  from 
their  partiality,  or  prejudice,  when  I  confider  how 
much  it  is  to  their  own  advantage  to  be  jud  to  the 
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Men,  and  how  feldom  they  are  guilty  of  disregard¬ 
ing  their  own  private  interefts. 

The  more  judicious  part  of  our  fex  may  per¬ 
haps  think  it  dangerous  to  trull  the  Women  as 
judges  of  any  thing  where  reafon  is  concerned,  on 
account  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  intelledts,  which 
feldom  can  reach  higher  than  a  head-drefs.  But  to 
remove  all  objedtions  of  this  kind,  I  lhall  endea¬ 
vour  to  make  the  matter  plain  to  them,  by  treating 
it  in  the  moll  familiar  manner ;  not  only  to  pre¬ 
vent  their  weakening  the  little  underllanding  they 
have,  by  keeping  it  too  much  upon  the  llretch, 
but  to  fave  them  from  expoling  their  light-pinion’d 
fancy  to  the  refilllefs  beams  of  fcrutiny,  by  Soar¬ 
ing  above  their  capacity :  I  lhall  do  my  utmolt  to 
make  Reafon  Hoop  to  'their  comprehenfion,  by  con¬ 
fining  myfelf  entirely  to  their  Sphere.  In  doing 
this,  I  know  it  will  be  expedled  that  I  Ihould  take 
notice  of  whatever  may  Seem  worthy  of  any  in  the 
pretty  whimlical  Treatife  with  which  Sophia  has 
thought  lit  to  divert  the  public  :  and  therefore  I 
Shall  follow  the  method  She  has  pointed  out  to 
me.  However,  I  mull  beg  to  be  excufed  from  be¬ 
ing  acceffary  to  her  loling  herfelf  and  her  partifans 
in  the  maze  of  Theory  ;  a  ground  too  holy  for  Fe¬ 
male  feet  to  tread  with  impunity.  No ;  pradtice 
is  the  boundary  of  their  province  ;  and  therefore 
I  Shall  wholly  confine  myfelf,  in  this  little  Trea¬ 
tife,  to  practical  reafoning ;  except  where  I  am 
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obliged  to  ffep  afide  to  recover  my  bewildered  fair 
antagonift  from  the  danger  of  ftraying  out  of  her 
latitude. 

It  will  be  a  needlefs  repetition  to  fay,  that  my 
only  motive  in  oppofing  this  Lady  is,  the  defire 
of  feconding  her  good  intention,  by  doing  effedtu- 
al  fervice  to  her  fex ;  as  my  only  view  in  laying 
open  their  foibles  is,  the  hope  I  conceive  of  ren¬ 
dering  them  lefs  pernicious  to  themfelves.  How¬ 
ever,  tender  as  I  defign  to  be  in  handling  the  faults 
of  thefe  delicate  creatures,  I  am  fenfible  that  an 
operation  of  this  kind  cannot  but  give  them  fome 
fmart.  Neverthelefs,  refolved,  like  an  honeft  fur- 
geon,  to  conquer  the  little  reluctances  of  a  heart 
difpofed  to  companion,  I  fhall  rather  choofe  to 
give  them  a  little  momentary  pain,  than  fuffer 
them,  out  of  falfe  tendernefs,  to  rifle  a  more  fatal 
mortification.  The  little  uneafinefs,  which  the 
probing  of  their  blemifhes  may  occafion,  will  be 
amply  attoned  for  by  the  gangrene  it  will  prevent  *, 
efpecially  fmee  natural  propenfity  towards  them 
will  incline  me  to  ufe  them  as  gently  as  pofhble. 
Not  that  I  exped  my  fair  patients  to  be  reconciled 
to  the  cure,  while  they  are  under  the  operation, 
any  more  than  I  can  think  of  feeing  a  delirious 
man  fond  of  the  hand  which  trepans  him.  I  only 
flatter  myfelf,  that  when  once  they  have  received 
benefit  enough  to  be  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  it, 
they  will  thank  me  for  my  labour  :  a  labour,  in 
which  neither  paflion  nor  prejudice,  and  much  lefs 
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intereft,  could  have  any  fhare,  with  one  whofe  age 
and  ftate  of  life  raife  him  from  being  biafied  by 
the  fmiles  of  their  fex,  or  the  frowns  of  his  own. 
So  that  even  thofe  pretty  incurables,  whom  no¬ 
thing  will  be  fufficient  to  prevail  with  to  confider 
me  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  an  enemy,  can¬ 
not,  without  injuftice,  deny  me  to  be  a  generous 
one  :  though  how  far  I  am  from  being  one  at  all, 
will  belt  appear  in  the  conclufion  of  this  little 
piece.  And,  therefore,  relying  on  the  upright- 
nefs  of  my  own  intentions,  and  the  manner  of  exe¬ 
cuting  them,  I  fhall  confidently  proceed  to  the 
fubjedt  in  queftion.  But,  before  we  defcend  to  par¬ 
ticulars,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  general  examination. 
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SECTION  I. 

Whether  the  Superiority  of  the  Men  over  the 
Women  is  not  pounded  on  font e thing  wore 
folid  than  Cuftom  and  Prejudice. 

T  cannot  be  denied  that  the  ingeni- 
JC  ous  Lady  whom  I  have  to  contend 
I  with,  is,  for  a  Woman,  no  defpica- 

ble  adverfary.  The  caufe,  indeed^ 
fhe  has  undertaken  to  defend  is  none 
of  the  belt.  But,  bad  as  it  is,  fhe  has  been  cauti- 
ous  enough  to  make  ufe  of  ail  the  means  practica¬ 
ble  to  render  her  arguments,  in  the  fupport  of  it* 
unanfwerable.  She  could  not,  without  a  aegree  of 
blindnefs,  poffibly  overlook  the  irrefragable  au¬ 
thority  of  a  practice  founded  upon  a  prefeription  as 

ancient  as  human  nature.  She  knew  that  the  fu- 
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pcriority  of  Man  over  Woman  was  no  novelty  to  ek 
ther  fex  ever  fince  Adam's  time  ;  and  therefore  ima-* 
gined,  as  well  fhe  might,  that  it  could  be  no  eafy 
matter  to  invert  this  difpofition  of  things,  fo  ve¬ 
nerable  from  the  fingle  confideration  of  its  anti¬ 
quity,  without  removing  the  obftacle  which  cuftom 
put  in  her  way,  by  leffening  the  regard  which  the 
moil  confiderate  are  inclined  to  pay  to  it.  This 
/lie  has  endeavoured  to  do  :  but  how  ?  why,  truly, 
by  enumerating  fome  few  inilances,  in  which  man¬ 
kind  ol  both  fexes  have  been  led  into  error  by  a 
blind  prejudice  in  favour  of  habitual  ignorance, 
and  not  of  pra&ical  pofitive  cuftom  ;  and  thofe  too 
inilances  of  a  particular  nature,  and  in  which  all 
Men  were  not  concerned,  as  the  diibelief  of  the 
Antipodes ,  the  fuppofed  fpirits  of  machinery ,  and  the 
fancied  machinery  of  Cartefian  animals.  Whereas, 
to  convince  us  that  cuftom  is  never  to  be  regarded, 
fhe  fhould  have  inftanced  fome  one  cuftom  as  uni- 
verial  with  relation  to  place  and  time,  as  that  of 
Woman's  fubjeflion  to  Man,  in  which  mankind  had 
confefledfy  found  themfelves  in  error. 

As  this  is  pail  her  ikill  to  do,  it  is  plain  fhe  has 
run  beyond  her  mark,  and  contrary  to  her  defign 
eftablifhed  an  argument  in  favour  of  Man's  au¬ 
thority  over  Woman ,  on  the  very  principle  of  cuftom , 
which  (lie,  with  fo  much  induftry  and  artifice,  la¬ 
boured  to  undermine.  For  it  cannot  without  rafh- 
nefs  be  doubted,  but  that  mankind  being  rational 
creatures,  and  therefore  not  only  directed,  but  even 
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of  themfelves  inclined,  to  do  nothing  without  rea¬ 
fon,  they  mull  have  confulted  reafon  for  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  fuch  pradtices  as  have  been  univerfally 
received  by  both  fexes,  in  all  places,  and  at  all 
times.  Infomuch  that  it  is  impofiible  for  any  in 
their  fenfes  to  conceive -that  right  reafon  and  pru¬ 
dence  had  no  hand  in  eftablifhing  the  cuftoms, 
which  both  oblige  us  to  conform  to,  and  which  we 
cannot  deviate  from,  without  breaking  in  upon 
order  and  decency.  . 

Of  this  nature  is  the  cuftom,  if  Sophia  choofes 
to  call  it  fo,  which  directs  the  Woman  to  be  fob- 
jedt  and  fubmiftive  to  the  heaven-derived  authority 
of  their  natural  fovereign  Man  :  a  cuftom,  which 
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whether  right  or  wrong,  mu  ft  fo  nearly  concern 
every  individual  of  human  nature,  that  neither  fex 
could  be  fuppofed  fo  indifferent  to  their  happinefs, 
as  not  to  confult  reafon  before  they  eftablifhed  or 
rejected  it.  And  therefore,  ftnee  both  fexes  from 
the  creation  unanimoufly  eftablifhed  this  pradfcice* 
and  handed  it  down  thro5  all  ages  to  our  own,  it 
is  the  height  of  temerity  to  impute  the  power  of 
the  Men  over  the  W omen  to  inconfiderate  cuftom ,  or 
to  any  caufe  inferior  to  reafon  and  prudence. 

Have  not  the  Women  ever  been,  and  are  they  not 
at  this  prefent  time,  in  every  country,  in  abfolute 
fubjedtion  to  the  Men ,  and  wholly  dependent  on 
them  in  all  things  ?  W here  was,  or  is,  the  nation 
in  which  the  former  were  confidcr’d,  even  by  them¬ 
felves,  as  equal  with  the  latter  ?  It  will  not  do,  to 
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quote  upon  me  the  virago  tribe  of  Scythia ;  for 
let  it  be  confider’d,  that  it  can  be  no  wonder  that 
the  Women  fhould  not  be  fubjedb  to  Men  in  a  na¬ 
tion  wholly  made  up  of  fuch  Women  as  the  moft 
ignoble  of  our  fex  at  that  time  fcorned  to  rule 
over.  No,  let  any  one  affirm,  if  truth  will  per¬ 
mit,  that  the  Women  were  ever  treated  in  any  one 
nation  made  up  of  both  fexes,  upon  a  better  foot¬ 
ing  than  inferior  fubjedts  ;  fit  at  belt  only  to  be  the 
upper  fervants  in  their  families. 

This  is  the  light  in  which  they  have  always  been 
viewed  here  in  England ;  the  place  in  the  world 
where  the  Fair-fex  is  the  moil  regarded,  and  per¬ 
haps  deferves  moft  to  be  fo.  And  every  one  knows 
how  much  worfe  they  are  looked  upon  in  fome 
countries,  where  they  are  efteemed  abfolute  flaves. 
In  China  they  are  confined  to  fee  no  one  but  their 
hufbands  and  children  3  and  have  their  feet  kept 
finall  on  purpofe  to  prevent  their  gadding.  In 
j turkey  they  are  pamper’d  prifoners  at  beft  :  almoft 
throughout  Afia^  Africa ,  and  America  wives  are  but 
houfe-maids  for  life  :  in  moft  parts  of  Europe ,  in¬ 
deed,  they  are  treated  a  little  more  gently  *,  tho5* 
the  difference  is  but  little  in  Italy  ^  and  fcarce  dif- 
cernable  in  Spain .  In  a  word,  they  are  every  where 
employed  in  nothing  but  what  is  low  and  fervile. 
Their  higheft  dignities  are  limited  to  houfe-wifery, 
and  their  common  ufe  is  to  be  kept  for  breed¬ 
ers.  In  England  alone  it  is,  that  they  are  raifed  to 
the  office  of  diffipators  of  our  more  intenfe 
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thoughts,  amufing  lullers  of  our  care  and  applica¬ 
tion,  and  a  kind  of  under-companions  to  us,  when 
reafon  is  difpofed  to  relax.  Nor  is  it  eafy  to  com¬ 
prehend  how  it  is  pofhble  to  raife  them  higher, 
with  any  fhew  of  reafon,  confidering  their  natural 
incapacity  for  every  thing  above  the  fphere  they 
actually  move  in.  So  that,  however  the  men  might 
be  difpofed,  and  whatever  endeavour  they  might 
make  ufe  of,  to  alter  the  prefent  difpofition  of  mat¬ 
ters  with  regard  to  the  Fair-fex,  it  is  abfolutely 
impoflible  to  fucceed  in  it.  f: 

It  is  doubtlefs  for  this  reafon,  that  the  wifefl  of 
law-givers,  in  founding  their  common-wealths, 
have  never  once  eftablifhed  any  thing  in  favour  of 
an  equality  between  both  fexes.  Their  laws,  on 
the  contrary,  have  tended  only  to  confirm  the  Wo¬ 
men  in  an  entire  fubjeftion  to  the  Men .  The  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  learned  of  all  ages  have  advanced 
many  things  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Woman  z 
but  not  one  has  ever  thought  of  adding  the  leaft 
privilege  to  thofe  we  have  in  general  agreed  to  al¬ 
low  them.  Nay,  the  wife  of  all  times  and  places, 
are  fo  unanimous  in  the  eflablifhment  of  the  Men's 
fovereignty  over  Women ,  that  one  fhould  be  apt  to 
imagine  they  had  confpired  together,  but  for  the 
evident  impofiibility,  that  fo  many  perfons  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages,  diflan t  climes,  and  oppofite  interefls, 
unknown  to  each  other,  fhould  be  able  to  combine 
with  one  another.  Whence  it  is  plain  to  a  demon- 
ilration,  that  the  Hate  of  fubordination,  which 
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Woman  is  in  to  Mm*  muff  have  been  dilated  to 
both  fexes,  by  nature,  and  eftablifhed  by  reafon 
and  prudence . 

This  alone  might  fuffice  to  fhew  how  greatly 
the  Lady,  my  antagonift,  is  overfeen,  in  imputing 
the  power  of  our  fex  over  her  own,  to  blind  cuftom 
ana  inconfiderate  prejudice.  But  what  will  con¬ 
firm  it  ftill  more,  is  the  univerfal  eafe  with  which 
the  Women  of  all  ages  have  fupported  this  their  con¬ 
dition.  The  general  content  with  which  they  fub- 
mit,  is  a  plain  proof,  that  they  look  upon  fubmif- 
fion  as  a  natural  duty  they  owe  to  us ;  and  that, 
confcious  of  the  legalnefs  of  our  authority,  they 
pafs  the  fame  judgment  on  their  dependency  as 
every  Man  does :  infomuch  that  both  fexes  appear 
convinced  that  their  fouls  are  as  different  as  their 
bodies,  and  that  there  ought  to  be  as  great  dif- 
tin&ion  between  the  two  fexes  in  all  the  fundtions 
of  life,  as  there  is  in  that  of  inftrumentally  pro¬ 
ducing  it.  All  which  confider’d,  no  Woman  in 
her  fenfes  can  doubt  of  the  fubje&ion  of  that  fex 
to  ours,  being  founded  on  the  laws  of  nature  and 
reafon. 

But  as  Sophia  feems  not  to  have  any  difregard 
for  religion,  it  will  not  be  a  difficult  matter,  I  pre- 
fume,  to  convince  her,  that  the  divine  providence 
had  a  fpecial  pofitive  hand  in  fixing  Women  in  their 
prefent  ftate  oi  iubjedtion.  Let  her  but  look  into 
the  third  chapter  of  Genefis ,  and  fhe  will  there 
find  that  Man  has  his  charter  ol  fuperiority  from 

God’s 


I 


( 89 ) 

God’s  own  mouth.  For,  fpeaking  to  Eve,  he  tells 
her,  fhy  defire  Jhall  be  to  thy  hufband ,  and  he  fall 
rule  over  thee .  St.  Paul,  in  many  places,  confirms 
this  charter  to  Men  in  the  repeated  precepts  he 
gives  to  Women  to  be  fubjeCt  to  them  \  but  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  fifth  chapter  to  th tEphefians,  he  fays. 
Wives  fubmit  your f elves  unto  your  own  hufibands  as 
unto  the  Lord ;  for  the  hujband  is  the  head  of  the  wife . 
—-And  to  fliew  thejuflice  of  this  law,  in  another 
place  he  gives  a  fubflantial  reafon  for  it,  to  wit , 
that  the  Man  is  not  of  the  Woman,  but  the  Wo¬ 
man  of  the  Man.  In  which  laid  words  he  plainly 
alludes  to  the  manner  and  occafion  of  their  crea¬ 
tion  ;  which,  if  rightly  confider’d,  will  indifputa- 
bly  prove  how  much  the  Woman  is  inferior  to  the 
Man ,  from  the  very  fource  of  their  being.  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  we  are  told,  created  Man,  a  good, 
noble,  and  intelligent  creature,  to  lord  it  over  this 
vaft  univerfe  ;  and  therefore  created  him  laft,  that 
nothing  might  be  wanting  to  his  wifhes  from  the 
minute  of  his  production.  But  having  form’d 
him  of  the  duft  of  the  earth,  that  he  might  have 
fomething  in  common  with  the  creatures  he  was 
made  to  command,  the  Lord  found  that  alloy  too 
ftrong  for  the  perfection  he  defigned  to  give  him : 
and  therefore  extracted  from  the  reft  of  his  body 
whatever  he  found  "of  mean,  imperfeCt,  and  fa¬ 
vouring  too  much  of  the  animal,  and  confined  it 
to  a  fingle  rib  •,  which  had  undoubtedly  been  an¬ 
nihilated  but  for  the  wifdorn  of  this  all-powerful 
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contriver,  which  is  capable  of  aligning  a  life  to 
the  moil  ufelefs  things  in  themfelves.  The  crea¬ 
tor,  then,  loth  to  deftroy  any  thing,  However  de- 
fpicable  in  itfelf,  which  had  any  relation  to  this  his 
favourite  creature,  and  knowing  that  Man  was  as 
yet  unprovided  of  a  proper  vehicle  to  convey  his 
being  to  pofterity,  took  from  him  his  rib,  this  fink 
of  his  defers,  and  fhaped  it  into  Woman ,  little 
concerned  about  any  perfe6tions  in  the  foil,  but 
fuch  as  immediately  tend  to  the  production  of  that 
noble  fruit,  for  which  it  was  faved  from  reproba¬ 
tion.  It  is  true,  indeed,  to  invite  mankind  to 
make  the  ufe  of  this  pretty  expletive  of  nature,  for 
which  it  was  defign’d,  he  made  it  fair  ;  but  then, 
like  all  other  beautiful  veffels,  he  left  it  fraif  and 
full  of  foibles,  as  he  firft  found  it  when  he  ridded 
Adam's  noble  compofition  of  it.  Such  then  i$ 
Woman  traced  up  to  her  origin  : 

- - — — -  Her  all  is  but  a  fhowy 

Rather  than  f  olid  virtue  *,  all  but  a  riby 
Crooked  by  nature.  Oh  !  why  did  Gody 
Creator  wifey  that  peopled  higheft  heaven 
With  fpirits  mafculiney  create  at  lafi 
Hois  novelty  on  earth  !  this  fair  defebl 
Of  nature !  and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 
With  men ,  as  angels ,  without  feminine , 

Or  find  fome  other  way  to  generate  mankind. 

.  •  •  ;  " 
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But  here  we  are  loft,  and  have  no  other  refuge 
from  the  doubts  of  human  imbed llity  than  the 
unfearchable  wifdom  of  him  who  had  it  in  his 
power  of  the  fame  lump  to  make  one  vejfel  to  honour  , 
and  the  other  unto  difhonour .  God  had  his  reafons, 
tho’  to  us  incomprehenfible  :  his  wifdom  knew  it 
right  to  do  the  thing  he  did,  and  therefore  not  to 
tempt  man  to  withftand  his  will,  he  confulted 
him  not :  no, 

Heav'n  took  him  Jleeping  when  he  Woman  made$ 

-  Had  Man  been  waking ,  he  had  ne’er  confented. 

Dryden. 

But  I’ll  dwell  no  longer  on  an  argument  which 
has  too  much  truth  in  it,  not  to  give  fome  pain  to 
the  moft  infenfible  among  thofe  fair  mifchiefs, 
which  furnifh  the  matter  of  it.  Let  it  fuffice  that 
I  have  fhewn  how  much  inferior  to  us  they  are, 
from  their  creation,  if  confidered  in  themfelves. 
And  now  I  fhall  proceed  to  difcufs  the  matter  a 
little  farther  with  Sophia . 

■  '  '  i  V  .  . 

. :  .  -  <•  •  J  --  - 

•  »-  r 


N  2  SEC- 


(  92  ) 


*  *  t  •  .  *  *  *'  . 

SECTION  II. 

In  what  EJleem  the  Women  are  held  by  the 

Men*  and  how  juftly • 

1\  M  Y  fair  adverfary  is  undoubtedly  right  in 
lyjL  faying,  that,  “  the  Men  are  unanimous 
in  thinking  her  Sex  made  only  for  their  ufe,  fit 
iC  only  to  breed,  and  nurfe  children  in  their  ten- 
45  der  years,  to  mind  houfhold  affairs,  and  to  o- 
4C  bey,  ferve,  and  pleafe  the  mailers  appointed 
<c  them  by  heaven.93  And  would  not  all  IV omen 
be  as  right  in  thinking  the  fame  with  Men  ?  Can 
it  be  doubted  by  the  chriftian  Sophia ,  that  her  fex 
was  made  for  our  ufe,  after  St.  Paul  has  told  her 
in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians ,  that  the  Man  was 
not  made  for  the  Woman,  but  the  Woman  for  the 
Man  ?  A  text  fufficient  of  itfelf  to  prove  that  all 
other  creatures  were  made  for  him,  if  Woman  may 
be  allowed  to  be  fuperior  to  all  but  him.  To 
which,  if  we  add  the  circumftances  of  God’s  bring¬ 
ing  Woman ,  with  the  reft  of  the  animals  and  inani¬ 
mate  creatures,  to  him  to  receive  a  name,  and  af¬ 
terwards  fubje£ling  them  to  his  authority ;  it  is 
impoffible  to  doubt  of  their  being  created  purpofe- 
ly  for  him. 
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So  that  tho*  the  eonfideration  of  Man's  not  being 
created  till  all  creatures  were  in  readinefs  for  him, 
be  no  contemptible  argument  of  their  being  created 
for  his  ufe,  yet  it  is  far  from  being  the  only  one 
on  which  he  builds  his  authority.  It  is  the  only 
t)ne,  indeed,  which  Sophia  thought  to  her  purpofe 
to  alledge  ;  tho5  had  fhe  allowed  herfelf  time  to 
reflecft,  Woman  as  fhe  is,  fhe  might  have  been  able 
to  fee  how  little  it  fuits  the  purpofe  fhe  has  applied 
it  to.  For  fhe  is  certainly  miftaken  in  faying,  that, 
“  if  this  argument  has  any  weight  at  all,  it  muft 
tc  equally  prove  that  the  Men  were  made  for  the 
“  Woman's  ufe  rather  than  file  for  theirs.59  And 
her  miftake,  it  is  plain,  arifes  from  the  vulgar  er¬ 
ror  of  imagining  that  Woman  was  created  at  all  : 
whereas,  any  underftanding,  even  inferior  to  that 
of  Woman ,  if  fuch  a  being  could  exift,  would  be 

i  - 

capable  of  difcerning,  that  the  produdtion  of  that 
weak  fex  was  no  diftinbt  creation  from  that  of 
Man ;  but  only  a  mere  refinement  of  his  noble 
compofition,  by  purifying  and  feparating  it  from 
its  drofs.  So  that  tho5  Woman  be,  with  regard  to 
Man ,  a  fort  of  after-produced  being,  Man  is  ftill 
the  laft  compleat  creature  which  iftued  from  the 
hands  of  God.  And,  therefore,  tho5  the  authori¬ 
ty  of  Man  over  the  reft  'of  creatures  may  be  de¬ 
duced  from  the  circumftance  of  his  being  created 
laft,  this  circumftance  can  by  no  means  be  wire¬ 
drawn  to  countenance  any  fuperiority  over,  or  even 

equality 
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equality  to  us,  in  the  Women ,  who  can  be  at  beft 
but  mere  half-creatures.  Let  not  Sophia  then,  nor 
any  of  her  fex,  glory  any  more  in  their  difgrace : 
Let  them  not  be  vain  of  the  title  of  Creatures, 
with  which  our  fex  is  fo  generous  as  to  compli¬ 
ment  them  *,  rather  ought  they  to  rejedt  it  as  flat¬ 
tery,  flnce  they  cannot  themfelves  but  be  convin- 
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ced,  that  we  can  look  upon  the  moft  perfect  of 
their  fex  in  no  better  a  light,  than  as  a  kind  of  am¬ 
phibious  thing,  between  a  creature  and  no  crea¬ 
ture  at  all. 

After  what  I  have  juft  now  faid,  good-breeding 
obliges  me  to  add,  that  whenever'  I  let  the  word 
Creature  drop  in  the  courfe  of  this  little  Treatife, 
it  neither  is  nor  will  be  my  meaning  to  offend,  or 
call  them  names  ;  but  a  defire  of  complying  with 

*  f 

Fajhion ;  a  Goddefs  ever  facred  in  their  tender  eyes. 
However,  to  fhew  more  fully  my  averfion  to  abu- 
fing  them,  whenever  I  may  chance  to  give  them 
the  title  of  Creatures,  I  fhall  take  the  precaution 
of  adding  the  foftening  epithets,  pretty ,  charmings 
beautiful ,  &c.  which,  unlefs  I  am  more  unfortu¬ 
nate  than  others  before  me,  would,  I  know,  be 
looked  upon  by  the  generality  of  them  as  a  fuffi- 
cient  atonement  for  the  groffeft  invedtives, 

Tho’  I  mufl  allow  the  Women  to  deferve  that 
feme  care  fhould  be  taken  of  them,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  the  part  they  have  in  the  propagation  of 
human  nature,  as  a  field  does  cn  account  of  the 
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vegetables  It  produces ;  yet  I  cannot  fee  the  reafon 
why  they  are  to  be  confider’d  on  a  level  with  the 
Men  they  bring  forth,  any  more  than  that  the 
mould  in  a  garden  is  to  be  equally  valued  with 
the  fruits  it  produces  *,  unlefs  the  Ladies  place  a 
merit  in  the  fuperior  propenfity  they  have  above 
Men  to  this  office  of  life.  But  however  they  may 
value  themfelves  upon  this  fcore,  I  am  apt  to  be- 
believe  that  they,  who  have  the  moft  of  this  fort 
of  merit,  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  attrad:  the  lead: 
of  our  efteem. 

To  name  but  one  inftance  of  the  many  which 
this  one  town  affords,  Salacia  is  undeniably  rich 
in  this  kind  of  worth,  and  too  much  fo  to  obtain 
the  efteem  of  the  more  moderate  even  of  her  own 
fex.  It  is  true,  ffie  is  fair,  *  moft  exquifttely  fair  ; 
but  not  more  fair  than  wanton.  The  charms  of 
her  perfon  can  be  excelled  by  nothing  but  the 
brightnefs  of  her  wit ;  which  bears  fo  near  a  re- 
femblance  to  fenfe,  that  any  man  would  be  liable 
to  miftake  it  for  fuch,  who  fhould  forbear  reflec¬ 
tion  but  for  a  minute.  Her  good-nature  is  bound- 
lefs,  and  her  evennefs  of  temper  not  to  be  ruffled. 
In  ffiort,  ffie  poffeffes  all  the  blemifhes  which  com- 
pofe  the  perfections  of  her  fex,  in  fo  high  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  we  could  not  but  acknowledge  her  wor¬ 
thy  of  fomething  very  like  our  efteem,  if  all  thefe 
feminine  accompliffiments  were  not  eclipxed  by  one 
more,  which  abforbs  aft  the  reft  :  ffie  is  fenftble 
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that  the  chief  end  fhe  was  made  for  is  to  breed  ; 
and  therefore  is  unweariedly  follicitous  to  anfwer 
that  end.  The  good  man  fhe  pitched  on  for  a 
hufband,  as  the  moft  likely  to  fecond  her  pro¬ 
creative  zeal,  is  indeed  every  way  qualified  to  an¬ 
fwer  the  expedations  of  any  woman  lefs  public- 
fpirited  than  herfelf ;  and  is  rather  induflrious  than 
indolent  in  the  duty  fhe  requires.  But  the  mif- 
fortune  is,  that  his  induftry  to  forward  the  Lady’s 
good  intentions  ferves  only  to  point  out  his  inabi¬ 
lity,  and  to  convince  her,  that  all  Mankind  are 
fcarce  a  fufficient  match  for  one  Woman ,  whofe 
zeal  nothing  lefs  could  gratify  than  being  the  im¬ 
mediate  mother  of  all  men.  If  fhe  herfelf  is  not 
fo,  it  is  more  to  be  afcribed  to  the  obftinacy  of 
fate,  than  any  flacknefs  in  her  capacious  dilpofi- 
tion,  which  takes  in  the  whole  creation  of  the  fpe- 
cies.  And  if  fhe  is  not  inceffantly  employ’d  in  this 
important  office,  it  is  for  want  of  a  perpetual  fuc- 
ceffion  of  help-mates  :  tho’  to  give  her  her  due, 
nature  itfelf  is  not  more  adive  in  multiplying, 
than  fhe  in  procuring  them.  As  fhe  is  never  tired 
with  labouring  towards  the  prefervation  of  the 
kind,  no  affiftant  comes  amifs  to  her  :  her  tafte  is  as 
little  nice  as  her  appetite  is  far  from  being  fated  or 
latiable.  In  the  ad  of  gratifying  it,  like  a  true  woman. 

No  hungry  churl  feeds  coarfer  at  a  feaft  ; 

Every  rank  f col  goes  down.  Otway. 


And 
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And  in  the  few  fhort  intervals  of  bodily  inafti- 
vity,  her  mind  is  ever  bufied  in  preparing  for  ac¬ 
tion.  Awake  fhe  is  ever  conceiving  in  body  or 
foul ;  and  her  very  (lumbers  are  fo  many  rough 
draughts  of  future  embryos.  If  neverthelefs  none 
of  them  are  brought  to  maturity,  it  is  not  for  want 
of  manuring  the  foil  which  fhould  produce  them  : 
in  this,  fo  far  from  being  {paring,  fhe  is  profufe  ; 
for,  as  the  polite  Lord  Lanfdown  fays  of  another 
heroine  of  the  fame  clafs,  I  may  fay. 

She's  mine ,  or  thine ,  and^  ftroliing  up  and  down , 
Sucks  in  more  filth  than  any  fink  in  town . 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  all  this  extravagant  merit 
in  Salacia ,  intitles  her  to  no  degree  of  efteem  from 
our  fex  or  her  own.  Her  too  eager  defire  of  be¬ 
ing  ferviceable  to  human  fpecies  renders  her  ufe- 
lefs,  nay  deftrudtive  to  it.  What  colonies  might 
not  the  motley  nation  of  foetufies  within  herMiave 
peopled,  if  properly  difperfed  !  which  are  now  too 
bufy,  in  ft ruggling  for  room,  to  aim  at  maturity ; 
and  too  much  taken  up  in  their  inteftine  war,  with 
deftroying  each  other,  to  add  one  perfedt  indivi¬ 
dual  to  the  decaying  numbers  of  mankind.  In  a 
word,  what  efteem  can  we  have  for  a  Woman  made 
barren  by  excels  of  fertility,  and  lavilh  of  the 
choiceft  fruits  of  the  creation  by  an  infatiable  luft 
of  monopolizing  them. 

O  Oavm 
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Clavta ,  it  muft  be  own’d,  has  been  more  cau¬ 
tious.  tho’  not  lefs  criminal.  Difpofed  from  her 
cradle  to  become  a  common  refervoir  of  human 
nature,  fhe  took  care  not  to  launch  out  into  whole- 
fale  lechery,  till  fhe  furnifhed  the  world  with  a 
breeder  in  her  Head.  Indeed,  fhe  makes  ample 
amends  in  her  old  age  for  the  little  time  fhe  loft 
in  her  prime,  by  converting  her  houfe  into  a  pub¬ 
lic  ftew,  and  making  herfeif  the  fewer  of  it.  All 
Men  are  welcome  there,  from  the  tall  apothecary 
to  the  lufty-limb’d  porter..  Tho’  neither  the  pur- 
chafed  rofes  on  her  cheeks,  nor  the  borrow’d  ivory 
in  her  gums,  would  have  any  power  over  the  moft 
rampant,  even  of  her  powder’d,  pamper’d,  parti- 
colour’d  ftal lions  in  keeping,  if  the  yellow  charms 
of  all-enchanting  gold,  which  the  god  of  walte  has 
lavifhed  upon  her,  did  not  fill  the  deep-indented 
furrows  of  feventy.  ’Tis  by  this  fhe  is  impower- 
ed,  in  the  lait  ftage  of  life,  to  vie  with  her  fex  in 
the  favourite  commerce  of  their  youth,  and  to  > 

convince  the  world,  that  tho’  there  are  fome  JVo~ 

■  < 

men,  whom  the  whole  collection  of  Mankind 
would  be  an  equal  match  for,  there  are  others 
again  of  more  extenfive  inclinations,  who,  but  for 
the  fhort  date  of  their  exigence,  could  indefatiga- 
bly  weary  a  new  creation  of  Men  in  the  bufinefs  of 
enjoyment.  Not  that  fhe  herfeif  is  capable  of 
reaping  any  thing  from  fruition  but  the  guilt  of 
it :  too  old  and  batter’d  to  produce  even  a  mon- 
iter,  and  too  inanimate  for  any  fenfation  :  fine  has 

nothing 
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nothing  to  enjoy  but  fin  :  and  this  her  eager  foul 
has  fuch  a  talent  for,  that,  like  the  daemon  who 
infpires  her,  fhe  can  take  in  an  eternity  of  luffc 
into  one  fingle  minute  :  and  multiply  one  libidi¬ 
nous  a 6t  into  an  infinity.  Such  are  the  pretty- 
creatures  we  are  to  efteem  for  the  talent  of  breed¬ 
ing. 

This  general  character,  however,  will  admit  of 
feme  exceptions  :  and  Sprucilla  in  one.  Form’d 
by  heaven  a  perfedl  vehicle  of  human  nature,  fiie 
has  every  qualification  requifite  to  reap  the  fruits 
of  fruition,  and  no  difiike  to  the  pleafure  of  it. 
The  Graces  have  combined  to  enrich  her  with  every 
endearment  capable  of  charming  the  Man  fhe  is 
married  to,  and  making  him  to  forget  himfelf,  to 
floop  to  the  low  blit  neceffary  office  of  rendering 
her  really  ufefuj,  But  pride,  predominant  pride, 
is  fo  prevalent  in  her,  as  to  make  her  prefer  the 
empty  praife  of  a  fine  fhape  to  that  of  being  a  mo¬ 
ther  of  children.  And  if,  in  complying  with  her 
hufband’s  wantonnefs  to  gratify  her  own.  Hie  is  at 
any  time  made  a  mother  before  fiie  is  aware,  fo 
carelefs  is  fhe  of  the  only  good  fhe  is  fit  for,  as  ra¬ 
ther  to  rifk  the  lofs  of  an  heir  to  his  eftate,  than  to 
mifs  an  opportunity  of  gaining  new  admirers  at  a 
ball  or  a  play, 

Among  the  unmarried  Women ,  what  numberlefs 
tribes  of  ufelefs  things  are  there  not,  whofe  pride, 
avarice,  ficklenefs,  or  icy  conflitutions,  rob  human 
nature  of  the  individuals  they  were  intended  to 

bear  $ 
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bear ;  and  by  not  anfwering  the  ufe  they  were 
given  to  him  for,  become  a  dead  weight  upon 
Man  ?  Indeed,  if  there  are  fome  among  them  lefs 
fqueamidi  than  the  reft,  who  atone  out  of  wedlock 
for  their  downefs  to  engage  in  it,  how  few  of  them 
is  human  nature  yet  the  better  for  ?  How  many  of 
them  ftifle  the  fruit  of  their  pleafure  before  it  is 
ripe !  not  to  fpeak  of  thofe  difgraces  to  the  foft 
lhape  they  wear,  who  only  delay  deftru&ion  to 
make  it  more  cruel. 

Nor  can  it  be  deem’d  a  fufficient  amends  to  the 
creation,  for  the  many  particles  of  human  nature 
wafted  and  deftroy’d  in  their  paffages  through  thefe 
quick-fanded  baneful  channels,  that  there  are  a 
few  married  W men ,  fertile  enough  to  forward  the 
propagation  of  Man,  and  modeft  enough  to  for¬ 
ward  their  pregnative  zeal.  Efpecially,  if  we  con- 
fider  how  dearly  their  whims,  their  vanity,  their 
extravagance,  and  fantaftical  humours,  make  us 
purchafe  the  fervice  they  do  us.  Uberia  has  bleft 
her  hufband  with  a  numerous  offspring,  all  his 
own.  But  fhe  would  fcarce  be  a  Woman ,  if  die 
did  not  take  pains  to  make  him  fenfible  how  ex- 
penlive  and  troublefome  a  thing  is  a  fruitful,  faith¬ 
ful  wife.  Every  lying-in  cofts  him  more  than 
would  make  a  handfome  provifion  for  the  infant  ; 
befides  an  eftate  fpent  in  the  time  of  her  breedino- 
Indeed,  die  has  oeconomy  enough  to  lofe  him  no 
time  between  her  bringing  forth  one  child  and  pre¬ 
paring  him  another,  The  reafon  is,  that  there  are 

two 
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two  conditions  in  which  her  ladyfhip  can  bear  no 
contradi&ion,  that  is,  before  delivery  and  after : 
and,  therefore,  fhe  is  in  the  perpetual  pofleflion  of 
her  own  will,  becaufe  ever  with  child  or  in  the 
ftraw.  However,  the  happy  father  might  be  very 
well  content  to  fell  her  a  wood  for  every  longing, 
to  mortgage  a  manor  for  every  lying-in,  and  to 
fell  another  for  every  chriftening  ;  nay,  to  make 
her  over,  by  deed  of  gift,  the  everlafting  property 
of  her  own  will,  upon  the  bare  condition  of  her 
leaving  him  the  undifturb’d  pofteflion  of  his.  But 
nothing  lefs  can  reward  the  prolific  merit  of  this 
lady  than  her  hufband’s  peace.  He  muft  not  fo 
much  as  look  civilly  [on  any  other  Female :  and 
fuch  a  mifer  is  fhe  of  his  manhood,  that  while  fhe 
takes  care  to  hoard  up  the  principal  to  herfelf,  fhe 
is  as  follicitous  to  fecure  even  the  interefh  He 
muft  not  have  even  the  ufe  of  a  fingle  fmile  at  his 
own  difpofal.  His  company  muft  be  fuch  only  as 
her  Ladyfhip  approves  of  ^  and  them  he  muft  con- 
verfe  with  no  longer  than  his  pretty  fond  thing  of 
a  wife  can  fpare  him  from  her  embraces.  At 
home,  it  is  true,  he  never  wants  amufement :  fure 
in  the  day-time  to  be  entertain’d  with  feeing  his 
children  either  humour’d  into  impertinences,  or 
chaftifed  into  faults,  and  render’d  incorrigible  by 
the  folly,  paflion,  and  caprice  of  their  fond,  fickle, 
foolifh  mother ;  to  contradicft  whom,  would  coft 
nothing  lefs  than  the  price  of  another  child.  Then 
that  he  may  not  grow  tired  with  fuch  entertain¬ 
ments 
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ments  by  daily  repetition,  they  are  ever  fucceeded 
by  an  evening  interlude  of  vapours,  ratafee,  and 
tears,  till  bed  invites  him  to  repofe  *,  where,  after 
he  has  glutted  the  kind  creature's  fonder  fits,  he  is 
generally  lull'd  to  deep,  and  awaken’d  from  it,  by 
the  melody  of  a  curtain-ferenade.  Now,  can  it 
be  denied,  after  all,  that  liberie? s  hufband  is  a  hap¬ 
py  Man  ;  and  that  all  Men  have  reafon  to  efteem 
the  Women  for  their  prolific  merit  ? 

But  that  they  fhould  be  entitled  to  any  part  of 
our  efteem,  by  nurfing  the  children  they  bring 
forth  for  their  pleafure,  I  fee  nothing  in  it.  What 
is  it  they  do  for  infants,  which  would  not  be  much 
better  done  by  the  Men,  if  they  were  not  call’d 
away  from  that  meaner  talk,  to  provide  for  the 
fafety  and  fuftenance  of  them  and  their  mothers  ? 
Indeed,  they  may  fave  the  expence  of  milk,  which 
we  cannot  :  but  how  much  more  cheaply  might 
this  defecft  be  fupplied  from  a  cow,  a  goat,  or  an 
afs,  than  from  them  ?  And  how  few  Women  of  any 
condition  of  life  have  oecanomy  enough  to  fave  us 
this  fuperfiuous  expence  !  Too  delicate  themfelves 
to  beftow  on  the  If  uits  of  their  own  bowels  the  nu¬ 
triment  which  heaven  and  nature  defign  them, 
don’t  they  force  us  to  hire  a  mercenary  wretch  to 
ftarve  her  own  babe  that  fine  may  give  fuck  to 
ours  ?  Pretty  nurfes  indeed  !  Happy  for  Man  that 
the  life  of  an  infant  does  not  entirely  depend  on 
the  liberality  of  Woman  in  this  particular  !  And 
how  much  happier  would  it  not  be  for  all  infants. 
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were  they  (hatch’d  from  the  arms  of  the  Women ,  In 
the  inftant  they  are  born  !  How  much  more 
healthy,  wife,  and  comely  would  they  grow !  For 
’tis  notorious,  that  the  longer  a  child  fucks,  the 
more  weakly  and  ftupid  it  turns  out ;  and  that 
thofe  which  fuck  at  all  are  never  fo  wife,  fo  ftrong, 
or  well  form’d,  as  thofe  which  are  brought  up  by 
hand.  The  reafon  is  plain  :  with  the  milk  they 
fuck  in,  they  generally  imbibe  a  tin&ure  of  the 
follies,  paffions,  and  imbecillities  of  that  fex,  be- 
fides  having  their  various  diftempers  entail’d  upon 
them. 

However,  as  this  is  a  means  of  humiliation 
pointed  out  to  us  by  nature,  we  are  not  to  condemn 
it,  but  to  apply  to  it,  when  not  to  be  avoided  with¬ 
out  danger  to  the  infant.  The  greater  mifchief 
is  that  which  comes  from  the  weaknefs  of  Women 
in  their  manner  of  educating  us.  With  what  in¬ 
numerable  follies,  vices,  and  impertinencies  do 
they  not  fill  childrens  heads,  by  their  example  and 
precepts,  during  the  time  of  their  nurfing  them  ! 
To  what  fecret  crimes  do  they  often  make  them 
privy  *  and  to  what  fhameful  inconfiflencies  do 
they  not  publickly  expofe  and  encourage  them  ! 

I  can  forgive  a  mother  for  putting  a  doll  into  the 
hands  of  her  daughters  as  foon  as  they  are  able  to 
hold  it.  As  the  great  end  of  their  femi-creation  is 
the  getting  children,  it  may  not  be  abiblutely  im¬ 
proper  to  follow  their  natural  propenfity  to  that 
duty,  while  they  are  but  children  themfelves.  But 

for 
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for  this  diligence  in  an  induftrious  parent,  here  and 
there  one  of  them  might  be  fo  aukwardly  innocent 
as  not  to  know  the  elfential  difference  of  her  own 
fex  from  the  oppofite,  till  the  period  of  her  paffing 
from  a  maid  to  a  mother.  Whereas,  by  this  and 
other  helps  they  are  generally  fupplied  with,  they 
often  are  as  well  verfed  as  the  moft  fkilful  matron, 
in  the  theory,  if  not  in  the  pradlical  knowledge  of 
propagation,  long  before  they  are  ripe  for  the  fruits 
of  it.  A  very  ufeful  fcience  to  fome  young  ladies 
who  have  been  able  to  inllrudl  an  ignorant  booby 
of  a  hufband  in  the  facred  and  fecret  rites  of  wed¬ 
lock,  in  a  much  more  familiar  manner  than  the 
modeft  Albertus  could  pretend  to. 

But  I  can  by  no  means  be  reconciled  to  their 
training  up  our  boys,  as  they  do,  from  their  earlieft 
infancy,  to  folly,  foppery,  effeminacy,  and  vice. 
If  little  mailer  muff  be  humour’d  into  pride,  idle- 
nefs,  or  mifchief,  why  fhould  he  be  taught  to  lye, 
cajole,  dilfemble  to  all  above  him,  and  domineer 
over  all  beneath  him  ?  If  it  is  thought  fo  neceffary 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  greatnefs  of  his  birth  and 
fortune,  with  the  handfomenefs  of  his  perfon,  or 
the  acutenefs  of  his  underftanding,  or  any  advan¬ 
tages  he  polfelfes  above  others,  defign’d  by  nature 
for  his  equals,  why  mull  he  be  taught  to  make  no 
better  ufe  of  them,  than  to  difregard  the  authority 
of  thofe  above  him,  to  envy  his  equals,  to  defpife 
his  inferiors,  and  render  himfelf  the  contempt  of 
all  who  know  him,  by  an  unlimited  gratification 

of 
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of  his  lawiefs  paffions  ?  Let  his  fond  fooliffi  mother 
think  it  wonderfully  pretty  to  initiate  the  young  ur¬ 
chin  in  the  myftery  of  intriguing  with  the  little 
raiffes  his  companions  :  but  let  her  not  expofe  him 
to  the  danger  of  pra&ffing  thofe  intrigues  in  her  ab- 
fence,  by  abandoning  him  to  the  corrupt  company 
of  the  wanton  wenches  her  fervants.  And  yet  how 
many  of  our  youth,  by  fuch  fhocking  education, 
have  been  utterly  debauch’d,  at  an  age  when  we 
lhould  fcarce  think  it  poffible  for  them  to  have  part¬ 
ed  with  innocence  !  Have  we  not  then  the  greateft 
reafon  to  efteem  and  revere  that  fex  on  account  of 
the  obligations  we  have  to  them  for  our  early  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  ?  Muft: 
not  wTe  be  loft  to  all  reafon,  if  we  are  not  pleafed 
with  thefe  eminent  fervices  which  the  pretty  creatures 
are  fo  induftrious  to  do  us  ?  Or  if  not,  muft  not 
Sophia  be  loft  to  all  ffiame,  lhould  lhe  again  repeat, 
without  ablulh,  what  lhe  has  fo  inconfiderately  ad¬ 
vanced,  “  that  their  office  of  muffing  our  children, 
“  intitles  them  to  the  fir  ft  places  in  civil  focieiy ?”  If 
I  had  a  mind  to  be  fevere,  I  could  tell  them,  that  it 
is  owing  to  our  own  generofity  that  we  give  them 
any  place  at  all  •,  and  that  nothing  but  the  want  of 
power  to  annihilate  them,  or  to  create  a  lower  degree 
for  them,  can  excufe  our  leaving  them  in  pofteffion 
even  of  the  lowed  place  in  lociety.  But  I  choofe  to 
drop  a  fubjeht  fo  much  the  more  dil agreeable  as  we 
are  daily  made  fenftble  of  the  truth  ot  it.  I  ffiaii 
therefore  immediately  pafsto  another  confideration. 

P  SEC- 
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SECTION  III. 


Whether  Women  are  equal  to  Men  in  their  In¬ 
tellectual  Capacity ,  or  not. 

IF  the  bufinefs  of  the  mind  were  nothing  more 
than  to  contrive  a  drefs ;  to  invent  a  new  fa- 
fliion  ;  to  fet  off*  a  bad  face  ;  to  heighten  the 
charms  of  a  good  one  *  to  underffand  the  cecono- 
my  of  a  tea-table  ;  to  manage  an  intrigue  ;  to  con- 
dud:  a  game  at  Quadrille  ;  and  to  lay  out  new  plans 
of  pleafure,  pride,  and  luxury  :  the  Wo7nen  muft 
be  owned  to  have  a  capacity  not  only  equal  but 
even  fuperior  to  us.  But,  as  the  underlfanding  of 
Man  has  infinitely  higher  objeds  to  employ  its  fpe- 
dilations  on,  objeds  beyond  the  very  aim  of  the 
ablefh  of  Women  *,  their  intelledual  faculties  are  fo 
evidently  inferior  to  his,  that  I  fhould  think  it  an 
impertinence  in  me  to  take  up  any  time  to  prove  it, 
if  my  fair  Adverfary  was  not  Woman  enough  to  call 
lo  palpable  a  truth  in  queffion. 

Need  we  look  any  farther  than  their  foft,  fim- 
pering,  filly  faces,  to  fathom  the  perceptible  depth 
of  their  underftandings  ?  vi ew  the  whole  fex 
round : 

Eternal  fmiles  their  Emptinefs  betray , 

As  J hallow  fir  earns  run  dimpling  all  the  way ,  Pope- 
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A  thoughtlefs  flare,  a  wild  vivacity,  a  fleepy  pert- 
nefs,  giddy  gravity,  or  fome  fuch  other  fenfe-de- 
fying  look,  betray,  in  all,  the  narrow  fpace  be¬ 
tween  the  furface  and  the  centre  of  their  mimic  wit. 
How  well  the  maflerly  limner  knew  them,  who 
{hatch’d  from  them  the  graces  he  fo  fkilfully  be¬ 
llowed  on  Sporus ,  that  copy  of  themlelves,  infpired 
too  by  them,  as  they  by  Satan !  As  nothing  can 
fhew  the  flnifhed  maflery  of  that  excellent  piece  in 
a  fairer  light  than  giving  back  to  its  pretty  originals 
whatever  is  borrowed  from  them,  it  cannot  be  amifs 
to  do  it,  considering  it  requires  but  little  alteration  : 
a  prefumption,  I  dare  fay,  that  ingenious  author 
will  excufe. 

Whether  in  florid  impotence  they  {peak, 

And ,  as  the  prompter  breathes ,  the  puppets  flqueak  ; 
Or,  Eve’j  true  Spawn,  and  tools  of  th’  ancient 
toad , 

Half  froth ,  half  ‘venom,  fpit  them] 'elves  abroad  \ 

In  puns,  or  politics,  or  tales,  or  lyes. 

Or  flpite,  or  fmut ,  or  rhymes,  or  blafphemies  : 
Their  wit  all  fee-flaw,  between  that  and  this  ;  } 

Now  high ,  now  low,  now  forward,  now  remifs ;  > 
And  each  herfelf  one  dull  antithefs .  j 

Amphibious  things !  that,  ailing  either  part, 

'The  trifling  head,  or  the  corrupted  heart. 

Bullies  at  cards,  and  flirts  when  at  the*  board. 
Now  jilt  like  dames,  now  fwear  like  any  lord. 

Their 

*  The  lea-board \  not  the  Council-board ,  which  Sophia  con¬ 
tends  for. 


(  108  ) 

Their  tempter  thus  the  Rabbins  have  expreft  ; 

A  cherub's  face ,  a  reptile  all  the  reft  : 

Beauty  that  ftoocks  you  ;  parts  that  none  will  truft  y 

Wit  that  mult  creep,  and  pride  that  licks  the  duft . 

In  fadl,  what  is  all  their  difeourfe  but  froth  ? 
What  infpires  it  but  venom  ?  In  what  does  their 
fprightlinefs  appear,  but  in  empty  puns,  conun¬ 
drums,  rebufes,  trifling  politics,  or  mifehievous 
lyes  ?  They,  who  fhine  moil  amongit  them,  are 
fuch  as  have  nothing  to  entertain  you  with  but 
fcandal,  indecency,  hypocrify,  or  impiety.  What 
is  their  wit,  but  a  mere  fee-faw  from  one  incon- 
fiftency  to  another  ?  Their  converfation  is  ever 
fkrew’d  up  to  bombaft,  when  it  fhould  be  familiar; 
or  funk  into  meannefs,  when  the  fubjedfc  they  pre¬ 
fume  to  meddle  with  is  fublime.  Where  they 
fhould  be  filent,  they  are  as  forward  to  prate,  as 
they  are  remifs  in  fpeaking  on  proper  occafions. 
In  fhort,  their  talk,  like  their  perfons,  is  one  con¬ 
tinued  infipid  antithefis.  Amphibious  things  in¬ 
deed  !  whofe  impotent  eagernefs  to  be  like  Man 
ferves  only  to  fhew,  that  they  are  but  mere  me¬ 
chanic  rote-repeaters  of  his  words,  and  unfuccefs- 
ful  mimics  of  his  fenfe.  How  unlike  are  they  at 
their  tea-tables  to  the  fenfible  things  they  would  be 
thought  *,  and,  at  the  card-table,  how  fhort  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  noble  creatures  they  would  be  !  There 
is  nothing  of  a  piece  in  them,  but  the  corruption  of 
their  hearts,  and  the  lo  v  cunning  of  their  heads. 

if 
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If  ever  they  fucceed  in  aping  us,  it  is  in  what  is  a 
difgrace  to  underftanding.  Whenever  they  attempt 
it,  they  can  fwear  as  well  as  the  greateft  libertine 
among  us  j  tho*  ftill  without  excelling  the  parrot 
in  any  thing  but  the  guilt.  Thus,  ever  a&uated  by 
perverfity,  they  are  never  truly  like  us ;  and  are 
never  themfelves,  but  when  they  jilt  us  :  though  in 
that,  thanks  to  their  native  talents,  they  feldom 
fail  to  be  true  Women .  How  ill-beftowed  then  on 
thefe  fantaftic  things  is  the  beauty  we  admire  in 
them  !  and  if  it  was  beftowed  on  them  by  nature, 
to  decoy  us  into  a  commerce  with  them,  for  the 
benefit  of  Propagation  ;  muft  it  not  ftill  fhock  our 
Reafon,  when  we  confider  it  accompanied  only 
with  parts  which  we  can  reap  no  benefit  from,  nor 
place  any  Confidence  in  ?  and  what  afliftance  can 
we  hope  from  their  falfe  wit,  as  groveling  as  the 
Pride  it  infpires  them  with  ? 

But  a Sophia,  it  feems,  would  fain  make  a  handle 
of  the  beauty  of  her  fex  to  impofe  upon  us  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  their  fenfe  ;  and  becaufe  “  the  organs  of  the 
“  body  are  more  delicate  in  them,  therefore  they 
muft  be  fitter  to  anfwer  the  ends  they  were 
“  made  for.”  True,  in  one  fenfe,  the  organs  of 
Women  were  defigned  for  finical  amufements ;  and 
therefore  were  made  more  delicate  than  oursy  in  that 
fenfe  of  the  word.  But  if  by  delicate  fhe  means 
more  perfectly  or  exaftly  formed  •,  I  muft  in  lift, 
that  experience  in  the  ufe  proves  ours  to  be  more  fi> 
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Mfy  and  exadtly  Formed  than  thofe  of  the  Women : 
and  it  is  fit  they  fhouid  be  fo,  confidering  the  more 
noble  ufes  they  were  defigned  for,  and  are  employ¬ 
ed  in.  But,  granting  for  a  minute,  that  the  or¬ 
gans  of  fenfe  are  as  perfeft  in  Women  as  in  Men , 
and  yet  more  delicate  5  what  can  Sophia  infer,  but 
that  they  are  more  liable  to  be  thrown  into  diforder; 
and  therefore  the  lefs  to  be  depended  upon  ?  as  the 
mechanifm  of  a  watch,  the  more  minute,  gim, 
and  delicate  it  is,  the  more  is  it  fubjedt  to  incon- 
flancy.  A  confideration  which  I  willingly  men¬ 
tion,  to  apologize,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  bear,  for  that  otherwife  unaccountable 
inconftancy  in  which  alone  the  fair  fex  are  ever 
conflant. 

Not  that  I  intirely  come  into  my  foft  antagonists 
opinion,  that  the  organs  in  Women  are  any  more 
adapted  to  the  natural  functions  of  the  mind  than 
in  Men  ;  perhaps  they  are  lefs  fo :  for  the  external 
fleeknefs  of  their  pretty  forms  is  no  proof  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  perfection  of  their  organization.  And  to 
imagine  a  Woman  muft  have  fenfe  becaufe  fhe  is 
handfome,  would  be  as  abfurd  as  to  think,  that  a 
houfe  muft  needs  be  finely  furnifhed  within,  be¬ 
caufe  the  outfide  is  beautiful  :  an  error  to  be  excu- 
fed  in  none  but  a  Woman . 

What  angel  can  imagination  paint  more  beau¬ 
tiful  than  Pavonia !  what  reptile  more  infenfate ! 
to  reafon  by  Sophia's  rule,  our  eyes  would  cheat  us 

into 
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into  a  belief,  that  fhe  furpafies  all  the  fages  time 
has  yet  produced.  And  yet  hear  her  but  fpeak, 
you  will  almoft  doubt  if  heaven  had  any  hand  in 
making  a  thing  at  once  fo  fair  and  foolifh,  though 
fo  like  a  Man,  Never  guilty  of  defign,  die  never 
looks  like  it.  Her  fmiles  and  frowns,  alike  effects 
of  accident,  want  power  to  pleafe  or  difpkaie. 
•Her  words,  mere  liquid  founds  of  half-articulated 
nonfenfe,  gufn  from  her  pretty  coral-fpouted  mouth 
with  fuch  unmeaning  energy,  or  drip  with  fuck 
deliberate  drawl,  that  even  ridicule  is  robbed  of  all 
its  zed.  Frequent  in  blunders,  die  excites  no 
laugh  in  others ;  but  often  laughs  herfelf,  when 
ilie  fhould  be  moft  ferious.  Her  mifbehaviour 
moves  no  anger ;  and  her  favours  lay  no  obliga¬ 
tions  but  upon  fuch  as  are  little  wifer  than  herfelf. 
Every  motion,  every  air,  betrays  the  fool ;  whom 
they  who  have  fenfe  can  fcarce  doop  to  pity,  and 
they  who  have  none  fcarce  condefcend  to  envy.  In 
a  word,  gazed  at  by  all,  fhe  is  admired  and  con¬ 
vened  with  by  none  but  ideots  and  Women  *,  amidd 
whom,  while  fhe  alternately  reigns  the  idol  of  flat¬ 
tery,  and  flavifhly  finks  the  dupe  of  deceit,  die  is 
dill  looked  down  upon,  by  all  Men  of  fenfe,  with 
the  fame  contempt  as  the  comely  peacock  :  though 
worthy  greater  fcorn  in  this  ;  that  the  more  beau¬ 
teous  bird  bears  all  his  blemifh  in  his  feet,  while 
her  difgrace  is  feated  in  her  head  :  his  deformity 
abates  his  pride,  while  hers  but  ferves  to  make  her 


more 
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more  incorrigibly  vain.  Mull  it  not  be  owned 
then,  that  beauty  is  a  convincing  proof  of  fenfe  in 
its  fair  pofFefTors  1  But  Sophia  perhaps  will  anfwer, 
that  one  black  feather  makes  no  crow.  Let  us 
then  fee  how  much  wifer  the  reft  of  her  fex  are  than 
pretty  fimple  Pavonia. 

It  is  a  common  rule,  and  liable  to  very  few  mi  ft 
takes,  to  guefs  at  people’s  genius  by  their  compa¬ 
ny.  To  know  then  the  capacity  of  the  fair  fex,  let 
us  but  furvey  their  favourite  companions :  eye 
them,  and  you  will  find  them  the  very  dregs  of 
our  fex  ;  fops,  whofe  whole  merit  is  made  up  of 
drefs  and  drivel,  fhew  and  emptinefs  *,  mere  jack¬ 
daws  and  parrots  nay,  rather,  gawdy  fcreech- 
owls  made  fine  with  plundered  plumes-,  laced 
waiftcoats,  fmart  toupees,  light  heels  and  lighter 
heads,  are  all  they  have  to  recommend  them  to  the 
ladies  yet  they  are  fure  to  pleafe,  becaufe  emi¬ 
nently  qualified  to  difculs  the  weightieft  argument 
on  country-dances,  to  decide  the  fate  of  fafhions, 
fquare  the  round  of  a  IVomari’ s  Petticoat,  and  take 
the  latitude  of  a  nightcap  from  the  equinox  of  her 
noddle,  or  the  longitude  of  two  lappets  by  the  me¬ 
ridian  of  her  whims.  Not  that  I  the  leaft  blame 
the  lovely  female  triflers  who  are  pleafed  with 
them  :  it  is  but  natural  for  birds  of  a  feather  to 
aftociate  and  fince  likenefs  ever  begets  liking, 
why  fhould  they  not  be  fondeft  of  thofe  Men  whofe 
follies  are  neareft  to  their  own  ?  But  then  I  would 
not  have  them  boaft  of  an  equality  of  fenie  with 

follies 
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tliofe  Men ,  whofe  fuperior  underftanding  is  all  they 
have  to  find  fault  with. 

It  will  be  to  little  purpofe  For  Sophia ,  to  quote 
me  the  illuftrious  names  of  many  of  the  greatefb 
wits  of  all  ages  who  have  admired,  and  been  ad¬ 
mired  by,  the  JVomen.  Has  not  the  fuccefs  they 
have  met  with  been  more  owing  to  their  being  Men, 
than  to  their  having  fenfe  ?  Anacreon ,  the  polite 
the  witty  Anacreon ,  with  all  his  fine  parts,  reaped 
nothing  from  his  purfuit  of  thofe  unfettled  things, 
but  the  contempt  of  his  agednefs :  and  'Theocritus 
himfelf  makes  no  fecret  of  the  little  encouragement 
he  met  with.  The  leffer  poets,  indeed,  as  well  as 
Ovid  and  Horace ,  received  fome  marks  of  their  fa¬ 
vour  ;  but  what  were  thefe  mighty  favours,  if  you 
will  believe  their  own  boafts,  but  the  fharing  the  ~ 
lewdnefs  of  their  miftreffies  with  half  the  town  ?  If 
I  leave  the  daffies,  it  will  be  an  endlefs  toil  to 
enumerate  the  many  inftances  that  thought-abhor¬ 
ring  fex  have,  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occafions, 
furnifhed,  of  the  preference  they  give  to  fools  be¬ 
fore  Men  of  parts.  But  where  is  the  neceffity  of 
recurring  to  other  times  and  countries  for  what  our 
own  can  produce  P  Of  all  our  fine  Ladies,  induftri- 
ous  in  adorning  the  brows  of  their  hufbands,  where 
is  there  one  who  does  it  with  a  man  of  true  wit  P 
Of  all  our  pretty  widows,  ruin’d  by  fecond  adven  ¬ 
tures,  where  is  there  one  who  does  it  with  a  Man 
of  any  merit  ?  Search  but  the  regifters  of  the  Fleet, 
and  you  ihall  find  numbers  of  our  faircfl,  brightefb 
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heireffes,  charm’d  away  from  their  guardians  by 
lacqueys,  valet-de-chambres,  and  powder’d  empty- 
coxcombs  ♦,  but  fcarce  one  ftolen  match  with  a  re¬ 
ally  rational  creature.  In  fhort,  who  are  the  per- 
fons  that  can  boaft  of  the  favours  of  all  our  fineft 
Women ,  but  wretches  too  low  for  the  jeft  of  our 
fex,  and  too  much  like  theirs  to  differ  from  them 
in  any  thing  but  one  Tingle  circumftance.  Let  the 
amorous  billets  they  fcribble  be  produced  ;  and  for 
every  one  that  is  directed  to  a  man  of  fenfe,  I  will 
allow  them  a  grain  of  underftanding  more  than 
they  are  entitled  to. 

But  furely  they  are  not  void  of  all  underftand¬ 
ing.  No  ;  but  to  fathom  the  depth  of  their  under- 
Handings,  remark  only  the  objects  which  employ 
them.  Frequent  their  drawing-rooms,  and  liften 
to  their  converfation  :  what  is  that  filled  up  with 
but  cloying  repetitions  of  ftale  impertinencies  to 
every  new  vifiter  ?  One  part  of  the  week,  the  day 
is  wafted  in  vifiting  and  contriving  vifits  to  perfons 
they  hope  not  to  find  at  home,  and  the  night  in 
receiving  vifits  from  perfons  they  would  rather  be 
almoft  blind  than  have  the  fight  of :  the  other 
part,  their  mornings,  are  laid  out  in  interrupting 
fome  tradefman  whom  they  know  to  be  bufy,  and 
lulling  their  own  time  as  well  as  murdering  his, 
in  rummaging  his  fhop  for  goods  they  neither  want 
nor  purpofe  to  buy ;  and  their  evenings  are  eked 
out  with  tea,  flander,  operas,  and  quadrille,  when 
the  intrigues  on  their  hands  are  not  interfered  with. 

In 
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In  a  word,  upon  examining  them  thoroughly,  it 
muft  be  owned,  that  not  all  the  bloom  on  their 
cheeks,  nor  the  wafhes  they  owe  it  to,  can  make 
any  tolerable  amends,  in  the  efteem  of  a  wife  Mam 
for  the  folly,  vanity,  affe&ation,  malice,  deceit, 
and  impertinence,  which  appear  in  all  they  fay, 
and  infpire  all  they  do. 

And  yet  it  muft  be  granted,  there  are  W men , 
who  employ  their  underftandings  on  higher  ob- 
]e6ls  ;  who  can  try  to  reafon  ;  and  almoft  fucceed 
in  it.  Nay,  there  are  fome  can  write,  can  even 
fpell ♦,  and,  what  is  more,  can  turn  a  fophiftry  to 
look  not  altogether  unlike  an  argument.  And 
therefore  it  would  be  quite  ungenerous  not  to  allow 
a  brilliancy  of  wit  (however  falfe)  in  fome  of  them. 
Efpecially  fince  my  pretty  fmooth  antagonift  has 
given  fo  late  a  proof  of  it  in  herfelf.  And  yet 
even  fhe, 

Had  fhe  been  blefi  with  only  half  her  fenfe , 

None  could  admire  too  much  her  excellence . 

But  fince  Jhe  can  make  error  Jloine  fo  bright , 

She  thinks  it  vulgar  to  defend  the  right. 

With  underftanding  fhe  is  quite  o' er -run  ; 
find,  by  too  great  ac complements,  undone . 

With  J kill  fhe  vibrates  her  unwearied  tongue , 

-  For  ever  moft  divinely  in  the  wrong .  Young. 

So  dangerous  is  a  little  underftanding  to  that 

tender  fex  !  How  happy  is  it,  then,  that  learning 

but 
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but  feldom  molefts  them !  What  ftrange  diftrac- 
tion  would  it  not  create  in  their  poor  tender  heads! 
Is  not  Sophia's  felf  a  living  demonftration,  that  to 
them, 

A  little  learning  is  a  dangerous  thing  ? 

And  they,  alas  !  poor  pretty  creatures,  have  nei¬ 
ther  breath  nor  brains  to  drink  of  knowledge  deep¬ 
ly.  Good  fenfe  and  tea  they  are  forced  to  fip  alike  : 
Their  heads  and  ftomachs,  of  equal  delicacy,  can 
belt  digeft  the  fhalloweft  draughts  of  all  but  mum 
and  mifchief.  Let  thus  much  then  fuffice  to  fhew 
Sophia  how  little  room  fhe  has  to  complain  of  want 
of  learning  in  her  fex  ;  and  how  much  lefs,  for 
any  parallel  between  her  fex  and  ours  in  point  of 
underftanding ;  when  her  own  Eflay  plainly  proves, 
how  fhort  the  brighteft  of  them  fall  of  Man's  fu- 
perior  wifdom.  Is  there  nothing  lefs  will  ferve 
the  IV wien's  turn  than  having  an  equal  fhare  with 
us  in  government  and  public  offices  ?  Let  us  then 
weigh  their  belt  pretenfions  to  fo  extraordinary 
a  privilege. 


SEC- 
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SECTION  IV. 


Whether  the  Women  are  equally  qualified  with 
Men,  for  Government ,  and  publick  Offices. 

OU  R  female  champion  is  in  a  very  great  paf- 
fion  with  Cato ,  for  excluding  her  fex  from 
all  government  ;  and,  I  mull  own,  not  without 
fome  appearance  of  reafon.  For  it  is  certainly 
true,  that  Cato  was  not  the  moll  well-bred  man 
who  ever  fpoke  of  them.  He  had  too  little  of  the 
courtier  in  him  to  flatter  ;  and  fpoke  too  plain  truth 
not  to  fet  a  pretty  lady,  who  wants  to  wear  the 
breeches,  on  pouting.  But  Sophia  would  have 
much  more  reafon  to  be  angry  with  him,  if  he  had 
been  the  only  one  of  opinion  that  Women  are  to  be 
ever  kept  in  fubjedtion.  Whereas,  unluckily  for 
them,  all  the  greatell  fages  of  antiquity,  as  well  as 
the  wifell  legiflators  of  all  ages,  have  been  of  the 
fame  mind.  The  greatell  poets,  the  moll  eminent 
divines ,  the  brightell  orators ,  the  ablelt  hiftorians , 
the  moll  fkilful  phyficians ,  and  the  profoundell  phi- 
lofophers ,  in  a  word,  all  who  have  been  famous  for 
excelling  in  learning,  wifdom,  and  parts,  have  con¬ 
demn’d  the  Women  to  perpetual  fubjedlion,  as  lefs 
noble,  lefs  perfect,  and  confequently  inferior  to  Men, 
The  laws  of  all  commonwealths  are  fo  many  con¬ 
firmations 
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firmations  of  the  fubje£lion  they  have  ever  been  in. 
Neither  can  the  Men  free  them  from  this  Subjec¬ 
tion,  without  revolting  againft  the  decree  of  hea¬ 
ven,  which  appointed  them  mailers,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  Shewn,  and  therefore  need  not  repeat.  There 
are  not  wanting  other  texts  of  fcripture  to  con¬ 
firm  this  matter  :  Ecclefiafticus ,  Ch.  vii.  abfolutely 
forbids  the  Men  to  give  W man  any  power  over  their 
minds  ;  and  the  prophet  Micah  positively  fays  to 
them,  Keep  the  doors  of  thy  mouth  from  her  who  lieth 
in  thy  hofom. 

Agreeable  to  this  are  the  fentiments  of  the  moll 
eminent  divines  and  fathers  of  the  churchy  “  Wo- 
many  fays  St.  Auguftin ,  can  neither  teach  nor 
sc  teftify,  and  is  alike  unqualified  to  give  evidence 
or  judgment,  how  much  lefs  then  is  Ihe  fit  to 
govern  ? ss  And  elfewhere  he  afligns  the  plain 
reafon  why  they  ought  to  be  fubje£l  to  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Men:  cc  Natural  order,  fays  he ,  a- 
mong  mankind  requires,  that  the  Women  Should 
Serve  the  Men ,  and  children  their  parents  ; 
jullice  demanding,  that  the  leffer  Should  Serve  the 
greater A  St.  Ambrofe  carries  reafon  yet  farther, 
to  prove  the  jullice  of  the  authority  which  Men  ex¬ 
ert  over  them  :  “  Adam  was  deceived  by  Eve, 

“  not  Eve  by  Adam  *,  the  Woman  inticed  him  to 
“  fin,  therefore  is  it  but  juft  that  She  receive  him 
“  for  her  mailer  whom  Ihe  made  to  be  her  accom- 
£t  plice,  that  She  may  no  more  be  liable  to  fall 
“  through  feminine  frailty.”  Among  the  primi¬ 
tive 
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tive  Chriftians  it  was  cuftomary  for  the  Women  to 
be  married  in  veils  ;  and  St.  Ifidore  gives  us  the 
reafon  for  it,  44  that  they  might  remember  always 

to  be  fubmijjive  and  humble  to  their  hufbands.55 

How  exadly  of  a  mind  are  the  divines  and  the  - 
poets !  Euripides  tells  us,  that  of  all  animals,  efpe- 
dally  intelledual  ones.  Woman  is  the  pooreft  thing. 
Therefore,  fays  Pittacus ,  44  keep  Womankind  fub- 
*c  jed.55  Pibiilus  fays,  44  they  are  a  cruel  genera- 
“  tion,  void  of  all  faith/5  Menander  fays  almoft 
the  fame ;  and  adds,  that  44  when  a  Woman  fpeaks 
“  with  moft  affability,  it  is  then  fhe  is  molt  to  be 
46  dreaded.55  And,  if  we  believe  Plautus,  44  When 
4 4  once  a  Woman  has  any  mifchief  in  her  head* 
44  ficknefs,  nay,  what  is  worfe,  old  age,  is  lefs 
4  4  infupportable  to  her,  than  being  thwarted  in  the 
44  purfuit  of  it :  either  let  her  complete  it,  or  you 
44  make  her  completely  miferable.  But  if,  by 
44  chance  or  whim,  fhe  attempts  any  thing  that  is 
44  good,  how  foon  is  fhe  tired  and  Tick  of  it !  What* 
44  ever  you  do,  if  fhe  begins  any  thing  tolerable, 
44  never  be  afraid  of  her  hurting  herfelf ;  fhe  will 
44  be  fure  to  do  little  enough  :  for  Women  have  a 
44  natural  genius  for  exceeding  in  mifchief,  but  are 
44  never  guilty  of  excefs  in  what  is  right. 

The  greatefl  orators  are  not  the  moil  favourable 
to  them  ;  and  the  beft  charader  Cicero ,  one  of  the 
ablefl,  had  to  give  them,  was,  that  they  are  a  co¬ 
vetous  race,  fovereignly  ruled  by  the  inordinate 
love  of  lucre.  Nor  are  the  phyficians  a  jot  more 
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ill  their  intereft ;  we  are  allured  by  Philo ,  that  the 
tVcmeny  according  to  the  common  received  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  faculty,  “  are  but  a  kind  of  imperfed: 

Men  *,  that  their  underftandings  are  naturally 
**  weaker  than  ours ;  and  that  they  are  incapable 
of  comprehending  any  thing  but  what  immedi- 
<c  ately  falls  under  the  iurifdidion  of  their  fenfa- 
«  tion.  ” 

If  we  credit  hiftorians ,  whole  opinions  are  the 
lefs  to  be  fulpeded,  as  being  founded  on  the  irre¬ 
fragable  evidence  of  experience,  we  fhall  find  them 
every  where  a  weak  and  inconfiftent  generation, 
ever  irrefillably  led  away  by  fome  predominant  paf- 
fion,  which  enllaves  and  exgrolTes  them.  u  The 
Fair  Sex  (fays  Tacitus)  is  not  only  weak  andun- 
<c  equal  to  toil,  but,  if  truth  may  be  fpoken,  cruel, 
ambitious,  and  greedy  after  power.”  Valerius 
Maximus  goes  yet  farther,  and  allures  us,  that  the 
practice  of  poifon  had  Hill  been  unknown,  if  the 
cruel  artifice  of  that  fex  had  not  made  it  necelTary 
to  enadi  laws  againlt  it. 

Cato  then  was  not  the  only  wi it  Man  who  thought 
the  Women  unlit  to  govern.  The  facred  writers 
tell  us,  they  are  not  to  be  trufted.  Divines ,  poetsy 
orators ,  phyjicians>  and  hiftorians  agree,  that  they 
are  weak,  filly,  poor,  fickle,  cruel,  ambitious 
things,  ever  forward  in  mifchief,  ever  lluggards  in 
good.  Pretty  qualifications  truly  to  intitle  them  to 
government  and  public  offices ! 


But 


(  1 2 1  ) 

But  let  us  fufpend  our  judgment  till  we  hear 
what  the philofophers  think,  /ivijl  otic  tells  us,  that 
c6  a  city  mull  needs  be  wretchedly  governed  which 
ft  is  governed  by  Women*”  And  well  may  lie 
think  fo,  who  tells  us,  that  46  the  judgment  of 
«  boys  is  only  imperfect,  but  that  of  W men  is 

€C  absolutely  impotent.” 

To  which  if  we  add  their  natural  itch  of  tattling, 
their  invincible  curiofity,  and  their  innate  averfion 
to  fecrecy,  it  can  no  longer  be  doubted  that  they 
are  abfolutely  unfit  for  public  government,  and 
every  office  connected  with  it.  Nothing  is  more 
requifite  in  one  who  is  intruded  with  government, 
than  a  fteadinefs  which  no  curiofity  can  make 
giddy ;  and  nothing  is  more  powerful,  to  make 
a  Woman  give  up  the  moft  important  interefts  of 
her  own  or  others,  than  curiofity.  Secrecy  is  the 
very  foul  of  public  adminiflration  :  which  to  re¬ 
quire  from  that  tongue-punifhed  race,  would  be 
downright  barbarity.  The  wife  Romans  were  tho¬ 
roughly  convinced  of  the  natural  incapacity  of  W i- 
men  for  keeping  a  fecret  *,  and  therefore  were  kind 
enough  to  them,  never  to  intrufi:  any  of  them  with 
one.  Every  one  knows  the  ftratagem  young  Pa- 
firius  was  forced  to  make  ufe  of  to  fatisfy  his  mo¬ 
ther’s  curiofity,  without  betraying  the  fecrets  of 
the  fenate.  Being  one  day  extremely  follicited  by 
her  to  reveal  the  fubjedt  ol  that  morning’s  debate, 
to  rid  himfelf  of  her  importunities,  he  was  reduced 

to  the  neceffity  of  feigning,  that  a  law  was  propo- 
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fed  to  allow  the  Men  a  plurality  of  wives.  There 
needed  no  more  to  alarm  the  whole  fex.  Papi- 
nus\  mother,  fpite  of  her  folemn  engagements, 
divulges  it  to  all  the  W omen  fhe  knew,  and  they 
to  as  many  more ;  till  the  w  hole  tribe  of  wives, 
acquainted  with  it,  formed  themfelves  into  a  league, 
and  began  to  make  open  oppofition  to  a  law  fo 
odious  to  them.  How  fafe  would  the  young  fe- 
nator  have  been,  had  he  been  indifcreet  enough  to 
truft  his  tattling  mother  with  a  real  fecret  as  he  did 
with  a  fiction  ? 

Plutarch  tells  us  of  another  fenator ,  who,  teazed 
by  his  wife,  on  the  like  fcore,  beyond  all  power  of 
toleration,  and  unwilling  to  mortify  her,  told  her, 
that  a  lark  being  feen  to  fly  over  the  fenate-houfe 
w  ith  a  golden  helmet  on  his  head,  and  a  fpear  in 
his  claws,  the  Augurs  had  been  confulted  to  know 
what  it  could,  portend.  To  make  it  appear  the 
more  like  a  real  fecret,  he  had  had  the  precaution 
to  exadt  from  her  the  molt  folemn  vows  of  priva¬ 
cy  ;  alluring  her,  that  nothing  lefs  than  his  life 
could  attone  for  his  divulging  it  to  her,  Ihould  it 
be  known  he  had  done  fo.  But  what  force  could 
the  fear  of  a  hufband’s  death  have  to  make  a  Wo¬ 
man.  keep  a  fecret,  who  mult  herfelf  burft,  or  vent 
it  r  No  fooner  had  her  hufband  taken  leave  of  her, 
to  return  again  to  the  fenate,  than  Ihe  eafed  herfelf 
of  the  intolerable  burthen  ;  and  the  tale  flew  fo 
iwiftly  about  the  city,  that,  before  he  got  to  his 
journey's  end,  he  had  it  whifper’d  in  his  ear,  as  a 

pro- 
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profound  fecret,  by  one  who  fuppofed  him  to  have 
been  abfent  from  the  fenate.  At  his  return  home, 
he  charges  his  wife  with  having  undone  him  :  but 
fhe,  with  a  confidence  peculiar  to  that  fex,  flatly 
denies  her  having  divulged  what  he  intruded  her 
with ;  and,  to  filence  him  at  once,  Of  three  hun¬ 
dred  ienators  in  the  houfe,  why  fhould  the  fecret 
be  fuppofed  to  come  from  you  alone  ?  fays  fhe.  She 
had  carried  her  boldnefs  yet  farther,  but  for  his 
flopping  her  mouth,  by  telling  her,  that  it  was  a 
fidion  of  his  own  making. 

Fulvius  was  far  from  coming  off  fo  well  *,  but  he 
mull  blame  himfelf  for  knowing  Womankind  no 
better.  We  are  obliged  to  Plutarch  for  the  ac¬ 
count.  Auguftus  difpleafed  with  Fulvius ,  for  dis¬ 
inheriting  his  own  nephews  in  favour  of  Livid*, s 
children,  blamed  him  for  it ;  and  he,  like  a  filly 
dotard,  was  weak  enough  to  tell  his  wife :  fhe 
immediately  tells  the  emprefs  of  it ;  and  the  em- 
prefs  upbraided  the  emperor  with  it  *,  fo  that  the 
next  time  Fulvius  we nt  to  court,  he  received  a  fe- 
vere  reprimand  from  Auguftus ,  and  had  the  plea- 
lure  to  find  himfelf  ruin’d.  And  what  did  he  get 
by  returning  home  to  tell  his  wife  what  Ihe  had 
done,  and  that  he  was  refolved  to  ftab  himfelf  ? 
Why,  no  other  fatisfadion  than  to  be  anfwered, 
that  he  was  a  fool,  and  deferved  no  better  fate,  ror 
living  with  her  fo  long  without  finding  out  that 
ihe  was  a  true  Woman ,  and  could  mot  keep  a  fe¬ 
cret, 
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What  (hall  we  fay  after  this  ?  Shall  we  agree 
with  Sophia ,  that  the  Women  are  fit  for  govern¬ 
ment  and  public  offices  ?  or,  ffiall  we  not  rather 
conclude  them  abfolutely  unqualified  for  them  ; 
and  that  the  antients  were  undoubtedly  right  in 
faying,  that  Women  are  no  more  to  he  trufied  than 
their  wombs  :  thefe  being  not  more  liable  to  mif- 
carry  of  their  fruits,  than  they  of  the  trufts  we  de- 
pofit  in  them  ? 

If  England  has  been  fo  wife  as  to  admit  thefe  e~ 
vils  to  reign  over  us,  when  neceffiary  to  avoid 
greater  evils,  is  that  any  proof  that  they  are  quali¬ 
fied  for  it  ?  No,  ’twas  not  their  capacity,  but  our 
prudence  placed  them  on  the  throne,  to  remove 
occafions  of  blood-fhed,  and  other  ill  effe&s  of  civil 
diffention.  And  tho*  it  muff  be  confeffed  that 
during  the  reign  of  fome  of  our  Women ,  this  na¬ 
tion  has  been  in  its  mo  ft  flourifhing  condition,  yet 
to  which  fhould  we  attribute  it,  the  capacity  of  the 
foft  cyphers  placed  over  us,  or  the  wifdom  of  the 
miniftry  which  made  them  of  fome  account  ?  Mere 
adjedives  of  nature  ;  what  ufe  could  they  have 
been  of  but  for  the  fubitantial  fiipport  of  their 
council  and  parliament  ?  Into  which  none,  even  of 
themfelves,  ever  thought  it  worth  while  to  intro¬ 
duce  a  Woman. 

However,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  pretty 
fawning  laces  of  thefe  fair  creatures  would  go  a 
great  way  towards  wheedling  us  into  the  folly  of 
admitting  them  to  a  ffiare  in  public  offices,  if  we 

could 
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could  but  difcern  in  them  the  leaft  talent  for  go¬ 
verning  their  own  families.  Whereas,  without 
much  ftudy,  we  need  but  ftep  into  the  next  houfe 
we  can  think  of,  where  the  gray  mare  is  the  better 
horfe ,  to  find  a  Babylon  of  anarchy  and  confufion. 

Belhina's  is  the  firft  in  my  mind  ;  let  us  then 
pay  her  a  vifit.  To  do  her  juftice,  nothing  can  be 
more  decent  than  her  apartments  •>  her  whole  houfe, 
from  the  cellars  to  the  flairs,  from  the  kitchen  to 
the  clofet,  are  fo  many  varied  fcenes  of  finifhed 
neatnefs  *,  not  the  meaneft  piece  of  furniture  owes 
its  fituation  to  the  hand  of  chance  ;  every  table 
has  its  proper  poll ;  every  picture  its  fellow  •, 
there’s  not  a  chair  a  hair’s  breadth  from  its  place  , 
not  a  carpet  but  what  is  mathematically  fpread ; 
nay,  woe  to  Mrs.  Betty,  if  the  very  china  is  not  as 
regularly  difpofed  as  the  features  in  her  ladyfhip’s 
face.  From  fuch  an  orderly  ceconomy  in  trifles, 
who  wou’d  not  expebt  to  find  a  little  common¬ 
wealth,  where  peace  and  decorum  have  taken  up 
their  refidence  ?  But  a  moment’s  patience,  and  the 
all-divulging  tea-table  will  fet  you  right.  An  in- 
fufferable  troop  of  ill-train’d  brats  are  called  in  to 
expofe  their  want  of  manners,  and  put  yours  to 
the  trial.  Pretty  Mifs  mull  throw  your  hat  about, 
Mailer  Jacky  mull  put  his  fingers  in  your  eyes, 
Charly  in  your  difh,  and  if  "Tommy ,  her  favourite, 
for  never  doing  what  his  father  bids  him,  fliould 
offer  to  wipe  his  greafy  fingers  on  your  coat,  you 
mull  buffer  him  to  do  fo,  or  be  as  much  in  her  dif- 
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grace  as  John*  who  had  his  head  broke  but  an 
hour  ago,  for  haftily  fetting  Veny  upon  the  bare 
ground,  to  fave  my  Lord  from  falling  down  flairs. 
Happily  for  John  he  is  in  her  ladyfnip’s  good 
graces,  or  he  had  fared  no  better  than  Fanny  the 
houfe-maid,  who  had  warning  given  her,  for  let¬ 
ting  a  tea-cup  fall  to  hinder  the  houfe  from  taking 
fire.  But  this  lucky  fellow,  who  is  too  much  ufed 
to  his  Lady  to  be  often  guilty  of  fuch  miflakes, 
has  abfolutely  rooted  himfelf  into  his  poll,  by  once 
leaving  a  butt  of  wine  to  run  about  the  cellar,  ra¬ 
ther  than  let  the  parrot  call  him  twice.  So  defpo- 
tic  is  Belluina  in  her  family  !  Her  children,  fure  ne¬ 
ver  to  be  corrected  but  when  they  behave  well,  are 
inceffantly  rude  and  unruly  ^  and  her  fervants,  ne¬ 
ver  fure  that  her  iadyfhip  will  think  what  they  do 
right,  are  always  doing  wrong,  with  as  fedate  a 
confufion  as  the  workmen  of  Babel.  If  you  call 
tor  a  tea-fpoon,  a  faucer  is  brought  you ;  and  if 
you  have  a  mind  for  fugar,  you  muft  call  for  the 
milk-pot.  But  it’s  time  to  leave  this  orderly  Lady, 
Mifs’s  cap,  you  fee,  is  the  tenth  part  of  an  inch 
awry  ;  the  lightning  in  her  mother’s  looks  are  por¬ 
tentous  of  a  florm,  and  once  it  breaks  out,  the 
houfe  will  be  too  hot  for  every  one  in  it.  Her  La- 
dyfhip  can  bear  any  thing  but  diforder  in  trifles ; 
but  that,  like  a  true  Woman,  fhe  is  fo  averfe  to, 
that  file’ll  rather  throw  herfelf,  her  family,  and  e~ 
veil  her  country  into  confufion,  than  fuffer  the  fym- 
mctry  of  a  curl  or  a  cap  to  be  broken  with  impuni¬ 
ty* 
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ty.  Whence  it  appears,  that  all  this  excellent 
Lady’s  qualifications  for  government,  are  owing 
to  her  happy  want  of  fenfe  to  fet  others  rights  and 
of  temper  to  curb  herfelf  when  wrong. 

Litterinda  has  a  great  deal  more  temper,  but 
much  lefs  fenfe  than  Belluina.  She  can  with  incredi¬ 
ble  calmnefs  fee  her  houfe  a  perpetual  dunghill,  for 
want  of  brains  to  refled  how  ill  it  becomes  the  for¬ 
tune  fhe  has,  and  the  figure  fhe  affeds.  She  has 
a  number  of  fervants,  every  one  of  which  is  too 
bufy  in  helping  their  miftrefs  to  litter  the  rooms, 
ever  to  be  clean  themfelves  :  neither  is  it  fit  they 
fhould  difgrace  their  fuperiors  by  being  lefs  dirty 
than  they  are.  About  feven  months  ago,  before 
fhe  was  a  widow,  I  went,  for  the  firft  and  laft 
time,  to  breakfaft  with  her  and  her  gduty  huf- 
band  and  family.  The  dirty  difbrder  of  the  room 
I  was  introduced  to,  offended  me  lefs  than  the  rank- 
nefs  of  my  company  poifon’d  me.  It  is  true, 
I  was  forced  to  ffancl  for  fome  time,  every  chair 
I  in  the  place  being  taken  up  with  fome  greafy  heap, 

:  one  with  foul  plates,  another  with  the  lady’s  flays, 
j.  and  the  reft  with  mifcellaneous  dirt.  At  length 
j  however  I  was  help’d  to  a  chair,  and  a  difh  of  ex- 
cellent  coffee  from  a  filver  tea-board,  placed  on  a 
!  large  table  near  my  old  gouty  friend,  and  jumbled 
j  together  with  a  mangled  piece  of  beef,  a  woman’s 
j  dirty  night-cap,  a  comb-brufh,  an  old  flocking, 
ii  and  a  urinak  The  converfation  I  was  entertain’d 
i  with,  was  of  a  piece 'with  the  perfons  who  held  it. 
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3Twas  an  argument  between  the  lady  and  her  huf- 
band,  who  wou’d  fain  have  perfuaded  her  that  one 
clean  fliift  a  week  could  not  prejudice  her  health. 
But  with  all  her  meeknefs  fhe  had  been  put  out 
of  temper,  if  mamma’s  own  daughter  had  not 
taken  up  the  argument,  and  infilled  that  the  trou¬ 
ble  was  needlefs,  when  a  pair  of  lleeves  would  do 
as  well.  It  mull  be  thought  I  could  not  be  fond 
of  flaying  in  fuch  a  diforderly  jakes :  accordingly 
I  took  leave,  never  to  return  thither  again.  My 
old  friend  follow’d  my  example  not  long  after  : 
he  died  in  about  two  months,  and  was  fent  to  rot 
in  a  decent  tomb,  after  having  lived  many  years 
buried  in  a  diforderly  fink  of  lluttery.  However, 
I  have  been  lately  inform’d,  that  this  lady  has  put 
her  children  in  a  terrible  fright,  by  turning  clean¬ 
ly  at  laft.  They  are  under  dreadful  apprehenfions 
of  her  marrying  again  ;  and  not  without  fome  rea- 
fon  :  for  fhe  has  walked  her  hands  and  face  twice 
fince  my  friend’s  death,  has  the  dining-room  fwept 
once  a  week,  and  has  fhifted  her  no  lefs  than  three 
times  in  one  fortnight.  Whatever  might  be  faid 
of  Litterinda  the  wife,  it  cannot  be  difown’d  that 
the  widow  difcovers  a  tolerable  difpofition  for  go¬ 
vernment,  and  publick  offices.  For  if  outward 
cleanlinefs  is  any  proof  of  inward  neatnefs,  and  if 
an  ordinary  outfide  is  an  indication  of  no  confu- 
fion  within,  why  may  not  fhe  be  at  lealt  advanced 
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to  the  dignity  of  miftrefs  of  the  ceremonies  to  the 
court  ? 


i 
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Prif cilia  is  akin  to  neither  of  the  former  :  not 
finically  nice,  nor  carelefly  fluttifh.  She  loves 
neatnefs,  and  knows  when  fhe  fees  it,  but  has  been 
too  genteelly  bred  to  be  able  to  give  any  directions 
towards  it.  For  the  very  oeconomy  of  her  table, 
fhe  is  forced  to  depend  upon  the  difcretion  of  her 
fervants  :  and  if  her  houfekeeper  fhould  defert  her, 
fhe  would  be  as  much  puzzled  to  order  a  dinner, 
as  a  blind  man  could  be  to  find  his  way  without  a 
guide.  This  was  a  fecret  to  her  hufband,  ’till  an 
unlucky  accident  brought  him  acquainted  with 
it.  One  day,  when  he  was  without  a  houfekeeper, 
he  came  home,  and  defired  his  wife  to  add  another 
difh  to  the  table,  becaufe  he  fhould  have  an  ac¬ 
quaintance  or  two  at  dinner  with  him.  She  did  as 
he  order’d  her,  and  the  gentlemen,  when  they  fat 
down,  had  the  folid  fatisfaCtion  of  two  legs  of 
mutton  and  turnips  to  feed  on  at  the  firft  courfe. 

In  juftice  to  that  fex,  I  muff  not  put  an  end  to 
this  fubjeCt,  without  taking  notice  of  Prudentia. 
She  is  one  of  your  notable  W )men^  a  tip-top  houfe- 
wife  I  affure  you.  There’s  not  a  fecret  in  domeftic 
management  unknown  to  her.  She  can  metamor- 
phofe  a  leg  of  mutton  to  a  haunch  of  venifon, 
make  the  lark  transmigrate  to  an  ortolan ,  and 
transform  Englijh  hog’s  flefh  into  as  good  IVeftpha- 
Ha  ham  as  ever  was  imported  into  Great  Britain . 
She  is  perfedly  acquainted  with  the  myftery  of 
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making  butter  and  cheefe,  jellies,  conferves,  fweet- 
meats,  cordials,  and  what  not.  Gardening  die  is 
quite  learned  in,  and  at  the  needle  die  is  perfedt 
miftrefs.  Nay,  fhe  is  a  good  accomptant  too.  In 
fliort,  nothing  which  relates  to  oeconomy  comes 
amifs  to  her.  And  yet  fhe  is  not  vain  of  all  thefe 
accomplifhments  ;  for  tho’  fhe  often  plagues  us 
with  her  differtations  upon  thefe  fubjedts,  ’tis  ever 
with  the  commendable  view  of  learning  what  Ihe 
knows  not,  or  fhewing  us  how  much  fhe  does 
know.  So  far  is  die  from  being  proud,  that  fhe 
has  droop’d  to  the  humble  office  of  boiling  an  egg 
and,  to  drew  how  fit  die  was  to  govern,  die  fub- 
mitted  once,  in  herhufband’s  life-uime,  to  boil  him 
a  pig,  purfuant  to  his  own  requeft.  But,  fuch  is 
the  fatality  of  that  poor  fex,  fhe  has  forfeited,  fince 
a  widow,  all  her  reputation  of  wifdom,  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  her  children  ;  tho5  fhe  has  but  two 
to  manage.  Pofiefs’d  of  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
at  her  own  difpofal,  die  has  withdood  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  a  lecond  match,  to  lay  up  all  for  them  ; 
and  has  made  no  better  ufe  of  it  than  to  ruin  one 
by  excefs  of  extravagance,  and  the  other  by  ex¬ 
treme  niggardlinefs.  By  giving  her  daughter  a 
profufion  of  money  and  liberty,  die  has  afforded 
her  the  means  to  gain  the  title  of  mother,  indepen¬ 
dent  of  wedlock  *,  and  to  make  amends  for  that  er¬ 
ror,  in  the  care  of  her  fon,  has  kept  him  fo  diort 
of  money,  that,  to  get  rid  of  a  twelve-penny  dun, 
he  lias  married  a  fritter-woman.  Strange  as  this 
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circumftance  is,  his  not  more  Arrange  than  true, 
Neverthelefs,  Prudentia  cannot  be  charged  with 
want  of  love.  All  the  defedt  lies  in  that  want  of 
talent  for  government,  which  is  fo  evident  in  that 
tender  fex.  It  can  no  longer  then  be  doubted  that 
thofe  poor  pretty  creatures  muff  make  a  very  lorry 
figure  in  government  and  publick  offices,  who  ap¬ 
pear  fo  univerfally  unqualified  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  private  ceconomy.  But  I  fear  I  have  proved 
this  matter  too  plainly  to  them  *,  and  therefore,  not 
to  give  them  the  pain  of  more  ungrateful  truths  on 
this  head,  I  ffiall  follow  whither  Sophia  leads  me, 
that  is  to  confider, 


SECTION  V. 

What  Capacity  the  Women  have  for  Sciences. 

i 

I  Cannot  help  being  of  the  fame  mind  with  the 
Duke  of  Brit  any ,  quoted  by  Montague  in  his 

IEffays  ;  and  every  one  in  their  right  fenfes  muff 
think  with  us,  that  a  Woman  is  learned  enough  in 
confcience,  if  ffie  can  diffinguiffi  between  her  huf- 
;  band’s  ffiirt  and  his  breeches.  A  feverer  impreca- 
|  tion  could  fcarce  be  utter’d  againff  the  lovely  fex, 

;  than  to  wiffi  them  fcience-mad.  T'is  their  pretty 
I  fluency  in  nonfenfe,  and  their  bewitching  confi¬ 
dence  in  ignorance,  which  give  their  charms  the 
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power  of  pleafmg  us  in  the  foft  moments,  when, 
unbending  the  mind  from  ftudy,  we  feek  in  their 
native  folly  a  refpite  from  fenfe  and  fpeculation. 
But  why  fhould  we  put  them  to  the  pains  of  learn¬ 
ing,  to  entertain  us  with  that  nonfenfe  and  igno¬ 
rance  in  feveral  languages  ?  Why  fhould  they  be 
fuffer’d  to  diftradt  their  poor  tender  brains  with 
hard  words  and  technical  terms  :  is  it  not  enough 
that  they  can  clip  and  carve  their  own  mother- 
tongue  into  a  variety  of  dialedts,  without  obliging 
them  to  confound  others  into  a  kind  of  mix’d  jar¬ 
gon,  as  unintelligible  as  the  converfation  of  Ne¬ 
groes  ? 

I  don’t,  however,  pretend  to  difpute  their  natu¬ 
ral  genius  for  words.  It  is  undoubtedly  to  them 
we  owe  the  prefervation  of  that  antient  and  vene¬ 
rable  language  call’d  Gibberijh ,  which  had  long 
fmce  been  utterly  loft,  but  for  their  care  and  afli- 
duity  in  cultivating  it.  It  would  therefore  be  high¬ 
ly  ungrateful,  not  to  give  them  the  praife  due  to 
their  excellent  talents  in  this  branch  of  learning, 
efpecially  fmce  we  reap  fuch  important  advantages 
from  their  excellence  in  it.  Without  the  inftrudti- 
ons  of  thofe  pretty  jabbering  creatures,  we  fhould 
be  at  a  lofs  to  converfe  with  our  own  infants.  Our 
ignorance  would  run  us  into  the  dilemma  of  either 
frighting  them  with  plain  Englijb ,  or  reducing  them 
to  the  neceftity  of  learning  it  much  fooner  than 
the  ufual  time,  and  even  before  they  had  gone 
through  the  politer  language  of  the  nurfery.  How 
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Vulgar  would  it  be  to  hear  an  infant  fay,  Pray, 
mother  give  your  Utile  hoy  a  plumb  !  Is  it  not  infi-  v 
nitely  more  elegant  to  fay,  Pay  mamma  div  eeky 
hoy  a  pum.  And  how  fhould  a  child  ever  be  able 
to  learn  the  latter  preferably  to  the  former,  if  the 
Women  were  not  more  induftrious  in  teaching  them 
than  we  are  ?  Befides,  we  are  fuch  natural  dunces 
when  put  out  of  the  road  of  fenfe,  that  we  fhould 
never  fucceed  in  making  children  reach  the  elo¬ 
quent  unintelligible,  fo  foon  as  they  do  under  their 
prefent  teachers.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  been 
often  in  a  nurfery  of  young  children,  and,  tho5  ever 
fo  attentive  to  their  converfation  with  one  another, 
could  underftand  no  more  of  their  meaning,  than 
if  they  had  been  fo  many  Hottentots  ;  tho3  every 
Woman  who  came  in,  I  found,  was  perfe&ly  verfed 
in  their  language.  Well  for  me  and  them  that 
they  were  fo,  or  I  am  afraid  I  fhould  often  have 
done  mifchief,  but  particularly  once:  Being  where 
two  or  three  children  were  at  play,  on  a  fudden  I 
heard  one  of  them  cry,  and,  more  good-natured 
than  wife,  was  offering  to  pacify  it  with  thefe  bar¬ 
barous  words,  pretty  thing ,  what  do  you  cry  for  ? 
But  the  children  were  terribly  frighten’d,  and  for 
ought  I  know  had  all  fallen  into  fits  at  the  canni¬ 
bal  found,  if  a  learned  woman  in  the  room  had  not 
interpreted  my  meaning  in  familiar  Gihberijh ,  which 
it  feems  runs  thus  :  Peety  fmg !  did  urn  ky,  did  um 
vets  it,  fall  um  beat  paw  paw  man,  div  me  a  bow 
den,  dare ,  doe  paw  man  doe .  Thefe  mellifluous 
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founds  quite  tranquillized  the  little  peevifh  gen¬ 
try,  and  quite  convinced  me  of  how  great  im¬ 
portance  it  is  to  mankind,  that  this  feminine  fci- 

ence  fhould  be  kept  up. 

% 

So  far  then  from  thinking  the  ladies  incapable 
of  teaching,  at  lead  this  branch  of  knowledge,  I 
am  for  moving  the  legiilature  for  the  eftablifhment 
of  a  female  univerfity  for  that  purpofe  :  and  if  I 
were  not  afraid  of  offending  my  fair  antagonists 
great  modeftv,  I  would,  with  all  due  fubmiffion 
to  higher  powers,  propofe  her  for  chancellor.  One 
of  the  profeffors  I  have  already  in  my  eye  ;  5tis  a 
lady  who  keeps  a  female  academy  in  Black-fry ars . 
I  was  agreeably  furprized,  fome  time  ago,  to  find 
her  excellent  talents,  for  fuch  a  purpofe,-  difplay’d 
on  the  very  board  over  her  door ;  where  was  writ¬ 
ten  in  golden  capitals  thefe  elegant  words,  Tong  ladis 
taut  to  [pill  end  imbrawther.  Which  by  the  nicefl 
critics  is  tranflated  thus.  Young  ladies  taught  to 
[veil  and  embroider .  But  I  have  fince  had  the  fatif- 
faction  to  hear,  that  this  piece  of  antique  learning 
has  brought  her  fuch  a  number  of  fcholars,  that 

*w/ 

fne  thinks  it  now  beneath  her  to  keep  out  a  board, 
convinced  of  the  old  proverb,  that  good  wine  needs 

no  buffo  • 

Neverthelefs,  I  would  not  have  gibberijh  the  foie 
affair  of  this  univerfity.  No,  I  would  have  fome 
taught  to  lifp  a  little  Engli/h ,  and  write  it,  how¬ 
ever  afkew  and  unintelligibly.  If  I  am  not  mii- 
informki,  there  is  a  lady  now  at  work  upon  a  new 
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Englijh  grammar,  for  the  ufe  of  the  fair-fex  ;  which 
in  all  probability  will  take  very  much,  as  her 
chief  view  has  been  to  fave  unnecefiary  trouble, 
by  reducing  the  work  to  a  very  concife  compafs. 
Still  fhe  has  fpared  no  pains  to  make  it  of  uni- 
verfal  ufe  to  the  Women ,  and  by  the  ftrength  of 
her  genius,  and  continued  application,  die  has 
abridg’d  the  whole  art  of  grammar  to  four  parts 
of  fpeech,  tiffing,  mifpelting ,  noife,  and  nonfenfe . 
If  my  fcheme  diould  take  effedt,  what  a  confide- 
rable  figure  would  this  lady  make  in  an  univerfity- 
chair  ! 

I  can  by  no  means  however  confent  to  the  Wo¬ 
men's  lofing  any  time  in  the  fludy  of  the  law.  To 
complete  a  Man  a  knave,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  make  a  lawyer  of  him.  But  every  Woman  from 
her  cradle  is  by  nature  a  lawyer  in  this  fenfe. 
They  have  all  fuch  finifhed  talents  for  lying,  dif- 
fembling,  cajoling,  undermining,  equivocating, 
and  barefacedly  cheating,  that  there  is  no  law, 
profane  or  facred,  which  they  cannot  argue  away 
or  brazen  out.  ’Tis  rather  then  a  woful  diame, 
their  knowledge  of  this  kind  has  no  bridle  put  to 
it,  than  any  ways  likely  they  fhould  improve  us 
or  themfelves  by  further  advances. 

What  a  difgrace  to  her  fex,  and  what  a  bane 
to  ours,  is  Lotia,  with  all  her  jurifprudence.  There 
is  no  tricking  attorney  die  has  not  out-trick’d,  no 
fharping  counfellor  fhe  has  not  bit,  and  no  both- 
lided  ferjeant  die  has  not  outwitted.  There’s  not 
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a  court  in  England  but  fhe  is  verfed  in  the  pradice 
of  it,  and  not  a  quirk  in  it  but  fhe  has  made  ufe  of. 
She  has  cozen’d  a  J — e  into  open  perverfion  of 
the  law,  and  bilk’d  him  after  all  of  the  premium 
of  his  iniquity.  She  has  forged  away  an  eminent 
knave’s  ears  without  rifking  her  own,  and  married 
away  the  eftate  of  an  honeft  dupe  of  rank  from 
his  lawful  ifllie,  to  fquander  it  away  upon  her  own 
*  lawlefs  mongrel  offspring.  Her  greatefl  praife 
is  the  having  utterly  ruined  ipany,  and  greatly  in¬ 
jured  all  fhe  ever  had  to  do  with  •,  the  never  hav¬ 
ing  built  upon  one  honeft  plea  the  numberlefs 
fuits  fhe  has  had  upon  her  hands  j  and  the  having 
gain’d  many  caufes  without  uftng  any  honeft 
means  *,  tho’  fhe  never  loft  a  Angle  one  for  want 
of  any  knavifh  artifice  in  her  power.  To  fum  up 
the  litigious  Merit  of  this  machiavelian  lady  in 
few  words  j  without  ever  poring  over  Littleton  or 
Coke ,  there  is  no  law  fo  plain  which  could  any 
ways  concern  her,  but  what  fhe  has  baffled  by  the 
fandion  of  the  laws  themfelves.  So  idle  and 
needlefs  is  it  for  that  fex  to  ftudy  the  chicaneries 
of  the  law,  fo  eafy  is  it  for  them  without  ftudy  to 
be  perfed  in  the  pradice,  and  fo  pernicious  is  this 
perfedion  in  them  to  all  who  have  any  concerns 
with  them  !  1  would  therefore,  for  Lolief  s  fake, 
have  all  matters  of  law  banifhed  the  female  pro¬ 
vince  under  pain  of  death. 

Indeed  they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  ered  a 
faculty  of  their  own,  to  give  a  grace  to  the  mif- 
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chief  they  do  with  their  noftrums.  To  qualify  them 
for  phyficians ,  there  is  nothing  wanting  but  a  fo- 
lemnity  of  phiz,  the  ule  of  fpedlacles,  and  a  pro- 
fufenefs  of  unintelligible  jargon  ;  tho’  for  the  latter, 
thanks  to  their  propitious  ftars,  their  natural  glib- 
nefs  of  tongue,  and  fondnefs  for  hard  words,  give 
them  an  admirable  difpofition. 

For  hiftory  I  think  they  have  an  uncommon 
capacity  :  at  leaf:  one  of  the  moil  noted  produc  ¬ 
tions  in  that  kind,  is  thought  to  be  the  work  of 
a  female  genius.  For  though  a  reverend  bifhop, 
in  compliance  with  the  modeily  of  its  real  author, 
was  fo  kind  to  lend  his  name  to  the  celebrated 
hiftory  of  his  own  times,  it  is  believed  by  many 
that  his  chaplain’s  old  grandmother  had  the  chief 
hand  in  it.  In  politics  and  novels  too  they  are 
remarkable  for  excelling  :  their  propenfity  to  in¬ 
triguing  qualifies  them  for  the  latter,  and  the  for¬ 
mer  they  are  aftifted  in,  by  curiofity  and  the  gift 
of  tattle. 

Novilia  is  an  excellent  news-paper,  which  nei¬ 
ther  tires  your  eyes,  nor  founds  your  purfe  :  your 
ears  are  at  all  the  expence  of  your  information. 
There  is  not  a  thing  happens,  or  can  happen,  but 
fhe  knows  or  invents,  unlefs  there  be  too  much 
probability  in  it.  She  can  fettle  the  affairs  of  all 
Enrcpe  with  as  great  facility  as  the  grounds  in  her 
coffee-pot  ♦,  can  carry  on  war  with  equal  refolu  - 
lion ;  and  has  actually  taken  more  ihips  from 
France  and  Spain  fmce  the  rupture,  than  our  ad- 
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mirals  and  privateers  had  time  to  take,  nay  than 
thofe  nations  had  to  lofe.  She  has  often  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  the  important  conferences  a  certain 
monarch  had  in  bed  with  his  wife.  And  if  fhe  is 
not  always  right  in  her  accounts,  it  is  owing  to  the 
impolitic  proceedings  of  the  minifters  of  ffate. 
For,  to  give  her  her  due,  in  telling  you  what  is 
done,  ftie  only  means  to  acquaint  you  with  what 
die  thinks  ought  to  be  done.  I  would  by  all  means 
therefore  have  a  chair  eredted  in  the  female  uni- 
verfity,  for  the  initrudion  of  fuch  Women  as  dis¬ 
cover  a  genius  for  politics  :  but  that  they  may  be 
of  fome  ufe  to  the  public,  I  would  humbly  pro- 
pofe  to  the  government,  to  take  off  the  duty  from 
all  other  news-papers,  and  lay  it  upon  thefe  living 
Gazettes . 

In  the  chair  for  the  education  of  fuch  as  have 
a  peculiar  talent  for  novels ,  I  would  have  the  works- 
of  the  learned  authors  Mrs  Behn  and  Mrs  Manly 
read,  as  the  ftandard  of  that  fcience  ;  and  as  im¬ 
piety  and  fmut  are  confiderable  branches  of  it,  I 
would  have  thofe  paffages,  which  are  the  moil  re¬ 
markable  for  either,  particularly  inforced  to  the 
fair  Undents.  I  know  no  one  happier  lor  a  com¬ 
municative  faculty,  in  that  part  oi  literature,  and 
therefore  none  likely  to  make  a  more  able  pro- 
fefTor  of  it,  than  the  witty  Saphira  •,  that  furprifing 
genius,  the  firit  effay  of  whofe  incomparable  pen 
was  clofed  in  the  fprightly  parentheles  of  bawdy 
and  blafphemy.  The  Lady,  you  mull  know,  is  a 
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Freethinker  by  profeffion  ^  but  moil  firmly  believes 
there  is  a  God,  becaufe  folks  will  have  it  there  is 
none  :  tho5  fhe  can  with  a  becoming  eafe  talk  of 
him  in  as  carelefs  a  manner  as  ihe  does  of  the  devil, 
whom  ihe  looks  upon  as  a  mere  fidion,  and  wiilies 
ihe  had  nothing  to  trouble  her  more  than  the  fears 
of  hell :  for  ihe  is  very  fure  God  is  too  good  to 
make  fuch  a  troublefome  being,  or  fuch  a  difmal 
place.  As  fne  has,  befides  thefe  accompliihments, 
a  tolerable  tafte  for  poetry,  ihe  may  give  her  pretty 
fcholars  a  little  tindure  of  it,  by  reading  to  them 
Mrs  Barber* s  Family  Poems,  unlefs  ihe  ihould 
think  it  more  inftrudive  to  paraphrafe  Mrs  Bebn’s 
piece  upon  enjoyment. 

If  I  miftake  not,  Sophia  difclaims,  in  the  name 
of  her  whole  fex,  the  privilege  of  interfering  in 
matters  of  divinity  :  tho5  ihe  ftill  contends  hard 
for  their  natural  aptnefs  for  it.  What  commifiion 
fhe  may  have  from  her  pretty  clients,  to  give  up  fo 
confiderable  a  claim  I  know  not.  However,  I  am 
abfolutely  of  opinion,  that  it  becomes  them  full  as 
well  to  hold  forth  on  the  fubjed  of  religion  in  a 
church  as  in  their  drawing-rooms,  in  a  pulpit  as  at 
a  tea-board  •,  and  both  are  as  graceful  in  them  as 
riding  ailride  would  be.  What  fchifrn  ever  rended 
the  church,  which  they  have  not  had  a  principal 
hand  in  ?  What  error  ever  crept  in  among  Chrif- 
tians  which  they  have  not  been  induftrious  to  for¬ 
ward  ?  What  point  fo  abftrufe  in  religion  which 
they  are  not  for  deciding  ?  If  they  mull  be  chain- 
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ber-di vines,  why  do  they  not  even  go  farther,  and 
feize  the  church  and  pulpit  too  ?  Why  do  they 
not  copy  alter  that  female  pattern  of  confiftency, 
Dromonia  ?  This  flelhy  tabernacle  of  the  fpirit  hath 
wifely  thrown  off  all  idle  forms,  to  preach  the  out¬ 
ward  man  into  the  arms  of  the  inward  one.  Con¬ 
vinced  of  the  light  within  her,  Hie  hath  not  buried 
it  under  a  bufhel,  at  her  levee,  but  hath  placed  it 
on  a  candleflick  in  the  houfe  of  the  Lord,  that  it 
may  give  light  unto  all  that  are  in  it.  And  the 
Lord  in  return  hath  fo  replenifhed  her  with  the 

Jl 

light  of  his  knowledge,  that  fhe  expoundeth  the 
fcriptures  without  cealing,  and  burfteth  not,  albeit 
Hie  knoweth  not  how  to  read  them.  He  hath  made 
her  a  picklock  of  wifdom,  and  given  unto  her  a 
key  to  open  the  greateff  myiteries  of  the  Revela¬ 
tions,  and  fhew  that  there  is  no  myftery  in  them ; 
to  unfold  the  prophets  as  fne  unfoldeth  her  apron  ; 
and  to  expofe  the  evangel  ills  as  Hie  expofeth  herfelf. 
Nay,  he  hath  given  her  a  two-edged  tongue  for  a 
fnare,  two  rolling  eyes  for  a  bait  *,  he  hath  added 
claws  unto  her  lingers,  and  behold  Hie  goeth  forth 
like  unto  a  fiflier  ot  Men ,  and  fpreads  her  fnowy 
arms  like  unto  a  net.  But  the  fpirit  bloweth  where 
it  lifteth  ,  and  the  fons  of  the  fiefh  will  not  bite  at 
the  bait,  nor  be  caught  in  the  net. 

However  unfuccefsful  the  induftry  of  this  female 
divine  is,  I  think  Hie  is  a  living  proof  of  the  abi¬ 
lity  ol  that  fex  for  the  fludy  of  theology.  And 

there- 
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therefore  I  am  not  againfl  their  erecfting  a  chair  to 
teach,  and  appointing  her  the  profeffor. 

But  I  can  by  no  means  give  into  their  puzzling 
their  little  delicate  heads  with  the  more  intricate 
ftudy  of  philo fophy  of  any  fort.  Every  branch  of 
that  is  built  upon  reafon,  and  reafon  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with.  However  as  they  have  fome 
faint  glimmerings  of  it,  I  don’t  pretend  to  fay 
there  will  be  any  harm  in  their  gaining  a  little  fu- 
perficial  fmatch  of  fome  trifles  dependent  on  phi- 
lofophy  :  fuch  as  a  few  myflerious  terms,  a  fmall 
number  of  detach’d  fentences,  and  here  and  there 
a  trite  experiment.  Thefe  will  fuffice  to  make  any 
Woman  as  learned  as  fhe  need  be,  and  thefe  any 
Woman  may  pick  up  without  much  coft. 

I  was  lately  entertain’d  by  one  of  your  very 
learned  ladies  in  her  fludy,  where  I  had  the  op¬ 
portunity,  during  a  fhort  fpace  fhe  left  me  alone 
there,  to  take  a  furvey  of  her  library,  and  the 
choice  colledtion  which  had  contributed  to  make 
her  fuch  a  fcholar.  As  I  found  it  very  curious,  I 
was  at  the  pains  of  writing  a  catalogue,  which  I 
fliall  here  tranfcribe  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  fair 
lovers  of  polite  learning  :  fo  far  am  I  from  envy-*- 
ing  them  any  opportunity  of  improving  their 
talents. 

Her  books  then  flood  in  the  following  order. 

The  Ataiantis  \  a  Common-prayer~bock - Ro - 

chefter' s  Poems ,  Preparation  for  Communion— —Love's 

lafi 
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laft  Shift ;  Meditations  on  Death . A  patch-box _ 

Paradife  loft  ;  the  Art  of  being  eafy  at  all  times _ 

Behn's  Novels  Whitefield’s  Sermons— -Ovid's  Art  of 

Love  j  Advice  of  a  Mother  to  her  Son  and  Daughter _ 

Petronius  in  Englifh  ;  a  Bible . A  paper  of  pins _ 

A  Phee-and-thou  Almanack  ;  the  Moral  Philo fopher  ; 
the  Pilgrim's  Progrefs— -Geography  of  Children  j  the 
Patient — A  pocket  looking-glafs — Dacier’s  Homer, 
Englifh  ;  Perfian  Pales  ;  Phe  Merry  Jefter  ;  Effay  on 
Midwifry — la  a  vacancy  lay  Swift's  Dreffmg-room, 
with  a  houfewife  upon  it  fluff’d  with  filks,  and  a 
paper  with  Spanifh  wool-— The  Plain  Dealer-, 
Law's  Serious  Call  to  a  devout  Life— -Pale  of  a 
Pub  ;  Dyche's  Spelling-book— -Phe  Whole  Duty  of 
Man  ;  the  Art  of  getting  beautiful  Children. 

After  having  given  an  account  of  her  library, 
3t  is  fit  I  fhould  give  iome  idea  of  its  fair  owner, 
dhv.  Las  read  a  gieat  deal,  and  has  a  very  good 
memory ;  can  talk  incoherently  in  five  feveral 
languages ;  has  tranflatea  and  even  compofed  ;  is 
a  critic  in  profe,  and  an  author  in  verfe.  But  with 
all  this  deal  of  learning  and  memory,  fhe  neither 
knows  how  to  fet  her  cap  ftreight,  nor  can  re¬ 
member  to  buckle  her  fhoes  ;  and  is  fo  blinded 
with  poring  over  books,  as  not  to  be  capable  of 
difeerning  the  difference  of  Ihades  between  a  dir¬ 
ty  fmock-fleeve  and  a  clean  apron.  In  Ihort,  fhe 
is  too  much  taken  up  with  the  dead,  to  mind  any 
decorums  to  the  living  ;  and,  but  for  the  lake  of 
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informing  the  latter,  would  fcorn  to  converfe 
with  them.  While  1  was  with  her,  a  fudden  itch- 
ing  in  her  head  put  her  in  mind  that  her  hair 
wanted  combing.  She  fubmits  to  the  greafy  talk  : 
But  no  fooner  had  hie  drawn  the  comb  half  a  do¬ 
zen  times  through  her  hair,  than  a  learned  flight 
feized  hold  of  her  fenfes  *5  hie  tucks  up  her  locks 
with  irregular  hade  ;  and,  taking  leave  of  me, 
hurries  along  the  dreet,  without  io  much  as  tak¬ 
ing  notice  of  the  furprize  and  ridicule  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  hie  pafs’d  by,  till  hie  came  to  her  bookieller’s, 
who  could  not  have  feen  hie  had  been  dreffing  her 
head,  but  for  the  nightrail  hie  had  dill  on  her 
Ihoulders.  It  mud  be  owned,  that  if  this  lady  is 
a  fcholar  hie  is  a  very  huttiih  one  ;  and  the  much 
fhe  reads  is  to  very  little  purpofe,  fince  it  can 
make  nothing  better  of  her  than  a  bookijh  flat  tern. 
It  is  happy  for  her,  and  much  more  for  our  fex, 
that  hie  is  unmarried.  A  man  of  fenfe  mud  un¬ 
doubtedly  prefer  to  fuch  a  learned  negligence,  an 
ignorant  wife  who  can  condefcend  to  be  cleanly* 
and  doop  to  be  a  little  well  bred.  For  my  part? 
after  feeing  fuch  an  indance  of  the  ill  conlequence 
of  literature  in  women,  I  cannot  but  be  of  Ju¬ 
venal's  mind,  as  Mr.  Dryden  tranflates  him, 

That  of  all  ^ plagues ,  the  greateft  is  untold  *, 

* The  book-learn' d  wife ,  in  Greek  and  Latin  bold . 

The  critic -dame ,  who  at  her  table  Jits,  J 

Homer  and  Virgil  quotes ,  and  weighs  their  wits ;  |> 

And  pities  Didob  agonizing  Jits.  j 

She. 
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She  has  fo  far  iF  afcendant  of  the  boards 
Lhe  -prating  pedant  puts  not  in  one  word : 

Lhe  man  of  law  is  nonplus’ d  in  his  fuit ; 

Nay,  ev’ry  other  female  tongue  is  mute. 

Hammers  and  beating  anvils ,  you  would  fwear7 
And  Vulcan  with  his  whole  militia  ’s  there : 
labors  and  trumpets  ceafe  \  for  fhe  alone 
Is  able  to  redeem  the  lab’ ring  moon . 

Ev’n  wit’s  a  burden ,  where' it  talks  too  long  , 

But  fhe  who  has  no  continence  of  tongue , 

Should  walk  in  breeches ,  and  Jhould  wear  a  beard. 
And  mix  among  the  philo fophic  herd . 

O  what  a  midnight  curfe  has  he,  whofe  fide 
Is  pefter’d  with  a  mood  and  figure  bride  ! 

Let  mine,  ye  gods  l  (if  fuch  muji  be  my  fate) 

No  logic  learn,  nor  hiftory  tranfiate 
But  rather  be  a  quiet,  humble  fool : 

I  hate  a  wife  to  whom  I  go  to  fchool. 

Who  climbs  the  grammar  tree,  diftindlly  knows 
Where  noun,  and  verb,  and  participle  grows  •, 
Cornells  her  country  neighbour  \  and  abed 
For  breaking  Prifcianh,  breaks  her  hufband’s  head . 

Neither  Juvenal  nor  I  deny  that  Women  may  ac¬ 
quire  fome  fuperficial  learning  :  all  we  contend 
for  is,  that  it  is  ever  ill  bellowed  upon  them,  inaf- 
much  as  it  renders  them  ufelefs  to  their  own  lex, 
and  a  nuifance  to  ours  ;  of  which  the  lady  whole 
portraiture  I  have  juft  given  is  a  fignal  proof.  If 
Sophia  fhould  bring  me  a  few  inllances  out  of  the 
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Common  rule,  what  will  flie  get  by  it  ?  I  grant, 
that  Greece  has  fhewn  its  Sappho ,  Rome  her  Corner 
Ha ,  France  has  produced  a  Racier ,  Holland  has 
brought  forth  a  Schurman ,  Italy  a  doddrefs  ;  and, 
more  blefl  than  all,  England  now  boafts  an  Eliza 
and  a  Sophia  :  What  then  ?  Are  feventy  inftances, 
though  feventy  times  feven  times  doubled,  in  up¬ 
wards  of  five  thoufand  and  feven  years,  fufficient 
to  prove  a  general  capacity  in  Women  for  know¬ 
ledge  and  learning  ?  Would  my  fair  antagonift 
think  horfes  a  fit  party  for  her  at  quadrille ,  if  I 
fhould  inflance  fome  of  that  fpecies  which  have 
been  dabs  at  Put  ?  Or,  would  file  like  to  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  converfation  of  parrots,  becaufe  ma¬ 
ny  of  them  can  talk  a  great  deal  ?  No  ;  neither 
can  we  deem  the  Women  fit  afiociates  for  us  in  the 
ftudy  of  fciences,  becaufe  a  few  have  had  a  tolera¬ 
ble  fmattering  of  them.  But  let  us  proceed  to 
view  them  in  another  light  in  the  following 
queflion. 


SECTION  VI. 


Whether  Women  are  naturally  qualified  for 
Military  Offices ^  or  not . 

ID  L  E  as  I  think  this  queflion,  it  is  neceftary  to 
take  it  into  a  minute’s  confideration,  in  com¬ 
bi  plaifance 
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plaifance  to  my  fair  adverfary,  who  is  difpofed  to 
think  it  of  importance.  Indeed,  in  one  fenfe,  I 
am  of  her  mind  :  for  I  cannot  help  wifhing,  for 
the  good  of  my  o wn  fex,  that  the  Women ,  how¬ 
ever  unqualified  for  military  exploits,  were  obliged 
to  engage  in  all  the  wars,  civil  diffentions,  family 
feuds,  and  bloody  broils,  they  are  the  original  au- 
thors  of;  fince,  in  all  probability,  their  natural 
averfion.  to  danger  would  have  made  them  lefs 
forward  to  expofe  us  to  it.  I  would  have  every 
jilting  coquet,  who  prides  herfelf  in  meafuring 
the  love  of  her  dupes  by  the  length  of  their 
fwords,  be  compelled  to  ad:  the  part  of  a  fecond 
in  the  tray.  And  as  for  thofe  ladies  who  have 
pride  and  prettinefs  enough  to  fet  their  families 
on  cutting  one  another’s  throats,  to  involve  their 
country  in  civil  dilcord,  or  to  fet  nations  at  a 
bloody  ftrife  ;  I  would  have  them  Tingled  out, 
like  fo  many  Curative  and  Horatia ,  to  decide  the 
difpute  with  their  own  blood,  and  fpare  unnecef- 
fary  daughter.  Thus,  knowing  themfelves  doom¬ 
ed  to  heal  at  their  own  coft  the  mifchiefs  of  their 
own  making,  they  would  be  lefs  fond  of  difcord, 
or  we  fliould  be  lefs  the  vidiims  of  it.  But  to  ex¬ 
pect  them  to  expofe  their  pretty  carcafes  to  perils 
or  hardfhips  for  the  fafety  of  their  country,  the 
good  of  the  public,  or  the  defence  of  virtue, 
would  be  requiring  impoffibilities  from  them. 
Magnanimity,  as  an  illuftrious  author  obferves, 
was  never  expected  from  that  pufiilanunous  fex. 

Each 
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Each  fex,  indeed,  has  its  perfections ;  but  great- 
nefs  of  foul  was  never  numbered  among  feminine 
accomplishments .  Nature  from  the  beginning 
fixed  an  elfential  difference  between  Man  and  Wo- 
many  not  more  in  ftrength  of  body  than  of  mind  ; 
and,  though  flie  gave  them  both  fome  virtues  not 
unlike  in  appearance,  yet  Ihe  diftributed  thofe 
virtues  between  them  in  very  unequal  Shares. 
What  is  the  utmoft  ftrength  of  Woman ,  but  the 
Struggle  of  imbecillity  ?  What  her  greateft  bra¬ 
very,  but  cowardice  made  defperate  ? 

And  yet  I  will  not  pretend  to  fay,  that  every 
Woman  is  a  coward  •,  or  that  any  of  them  are  al¬ 
ways  fuch  :  No  *,  Women  can  be  fometimes  fear- 
lefs  ;  but  that  is  only  when  vice  infpires  their  va¬ 
lour.  And  then  what  is  it  they  cannot  do  or 
dare  ?  For,  as  Mr.  Dry  den  fays  after  Juvenal , 

Each  inconvenience  makes  their  virtue  cold  5 

But  Womankind  in  ills  are  ever  bold . 

T remula  is  as  tender  a  lady,  and  as  eafily  feared, 
as  any  I  know  of  her  whole  fex  :  Too  pretty  to 
tread  the  ground  in  a  vulgar  manner,  ihe  cannot 
Stand,  though  it  Should  be  to  fave  her  hufband 
from  ruin  ;  much  lefs  can  ihe  walk  the  enormous 
length  of  a  room  ,  unlefs  ihe  has  a  Man  to  lean 
'  upon,  or  the  happinefs  to  forget  herfelf.  Mufic, 
i  indeed,  has  a  miraculous  effect  on  the  harmonious 
creature  :  it  can  folidate  her  too  fupple  finews,  and 
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give  her  force  to  foot  it,  without  fainting,  for 
four  and  twenty  hours  together  ;  though  her  joints 
are  naturally  fo  very  weak,  that  fhe  can  feldom 
fucceed  to  take  two  fteps  and  a  half  without  trip¬ 
ping.  I  myfelf  have  known  her  laid  up  with  a 
cold  for  the  whole  winter,  by  rafhly  venturing 
crols  a  boarded  entry  to  her  coach,  before  the 
maid  could  fpread  the  carpet,  for  all  her  hufband 
had  warmed  her  clogs  very  carefully  ;  and  at  this 
very  time  is  dangeroufiy  ill  of  a  tooth-ach,  which 
fhe  got  by  inconsiderately  going  one  night  to  the 
play  without  ear-rings.  What  makes  the  danger 
greater  is,  that  fhe  cannot  be  bled  :  The  fight  of 
a  lancet  would  throw  her  into  a  fwoon  ;  and  her 
fits  are  frequent  enough,  without  feeking  occafi- 
ons  to  make  them  more  fo.  She  is  always  in  a 
panic  at  belt :  for,  confcious  to  herfelf  of  being 
fomething  very  precious,  fhe  never  thinks  herfelf 
thoroughly  fafe.  The  buz  of  a  gnat  will  awake 
her  from  the  profoundeft  dream  of  tranquillity  ; 
the  ruffling  of  her  own  filks  has  often  fet  her  on 
trembling  ;  and,  in  another  perfon’s  houle,  fhe  has 
fainted  away  at  the  fight  of  her  own  fweet  felf 
in  a  glafs,  before  fhe  had  time  to  recolledt  the 
dear  idol’s  features.  All  edge  tools  fire  has  an  ut¬ 
ter  dread  of ;  two  crofs  knives  are  fufficient  mat¬ 
ter  at  any  time  to  metamorphofe  the  fearful  thing 
into  an  afpin  leaf :  her  hufband’s  fword,  though 
as  harmlefs  as  Harlequin' s  fabre,  fhe  can  tolerate 
no  where  but  at  his  fide  e,  and  one  day  finding  him, 

as 
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as  fhe  came  into  his  clofet,  with  a  razor  in  his 
hand,  fhe  fairly  fell  back  into  the  arms  of  the  foot¬ 
man  ;  and  what  would  have  been  the  confequence 
I  cannot  fay,  if  Richard  had  not  unlaced  her,  while 
his  mailer  went  after  the  houfekeeper  for  her  lady’s 
drops  :  fo  delicate  and  fearful  is  pretty  Tremula. 
And  yet,  averfe  as  I  am  to  hazards,  I  would  venture 
an  even  wager  of  a  fmall  matter,  that  if  Richard 
had  the  fenfe  to  feel  her  pulfe,  and  guefs  at  her 
conflitution,  he  might  enable  her  to  walk  three  or 
four  miles  to  an  affignation  of  mifchief,  in  the 
darkeft  night,  without  fear  of  meeting  in  the  way 
a  bear,  or  a  bug-aboe  j  if  I  may  be  allowed  this  fe¬ 
male  elegance. 

And  why  not  ?  Viragina  is  as  flender  and  deli¬ 
cate  to  appearance  as  herfelf ;  and  yet  fhe  can  do 
that  and  more.  Strong  and  flout  as  the  tallefl  offi¬ 
cers  in  our  handing  army,  horfe  or  foot,  fhe  can 
leap  a  five-barr’d  gate,  keep  at  the  heels  of  a  fox, 
and  fet  a  buck  at  bay,  with  the  befl  of  them.  She 
can  turn  her  horfe  adrift,  take  her  dog  and  her  gun 
on  a  winter’s  day,  and,  without  fear  of  colds  or  ca¬ 
tarrhs,  ramble  miles  in  the  dirt,  to  a  folitary  cop¬ 
pice,  in  purfuit  of  her  game.  No  weather  can 
keep  her  at  home,  and  no  dangers  can  fright  her 
from  venturing  abroad.  In  the  country  lhe  can 
flrole  a  whole  day,  from  cover  to  cover,  after  a 
brace  of  woodcocks ;  and,  moon  or  no  moon,  can 
trapes  all  night  through  thick  and  thin,  from  vil¬ 
lage  to  village,  after  a  fingle  fuller.  In  town  fhe 
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is  as  undaunted  ;  can  fwagger  at  a  Card-table,  riot 
at  a  tavern,  and  ramble  through  the  ftreets  from 
bagnio  to  bagnio,  with  as  much  fecurity  in  a  hack 
as  in  her  own  coach  *  and  that  at  hours  when  the 
honefter  part  of  watchmen  are  fcarce  fafe.  Never- 
thelefs,  it  cannot  be  faid  that  this  lady  is  vigorous 
and  undauntad  alike  in  every  thing  :  no  •,  in  every 
thing  that  is  good  and  commendable,  fhe  is  all  im¬ 
potence  and  panic  ;  and  would  be  full  as  feeble  and 
fearful  as  <Tremula  herfelf,  even  in  thefe  her  favou¬ 
rite  amufements,  if  the  toil  and  danger  of  them 
fhould  once  aflfume  the  face  of  virtue.  It  is  mif- 
chief  then,  dear,  dear  mifchief,  which  infpires  VL 
tagina  to  be  fo  vigorous,  and  ad  fo  valiantly.  Vice 
and  milchief  alone  are  capable  of  making  that 
fex  fummon  all  its  latent  ftrength,  and  forget  all 
its  fears.  Inftigated  by  evil,  what  will  they  not  ha¬ 
zard  ?  Vice  fhall  make  a  Thaleftris  equal  to  the  la¬ 
bour  of  rambling  after  an  Alexander }  make  Sheba's 
queen  overlook  the  dangers  of  a  long  and  unknown 
road  ;  and  humble  an  emprefs,  Mejfalina ,  a  Roman 
emprefs,  to  walk  the  ftreets.  Every  Woman  is  a 
Hippia ,  prefs’d  in  the  lifts  of  virtue  }  flow,  impo¬ 
tent,  and  heartlefs,  feared  by  an  atom,  fainting  at 
a  role.  But  place  the  goal  of  vice,  or  Aandard  of 
iniquity,  within  their  reach,  all  volunteers  of  fin 
and  luft,  they  will  hurry  to  it  with  the  utmoft  ea- 
gernefs  }  forfake  their  hufbands,  the  tendered  of 
hu (bands,  forget  their  children,  parents,  blood  and 
friends^  dare  foaming  feas,  fnuff  pitch  and  tar,  feed 
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Oil  carrion  with  a  guff:,  lie  hard,  work  harder,  and 
go  through  all  fufferable  woes,  to  .gain  the  point 
in  view. 

Can  it  then  be  denied,  that  fome  Women  have 
ftrength  and  courage  enough  to  qualify  them  for 
military  offices  ?  And  yet  what  Pafchal  fays,  in 
his  political  maxims,  is  ftill  true  :  “  Nothing  is 
more  certain,  than  that  the  fair  fex  is  not  only 
u  weak  and  unequal  to  toil,  but  even,  if  truth  is 
cc  no  treafon,  as  impotent  as  they  are  cruel-mind- 
ed,  ambitious,  and  greedy  of  power  ;  which  they 
are  to  fuch  an  excefs,  that  they  know  no  mode- 
ration  in  their  diforders,  when,  ffiamelefs  enough 
to  herd  with  warriors,  they  expofe  themfelves 
to  public  view  at  the  head  of  armies,  range 
<c  troops,  march  with  a  regiment  at  their  tail,  and 
value  themielves  upon  their  own  dexterity  in 
<c  all  military  exercifes :  though,  when  I  fee  any 
tc  fuch  forward  Woman ,  I  cannot  help  thinking  I 
*6  fee  a  monkey  aping  the  addons  of  a  Man. 59 
And,  in  reality,  what  can  be  more  ridiculous  or 
indecent  ?  Is  it  not  full  as  unfeemly  a  fight,  to  be¬ 
hold  a  Woman  giving  the  word  of  command  to  her 
troops,  leading  them  up  to  combat  in  battle  array, 
and  giving  them  the  fignal  of  onfet,  as  to  fee  a 
Man  knotting,  knitting,  handling  a  diftaff,  or  em¬ 
broidering  his  wife’s  petticoat  ?  The  reafon  is,  that 
every  thing  unnatural  and  out  of  character  isoffen- 
five,  and  therefore  wrong.  And  what  appears  and 
is,  in  a  valiant  man,  gallantry,  bravery,  and  ftur- 
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dinefs*  is,  in  a  forward  Woman ,  madnefs*  arro¬ 
gance,  and  cruelty  ;  as,  on  the  contrary,  what 
makes  a  Woman  elegant,  makes  a  Man  deformed  * 
as  the  drefs  and  ornaments  which  add  grace  and 
dignity  to  her  beauty,  but  ferve  to  make  him  a 
finical,  pragmatic,  enervate  coxcomb.  It  is  no 
praife  then,  but  rather  a  difgrace,  to  any  of  that 
loft  fex  to  be  qualified  for  military  offices.  For, 
as  the  fame  learned  writer  obferves,  the  more  their 
natural  weaknefs  is  a  curb  to  their  violent  fallies  of 
imagination  and  whim,  fo,  when  they  givealoofe 
to  libertinifm,  the  greater  lengths  are  they  fure  to 
run,  and  with  the  more  difficulty  are  they  brought 
back  to  their  former  modeily,  if  ever  they  are. 
And  fuch  of  them  as  are  fomething  more  robuft 
and  dauntlefs'than  the  generality,  are  but  the  more 
dangerous  evils  for  being  fo  j  inafmuch  as  their 
impetuofity  of  temper  is  ever  more  furious.  So  that 
when  once  a  Woman*  impatient  of  her  fex,  throws 
off  the  folt  charadler  which  is  properly  hers,  ffie 
will  never  fail  to  carry  her  infolence  beyond  the 
bounds  which  even  Men  of  any  fen fe  fix  to  their 
Boldnefs. 

And  yet  I  do  not  believe  it  abfolutely  impoffible 
for  a  Woman  to  have  a  true  courage,  animated  by 
real  virtue ;  but  I  look  upon  fuch  a  Woman  as  a 
miracle,  out  of  the  common  courfe  of  nature.  As 
fuch  I  confider  the  immortal  Boadicea  ;  and  as  fuch 
I  profoundly  revere  the  more  immortal  Sophia, when 
ffie  tells  us,  that  fhe  could ,  with  more  cafe,  and  lefs 
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repugnance,  dare  the  frowns  and  fury  cf  an  already 
victorious  army,  which  floe  had  forces  to  refifi,  than 
(he  could  ftoop  to  court  the  fmiles  of  a  corrupt  minifter 
whom Jhe  had  reafon  to  defpife .  Sentiments  fo  like 
my  own  compel  me  to  believe  her,  though  a  Wo¬ 
man  ;  and  I  admire  (I  had  almoft  laid  adore)  her 
for  them.  Words  are  but  words  at  belt,  and  hers 
are  no  more  :  but  the  fpirit  they  are  utter’d  with 
is  a  proof  to  me  of  their  being  the  overflowings  of 
a  heart  capable  of  the  execution.  But  will  Sophia 
pretend  to  fay,  there  are  many  Women  like  her  in 
this  particular  ;  or  that  the  bulk  of  Womankind  are 
not  pufillanimous  things  ?  If  the  fun  halted  once 
at  the  valiant  JoJhual s  word  of  command,  muft  its 
courfe  be  interrupted  for  every  impertinent  bully  ? 
And  if  virtuous  courage  has  taken  a  feat  in  one 
Womans  bread:,  Shall  all  the  heartlefs  generation 
lay  a  claim  to  the  extra-privilege  ?  No,  miracles 
allowed  for,  timidity,  like  all  other  defeds  of  Men, 
is  an  ornamental  perfedion  i n  Women,  and  infepa- 
rable,  in  fome  degree  or  other,  even:  from  thofe 
virago  dames  who  launch  out  of  nature  into  affec¬ 
tation. 

I  will  agree  with  my  fair  antagonift  fo  far,  that 
the  virtuous  are  always  timid ;  but  can  draw  no 
conclusion  thence  in  favour  of  her  fex,  till  fhe 
makes  it  appear,  that  the  timid  are  always  virtuous . 
The  contrary  to  which  I  have  already  fo  plainly  in- 
ftanced  in  thofe  little  heartlefs  pretty  mifehief?,  that 
I  need  add  nothing  more  to  convince  a  rational 
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Creature,  that  the  Women  are  as  little  qualified  for 
military  employments  of  honour,  truft,  or  im¬ 
portance,  as  they  are  for  every  other  office  in  life, 
except  that  for  which  they  were  given  us,  that  is, 
the  propagation  of  human  nature. 


CONCLUSION. 

*  .  . ,,  7  jj  i.  *  - •  -  J  * 

■  '  t 

FROM  what  I  have  hitherto  faid  it  muft  ap¬ 
pear  to  all  who  have  the  leaft  degree  of  un- 
derff  anding,  that  if  the  merit  of  Women  be  weighed 
by  the  end  of  their  produ&ion,  and  the  circuro- 
ftances  attending  it,  by  their  natural  capacity,  and 
the  pra&ice  they  have  applied  it  to  in  all  ages,  by 
the  living  variety  of  inftances  of  their  folly,  incon- 
fiftency,  impotence  in  good,  and  propenfity  to  evil, 
they  are  not  only  wide  of  the  perfection  of  Many 
but  even  almoft  infinitely  beneath  him.  So  that 
far  from  havihg  any  juft  title,  or  even  plaufible 
pretence,  to  claim  an  equality  of  power,  dignity, 
and  efteem  with  him  ;  the  very  privileges  they  en¬ 
joy,  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  fo  many  inftances 
of  his  generofity  to  them. 

It  we  trace  their  conduCt  through  every  age, 
and  confider  it  in  all  lights,  we  ffiall  find  them 
every  where,  even  in  their  feeming  differences,  the 
tame  j  emptily  vain,  fooliffily  conceited,  and  am* 
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bitioujfty  groveling ;  at  once  covetous  and  extrava¬ 
gant,  to  extremes ;  reftlefs  even  to  indolence,  and 
falfe  in  their  very  fits  of  fondnefs  ;  in  their  hatred 
cruel,  in  their  love  lafcivious  j  and  then  moft 
treacherous,  when  moft  mduftriqus  to  fhew  fince- 
rity.  What  elfe  do  we  find  in  Women  but  the  bane 
of  friendfhip,  an  inevitable  pain,  a  native  tempta¬ 
tion,  a  defirable  calamity,  a  domeftic  fnare,  a  flat¬ 
tering  mifchief,  the  very  eftence  of  evil,  under  the 
femblance  of  good  ?  If  then  there  is  a  heinous 
crime  in  difmiffing  them  when  ours,  itmuft  furely 
be  own’d  as  heavy,  a  grievance  to  be  forced  to  re¬ 
tain  them,  tho’  uncertain  of  their  being  only  ours. 
And  yet  fuch  the  haplefs  dilemma  Man  is  reduced 
to,  when  tied  to  that  frail  toy  a  Woman  :  in  danger 
of  becoming  an  adulterer  if  he  difmifles  her,  or  of 
harbouring  an  adultrefs  if  he  keeps  her. 

Neverthelefs,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  Woman , 
though  effentially  an  evil,  is  a  necefiary  one  *,  but 
then  fo  much  the  more  burthenfome  is  fhe  for  be¬ 
ing  fo ;  fince  what  is  moft  endearing  in  her,  makes 
our  danger  the  more  imminent,  and  our  only  fecu- 
rity  is  in  what  muft  render  her  intolerable.  The 
Man  who  weds  a  beautiful  Woman ,  meaiures  a  mark 
for  every  Libertine's  lechery  •,  but  he  who  mar¬ 
ries  a  plain  one,  marries  lechery  itfelf :  the  for¬ 
mer  will  find  it  an  arduous  talk  to  preferve  invio  - 
lated  his  private  property  in  the  objed  of  public 
lull  *,  and  how  wretched  muft  be  the  fate  of  the 
latter,  to  be  confined  to  the  fociety  of  one,  whom 
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none  elfe  would  condefcend  to  couple  with :  how¬ 
ever,  upon  the  whole,  there  may  be,  perhaps,  much 
lefs  mifery  annex’d  to  the  pofleflion  of  a  homely 
wife,  than  to  the  difficulty  of  keeping  a  hand- 
fome  one  chafte  j  but  ftill  it  is  plain  there  is  a  mi¬ 
fery  in  both. 

Well  then  might  Cato  fay,  that  “  but  for  Woman 
“  the  world  would  be  without  woe,  and  the  ce- 
“  leftial  beings  would  delight  to  mingle  their  con- 
“  verfation  with  ours.”  It  is  well  remark’d  by  a 
learned  author,  that  Cato  fpoke  not  by  guefs,  but 
from  his  own  fatal  experience.  And  who  better 
qualified  to  give  a  proper  idea  of  the  artifices  of 
thofe  common  mifchiefs,  than  one  who  was  him- 
felf  the  dupe  of  them  ?  Their  vices  and  Tollies 
alike  are  carried  to  fuch  an  excels,  that  nothing 
could  make  them  credible  but  convidtion  ;  and 
nothing  but  experience  could  juftify  the  belief  of  it. 
But  Cato  had  the  trial ;  and,  to  his  forrow,  found 
the  fair  delufive  flower  of  Venus  like  the  foft,filky, 
touch-enfnaring  rofe,  beneath  whole  beauteous 
baneful  bloflom  lies  many  a  pointed  thorn. 

But  I  foiget,  Cato  is  no  oracle  with  Sophia;  nor 
would  he  be  fuch  with  me,  was  he  particular  in  his 
opinion  of  the  fair  lex.  But  furely  all  can  never 
be  miltaken  :  and  do  not  all,  who  bear  the  cha¬ 
rter  of  wife,  agree,  that  Women  are  the  lhuttle- 
cocks  of  vice  and  folly,  impotence  and  eagernefs; 
the  dupes  of  .others  paffions,  and  jilted  by  their 
own  ?  Do  not  all  writers,  facred  and  profane, 
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without  comparing  notes,  combine  in  painting 
them  falfe  as  they  are  fair,  and  filly  as  they  are 
fweet ;  artful  in  modefl  guife,  and  impudent  when 
lewd ;  treacherous,  ambitious,  Haves  to  avarice, 
the  foes  of  reafon,  and  never  friends  to  thought, 
but  when  they  think  on  mifchief.  If  Seneca  may 
be  believed,  a  Woman  never  mufes  by  her f 'elf  \  but 
Jhe  is  mufing  on  fome  wickednefs.  And  if  we  dif- 
credit  him,  we  muff  difcredit  all  who  have  ever 
Hooped  to  write  about  them  ;  for  all  are  of  his 
mind,  and  all  confider  them  at  b eft  as  flattering, 
pleafing,  de Arable  evils.  Democritus  was  fo  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  that,  being  queftioned,  why  hey 
who  was  himfelf  fo  big ,  had  married  a  wife  fo  little  ; 
he  anfwered, .  Me  thinks  ^  fays  he,  as  it  is ,  I  have 
chofen  too  big  a  one ,  when  all  I  had  to  choofe  was 
evil.  But  Protagoras  went  farther  ftill ;  no  evil, 
according  to  him,  exceeds  that  evil,  Woman.  What 
made  him  give  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  his 
mortal  enemy  ?  afk  him,  and  take  his  reafon  from 
himfelf  j  I  gave  her  to  him ,  fays  he,  becaufe  1  could 
give  him  nothing  worfe. 

I  fhould  never  have  done,  were  I  to  give  a  lift 
of  all  the  fages  in  every  age  who  have  thought 
like  them.  But  what  occafion  have  we  for  the 
authority  of  others  to  confirm  a  truth  our  own 
eyes  are  daily  witnefies  to  ?  Let  us  look  round  the 
female  world  ;  what  fliall  we  find  but  weaknefs  of 
head,  and  corruption  of  heart,  intolerable  tri¬ 
fling,  or  deftruftive  induftry  ?  A  giddy  tribe  of 
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ufelefs  things,  made  up  of  nolle  and  nonfenfe, 
envy,  malice,  impertinence,  and  fhew  ^  mere 
murderers  of  time,  averfe  to  all  that  is  good,  and 
prone  to  all  that  is  naught ;  proud  only  of  what 
ferves  to  humble  them,  and  never  humble  but 
when  it  is  bafe  to  be  fo  ;  and  but  a  fairer  kind  of 
fiends  difguifed  in  angels  dreffes,  whofe  adions  are 
the  beft  antidote  to  the  poifon  of  their  charms  ? 
Here  their  infatiable  incontinence  renders  their 
beauty  fhocking  •,  there  their  modefty  is  meant  a 
cover  to  their  own  luft,  and  an  incentive  to  yours  ; 
in  one  houfe  you  fee  a  pretty,  foolifh,  lifelefs, 
moving  ftatue  j  in  another,  a  homely,  bookiffi, 
pert,  prating  do&xefs,  a  retailer  of  crifs-crofs 
fentences,  whofe  brain  is  a  mere  lottery-wheel  of 
fenfe  and  nonfenfe,  drawn  alike  by  chance,  five 
jhundred  blanks  to  one  prize,  of  no  worth  when 
examined  j  in  a  third,  you  meet  with  a  houfe- 
wifely  fhrew,  a  fober  flat,  an  ignorant  cypher,  a 
gofiiping  politician,  or  a  learned  flattern  ;  in  a 
fourth,  a  litigious  cheat,  a  virago,  bully,  or  phan¬ 
tom  frighted  at  the  crow  of  a  cock  ;  and  every 
where  you  are  fure  to  find  an  inconfiftent  fet  of 
fickle  creatures,  never  for  a  minute  themfelves, 
but  when  moft  unlike  us,  and  nearefl:  being  unlike 
themfelves,  and  never  Heady  in  any  thing  but  fol¬ 
ly,  vice,  and  ficklenefs. 

How  unlike  are  thefe  pretty  little- more-than- 
nothings  to  that  lordly  creature,  whofe  fuperiority 
of  merit,  as  well  as  power  and  prerogative,  their 
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Impotent  ambition  to  be  like  him  might  alone  fuf- 
fice  to  convince  them  of,  had  they  but  one  degree 
of  underftanding  more  than  they  have  !  Man% 
created  by  God  to  rule  this  vaft  univerfe,  was  by 
his  maker  endowed  with  a  foul  equal  to  the  talk. 
His  body  is  ftrong,  his  mind  vigorous,  and  his 
heart  refolute  •,  his  underftanding  is  fitted  for  the 
moft  fublime  fpeculations,  and  his  perfon  for  the 
moft  hardy  and  important  exercifes.  He  can  dive 
into  the  inmoft  fecrets  of  nature  without  lofing 
himfelf ;  and  has  art  enough  to  copy  her  nobleft 
works,  and  to  improve  the  great  original*  He 
wants  neither  fancy  to  invent,  nor  genius  to  con¬ 
trive.  With  quicknefs  to  apprehend,  and  me¬ 
mory  to  retain,  he  has  judgment  to  difcern  ;  and 
can,  by  diftinguifhing  and  comparing  different 
ideas,  form  the  greateft  defigns.  Happy  in  a  ge¬ 
nius  for  the  moft  glorious  enterprizes,  he  has  both 
courage  and  conduct  fufficient  to  execute  them. 
For  he  is  not  only  qualified  by  his  intellectual  ca¬ 
pacity  to  be  greatly  wife,  but  naturally  prompted 
to  be  truly  good.  In  fhort,  virtue  and  wifdom 
are  the  epitome  of  his  character,  where  Woman  in¬ 
terferes  not  to  corrupt  it.  If  there  are  a  few  de¬ 
generate  creatures,  who  anfwer  not  this  character, 
they  are  fuch  only  as  by  converfing  with  Woman¬ 
kind,  putting  on  their  foibles,  and  affecting  to  be 
like  them,  degrade  themfelves  of  manhood,  com¬ 
mence  intellectual  eunuchs,  and  deferve  no  more 
to  be  reputed  of  the  farpe  fex  with  us*  But  ftill 
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die  bulk  of  men  were  defigncd  by  nature  to  be 
both  greatly  wife  and  eminently  good.  And  there 
are  as  many  inftances  to  prove  thefe  charaderiftics 
in  the  Men,  as  there  are  in  Women  to  prove  their 
wa nt  of  them,  and  natural  incapacity  for  them. 

How  many  Men  might  we  not  point  out,  whom 
but  to  name  would  force  that  daring  fex  to  own 
the  little  claim  they  have  to  equal  merit  with  that 
noble  creature,  though  all  the  female  train  fhould 
club  their  feveral  worths  to  match  it.  To  know 
what  Man  is  capable  of  being,  examine  what  he 
really  is  when  perfed  :  and  to  gain  a  true  idea  of 
$11  Mens  real  merit,  view  any  Man  in  whom  all 
manly  virtues  are  blended. 

Philanthropes  is  fuch ;  admired,  efteemed,  be¬ 
loved  by  all  who  know  him,  and  loving  all  man¬ 
kind.  Majeftic  in  his  perfon,  of  a  lively  under- 
Ifanding,  and  of  manners  gracious,  affable,  and 
fincere,  he  is  ever  cheerful,  never  light ;  ever  pre¬ 
lent  to  his  company,  never  abfent  to  himfelf ;  his 
voice  all  harmony,  his  words  all  fenfe  *,  his  adions 
anfwer  to  his  mien,  and  what  he  looks  he  is  *,  dis¬ 
creetly  daring,  modeft  with  becoming  boldnefs, 
fprightlily  fedate,  ealy  without  levity,  folid  with¬ 
out  lolemnity,  good  by  approved  principle,  and 
wife  by  parts  anticipating  experience  ;  his  virtue 
not  ftiffened  by  aufterity,  nor  his  wifdom  foiled 
by  any  fondnefs  of  fhewing  it ;  never  elated  by 
profperity,  adverfity  cannot  deprefs  him  ;  always 
krene  in  every  viciflitude  of  life,  not  from  infen  - 
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Ability,  but  from  thought,  refolutidn,  and  confci- 
Ous  worth  ;  grateful  to  his  maker,  he  has  nothing 
fo  much  at  heart  as  the  true  interefts  of  religion, 
which  he  is  inceflantly  ftudious  to  cultivate  in  him- 
felf,  and  frequently  happy  enough  to  promote  in 
others.  His  unblemifhed  condud  proves  him  the 
chriftian  he  profefles  to  be  :  in  him,  faith  free 
from  bigotry  and  fuperftitidn,  zeal  according  to 
knowledge,  godlinefs  without  oflentation  or  feve- 
rity,  and  devotion  without  enthufiafm,  give  piety 
fuch  an  amiable  afpe£t,  as  makes  the  pra&ice  of 
it  inviting.  Thus  bleft*  thus  happy,  thus  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  fo,  fo  far  is  he  from  taking  pride  in  any 
advantages  he  pofTeflfes  above  others,  that  he  looks 
on  them  as  the  common  property  of  all.  Nor  is 
he  more  anxious  to  communicate  thofe  advanta¬ 
ges  to  others,  than  fure  to  fhare  in  their  miferies, 
by  a  generous  fellow-feeling  of  their  misfortunes. 
The  widow  has  a  protestor  in  him*  the  orphan 
a  father  ;  the  wretched  find  him  their  relief* 
and  all  who  are  in  diftrefs,  or  under  oppreflion, 
their  advocate,  fupport,  and  defence.  He  never 
thinks  himfelf  fo  rich,  as  when  a  poor  man  fhares 
with  him  his  fortune.  His  endeavours  to  furpafs 
others  in  goodnefs,  never  hinder  him  from  la¬ 
bouring  to  make  them  even  better  than  himfelf  5 
and  he  never  approves  his  own  wifdom,  but  when 
it  helps  him  to  make  others  wife,  or  to  difcover 
fome  excellence  in  them.  The  good  are  ever  fure 
of  his  efteem,  the  fage  of  his  admiration,  and 
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both  of  his  love  and  praife :  for  no  merit  efcapeS 
his  acknowledgment  which  reaches  his  knowledge, 
as  no  demerit  incurs  his  fcorn  or  hatred,  though 
it  cannot  elude  his  penetration.  To  the  gift  of 
knowing  how  to  applaud  the  deferving,  without 
putting  them  out  of  countenance,  he  joins  the  ta¬ 
lent  of  reafo-ning  or  laughing  others  out  of  their 
follies  and  foibles,  without  expofing  or  offending 
them  ;  ever  fure  to  gain  a  friend  by  the  worth  he 
rewards*  never  in  danger  of  making  an  enemy  by 
the  vice  he  difcountenances.  The  foolifh  he  is 
induftrious  to  diredt,  and  is  indefatigable,  as  well 
in  informing  the  ignorant  as  in  reforming  the 
wicked.  Thofe  whom  he  can  better,  he  always 
encourages  *,  and  thofe  whom  he  cannot,  he  pities, 
but  never  condemns  •,  not  more  liberal  of  juft 
commendation,  than  fparing  of  deferved  cenfure, 

• 

He  is  juft  to  the  niceft  point  of  honour,  and  fets 
no  other  bounds  to  benevolence  than  prudence  pre¬ 
fixes.  Glad  of  advice,  he  is  not  forward  to  give 
it*  nor  conceited  enough  to  offer  it  unafked,  but 
where  it  is  a  charity  to  do  fo  :  and  when  he  does 
give  it,  his  counfels  are  honeft,  open,  and  perfua- 
five,  the  torch  of  reafon,  and  the  flame  of  friend- 
fhip  ;  his  encomiums  are  pathetic,  emulative,  and 
inflnuating,  the  fpur  of  virtue,  though  the  curb 
of  pride ;  and  his  reproofs  gentle,  yet  piercing  5 
calm,  but  refolute  *,  ferious,  though  foothing  j 
candid*  and  yet  fo  piquing,  that  every  haughti- 
nefs  muft  ftoop,  and  obftinacy  itfelf  fubmit  to 
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itile.  Skilled  in  every  fcience,  verfed  in  many 
languages,  and  maker  of  every  elegance,  his 
learning  ferves  not  to  make  him  arrogant,  nor  his 
eloquence  to  make  him  talkative.  In  a  word,  fuch 
judgment,  propriety,  energy,  dignity,  and  grace, 
combine  to  dictate  all  he  fays,  and  infpire  all  he 
does,  that  envy  itfelf  confiders  him  as  a  finifhed 
pattern  of  manly  perfection  ;  a  good  chriftian,  a 
complete  gentleman,  a  ufeful  friend,  a  prudent 
parent,  and  indulgent  hufband  •,  good  even  where 
goodnefs  feems  fruitlefs,  and  wife  even  in  a  choice 
where  wifdom  has  but  the  left  hand  of  chance,  the 
election  of  3  wife. 

Angelica ,  the  fair,  the  charming,  lovely  Ange¬ 
lica^  is  the  blelTed  objeCt  of  this  happy  choice.  In 
her  perfon  is  all  beauty,  foftnefs,  eafe,  and  delica¬ 
cy.  Nature,  in  a  Itrife  of  grandeur,  fafhioned 
her  to  fhew  how  far  the  charms  of  ocular  perfec¬ 
tion  could  be  carried.  And  then,  fhe  is  good  be¬ 
yond  what  fancy  can  conceit  of  Woman ,  and  wife 
enough  to  copy  from  her  hufband  fuch  accom- 
plifhments  as  may  be  molded  into  female  virtues  : 
yet  her  virtue  neither  renders  her  formal  nor  cen- 
forious  *,  and  her  fenfe  but  ferves  to  make  her  eafi- 
ly  referved,  and  modeftly  free.  Her  only  pride 
is,  to  enrich  her  mind  with  ltich  ufeful  knowledge 
as  may  complete  her  a  perfeCt  mother,  wife,  and 
friend.  Without  the  ambition  to  appear  learned, 
fhe  has  gained  a  fufficient  tinClure  of  the  fciences, 
to  make  herfelf  an  agreeable  Companion  to  her 
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hufband  and  all  who  converfe  with  her  :  thoiigh^ 
whenever  fhe  treats  of  learning,  it  is  in  a  manner 
which  fhews  rather  a  defire  of  receiving  informa¬ 
tion,  than  a  confcioufnefs  of  being  able  to  afford 
it.  The  books  fhe  reads  are  fuch  only  as  can  affift 
her  judgment,  and  refine  her  morals,  the  choice 
of  which  fhe  ever  depends  upon  her  hufband  for  : 
and  them  fhe  never  fuffers  to  break  in  upon  the 
effential  duties  of  her  ftation ;  for  ftudy  is  only 
the  occupation  of  her  leifure  hours,  not  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  her  life.  Her  chief  care  is,  to  pleafe  and 
be  ufeful  to  her  lord ;  to  nurfe  her  children,  to 
educate  them  in  virtue,  and  to  inftill  into  them, 
by  her  precepts  and  example,  an  early  averfion  to 
vice,  folly,  idlenefs,  and  trifling.  And  the  next 
to  this  is  the  ceconomy  and  government  of  her 
family ;  in  which,  with  fenfible  fubordination  to 
her  hufband,  fhe  is  abfolute  miftrefs  without  be¬ 
ing  imperious,  frugal  without  meannefs,  hofpi- 
table  without  prodigality,  and  neat  without  affec¬ 
tation.  She  can  manage  her  domeftic  affairs  with¬ 
out  negle&ing  the  fervice  of  her  friends.  Ever 
affiduous  to  oblige,  fhe  has  .  the  art  of  doing  it 
without  making  an  obligation  a  burden.  The 
poor,  the  fick,  the  imprifoned,  and  diflreffed,  all 
look  upon  her  as  a  common  mother  j  and  that 
truly  chriftian  piety,  which  gives  life  to  all  fhe 
does  or  thinks,  infpires  her  with  means  to  affifl 
them  all,  which  fhe  does  without  the  leafy  exterior 
oftentation  or  inward  vanity.  Thus  free  from 
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every  vice,  fhe  is  deficient  in  no  one  commendable 
quality  her  fex  can  be  capable  of,  but  that  of  for¬ 
giving  enemies  ;  which  fhe  cannot  pradife,  for 
want  of  foes  to  forgive  :  for,  refpedful  to  thofe 
above  her,  courteous  to  her  equals,  affable  to  her 
dependents,  and  beneficent  to  all,  fhe  reigns  the 
objed  of  juft  admiration,  refped,  and  efteem  in 
every  heart,  and  forces  envy  itfelf  to  wiihfor  her 
friendfhip.  ;  . 

Such  is  Angelica ,  and  fuch  the  height  of  wo- 
manijh  perfedion,  as  near  to  that  of  Man  as  Wo¬ 
mens  lovely  faces  in  a  glafs  appear  to  them.  AIL 
that  is  wanting  is  the  life,  the  truth,  the  reality. 
Still  lifelefs  and  feeble  as  their  merit  is,  compared 
with  manly  worth,  how  happy  might  not  Man 
efteem  himfelf,  if  each  Philanthropies  among  man¬ 
kind  had  an  Angelica  to  match  with  !  But  fuch  a 
one  is  too  delicate  a  work  for  nature  to  produce 
in  every  century :  it  is  like  a  phoenix,  the  pro¬ 
digy  of  an  age  *,  and  fuch  a  miracle  of  complete- 
nefs  but  ferves  to  make  the  reft  of  the  fex  more 
contemptible  by  comparifon  ;  as  Michael ,  painted 
with  the  rebel  angels,  fhews  the  fiends  more 
frightful. 

Let  Women  then  give  up  their  claim  to  an  equa¬ 
lity  with  the  Men^  and  be  content  with  the  humble 
ftation  which  heaven  has  allotted  them.  If  their 
fouls  are  great  enough  to  afpire  to  our  efteem,  let 
them  learn  from  Angelica  to  be  more  deferving, 
and  lefs  affuming.  And  fince  neither  their  capacity 
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of  head,  nor  their  difpofitions  of  heart,  can  lift 
them  to  emulate,  let  them  apply  their  little  talents 
at  leaft  to  imitate  us  *  that,  pleafed  with  the  pretty 
mimics  of  ourfelves,  we  may  venture  to  place  them 
in  our  bofoms,  without  fear  of  cherifhing  a  viper 
there*  Let  them  remember,  that  Man  holds  his 
fuperiority  over  them  by  a  charter  from  nature  in 
his  very  production  ;  a  charter  confirmed  by  hea¬ 
ven  ;  to  annul  which  a  bare  equality  of  perfection 
with  him  would  not-  fuffice,  could  they  prove  it. 
And  nothing  can  juftify  their  calling  that  charter 
in  queflion,  till  they  are  able  to  prove  even  a  fu¬ 
periority  over  him. 
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Beauty’s  Triumph. 


(PART  the  THIRD.) 

Proving  WOMAN  fuperior  in 
Excellence  to  MAN. 


By  SOPHIA . 
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Beauty’s  T  RIUMPH. 


PART  III. 


Proving  WOMAN  fuperior  in 
Excellence  to  MAN. 


&  H  E  N  firft  I  began  to  examine  into 
the  real  talents  of  my  fex  in  gene¬ 
ral,  it  was  purely  from  a  defire  of 
improving  them  in  myfelf,  to  the 
full  extent  of  the  capacity  I  might 
pofiibly  find  myfelf  gifted  with  by  heaven.  And 
though  the  prejudice  I  had  imbibed  from  vulgar 
error  falfely  perfuaded  me,  that  I  fhould  find  the 
fphere  which  fVomen  are  capable  of  a&ing  in  ex¬ 
tremely  narrow  ;  I  thought  it,  neverthelefs,  a  du¬ 
ty  in  us  all  to  make  ourfelves  perfectly  acquainted 
with  all  our  obligations,  by  a  full  difcovery  of 
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the  province  of  our  abilities.  In  reality  I  don’t 
yet  fee  how  any  Woman  (or  Man  either)  can  an- 
fwer  the  end  of  their  creation  in  the  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  all  they  ought  to  do,  without  fird  being 
perfedly  apprifed  of  all  they  can  do.  Upon  thele 
principles  I  began  my  enquiry  •,  and  as  I  can  with  the 
utmod  veracity  aver,  that  I  entered  into  it  with¬ 
out  the  lead  pride,  or  partiality  to  my  own  fex, 
fo  I  can  with  equal  fafety  fay,  that  all  the  preju¬ 
dice  I  fet  out  with  was  in  favour  of  the  Meny 
tho’  the  honedy  of  my  intentions  foon  helped  to 
undeceive  me.  I  was  not  long  in  my  purfuit  be¬ 
fore  I  difcovered  a  much  wider  fairer  field  of 
female  glory  to  expatiate  in  than  I  expeded  ;  and 
upon  the  niced,  mod  unpaflionate  comparifon 
of  my  own  fex  with  the  oppofite,  to  my  great 
adonifhment,  I  found  Woman  by  nature  formed 
no  lefs  capable  of  ail  that  is  good  and  great  than 
Man . 

Once  I  got  the  better  of  prepofTefTion,  I  was 
thoroughly  fenfible  of  the  prodigious  advantage 
which  education  gives  that  arrogant  fex  over  us, 
and  could  not  help  being  provoked  to  fcorn  and 
indignation  at  the  little  mean  artifices  which  mod 
of  them  pradife  to  deprive  us  of  the  fame  benefit : 
But  what  incenfed  me  the  mod  was,  to  confider  the 
immenfe  fund  of  knowledge,  and  ufeful  t  difcove- 
ries,  which  their  groveling  jealoufy  has  by  fuch 
means  robb’d  the  world  of.  If  two  heads  are  bet¬ 
ter  than  one,  two  thoufand  enquirers  mud  in  courle 
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be  better  than  one  thoufand,  and  in  all  probability 
make  at  lead  double  the  difcoveries.  So  that,  if 
it  be  but  allowed  that  the  Women  are  equal  in  num¬ 
ber  to  the  Men,  we  may  very  modeftly  conclude, 
that,  at  the  loweft  computation,  one  half  the  pro¬ 
fitable  knowledge  which  human  fpecies  might  by 
this  time  have  been  pofleffed  of  is  irreparably  loft, 
through  the  indolence  of  fome  Women  in  not  exert¬ 
ing  their  talents,  and  the  mean  tyranny  of  moil 
Men,  in  putting  it  out  of  their  power  to  improve 
thofe  talents. 

The  impofiibility  of  concealing  with  any  ho¬ 
nour  fuch  reflections  as  thefe,  which  fo  nearly 
concern  the  whole  human  fpecies,  and  more  par¬ 
ticularly  my  own  injured  fex,  was  the  grand  mo¬ 
tive  which  fet  me  on  writing  the  little  piece  I  late¬ 
ly  communicated  to  the  public,  under  the  title  of 
Woman  not  inferior  to  Man.  When  I  hadfinifh- 
ed,  examined,  and  meafured  it  by  all  the  rule9 
of  unbiaffed  truth  and  rectified  reafon,  I  refolved 
to  publifh  it  *,  not  from  any  ambition  of  commenc¬ 
ing  an  author,  as  the  writer  of  Man  fuperior  to 
Woman  would  ungeneroufly  infinuate  ;  but  from 
a  difinterefted  defire  of  contributing  to  the  benefit 
of  others,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  was  feeking  in¬ 
formation  myfelf  in  an  affair,  in  which  I  was  not 
vain  enough  to  think  it  impoflible  for  me  to  be 
mistaken.  I  was  not  infenfible  that  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking  muft  meet  with  fome  oppofition  •,  this 
however  I  was  fully  perfuaded  of,  that  whether 
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what  I  advanced  was  right  or  wrong,  I  had  but 
two  forts  of  adverfaries  to  apprehend,  Wife  Men 
and  Fools :  The  approbation  of  the  latter  would  be 
an  infamy  to  pofiefs ;  and  the  former ,  to  ad  like 
fuch,  muft  either  at  leaf:  tacitly  give  me  their  ap¬ 
probation,  or  confute  me  with  fuch  inftrudive  ar¬ 
guments,  as  would  largely  over-balance  to  me  the 

mortification  of  having  expofed  my  own  igno¬ 
rance. 

But  it  feems  I  have  been  grofsly  miftaken,  and 
in  confequence  of  my  miftake  find  myfelf  unawares 
attack’d  from  a  quarter  I  the  lead  expeded  oppo- 
fition  from  :  It  is  one  of  your  amphibuous  things 
between  both  the  above  characters,  which  I  think 
they  call  a  Wit,  Every  one  will  gqefs  from  thefe 
outlines,  that  I  am  fpeaking  of  the  anonymous  au¬ 
thor  of  the  above-mentioned  treatife,  entitled,  Man 
fiiperior  to  Woman,  who  has  taken  abundance  of 
pains  to  give  us  under  his  hand,  that  he  is  none 
of  your  rigid  {ticklers  for  truth  and  fenfe,  called 
Wifemen  ;  and  yet,  to  do  him  all  the  juftice  he  de¬ 
fences,  fufficiently  appears  to  be  no  fool 

It  muft  be  own’d,  indeed,  that  this  gentleman 
would  have  been  a  very  formidable  adverfary,  had 
his  ftrength  been  equal  to  his  courage.  For  my 
own  part,  I  no  fooner  faw  his  firft  folemn  ftrut 
towards  the  lifts,  than  I  dreaded  all  for  myfelf  and 
to,  apprehended  nothing  lefs  than  deftruftion  to 
all  our  pretenfions*  and  was  upon  the  point  of  fur¬ 
rendering 
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rendering  at  difcretion,  with  a  fubmiffive  addrefs5 
As  you  are  big  be  merciful .  But  how  great  was  my 
furprize,  when  I  beheld,  at  his  approach,  the  gi¬ 
ant  dwindle  to  a  dwarf !  the  Achilles  to  a  Heeler  ! 
nay,  the  Hedlor  to  a  ‘Therfites !  He  has  omitted 
nothing  to  fhew  himlelf  a  zealous  champion  of  his 
own  fex,  and  as  implacable  an  adverfary  to  ours  ^ 
but  then  his  attacks  are  as  void  of  generofity,  as 
his  zeal  is  without  knowledge .  What  thanks  his 
good-will  to  ferve  them  may  deferve  from  the 
Men ,  I  fhall  leave  to  them  to  determine  ;  but  1 
am  very  fure  they  owe  him  none  for  the  manner 
of  expr effing  it :  And  for  my  own  fex  I  dare  an- 
fwer,  that,  however  incenfed  thofe  few  may  be 
whom  he  has  painted  in  fo  odious  (and  perhaps 
native)  colours,  much  the  major  part  of  us  muft 
be  indebted  to  him  for  the  eminent  fervice  he  has 
effectually,  though  undeftgnedly,  done  us  in  his 
impotent  endeavours  to  wound  us.  Had  he,  like 
the  reft  of  his  fex,  remained  filent,  all  the  harm 
he  could  have  done  them,  and  all  the  fervice  he 
could  have  rendered  us,  would  have  been  merely 
negative,  and  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  tacit 
confirmation  of  all  I  advanced,  according  to  the 
common  received  notion  that  fdence  is  a  plea  of 
confent  j  and  the  vainer  part  of  the  Men  might 
have  ftill  triumphed  in  the  trivial  bravado,  that 
their  filence  was  the  effedt  of  their  contempt  for 
their  adverfary.  "Whereas  by  attempting  to  fup. 
port  their  pretenfions,  without  proper  materials, 

he 


(  *74  ) 

he  could  not  fail  of  corrobating  ours,  fince  a  weak 
defence  is  ever  the  fureft  way  to  make  a  bad  caufe 
worfe.  How  excefiively  weak  is  the  anfwer  he 
has  endeavoured  to  make  to  my  piece,  I  fhall  find 
no  difficulty  to  make  appear  *,  and  every  one  who 
but  reads  that  anfwer  will  be  able  to  fee,  that  if 
he  has  not  been  able  to  make  a  better,  it  was  not 
for  want  of  inclination  or  genius ;  it  mull  then  be 
for  want  of  materials.  But  where  is  the  honef- 
ty,  or  •generofity,  in  endeavouring  to  crufh  inno¬ 
cence  and  equity,  to  palliate  palpable  fraud  and 
falfhood  ?  As  where  is  the  wit  in  labouring  to 
ftifie  truth  with  fallacious  witticifm,  merely  to 
countenance  bare-faced  oppreffion  and  tyranny  ? 
Does  he  imagine  all  the  Men  to  be  fo  perverfe  as 
not  to  be  reafoned  into  juftice  and  generofity, 
while  they  may  make  ufe  of'the  mean  methods  of 
fallacy  and  evafion  ?  Or  does  he  take  all  the  Wo¬ 
men  for  fuch  eafy  ideots,  that  they  are  to  be  coax’d 
out  of  their  natural  right  by  every  fawning  fy- 
cophant,  fneer’d  out  of  it  by  every  word-retailing 
witling,  or  braved  out  of  it  by  every  wife-beating 
bully  ?  No,  I  hope,  he  is  miftaken  ;  at  lead  I 
would  believe  there  are  fome  among  that  corrupt¬ 
ed  fex  capable  of  foaring  above  prejudice  or  paf- 
fion,  to  difcern  truth  and  honefty  from  fidlion  and 
fraud,  and  to  give  juftice  and  reafon  the  right 
hand  o f  ufurpation  and  fallacy.  And  for  my  own 
part,  I  am  refolved  to  fhew  my  adverfary,  and  all 
his  fex,  that  there  is  at  leaf!:  one  Woman  capable 
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of  preferring  truth  to  flattery,  fenfe  to  found,  and 
who  dares  to  aifert  her  right  in  the  face  of  ufur- 
pation,  though  hardened  by  cuftom  into  tyranny  : 
And  if  one  is  fo,  why  may  not  all,  or  at  leaft  as 
many  of  them  as  of  the  Men,  be  fo  too  ?  They 
have  underftandings  capable  of  proving  that  right 
which  the  generality  of  Men  want  the  heart  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  ;  and  they  have  hearts  capable  of  re- 
folution  enough  to  affert  that  right  again fl  fuch  of 
the  oppofite  fex  as  want  the  fenfe  to  do  them  juf- 
tice. 

But  thefe  are  truths  I  have  already  made  fuffi- 
ciently  appear  in  my  firft  effay  upon  this  fubjeCt ; 
and  experience  has  made  them  fo  trite,  that  I 
jhould  blufh  to  repeat  them,  was  it  not  to  anfwer 
the  much  triter  reflections  on  our  fex,  which  my  ad- 
verfary  blufhes  not  to  make  ufe  of:  Tho’  frequent 
repetition  has  made  thofe  reflections  fo  rank,  and 
reafon  has  rendered  them  fo  oblblete,  that  the  little 
modefty  which  kill  fubfifts  among  the  more  fenfi- 

ble  part  of  his  fex  has  fhamed  them  out  of  fuch 
ftale  meannefles. 

However,  the  gentleman  I  have  to  oppofe,  is 
not  fo  eafily  put  out  of  countenance,  I  find';  re- 
folved  to  omit  nothing  which  could  poflibly  an¬ 
fwer  his  purpofe  of  decrying  the  Women,  he  has 
ranfack’d  all  the  rubbiih  of  antiquity,  and  plun¬ 
dered  all  the  Men  of  note,  who  have  in  any  ages 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  mannifh  fpleen 
againft  us,  of  all  the  ribaldry  they  have  fo  liberal¬ 
ly 
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fy  beftowed  upon  us.  But  of  what  ufe  can  all 
this  be  to  raife  the  merit  of  his  fex,  ©r  deprefs  that 
of  ours,  unlefs  he  can  produce  better  reafons  to 
juftify  the  repetition  of  their  fcurrilities  than  they 
could  bring  to  vindicate  their  advancing  them  ? 
To  make  them  of  any  weight,  he  fhould  have 
fhewn  the  reafonablenefs  of  them  j  for,  till  he  does, 
they  can  have  no  other  weight  than  that  of  vo¬ 
luntary  aftfertions.  And  with  me,  nay  with  every 
one  who  will  be  at  the  pains  of  thinking  juftly, 
every  man,  whether  ancient  or  modern,  is  a  Cato> 
and  every  Cato  a  fool,  as  often  as  he  advances 
more  than  he  can  prove,  or  believes  more  than  he 
lias  fufficient  grounds  for  believing.  And  no  af- 
fertions  unback’d  with  reafon  can  be  fufficient  mo¬ 
tives  of  credibility  to  any  one  in  poffieffion  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe.  Now  I  would  fain  afk  any  one  of  my 
impartial  readers,  who  has  perufed  the  anfwer  of 
my  antagonifl*,  what  one  folid  reafon,  which  can 
juftify  belief,  has  he  given  throughout  that  piece, 
for  all  the  voluntary  affertions  of  his  own,  or  any 
of  the  authors  he  has  quoted  ?  And  left  I  fhould 
feem  upon  the  catch,  I  will  even  entreat  them  to 
perufe  it  a  fecond  time ;  and  till  they  can  fatisfy 
me,  all  I  defire  is,  that  they  fufpend  their  belief 
of  any  thing  they  find  there  merely  after  ted. 

However,  the  better  to  guard  the  candid  part 
of  my  judges  from  every  furprize  of  fallacy,  let 
me  beg  leave  to  attend  them  in  the  perufal  of  that 
extravagant  piece,  a  favour  which  no  polite  man 

can. 
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can  with  any  decency  refufe  a  young  lady  when 
afk’d. 

The  fir  ft  method  then  which  our  author  makes 
life  of  to  prove  the  fuperiority  of  his  fex  over 
ours,  is  to  overthrow  what  I  have  fo  fully  proved 
in  the  introduction  to  my  former  treatife,  that  all 
their  pretended  fuperiority  is  only  the  blind  effell  of  pre¬ 
judice  built  on  inconfiderate  cuftom .  And  how  does 
he  go  about  this  ?  Why  truly,  to  prove  that  cui- 
tom  not  to  be  groundlefs,  he  is  reduced  to  the 
humble  fliift  of  pleading  its  antiquity  ♦,  as  if  any 
thing  was  more  antient  than  prejudice  and  error. 
But  it  feems  that  prejudice  can  have  no  fiiare  in 
this  cuftom,  according  to  my  adverfary,  becaufe, 
forfooth,  it  is  univerfal,  and  I  am  challenged  to 
name  any  one  cuftom  as  univerfal,  as  to  place  and 
time,  in  which  mankind  have  confeffediy  found 
themfelves  in  an  error  :  As  if  too,  Man  muft  needs 
be  fo  befotted  an  animal,  that  he  cannot  be  grofsly 
miftaken  in  one  confiderable  point  without  being 
fo  in  ail  others.  And  yet,  upon  feconcl  thoughts,  we 
fnall  find  him  but  too  much  fo  ,  and,  without  at¬ 
tempting  impoftibilities,  may  oblige  our  adverfary 
with  many  inftances  in  which  mankind  have  been 
univerfally  in  the  wrong.  If  we  except  Noah  and 
his  family,  not  one  of  all  mankind  could  be 
brought  to  believe  the  pofiibility,  much  iefs  tlte 
future  adt  of  an  univerfal  deluge,  till  they  felt  the 
fatal  effedts  of  their  univerfal  error  :  which:  er¬ 
ror,  if  it  was  not  as  univerfal  in  point  of  /time  as 
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that  of  Man1 s  tyranny  over  Woman ,  it  was  owing 
to  the  early  extirpation  of  the  whole  race  of  Men 
who  were  infe&ed  by  it.  For  had  the  divine  pro¬ 
vidence  been  pleafed  to  fufpend  the  threatened  de¬ 
luge  till  this  age,  or  the  next,  it  is  more  than 
probable,  that  mankind  would  have  continued  in 
their  prejudices  till  this  very  time,  and  would  now 
have  been  as  little  difpofed  to  give  into  the  belief 
of  it,  as  the  Antediluvians  were,  who  were  confef- 
fedly  in  the  wrong.  Tho’  this  miilake  then  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  removed  by  the  deftru&ion  of  all  who 
gave  into  it,  it  was  equally  univerfal  while  it  lafted 
with  that  by  which  the  Women  are  robb’d  of  their 
natural  right ;  and  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  full  as  univerfal  in  point  of  time,  had  the  de¬ 
luge  been  placed  as  far  forward  as  the  general  con¬ 
flagration  is. 

With  regard  to  this  laft  event,  the  errors  and 
prejudices  of  mankind  are  full  as  univerfal,  as  to 
place  and  time,  as  that  of  the  deluge  had  been  if 
put  off  to  the  like  period  *,  or  as  the  pretended  fu- 
periority  of  the  Men  over  us.  From  the  beginning 
of  the  world  mankind  have  placed  the  confumma- 
tion  of  things  at  a  prodigious  diftance,  even  at  this 
time  it  is  eyed  from  very  far  ;  and  the  very  day 
before  it  will  happen,  the  furviving  part  ol  the  hu¬ 
man  fpecies  will  continue  in  the  fame  error  we  are 

'  A 

in.  Indeed,  if  we  confider  only  the  real  duration 
of  things  hitherto,  we  cannot  fay  that,  as 'matters 
have  happened,  the  antients  err’d  in  thinking  the 
:  end 


(  1-79  ) 

end  of  the  world  to  be  far  off.  But.  if  we  refie6f 
that  they  had  no  more  foundation  ui  leafon  tor 
their  opinion  than  we  have  lor  ouis,  vve  fhali  be 
forced  to  own,  that  the  principles  they  reaioned 
upon  were  as  much  the  effects  of  vulgar  erroi , 
and  univerfal  prejudice,  as  ours  are,  or  as  theirs 
will  be  who  ffiall  be  living  at  the  time  when  the 
conflagration  lhall  take  place.  And  if  there  have 
been  a  few  infpired  perfons  free  from  this  univer¬ 
sal  error,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  upon  afair.ave- 
rage,  the  exceptions  are  not  more  numerous,  pro* 
portionally,  in  this,  than  in  the  cale  of  the  Antedi¬ 
luvians  ,  or  of  the  tyrants  who  plead  univerfal  pre- 
fcription  to  fubjedt  us.  Neverthelefs,  it  will  be, 
I  prefume,  but  a  very  barren  comfort  for  thofe  un¬ 
happy  mortals  who  ffiall  live  to  fee  themfelves  as 
grofsly  in  an  error  as  we  perhaps  may  be  in  the 
very  fame  particular  :  It  will  be,  I  fay,  but  a  lo- 
litary  confolation  to  think  on  the  univerfal  preva¬ 
lence  which  this  prejudice  has  had  over  the  minds 
of  al-moft  all  mankind,  and  in  every  age.  When 
they  fee  themfelves  confeffedly  in  the  wrong,  and 
upon  the  point  of  being  abforb’d  in  the  deftrudtion 
they  were  inconfiderately  accufforned  to  conffder 
as  fomething  at  a  great  diftance  off  •,  the  antiquity 
of  their  error  will  appear  to  them  a  very  lorry  ex  - 
cufe  for  not  having  lived  in  perpetual  preparation 
for  its  approach,  as  they,  as  we,  and  as  all  man¬ 
kind  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation  ought 
to  have  done:  Con fl dering  that  none  knew  the 
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day  ox  lour,  much  lefs  the  age;  which  the  eternal 
father  has  kept  in  his  own  power.  And  is  it  not  as 
fony  an  excufe  which  my  adverfary  brings  for  the 
injuftice  of  his  fex,  in  umrpmg  an  authority  over 
Women ,  which  they  can  affign  no  reafon  for,  to  fay, 
that  it  is  venerable  from  the  Jingle,  confi deration  op  its 
antiquity?-  ~  -  < 

Indeed,  for  want  of  more  lubftantial  arguments 
to  render  the  antiquity  of  this  unjuft  practice 
venerable,  we  are  told,  that  it  has  been  follow’d 
by  the  wifeft  Lawgivers ,  and  approved  of  by 
the  wife  men  of  all  ages.  But  what  is  this  to 
the  purpofe  ?  Where  is,  or  was  the  Man ,  or 
body  of  Men  aduated  by  mere  human  wifdom, 
who  could  fhew  fuch  a  uniformity  of  conduct  as 
not  to  have  parted  from  it  in  many  confiderable 
matters  ?  And  to  prove  that  all  the  pretended 
wife  men  and  lawgivers  whom  this  gentleman  lays 
fuch  a  mighty  ftrefs  upon,  aded  like  wife  ?nen  in 
their  concurring  to  keep  womankind  fubjed,  it  will 
not  fuffice  to  fay  that  they  enter’d  into  no  delibe¬ 
rate  confederacy.  For,  in  the  firft  place,  if  they 
did  not  confult  each  other,  then  it  is  ftrongly  to  be 
preiumed  that  all  their  fteps  to  that  end  were  taken 
without  fufficiently  debating  upon  or  weighing  the 
juftice  and  prudence  of  Inch  a  procedure.  And 
next,  if  they  did  not  in  perfon  combine  with  one 
another,  they  may  truly  be  laid  by  their  example 
and  books  to  have  combined  with  one  another  in 
that  uluipation  which  their  concurring  pailions 
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agreed  to  promote  at  all  times,  and  in  all  places. 
Befides  let  it  be  remember’d  that  their  lawgivers 
and  wife  men ,  fo  un wifely  introduced  to  fupport  a 
bad  caufe,  were  themfelves  Men,  and  confequently. 
interefted  in  the  ufurpation  they  are  quoted  to  as¬ 
certain.  What  weight  then  can  their  evidence 
have  againfl  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Women , 
which  they  had  a  prior  interefi:  in  violating  ?  Should 
a  receiver  of  llolen  goods  bring  the  evidence  of 
the  felons  he  had  them  from,  to  prove  them  his 

property  ;  would  we  have  reafon  to  admit  of  his 
claim  ? 

The  cafe  is  clear,  and  therefore  needs  nothin^ 
more  to  illuftrate  it  :  however,  for  the  fake  of 
fuch  as  are  apt  to  be  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the 
antients,  I  fhall  hereafter  more  fully  examine  what 
weight  their  authority  can  have  in  the  prefent  fub- 
jebt,  tocounterpoife  the  reafons  which  juftice,  truth, 
and  eommon-fenfe  eftablifh  to  the  contrary,  by 
confidering  in  what  light  their  writings  againil  ns 

ought  to  be  taken.  At  prefent  let  us  follow  my 
adverfary. 

The  pacific  difpofition  of  Womankind ,  and  the 
univerfal  eafe  with  which  they  fupport  their  fub- 
jed  condition,  he  brings  as  a  plea  to  authorize 
the  Men's  unjufr  ufurpation  of  fuperiority  over 
them,  and  to  prove  that  fuperiority  to  be  the  dic¬ 
tate  of  nature  and  reafon.  So  ungenerous  is  that 
affuming  fex !  And  fo  dangerous  is  it  for  115  to 
ftoop  to  their  weaknefs  in  any  thing !  Our  com- 
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pia-ifance  but  ferves  to  make  them  more  arrogant 
our  tendernefs  more  favage  *,  and  every  lavour 
we  beftow  upon  them  adds  frefti  fuel  to  their  in¬ 
gratitude. 

To  vindicate  their  engrailing  the  advantages  of 
education  and  learning  to  themfelves,  they  mu  ft 
be  able  to  prove  that  monopoly  grounded  on  rea- 
fon  and  to  warrant  them  to  lay  it  is  fo,  they  muft 
be  in  a  condition  to  prove  that  they  have  never 
communicated  among  themfelves  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  but  to  fuch  as  were  fufceptible  of  them  ; 
never  admitted  any  to  ftudy  but  fuch  as  had  ta¬ 
lents  for  them  *,  and  never  raifed  to  a  public!:, 
charge  but  fuch  as  had  a  capacity  tor  it.  In  a 
word,  they  muft  never  have  let  any  one  upon  any 
thing  to  which  his  genius,  as  well  as  inclination, 
did  not  render  him  equal :  whereas  we  lee  nothing 
more  common  than  the  contrary  praftice  ^  chance, 
neceffity,  or  avarice,  engaging  the  major  part  of 
the  Men  in  the  different  ftates  of  civil  fociety. 
Children  are  put  to  the  trades  which  pleafe  their 
friends  the  mo  ft,  tho’  they  fuit  themfelves  leaft  ; 
one  is  hurried  into  the  gown,  and  his  merit  ftran- 
gled  with  a  icarf,  who  would  have  mads  an  in¬ 
comparable  beer-eater ,  another  is  dubb’d  a  phyfi- 
cian,  who  might  have  excelPd  in  a  Clare-market 
fiaughter-houfe  or  oratory  •,  a  third  is  buried  in 
contempt  beneath  the  character  of  a  ftatefman, 
whofe  native  genius  for  making  breeches  for  the 
public  fufficiently  appears  from  Ins  unwearied  af- 
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fiduity  la  pulling  up  his  own  and  had  not  a  fourth  , 
been  made  a  politician,  what  credit  might  he  have 
acquired  in  making  ragouts,  who  has  but  a  forty 
hand  at  cooking  Conventions  ? 

Wherefore  do  the  Men  fancy  that  we  Women 
are  lei’s  fit  for  fuch  employs  than  they  themfelves 

are  ?  Surely  it  is  not  nature,  but  mannijh  in] ufti.ee* 
which  debars  us  from  playing  our  parts.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  fay  that  all  Women  are  capable  of  ail  em¬ 
ployments  ;  neither  can  the  Men*  forward  as  they 
are,  have  the  confidence  to  make  any  fuch  preten- 
fion.  No,  all  I  intended  in  my  firft  EfTay  was  to 
fhew,  that,  confidering  both  fexes  in  a  fair  light,  it 
muft  be  own’d  that  we  have  an  equal  aptitude  to 
fenfe  and  virtue  with  the  Men,  and  confequendy 
an  equal  right  to  dignity,  power,  and  eftecm  with 
any  of  them.  But  fince  the  Men  are  fo  ungene¬ 
rous  as  to  difallow  us  this  modeft  pretenfion,  and 
the  gentleman,  my  antagonifl,  is  fo  weak  as  to 

difpute  our  equality  with  the  Men>  till  we  can  ihew 

* 

a  fuperiority  over  them ,  I  think  it  but  a  juftice 
due  to  my  injured  fex  to  accept  of  his  challenge, 
and  to  prove,  what  is  matter  of  fad:,  that  Woman¬ 
kind  are  not  only  by  nature  equal,  but  far  fuperior 
to  the  Men ;  which  I  fhall  not  only  make  appear 
from  rational  theory,  but  even,  to  fcoop  to  my 
adverfary’s  method  of  arguing,  confider  in  a  prac¬ 
tical  light. 

Our  adverfary  feems  to  triumph  mightily  in  the 
fcriptural  texts  he  has  produced  to  authorize  his 
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tyrannic  ufurpation  of  authority  over  us.  But 
furely  he  did  not  fufficiently  weigh  them,  or  he 
would  have  found  how  little  they  are  to  his  pur- 
pofe.  Unable  to  juftify  their  fubjebting  us  from 
any  l&ws  of  nature*  he  has  recourfe  to  divine  laws  ; 
but  happily  for  us,  thefe  are  as  little  favourable  to 
his  purpofe  as  the  others,  which  we  fhall  fee  upon 
a  fair  examination.  The  firft  law  he  pretends  to 
quote  againft  us  is  from  the  words  which  GOD 
ipoke  to  Eve>  in  Gen.  iii.  Thy  defire  Jhall  be  to  thy 
bujband ,  and  he  Jhall  rule  over  thee ,  as  our  Englijh 
tranflators  have  render’d  this  pafiage  ;  tho’  I  think 
the  Latin  is,  Et  ipfe  dominabitur  tui ,  which  may  be 
equally  tranflated,  and  he  Jhall  domineer  over  thee . 
But, let  the  text  be  tranflated  which  way  bell  pleales 
my  antagonift.  Who  does  not  fee  plainly  from 
the  whole  chapter,  that  thefe  words  were  not  ut¬ 
ter’d  by  God  in  form  of  precept,  any  more  than 
thofe  to  Adam ,  In  the  fweat  of  thy  face  Jhall  thou  eat 
bread  till  thou  return  to  the  ground.  And  if  this 
had  been  a  precept,  it  mufl  bind  all  Men  to  eat 
bread  at  the  fweat  of  their  brow s?  whether  rich  or 
poor,  noble  or  ignoble.  All  then  thefe  paffages 
can  import  is  the  curfe  which  the  Almighty  de¬ 
clared  our  firft  parents  to  have  entail’d  cn  them- 
felves  and  their  pofterity,  in  confequence  of  their 
joint  difobedience  :  which  curfe  to  the  Men  was 
perpetual  drudgery,  and  to  us  Women  that  we 
ihould  (loop  our  eafy  tempers  to  the  lavages  our 
hufbands,  till  we  taught  thofe  ungenerous  crea¬ 
tures 
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tu  res  to  take  advantage  from  our  meeknefs  to  en* 
flave,  domineer,  and  play  the  hedors  over  us. 

Our  adverfary  feems  eonfcious  himfelf  how  lit¬ 
tle  this  text  is  likely  to  anfwer  his  purpofe,  and 
therefore  endeavours  to  fupport  it  with  another 
from  St  Paul  to  the  Ephefians ,  chap.  v.  where  he 
fays.  Wives  fubmit  yourfelves  unto  your  hujbands ,  as 
to  our  Lord :  for  the  hujband  is  the  head  of  the 
wife .  But  the  gentleman  took  care  not  to  quote 
the  preceding  verfe,  wherein  the  fame  St  Paid  di- 
reds  both  Man  and  Woman  to  fubmit  to  each  o- 
ther  reciprocally,  fubmitting  yourfelves  one  to  another 
in  the  fear  of  God.  Whence  his  meaning  plainly 
appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  that  the  Woman 
is  bound  to  obey  the  Man^  whenever  his  requefts 
are  the  didates  of  reafon ,  or  the  fear  of  God : 
which,  who  can  be  impious  enough  to  queftion  ? 
As  who  can  doubt  but  the  Man  is  equally  bound 
to  comply  with  thofe  of  his  wife,  when  flowing 
from  the  fame  facred  fources  ?  But  what  fuperiori- 
ty  is  given  here  to  the  Men  over  the  Women ,  which 
the  latter  have  not  an  equal  right  to  over  the 
Men  ?  If  St  Paul  tells  us  in  this  Epiftle  that  the 
Man  is  the  head  of  the  wife  •,  he  tells  us  in  I  Co - 
rinthians ,  chap.  xi.  that  Ihe  is  his  glory ,  and  there* 
fore  ought  the  Woman  to  have  power  upon  her 
Head.  Neither  can  what  this  Apoftle  fays,  that 
the  Man  is  not  of  the  Woman,  but  the  Woman 
of  the  Man,  without  wretched  trifling,  be  wrefted 
to  prove  any  authority  in  the  Men  over  usy  more 
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than  we  have  over  them.  For  in  the  very  fame 
chapter  whence  thefe  words  are  quoted  he  adds, 
neither  the  Man  without  the  Woman,  nor  the  Wo¬ 
man  without  the  Man,  in  our  Lord ,  fw  the 
Woman  is  of  the  Man,  fo  alfo  the  Man  by  the 
Woman  ;  but  all  things  in  God.  So  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  divine  writer,  all  the  dependance  which 
is  in  the  one  and  the  other  fex  is  mutual  on  both 
Tides,  as  both  are  equally  fubjedt  to  God.  And 
yet  what  I  have  here  faid  to  overthrow  the  preten¬ 
ded  fuperiority  of  Man  and  Woman ,  will  by  no 
means  difprove  the  fuperiority  which  we  have  a 
right  to  claim  over  them.  For  though  we  neither 
have  nor  pretend  to  have  any  fandlion  from  the 
laws  of  God,  or  nature,  to  found  that  fuperiority 
upon,  yet  as  no  laws  of  either  can  be  produced 
which  difqualify  us  for  any  fuperiority  our  perfo- 
nal  merit  can  raife  us  to  ;  and  as  experience  has 
demonftrated,  that  whenever  we  are  poffefl  of  the 
advantages  we  have  an  equal  right  to  with  them, 
we  generally  make  a  much  better  ufe  of  them  than 
they  do  ;  it  cannot  be  denied  that  our  perfonai 
difpofitions  to  what  is  good  and  great  are  much 
fuperior  to  any  they  make  appear,  and  confequent- 
ly  ought  to  entitle  us  to  a  much  fuperor  degree  of 
dignity,  power,  and  efteem,  than  they  have  any 
right  to. 

The  pretty  whimfical  flight  of  imagination  with 
which  our  adverfary  diverts  himfelf,  concerning 
the  creation  of  both  fexes,  may  for  ought  I  know 
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fupply  the  place  of  demonftration  with  the  wit¬ 
lings  of  his  own  fex,  who  feldom  think  any  thing 
fo  convincing  an  argument  as  prophanity.  If  I 
had  lefs  compaffion  than  I  have  for  the  gentle¬ 
man’s  weaknefs  ;  I  cou’d  laugh  along  with  him  : 
Or  if  I  could  think  it  lawful  to  be  merry  with 
feripture  lubjeCts  ^  I  wou’d  make  bold  to  retort 
his  joke  upon  himfelf.  I  cou’d  eafily  Ihew  him 
how  very  forced  is  the  jeft  he  labours  to  divert  us 
with,  and  how  much  more  natural  it  is  to  con¬ 
jecture  that  Man  being  form’d  a  mere  "rough 
draught  of  that  finilh’d  creature  Woman ,  God 
fnatch’d  from  the  lumpifh  thing  the  few  graces  and 
perfections  he  found  in  it,  to  add  them  to  the 
many  he  defign’d  to  enrich  her  with.  And  if  he 
did  entail  upon  her  a  rib  of  that  ftupified  mortal, 
it  was  out  of  pure  pity  to  him,  that  Woman  bias’d 
by  the  fympathetic  tye  might  with  lefs  repugnance 
(loop  her  exalted  Soul  to  fome  regard  for  him.  I 
will  not,  however,  carry  the  jeft  fo  far  as  my  adver- 
fary  thinks  proper  to  do.  I  am  not  fo  weak  to  think 
the  Creator,  in  order  to  make  Woman  the  com- 
pleat  being  fhe  is,  had  any  need  to  produce  that 
rude  fketch  of  her,  Man:  Neither  do  I  trouble 
my  head  whether  the  production  of  him  can  be 
juftly  deem’d  a  compleat  creation  in  the  ftriCt  fenfe 
of  the  word  or  not.  This  I  know,  there  need 
but  live  fenfes  to  compare  them  together,  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  Man  among  the  works  of  nature  is  as 
much  beneath  the  perfection  of  Wotrian  as  thcfe 
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rude  half-lhapen  blocks,  which  the  firft  Egyptians 
ere&ed  into  deities,  were  Ihort  of  the  beauties  of 
thofe  m after-pieces  of  art  which  the  ableft  ftatu- 
aries  have  iince  produced.  And  why  heaven  has 
been  pleafed  to  place  fo  wide  a  difference  between 
creatures  of  the  fame  fpecies,  I  can  beft  anfwer  by 
retorting  the  text  quoted  by  this  gentleman,  and 
recurring  to  that  unfearchable  wifdom  of  him  who 
had  it  in  his  power  of  the  fame  lump  to  make  one 
veffel  to  honour ,  and  the  other  to  difloonour . 

It  is  a  very  poor  fhift  then  our  adverfary  is  re* 
duced  to,  to  overthrow  the  proof  taken  from  her 
after-produ&ion,  of  Man’j  being  rather  created  for 
Woman’s  ufe,  than  fhe  for  his.  What  though 
St  Paul  feems  to  fay  the  direct  oppofite ;  yet  it  is 
plain  from  his  o wn  words  a  very  little  lower,  that 
he  was  too  divinely  infpired  to  think,  Man  as  he 
was  himfelf,  that  Woman  was  in  any  other  fenfe 
made  for  Man  than  to  be  his  glory,  if  he  copied 
after  her,  as  fhe  is  his  fhame  while  he  does  not 
It  is  ftill  true,  then,  that  the  only  argument  Man 
has  for  his  being  created  fuperior  to  the  reft  of  his 
brother  brutes,  and  their  being  created  for  his  ufe, 
is  that  of  his  not  being  created  till  they  were  all 
in  readinefs  for  him  :  and  it  is  as  true  what  I  ob- 
ferved  in  my  former  EfTay,  that  if  this  argument 
has  any  weight,  it  muft  equally  prove  that  the  Man 
was  made  for  the  Woman's  ufe,  and  not  foe  for  his. 
This  appears  fufficiently  from  the  miferable  come- 
off  which  that  gentleman  is  reduced  to  of  denying 
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the  Women  to  be  created  ^  tho’  without  being  able 
to  give  any  better  proof  than  that  of  horfe-jeft  ; 
an  argument  which,  did  I  not  fcorn  to  retort  it, 
might  fufficiently  ftiew  what  wretched  poor  crea¬ 
tures  they  mull  be,  who  are  glad  to  lay  hold  on 
any  evafion  capable  of  fcreening  them  from  the 
truths  their  injuftice  dare  not  face. 

Our  adverfary,  however,  is  honeft  enough  to 
own,  44  that  the  Women  deferve  fome  regards  from 
the  public,  in  confideration  of  the  part  they 
have  in  the  propagation  of  human  nature.55  But 
then,  left  thofe  very  generous  creatures  the  Men 
ihould  exceed  m  tneir  regards  for  us,  he  adds 
44  that  there  is  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  be  con¬ 
quer  d  on  a  level  with  thole  of  his  own  lex 
44  whom  we  bring  forth.53  Nay,  we  are  all  to  be 
vilified,  and  ill-treated,  becaufo  fome  few  among 
us  are  fo  little  like  IV men  as  to  forfeit  their  native 
modefty  and  continence.  But  if  I  may  aik  a  fair 
queftion  ;  upon  a  juft  and  unbiased  computation* 
whicn  of  the  two  fexes  is  the  moft  notorious  for 
lewdnefs  and  libertinage  ?  If  there  are  among 
our  fex,  as  it  cannot  be  denied  but  there  are,  fome 
few  wretches  (tho  too  many  by  all)  who  are  as 
infamous  as  this  gentleman  paints  them  ;  are  they 
not  more  the  abomination  of  the  generality  of  us, 
than  they  are  of  the  Men  ?  Are  not  we  ourfelves 
the  firft  to  condemn  and  give  them  up  ?  On  the 
contraiy,  how  few  among  the  Men  prefcribe  any 
bounds  to  their  luft  and  brutality  r1  Do  they  not: 
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openly  glory  in  their  iniquity  ?  Where  is  there  one 
among  them  who,  if  he  is  not  himfelf  a  profligate 
letcher,  fcruples  to  keep  company  with  another 
Man  who  is  fo  ?  Nay,  fo  little  are  they  alhamed 
of  the  vice  they  fo  unjuftly  and  bafely  afcribed  to 
us,  that  the  wretch  who  either  wants  fpirit,  money, 
or  parts  to  gratify  his  libidinous  appetites  to  their 
utmoft  extent,  is  forced  to  add  to  his  real  vicious 
practices  the  borrow’d  guilt  of  feign’d  adventures, 
merely  to  recommend  himfelf  to  the  reft  of  his 
fex  as  a  polite  Man.  Whereas  the  moft  notorious 
rakes  are  fo  convinced  of  the  natural  love  which 
our  fex  in  general  have  to  modefty  and  continence, 
that,  fpite  of  all  the  vehemence  of  their  corrupt 
inclinations,  they  are  forced  to  put  on  the  reierve 
of  decency,  to  recommend  themfelves  to  our 
efteem,  and  to  fave  themfelves  from  being  fhame- 
fully  banilh’d  from  our  prefence.  What  horror 
foulnefs,  and  confufion,  muft  not  the  world  be 
over-run  with,  were  not  Women  in  general  infi¬ 
nitely  more  chafte  than  the  Men  are  ! 

Obferve  but  Fiddius ,  the  noble,  the  exalted  Fid- 
dins!  What  a  rampant  wretch  he  is!  What  has 
his  youth  been  waited  in  but  an  uninterrupted  fe- 
ries  of  fliame-daring  purfuits  ?  As  if  born  to  peo¬ 
ple  a  new  world  with  vice,  and  ftrip  the  old  one 
of  all  the  virtue  remaining  in  it,  he  has  let  no 
modeft  Woman  he  could  come  at  efcape  with  her 
chaftity  untried  *,  and  has  fu fibred  no  proftitute  to 
repent  whom  he  could  make  an  accomplice  in 
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kwdnefs.  His  own  fex  have  no  other  way  to  be 
admitted  into  his  graces,  than  that  of  becoming 
panciers  to  him  :  and  no  one  of  ours  can  hope 
for  juftice  oi  charity  from  him,  without  purcha- 
fing  it  at  the  enormous  price  of  her  honour.  A- 
bove  the  fear  of  human  laws,  he  has  often  trampled 
under  foot  the  divine  :  and,  fpite  of  all  the  drub¬ 
bings  he  has  been  forced  to  fubmit  to,  fo  little  is  he 
tamed,  that  his  fafeinating  looks  dart  a  rape  on 
every  innocent  virgin  he  fees ;  no  young  widow 
can  pafs  him  unviolated,  by  his  wifhes  ;  and  no 
wife,  who  has  a  tooth  in  her  head,  can  be  fecure 
from  his  adulterous  attempts.  In  a  word,  all  the 
merit  of  this  pretty  creature  is  fumm’d  up  in  the 
rapes,  fornications,  and  adulteries  he  has  com¬ 
mitted,  which  if  they  are  not  in  reality  infinite, 
are  as  much  fo  in  his  wifhes  as  his  puny  foul  can 
make  them.  And  yet  fo  little  are  the  molt  pro- 
ftitute  of  harlots  obliged  to  his  luflful  inclinations, 
that  it  is  neither  their  perfons  nor  qualities,  but 
their  caps  and  their  aprons,  which  provoke  his  bru¬ 
tal  appetite  ;  and  would  have  the  fame  effect  if 
tied  upon  a  baboon  or  a  monkey.  Nor  is  his  luft 
more  univerfal  than  his  induftry  in  it. '  That  he 
may  lofe  no  time  or  opportunity  which  can  fe~ 
cond  his  flagitious  inclinations,  like  the  unclean 
daemon  who  a  (dilates  him,  he  has  a  band  of  under- 
fiends  ever  out  upon  the  fcout,  and  prying  about 
in  fearch  of  innocent  viftims  for  him  to  devour. 
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Captain  Bluff  is  at  the  head  of  this  virtue-hunt¬ 
ing  tribe  }  and  none  more  lit  for  fuch  an  office 
than  fuch  a  wretch,  whole  very  features  look  the 
foul  of  fin  ;  whofe  pamper’d  carcafe,  fatted  with 
mangled  innocence,  riots  in  foul  obfcenity,  and 
breathes  deftrudion  to  the  friends  of  modefly. 
Virgins  in  cradles  fhrink  at  his  approach,  the  bale¬ 
ful  founds  of  his  uncleanly  tongue  make  infants 
tremble  for  their  fafety,  and  one  lewd  glance  of 
his  can  flare  the  chaflity  of  fucking  babes  into 
convulfions.  No  place  fo  facred  but  he  dares  pro- 
phane  with  bafe  attempts  againfl  unguarded  pu¬ 
rity  ;  no  flew  fo  common  which  he  has  not  ran- 
fack’d  to  fate  the  luflful  cormorant  he  ferves  ;  and 
no  vile  method  has  he  left  unpradifed  to  gratify 
his  beaflly  paffions,  which  villainy  could  didate, 
or  impudence  fucceed  in.  Such  are  the  wretches 
Fiddius  loads  with  favours,  fuch  the  objeds  of  his 
inglorious  profufenefs  ;  while  thofe  unhappy  vic¬ 
tims  his  lewdnefs  has  devoted  to  ruin,  are  left  by 
him  a  prey  to  want  and  infamy  :  witnefs  the  hap- 
lefs,  flill  pitied  Gloriana ,  who,  too  unpradifed  in 
the  bafenefs  of  his  fex,  facrificed  her  perfon,  peace, 
and  honour  to  his  unwearied  artifice.  And  what 
was  her  fate  at  lad  ?  Why,  if  for  a  while  he  load¬ 
ed  her  with  all  her  vanity  could  wiffi,  or  his  fan- 
tadic  prodigality  could  purchafe,  how  dearly  did 
he  make  her  pay  for  it  in  the  end  !  After  her  pro¬ 
viding  him  with  feveral  lovely  children,  after  her 
having  fixed  her  adedions  and  happinefs  wholly 
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In  him,  after  her  having  given  up  the  juft  pre^ 
tenfions  of  her  high  extradtion  for  his  fake,  did  he 
not,  when  fated  with  her,  abandon  her  helplefs 
and  friendlefs  to  ftiame  and  penury  ;  and  by  a  neg™ 
left,  fo  much  more  keen  as  his  extravagance  of 
pretended  paffion  had  made  her  lefs  expedt  it,  hur« 
ry  her  defpairing  foul  to  feek  by  hafty  fteps,  an 
azylum  from  prefent  mifery,  in  death  ? 

What  horror  then,  I  fay,  what  foulnefs  and 
confufion,  muft  not  the  world  be  over-run  with  §  * 
were  there  many  Women  vicious  enough  to  match 
this  illuftrious  letcher  and  his  pander ! 

I  do  not  pretend  to  palliate  or  protedt  the  vi« 
cioufnefs  of  thofe  fcandalous  creatures  who  de¬ 
part  from  that  modefty  and  fpotlefs  virtue,  which 
make  an  avowed  part  of  the  charadteriftic  of  our 
fex,  and  ought  to  be  the  ornament  of  both  fexes. 

I  only  mean  to  infill,  that  it  is  as  barbarous  as 
unjuft  to  charge  the  innocent  part  of  us  with  their 
fliame,  efpecially  fince  much  the  major  part  of 
our  fex  are  averfe  to  their  guilt,  and  have  them  in 
deteftation  ;  and  much  lefs  ought  their  irregular 
condudt  to  rob  the  fpotlefs  majority  of  Womankind 
of  the  refpedl  which  is  confefledly  their  due,  on 
account  of  the  virtuous  and  painful  part  they 
have  in  the  continuating  human  pofterity. 

If  among  thefe  there  are  fome  few  odd  tempers, 
are  there  not  as  many  among  the  Men  ?  If  there 
are  jealous  wives,  are  there  not  many  more  jealous 
hufbands,  with  much  lefs  appearance  of  reafon  ? 
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Are  there  not  more  profufe  Men  than  Women  ? 
And  where  there  is  one  Woman  makes  her  huf- 
band  juftly  uneafy,  or  fpoils  her  children  by  her 
management  of  them  ;  are  there  not  hundreds  of 
hufbands  who  are  indultrious  in  making  the  for¬ 
mer  wretched,  and  the  latter  ufelefs  to  fociety  ?  I 
myfelf  know  feveral  inftances  of  this  kind. 

Hetlorinus  is  one  :  The  only  wife  action  he  ever 
was  guilty  of  in .  his  life  was  that  of  marrying  an 
agreeable,  virtuous,  careful  and  fenfible  wife  ; 
which,  however,  he  atones  for  every  day  of  his 
life  by  a  thoufand  means  he  has  to  make  her 
wretched.  For  the  firft  years  of  their  wedlock  he 
was  as  induftrious  to  be  troublefome  to  her,  by  an 
extravagance  of  ill-expreft  fondnefs,  as  he  has 
fince  taken  pains  to  load  her  with  every  ill  ulage. 
The  whole  ftudy  of  her  life  is  to  pleafe  him,  and 
the  whole  pleafure  of  his  to  torment  her.  If  he  is 
in  a  good  humour  ;  his  manner  of  exprefling  it  is 
by  calmly  finding  fault  with  every  thing  lhe°does, 
or  her  fervants  have  done,  tho’  by  his  orders  :  And 
if  he  is  in  an  ill  one ;  plates,  cups,  knives,  or 
whatever  things  come  firft  to  hand,  are  the  ve¬ 
hicles  by  which  he  conveys  his  ideas  to  her.  It  is 
true  indeed  he  will  allow  her  a  belly-full  if  her 
back  and  her  heart  pay  for  it :  For  he  forces  her  to 
keep  a  tolerable  table,  tho’  he  neither  affords  her 
money  for  the  purpofe,  nor  the  liberty  to  go  upon 
truft.  It  is  not  that  HeBorinus  is  really  poor,  but 
the  tyrant’s  dear  felf  is  fo  exorbitantly  expenfive 
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to  him,  that  he  can  illy  fpare  his  wife  money  to 
fend  to  market,  much  lefs  cloaths  to  appear  in. 
And  yet  he  can  be  generous  at  times  :  For  not- 
withftanding  the  late  expence  which  a  new  fuit  of 
black,  a  mourning  fword,  and  other  grief-trappings 
which  the  death  of  her  father  has  put  him  to,  to 
ornament  his  fweet  perfon  with,  he  gave  his  wife 
t’other  night  in  a  fit  of  fondnefs  three  whole  fhill- 
ings  to  buy  her  a  pair  of  new  fhoes  ;  and  has  pro- 
mifed  her  that  when  the  laft  gown  of  all  Ihe 
brought  with  her  from  home  when  Ihe  married 
him  is  worn  off  her  back,  he’ll  buy  her  a  frefh 
one  of  fome  handfome  fluff.  For  this  tranfient 
fun-fhine  the  lady  may  thank  a  lucky  accident 
which  juft  happen’d  to  humble  him.  For  fuch  is 
the  daftardly  fpirit  of  this  narrow  foul’d  wretch, 
that  humiliation  alone  can  render  him  as  meanly 
tradable  as  he  is  haughty,  infolent,  and  over¬ 
bearing,  wherever  the  leaft  fuccefs  lights  a  link 
before  him.  In  fhort,  generofity  and  affedion  have 
fo  little  power  over  him,  that  nothing  can  make 
him  ad  as  becomes  a  Man  of  goodnefs  or  fenfe, 
but  what  will  make  him  afraid  :  Thus  he  who 
makes  fuch  an  infufferable  tyrant  to  a  kind  wife, 
wou’d  make  an  excellent  Have  to  a  mercilefs 
mafter. 

Umbrofus  is  not  of  this  fort  of  tyrants  ;  this 
gentleman  loves  his  wife  to  excefs,  and  I  dare  fay 
is  ftridly  faithful  to  her.  But  well  he  may  be 
to  :  For  her  perfon  is  a  mafter-piece  of  beauty, 
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and  her  foul  is  made  up  of  virtue,  fenfe,  and 
foftnefs,  And  yet  if  we  fhou’d  reafon  by  Ari- 
Jiotle’s  rule,  Every  one  judges  of  others  as  he  feels 
him f elf  affetted ;  we  muft  believe  Umbrofus  to  be 
a  very  Fiddius .  No  man  can  approach  this  lovely 
creature,  fpeak  to  her,  or  look  at  her,  but  he 
thinks  her  virtue  tottering.  A  kind  of  perpetual 
itching  in  his  forehead  makes  him  ever  fearful  of 
horns  when  awake:  And  no  Turk  or  Spaniard 
dreams  more  of  antlers  than  he  does.  If  his  lady 
welcomes  to  the  houfe  a  friend  of  his  own  brino-- 

.  t> 

ing  ^  fhe  has  an  intrigue  in  her  head  :  If  jfhe 
curt’fies  to  him  at  departing  ;  5tis  an  appointment. 
If  fhe  is  filent  in  company,  there  is  myflery  in  her 
filence  ;  if  fhe  talks,  every  word  is  a  double- entendre. 
When  by  themfelves,  if  fhe  fmiles  ;  he  fancies  hie 
is  contriving  to  make  a  fool  of  him  :  And  if  fhe 
looks  grave,  it  is  for  want  of  love  for  him.  Her 
very  fervants  fhe  fcarce  dares  be  commonly  civil 
to  :  And  fuch  is  the  fantaftic  delicacy  of  this  ex¬ 
travagant  admirer  of  his  wife,  that  he  once  fell 
Tick  of  a  fit  of  jeaioufy  he  conceived  againft  a  fi¬ 
gure  in  his  own  tapeftry  ;  becaufe  forfooth  his 
wife’s  admiring  the  beauty  of  the  work,  made  him 
apprehend,  that  if  that  figure  had  been  a  real  Man , 
fhe  would  have  liked  it  preferably  to  him . 

Now  I  would  know,  if  one  inflance  of  like  ex¬ 
travagance  was  ever  feen  among  Women.  That 
there  are  fome  Women ,  and  valuable  ones  too,  who 
are  jealous  of  their  hufbands,  cannot  be  denied: 
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But  then  that,  generally  fpeaking,  their  jealoufies 
are  too  well  grounded,  is  as  much  beyond  difpute. 
I  don’t  take  upon  me  to  fay  that  there  are  no  mo¬ 
thers  who  contribute  to  the  fpoiling  their  children 
by  falfe  tendernefs,  and  a  foolilh  manner  in  bring¬ 
ing  them  up  *,  and,  indeed,  if  we  confider  the  in- 
duftry  which  the  Men  in  general  take  to  confine  all 
our  fex  to  a  narrow  way  of  thinking,  it  muft  ap¬ 
pear  a  kind  of  miracle  that  all  Women  are  not  guil¬ 
ty  of  the  fame  fault.  Yet  if  the  Men  dared  be  ho¬ 
ne  ft,  they  would  find  themfelves  under  a  neceflity 
of  confeffing  that,  where  there  is  one  young  perfon 
prejudiced  in  mind  or  heart  by  the  tendernefs  of  a 
mother,  there  are  many  hundreds  abfolutely  de¬ 
voted  to  ruin  by  the  rafhnefs,  whims,  brutality* 
and  ill  example  of  a  hafty,  fantaftical,  furly,  vici¬ 
ous  fool  of  a  father. 

Molybditis  is  one  of  your  happy  Men,  whofe  fa¬ 
thers  were  born  before  them  j  a  kind  of  filver 
froth  extracted  from  the  quinteffence  of  city-lead  ; 
and  of  the  number  of  thofe  wife  creatures  who 
think  education  ufelefs  to  Women .  Wherefore, 
fortunately  for  his  daughters,  he  has  left  them 
wholly  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  and  took  upon  him- 
felf  the  education  of  the  boobies  his  fons.  But 
what  has  been  the  iffue  ?  why,  the  young  ladies, 
without  ever  ftirring  from  home,  by  the  example 
as  well  as  precepts  of  their  mother,  and  other  ufe- 
ful  helps  fhe  has  procured  them  of  books  and  pro- 
per  teachers,  are  become  compleat  ornaments  of 
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civil  fociety.  Their  minds  are  as  enrich’d  with 
ufeful  knowledge  as  their  perlons  are  with  charms. 
Their  hearts  are  as  fortified  with  virtue  and  noble 
fentiments,  as  their  native  beauty  is  heightened 
by  modefty,  eafe,  and  every  winning  grace.  As  if 
the  world  had  paffed  in  review  before  them,  they 
are  perfed  miftreffes  of  whatever  is  worthy  obfer- 
vation  in  other  countries,  and  no  Grangers  to  any 
thing  proper  for  ladies  to  know  of  their  own.  To 
a  tafle  for  the  fciences  they  join  fuch  a  happinefs 
in  the  ufe  of  them,  whether  converfing  or  ading, 
as  is  fufficient  to  excite  others  to  the  ftudy  of  them. 
All  they  do  has  in  it  a  dignity  which  feems  to 
fpeak  a  Rnifh’d  education  ;  tho’  accompanied  with 
fuch  a  facility  as  if  it  flow’d  alone  from  uncon- 
drain’d  nature  :  And  all  they  fay  is  utter’d  with 
fuch  an  eafy  eloquence  as  violating  no  rules  feems 
above  all.  How  unlike  to  thefe  ladies  are  the 
coxcombs  their  brothers  !  Their  father  has  fpared 
no  expence  in  the  bringing  them  up  ;  but  has  ra¬ 
ther  been  profufely  lavifh  of  the  money  he  has 
milapplied  in  their  education,  if  it  can  be  called 
fuch.  Indeed  he  took  care  to  fend  them  betimes 
to  the  univerfity,  and  kept  them  there  even  longer 
than  was  neceflary  for  their  improvement  :  but  at 
the  fame  time  v/as  more  follicitous  about  the  fip-ure 

o 

they  fhould  make  in  their  garb  and  equipage,  than 
in  their  ftudies.  And  yet  even  in  this  his  prodh 
gality  v/as  without  judgment.  Extravagant  to  a 
height  in  every  thing  elfe,  he  was  niggardly  to  an 
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txcefs  in  the  choice  of  tutors  for  them  :  And  while 
he  grudged  not  to  wafte  hundreds  of  pounds  year¬ 
ly,  to  promote  in  them  the  fpirit  of  luxury,  he  had 
not  the  foul  to  part  with  one  annual  hundred  to  a 
gentleman  capable  of  training  them  up  in  fenti- 
ments  fuited  to  the  external  grandeur  they  fet  out 
with.  Tinfel  the  elder,  without  feeing  any  thing 
of  his  own  country,  was  fent  on  his  travels  into 
foreign  ones.  A  gentleman  of  undoubted  probity 
and  verfed  in  the  knowledge  of  men  and  books, 
might  neverthelefs,  by  attending  him  abroad,  have 
greatly  improved  him  ;  might  have  made  ufeful 
remarks  to  him }  and,  laying  hold  of  every  incident, 
taught  him  to  make  fuch  wife  obfervations  him- 
felf  as  would  have  ferved  to  bring  him  home  a  fi¬ 
nish'd  gentleman.  But  then  fuch  a  tutor  would 
have  required,  in  gratuity  for  his  labour,  lofs  of 
time,  and  the  great  truft  repofed  in  him,  fuch  a 
falary  as  Ihould  place  him  in  a  virtuous  indepen¬ 
dence,  above  the  neceflity  of  a&ing  meanly,  and  do¬ 
ing  pitiful  things  unworthy  the  character  he  ap¬ 
pear’d  in,  or  capable  of  injuring  the  morals  of  his 
pupil.  Wherefore  our  wifeacre  every  fagacioufly 
pitch’d  upon  a  mean-fpirited  hireling  to  attend  on 
Matter  for  forty  pounds  a  year.  This  fellow, with¬ 
out  genius  or  experience,  accompanied  him  a~ 
broad  :  and  as  he  had  neither  virtue  nor  fen fe  to 
govern  himfelf,  it  is  not  ltrange  that  he  fhould 
want  art  to  keep  the  awe  over  his  pupil,  which  is 
aieceffary  to  guard  young  people  from  the  vices  and 
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follies  juvenile  warmth  is  apt  to  hurry  them  Into, 
It  was  not  to  be  expeded  that  a  young  fellow 
fhould  be  under  any  reftraint  to  a  man  whom  he 
faw  giving  an  unbounded  loofe  to  his  own  paftions. 
In  fad,  he  ran  into  every  excefs  of  debauchery 
and  extravagance  :  and  the  mercenary  wretch  of  a 
governor,  whofe  falary  was  too  narrow  to  anfwer 
the  extent  of  his  libertinous  appetites,  had  no  other 
way  to  render  himfelf  ufeful  to  his  pupil,  than  to 
become  an  accomplice  with,  and  a  pander  to  him ; 
that  he  might  have  a  fhare  at  free-coft  in  his  cri¬ 
minal  pieafures.  Balls,  plays,  drinking,  gaming 
and  debauchery  were  all  their  purfuits  in  every 
town  they  paired  through  :  players,  fots,  lharpers 
and  harlots  were  all  their  company  ^  and  Tinfel  is 
at  length  returned  home,  with  a  journal  of  moll 
ignominious  intrigues,  to  fhew  what  fuccefsful 
apes  our  Englijh  fools  can  be,  when  they  undertake 
to  copy  the  fopperies  and  vices  of  foreign  nations. 
Screw’d  up  in  a  pair  of  Paris  flays  and  an  a-la-mode 
coat,  llrangled  in  a  folitaire ,  and  daub’d  over  with 
point  and  painty  he  ftruts  the  very  monkey  in  Gay's 
fable.  He  can  lifp  a  little  lewd  French >  fwear  in 
bad  Italian ,  knows  by  rote  who  are  the  bell  adors 
on  the  feveral  Itages,  has  a  lift  of  the  moll  noted 
courtezans  in  Europe ,  and  can  give  you  one  of  all 
the  inns  where  the  belt  wine  and  eating  is  to  be 
had  between  this  and  Rome .  Such  are  the  glori¬ 
ous  fruits  of  this  young  fellow’s  travels  !  Without 
this  expenfive  progrefs,  by  the  help  and  induftry 
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of  fuch  another  tutor,  his  brothers  are  return’d 
home  from  the  univerfity  as  compleat  debauchees 
as  himfelf.  The  education  their  wife  father  has 
lavifh’d  fo  much  money  to  give  them  has  anfwer- 
ed  no  one  end,  but  to  forward  them  in  wickednefs ; 
they  are  as  ignorant  almoft  as  when  they  hr  ft  fet 
out,  in  every  thing  commendable  ;  and  much 
greater  fops  than  ever.  If  they  had  any  breeding 
or  fenfe ;  the  former  they  have  loft  by  what  little 
ftudies  they  applied  to,  and  the  latter  they  have 
forfeited  by  the  ufe  they  have  put  it  to.  In  fhort 
all  goes  againft  them,  and  they  againft  all  things  : 
fo  that  one  would  be  apt  to  imagine  they  had 
fpent  their  whole  youth,  the  one  abroad,  the  reft 
in  England ,  in  a  fociety  of  favages.  All  they 
have  learn’d  is  the  mere  acquifition  of  fmugglers, 
which  they  either  cannot  or  dare  not  vend  :  and 
before  they  can  venture  into  the  world,  with  any 
honour  or  fafety,  they  muft  be  forced  to  go  to 
fchool  to  their  filters  for  all  the  qualifications  re- 
quifite  to  make  them  fine  gentlemen. 

If  we  confider  this,  where  is  the  mighty  wifdom 
thefe  Men  have  to  boaft  of  in  the  education  of 
their  children  ?  and  what  room  have  they  to  find 
fault  with  Women  for  their  manner  of  bringing 
them  up,  when  left  to  their  care  ?  Inftead  of  un¬ 
dervaluing  our  fex  for  fpoiling  youth,  they  ought 
to  efteem  us  for  the  many  we  fave  fiom  ruin.  In¬ 
ftead  of  contemning  us  for  want  of  learning,  they 
ought  rather  to  admire  fuch  of  our  fex  as  are  poi- 
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feft  of  it,  or  at  leaft  think  thofe  happy  who  arc 
without  it.  Since,  on  one  hand,  if  they  are  thence 
render’d  deftitute  of  means  to  fet  off  their  parts  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  lefs  in  the  occafions 
of  depraving  them  ;  and  notwithftanding  that  de¬ 
feat,  make  quicker  advances  in  virtue,  wit,  and 
graceful  behaviour,  than  any  of  the  oppofite  fex. 

It  is  true  indeed,  that  all  our  fex  are  not  brought 
up  with  the  fame  happy  care  :  But  why  is  it  ?  Be- 
caufe,  generally  fpeaking,  few  mothers  are  left  at 
liberty  to  educate  even  their  daughters  as  they 
pleafe.  I  am  as  much  againft  putting  a  doll  into 
a  girl’s  hands,  as  I  am  for  fubftituting  books  in  the 
place  of  it.  And,  I  believe,  were  all  Women 
miftrefies  of  their  own  will  in  this  particular,  they 
wou’d  be  of  my  mind.  But  the  malice  of  the 
Men  who  firft  invented  this  pitiful  artifice  to  con¬ 
fine  us  to  trifles,  and  now  meanly  turn  it  to  the 
bafeft  reflections  on  us,  are  too  abfolute  in  their 
ufurp’d  dominion  to  leave  a  wife  fo  much  as  the 
choice  of  the  toys  to  divert  her  daughters  with, 
much  lefs  the  means  for  their  inftru&ion.  And 
for  the  boys,  they  are  fo  much  out  of  their  mo¬ 
ther’s  jurifdiftionfrom  their  infancy,  that  it  is  much 
if  they  are  not  taught  to  Ihew  her  contempt  in- 
ftead  of  refpeCt,  as  foon  as  they  are  capable  of 
expreffing  either.  Before  little  matter  is  well 
breech’d,  he  is  taught  to  lord  it  over  his  fitters ; 
before  he  can  well  know  what  an  eftate  is,  he  is 
made  fenfible  of  being  heir  to  one  ;  and  all  the 
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relation  he  is  taught  to  confider  his  filters  in,  is, 
that  he  is  to  have  the  payment  of  their  fortunes  at 
his  own  mercy,  if  his  parents  Ihould  die  before 
they  are  of  age.  Nay,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  if 
he  is  not  inform’d  too,  that  when  his  father  dies, 
his  very  mother  will  be  in  fome  meafure  dependent 
upon  his  honefty  and  good  nature  for  the  pun&ual 
payment  of  her  jointure.  What  great  power  then 
can  the  example  or  precepts  of  a  mother  have 
over  a  fon  thus  tutor’d  ;  even  when  file  is  allow’d 
the  liberty  of  reproving  ?  Tho’  how  much  oftner 
is  Hie  fnub’d  before  his  face  for  finding  fault  with 
his  unluckinefs  ?  Let  the  Men  therefore  blame 
themfelves  for  all  the  extravagancies  which  the 
minds  of  their  children  are  fill’d  with  from  their 
earlieft  infancy  :  fince  the  cafe  wou’d  be  quite 
different  was  their  education  left  to  Women .  For 
it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  thofe  mothers  to 
whom  it  coft  fo  much  anguifh  to  bring  them  into 
the  world,  and  fo  much  care  and  fatigue  to  pre- 
ferve  them  in  it,  wou’d  be  in  general  as  anxious  for 
the  good  of  their  minds  as  they  are  tender  of  their 
perfons,  and  as  follicitous  to  fupply  them  with 
virtuous  fentiments,  as  to  nourifh  them  with  their 
milk. 

But  what  honeft  conceffion  have  we  reafon  to 
hope  for  from  that  ungenerous  fex,  when  their 
barbarity  can,  contrary  to  all  evidence,  difpute 
our  good-will  even  in  this  ?  If  there  are  fome 
Women  fo  extremely  weaken’d  by  their  child-bed 
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pains  as  to  require  a  refpit  from  fuckling  their  in¬ 
fants  ;  is  not  the  fuffering  they  endure  exquifite 
enough  to  deferve  the  pity  rather  than  infults  of 
our  adverfary,  if  he  had  a  grain  of  humanity  in 
him  ?  And  even  where  this  is  the  cafe,  is  it  not 
with  the  utmoft  reluftance  they  fubmit  to  it,  and 
often  merely  to  comply  with  the  refiftlefs  inftances 
of  a  hufband?  Where  then  is  the  crime  for  a 
healthy  young  creature,  who  has  milk  enough  for 
two  children,  to  take  another  to  her  bread:,  for  the 
fake  of  gaining  neceffaries  to  fupport  an  innocent 
babe  which  the  fottifli  brute  of  a  father  would 
fuffer  to  go  naked  ?  Nothing  furely  but  an  extre¬ 
mity  of  favage  heartleffnefs  could  induce  this  gen¬ 
tleman  to  argue  as  he  does.  But  it  is  no  wonder 
he  fhould  rail  fo  unmercifully  at  us,  when  he  dares 
accufe  nature  itfelf  of  a  crime.  For  furely  nature 
muft  be  to  blame  to  furnifh  Women  with  milk 
merely  to  fuckle  their  infants,  if  that  milk  ferved 
only  to  render  them  ftupid  and  fickly.  If  thofe 
children  who  are  brought  up  by  hand  are  wifer, 
ftronger,  and  better  form’d  than  thofe  who  fuck 
at  all ;  then  nature  has  been  bountiful  in  vain,  nay 
mifchievous  in  her  bounty.  And  if  all  the  Men 
who  fuck  imbibed  a  tinfture  of  the  follies,  paffions, 
and  imbecilities  of  the  Women  who  fuckle  them, 
how  muft  the  Men  come  by  the  ftrength  they 
make  fuch  a  buftle  with  ?  Have  not  the  ftrongeft 
ot  them  all  been  fuckled  by  their  nurfes,  except- 
ing  heie  and  there  an  accidental  caie  ?  Or  will 
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they  rather  chtife  to  pafs  for  puny  poor  things  and 
fools,  than  not  have  the  pitiful  fatisfa&ion  to  lay 
their  follies  and  imbecilities  upon  us  ?  Let  our  ad~ 
verfary  then  be  as  fevere  as  he  can  ;  till  he  and  his 
fex  are  able  to  prove  what  they  want  not  the 
courage  to  aifert,  nothing  can  reduce  them  lower 
than  the  place  they  at  prefent  deferve  in  our  love 
and  efteem  but  annihilation  :  which  the  fcorn 
they  will,  I  hope,  be  henceforth  treated  with  by 
all  unmarried  Women ,  may  make  them  the  more 
eagerly  covet,  the  longer  purfuing  vengeance  pre~ 
ferves  them  to  be  their  own  word;  punifliment. 

But  I  chufe,  in  the  gentleman's  own  terms ,  to 
“  drop  a  fubjedt  fo  much  the  more  difagreeable, 
6C  as  we  are  daily  made  fenfible  of  the  truth  of  it 
and  proceed  to  examine  how  our  antagonift  difi 
proves  our  intellectual  capacity  to  be  equal  with  that 
of  the  Men. 

Our  author,  indeed,  fets  out  with  acknowledo-- 

#  D 

ing,  that  “  we  fhew  a  fuperior  genius  to  the  Men% 
i6  in  the  bufmefs  of  drefs  •,  in  the  oeconomy  of  a 
cc  tea-table  •,  in  the  management  of  intrigues  ;  in 
“  the  conduct  of  a  game  at  Quadrille ;  and  in 
“  plans  of  pleafure,  pride,  and  luxury.”  Indeed, 
with  regard  to  drefs,  the  Women  have'  fufficiently 
fhewn  their  prudence  and  Ikill,  in  laying  hold  of 
this  little  advantage  in  their  favour.  For  obferving 
the  fjcklenefs  of  the  male  creatures  they  had  to 
deal  with,  and  finding  that  external  ornaments, 
added  to  their  native  charms,  had  render’d  their 
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condition  more  fupportable  by  making  them  ap¬ 
pear  more  lovely  and  dear  to  the  Men*>  they  have 
neglected  nothing  which  cou’d  furnifh  them  with 
new  beauty  and  graces  of  body  in  the  eyes  of 
thofe  headlefs  heartlefs  wretches,  who  want  the 
fenfe  to  fet  a  juft  value  on  their  inward  worth. 
But  this,  inftead  of  being  mention’d  as  a  reproach 
to  Women^  ought  to  be  confider’d  as  a  matter  of 
panegyric.  And  our  adverfary,  inftead  of  reviling 
and  under-rating  us  for  fo  doing,  ought  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  it  as  a  proof  of  our  fuperior  fenfe. 
Since,  if  we  are  capable  of  improving  to  fo  furpri- 
ftng  a  degree  every  the  leaft  advantage  they  have 
the  honefty  to  allow  us,  how  inlinitly  fhou’d  we 
iurpafs  them,  had  we  the  free  accefs  to  all  the 
advantages  we  have  a  right  to  in  common  with 
them  ? 

And  furely,  if  the  Men  are  fo  ftupid  as  not  to 
have  genius  enough  to  manage  the  trivial  affair  of 
a  tea-board  with  a  dexterity  equal  to  ours ,  can  their 
parts  be  equal  to  ours  in  any  thing  ?  Nothing  but 
a  fpirit  of  cruelty  can  make  the  gentleman  give  us 
any  preference  in  the  management  of  intrigues,  if 
by  intrigues  he  means  the  contrivance  of  lawlefs 
purfuits ;  in  this  there  are  very  few  Women  who 
take  either  pride  or  pleafure  :  and  the  few  who 
do  are  no  lefs  our  averfton  in  general,  than  they  are 
made  a  reproach  to  us  all.  It  is  too  glaringly 
known  to  need  any  proofs,  which  of  the  two  fexes 
is  the  moft  faithful  to  the  marriage-vow,  and  by 
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Shewing  the  moft  conftancy  in  bearing  with  oppo¬ 
site  treatment,  make  appear  the  greater  ihare  of 
wifdom  and  virtue.  But  perhaps  this  writer  means 
by  intrigues,  the  art  and  induftry  the  M^otksh  often 
exert  in  extricating  their  witlefs  daftardly  hufbands 
from  many  difficulties  their  folly  and  vice  involve 
them  in,  and  to  free  themfelves  from  which  they 
are  forced  to  have  recouife  to  that  ’womanly  capa- 
city  they  fo  much  affeA  to  defpife.  And  is  he  fo 
blind  as  not  to  perceive  that,  by  acknowledging 
the  Men  to  be  inferior  in  judgment  to  us,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  private  life,  he  Sufficiently  ffiews  how 
much  Superior  our  talents  are  to  theirs  for  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  public  affairs  ?  The  Superiority  of 
genius  he  allows  us  at  Quadrille  is  no  lefs  to  the 
disadvantage  of  his  Sex.  There  are  many  Sciences 
which  require  lefs  time  and  pains  to  become  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with,  than  that  and  Some  other 
games  at  cards.  How  much  more  then  may  not 
the  Women  furpafs  the  Men  in  thofe,  when  they 
avowedly  tranfcend  them  in  thefe  ?  I  will  forbear, 
in  pity  to  my  adverfary,  ungenerous  as  he  is,  to 
make  any  observations  on  the  afcendant  he  gives 
us  over  his  own  Sex  in  the  plans  of  pleafure,  pride, 
and  luxury.  Since  if  the  Men  are  Such  intolerable 
dunces  in  their  favourite  purfuits,  as  to  allow  them¬ 
felves  inferior  to  Such  of  our  Sex  as  tread  the  fame 
paths,  in  complaifance  to  them  ;  how  little  right 
muff  they  have  even  to  an  equal  capacity  with 
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us  in  all  that  is  great  and  good ;  which  is  as  much 
againft  the  grain  to  them  as  it  is  natural  to  us  ! 

Our  witty  gentleman  feems  mightily  pleafed 
with  the  invedives  he  heaps  upon  the  malkin  of 
his  own  fex,  he  has  fo  miferably  metamorphofed 
Into  a  Woman ,  by  fpoiling  the  excellent  original- 
piece  of  one  of  the  bed:  authors  his  fex  has  to  boaft 
of.  But  let  him  reded  that  his  calling  it  a  Woman  y 
and  covering  it  with  a  coif,  will  not  hide  the  im¬ 
pudent  empty  phiz  of  its  true  owner.  Indeed  the 
great  pains  he  has  taken  to  ornament  this  pidure, 
drew  his  genius  for  making  fools-caps  :  wherefore 
I  have  too  much  kindnefs  for  the  Men  not  to  ad- 
Idfe  them  to  beware  how  they  try  any  one  of  them 

on,  for  fear  it  fhould  fit. 

If  my  adverfary  has  fuch  a  paper-fkull  that  he 
cannot  diftinguifh  between  thinnefs  and  fubtlety, 
minutenefs  and  delicacy,  let  me  inform  him  that 
true  delicacy  confifts  in  polidi’d  folidity  join’d 
with  accurate  proportion  ;  in  which,  as  the  organs 
of  Women  have  the  undoubted  advantage  over 
thofe  of  Meny  it  cannot,  without  a  mixture  of 
weaknefs  and  obftinacy,  be  denied  that  our  organs 
are  more  adapted  to  the  fundions  of  the  mind, 
and  our  intelleds  confequently  more  elevated  and 
lading  than  theirs.  My  antagonift,  indeed,  doubts 
of  their  being  equally ,  and  fays,  “  perhaps  they 
£C  are  lefs  fo.”  But  till  he  fupports  his  perhaps  by 
fome  appearance  of  reafon,  none  but  perfons  as 

weak  and  prejudiced  as  himfelf  can  be  biaiTed  by 

what 
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what  he  %s.  For  to  argue  in  his  own  way,  let 
him  anfwer  me  one  civil  queftion.  What  induces 
him  to  think  the  Men  endow’d  with  more  folid 
iafting  fenfe  than  the  Women  ?  Becaufe  their  bo¬ 
dies  are  more  hardy,  robuft,  and  bulky  than  ours 
are  ?  Idle  reafoning  !  The  clumfy  ftrength  of 
their  awkward  outlides  is  rather  an  argument  of 
inward  groflierty,  and  a  proof  of  no  other  per- 
fedion  in  their  organization  than  that  of  weight, 
which  we  do  not  difpute  with  them.  But  to  imagine 
that  a  Man’s  fkull  muft  needs  be  fill’d  with  Iafting 
fenfe,  becaufe  it  is  ftrong,  would  be  as  abfurd  as 
to  have  thought,  that  the  mountains  of  ice  which 
were  lately  upon  the  Thames  muft  needs  be  dura¬ 
ble  becaufe  they  were  thick  :  when,  let  but  truth 
and  fun-lhine  break  forth,  either  error  will  appear 
too  grofs  for  any,  but  a  Man ,  to  give  into. 

What  beaft  of  burthen  can  vie  with  Mono  for 
mufcular  ftrength  ?  What  infed  has  a  more  trifling 
:  head  or  puny  heart  ?  T o  reafon  by  our  adverfary’s 
rule,  we  muft  believe  him  poflefs’d  of  refolution 
enough  to  conquer  a  world,  and  wifdom  enough 
to  rule  one,  while  at  the  fame  time  every  word  he 
!  fays  betrays  the  fot,  and  every  thing  he  does 
I  points  out  the  coward.  He  has  nothing  in  com- 
I  mon  with  Men  of  any  wit  or  fenfe  but  their  misfor¬ 
tune,  the  defed  of  memory,  which  providence 
mark’d  him  with,  to  guard  us  from  his  lying 
tongue.  His  gravity  and  mirth  are  both  in  ex¬ 
tremes,  and  never  adapted  to  time  or  place.  The 
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one  renders  him  either  filently  fulky,  or  i'narlingly 
wafpifh  :  and  the  other  makes  him  noify,  imper¬ 
tinent,  abufive,  or  immodeft.  His  itch  of  appear¬ 
ing  fprightly,  in  fpite  of  his  ftars,  makes  him  ex- 
ceffively  talkative  j  tho’  the  belt  of  his  converfa- 
tion  is  but  a  dull  repetition  of  other  people’s  wit, 
which,  however  genuine  in  itfelf,  comes  from  him 
like  ftale,  fecond-hand  coffee,  without  relifh  or  fpi- 
rit.  In  cracking  ever  fo  witty  a  joke,  he  is  always 
fure  to  drop  the  kernel ;  and  whenever  he  attempts 
to  repeat  a  humorous  jefr,  he  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
ftupid  fellow  of  a  water-man  I  once  faw,  who,  af¬ 
ter  taking  abundance  of  pains  to  draw  his  boat  to 
fhore,  that  he  might  get  into  it,  leap’d  over  it  into 
the  'Thames*  In  drefs,  as  in  converfation,  he  is  en¬ 
tirely  dire£Ied  by  the  rules  of  abfurdity  in  every 
particular  but  one,  that  /V,  if  I  may  be  indulged  a 
mannijh  piece  of  wit,  the  covering  his  enormous 
noddle  with  a  Tete- de-moat  on  The  wifeft  a&ion 

he  ever  did,  was  that  of  fubfcribing  himfelf  a  mi¬ 
nor  for  life,  after  having  fpent,  in  lefs  than  two 
years,  an  immenfe  fum  of  ready  money  he  was 
worth  when  at  age,  befides  encumbring  his  eftate, 
which  is  of  fome  thoufands  per  annum.  The 
next  to  this  was  his  being  able  to  account  for  the 
going  of  fo  much  money,  all  but  the  trifling  fum 
of  about  thirty  thoufand  pounds  :  which  was  no 
very  foolifh  thing  in  him,  confidering  that  players, 

panders, 

*  Sheep' s-bearf.  A  name  given  to  the  little  perukes  worn  by 
fome  ladies,  who  are  forced  to  cut  off  their  hair. 
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panders,  fidlers,  and  gamefters,  who  had  the  great- 
eft  benefit  from  his  profufenefs,  feldom  keep  a 
cafh-book.  However,  if  you  cannot  admire  his 
wifdom,  you  may,  at  leaft,  his  fortitude.  He  has 
given  ten  guineas  at  a  time  to  a  ftouter  Man  than 
himfelf,  to  fland  a  horfe-whipping  from  him  ;  and 
has  nobly  gone  a-begging  to  his  own  gate,  in  the 
guife  of  a  ftroller,  with  fuch  a  generous  anxiety  to 
be  horfe-whipt  himfelf,  that  any  fervants,  who 
were  abfent  enough  to  know  him  for  their  mailer, 
were  as  fure  to  lofe  their  place,  as  they  were  fure 
to  be  the  moll  amply  rewarded  who  abufed  him 
the  moll,  and  fhew’d  the  lead:  difpofition  to  millake 
him  for  a  gentleman.  Such  is  his  induflry  to  laugh, 
and  be  laugh’d  at.  And  yet  fo  llrange  a  fool  is 
he  in  every  circumftance,  that  nothing  he  fays  or 
does  can  provoke  us  to  be  merry  or  fad.  His 
words  and  adions  are  as  much  beneath  the  digni¬ 
ty  of  a  jeft,  as  his  perfon  is  below  that  of  love  or 
hatred.  So  that,  tall  and  lufty  as  Morio  is,  all  his 
bulk  and  ftrength  are  good  for,  is,  to  7  fhew  the 
folly  and  malice  of  fortune,  in  loading  him  with 
exorbitant  riches,  merely  to  rob  the  town  of  a 
notable  porter. 

But,  as  my  adverfary  juftly  obferves,  one  black 
feather  makes  no  crow ;  and  the  charader  of  Mo¬ 
rio  would  be  no  reproach  to  his  fex  in  general,  if 
the  generality  of  them  were  not  guilty  of  as  great 
follies.  And  if  his  rule  will  always  hold  good, 
that  peoples  genius  is  to  be  gueffed  at  by  their 
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company,  what  a  motley  fet  of  changlings  will 
not  the  major  part  of  Men  appear  ?  What  are  their 
favourite  companies  made  up  of,  but  pipers,  ac¬ 
tors,  jockies,  fox-hunters,  and  gamefters,  at  beft, 
and  often  of  proftitutes,  lots,  and  debauchees  ? 
What  are  their  places  of  rendezvous  but  bear-gar¬ 
dens,  cock-pits,  gaming-tables,  taverns,  and  ftews  ? 
And  what  are  their  darling  topics  of  converfation 
but  racing,  fporting,  gaming,  drinking,  and  riot  ? 
How  often  are  our  ears  ftunn’d  by  them  with  this 
kind  of  impertinencies  1  Not  the  averfion  they 
know  we  have  for  fuch  empty  nonfenfe  can  him 
der  them  from  perpetually  entertaining  us  with  it. 

Will  all  the  contempt  we  fhew  for  Mifs  Prela¬ 
tino  make  him  lefs  bufy  to  buzz  his  empty  non¬ 
fenfe  in  our  unattentive  ears  ?  If  we  are  filent, 
he’ll  afk  us  impertinent  queftions  :  if  we  return  no 
anfwer,  he  will  coin  one  for  us  ;  and  with  a  flm- 
pering  filly  face  quote  us  for  the  authors  of  the 
goffip’s  tale  he  whifpers  to  the  next  lady  he  vifits, 
He  can  extrabt  her  ladylhip’s  meaning  from  the 
drefs  hie  has  on  *,  can  guefs  who  and  who  are  to  be 
married,  by  the  necklace  of  one,  and  the  golden¬ 
headed  cane  of  another  ;  and  can  tell  who  and  who 
are  at  odds,  by  the  quantity  of  fnuff  Mifs  Such-a¬ 
cne  took  laft  night  at  the  play,  the  number  of 
flirts  her  grace  gave  her  fan  in  the  drawing-room, 
and  the  many  times  lady  Betty  and  Mifs  Fanny 
nodded  their  heads,  whifper’d  together,  and  look’d, 
the  Lord  knows  how,  upon  the  honourable  Mrs 

Some- 
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Somebody.  No  undertaker  has  earlier  informations 
of  deaths,  no  milliner  has  fpeedier  intelligence  of 
the  birth  of  a  new  mode,  and  no  wholefale  haber- 
daiher  of  fmall  news  has  quicker  accounts  of  town- 
chat,  than  he  has,  nor  is  half  fo  induftrious  in 
vending  his  flock.  How  then  fhall  we  avoid  this 
inundation  of  froth,  which  is  ever  at  our  heels  ? 
To  affront  him  we  are  too  well  bred  ;  to  laugh  at 
him  we  have  too  much  pity  ;  and  to  look  grave, 
as  Mr  Pope  happily  expreffes  it,  exceeds  all  power 
of  face.  As  therefore  it  is  paft  his  fkill  to  be  filent, 
and  paft  ours  to  be  attentive,  what  have  we  to  do 
with  fuch  a  filly  creature,  but  either  in  complai- 
fance  to  him,  to  laugh,  look  filly  with  him,  and 
let  him  run  on  ;  or,  in  companion  to  ourfelves,  to 
wedge  him  to  a  Quadrille-table ,  where  we  may,  at 
lefs  coft  to  our  patience,  lofe  our  money  to  him 
and  pay  it,  or  win  his  and  not  take  it  ?  But  muft 
we  therefore  be  accountable  for  his  follies,  or  be 
thought  fools  ourfelves,  becaufe  he  is  a  fop  we 
can’t  get  rid  of?  If  he  will  prim  up  his  mouth 
to  mimic  us  *,  if  he  will  put  on  our  fofter  manners  ; 
if  he  will  drefs  as  much  like  a  lady  as  parliament 
will  permit  him  ;  have  we  any  legiflative  power  to 
check  him  ?  No,  all  we  can  do  is  to  contemn  and 
divert  ourfelves  with  him,  and  all  fuch  fools  as 
want  the  manhood  to  keep  up  to  the  dignity  of 
their  own  fex ,  and  grace  to  copy  the  better  quali¬ 
ties  of  ours  :  their  incapacity  of  reaching,  which 
is  plain  to  be  feen  in  that  vanity  which  makes 
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them  fo  affiduous  in  pilfering,  however  unfuccefs-' 
fully,  our  moil  trivial  talents. 

So  if  lord  thimble  prefers  our  company  to  the 
Men9 s,  let  them  blame  themfelves  for  it,  but  not 
fall  out  with  us.  It  is  neither  likenefs  nor  fympa- 
thy  makes  him  take  refuge  among  us.  He  has  no 
more  of  the  Woman  in  him  than  he  has  of  the 
Man  :  but,  a  kind  of  fpecies  in  himfelf  of  no  one 
lex,  he  has  juft  fenfe  enough  to  diftinguifh  which 
of  the  two  fexes  have  the  moft  temper  and  maf- 
tery  over  their  paftions  to  bear  with  him.  And 
would  it  not  be  quite  barbarous,  as  well  as  impo¬ 
lite,  not  to  bear  with  a  poor  good-natured  inoffen- 
iive  thing,  and  a  lord  too  ?  efpecially  fince  he  is 
not  without  his  ules.  But  for  him,  we  fhould  per¬ 
haps  never  have  thought  of  the  advantages  of  a 
working  affembly.  Befides,  how  convenient  is  it, 
as  wTell  as  pretty,  to  have  a  nobleman,  who  under- 
ftands  the  bufinefs  of  a  tea-board,  to  take  that 
trouble  off  our  hands,  while  we  mind  our  knitting:  l 
If  we  read  a  play  to  him,  he  knots  a  petticoat  for 
us  ;  and  if  we  fhew  him  fome  degree  of  conde- 
fcendence,  he  pays  us  no  lefs  a  degree  of  gratitude. 
Befides  the  perfection  to  which  he  is  ftudying  to 
bring  the  fcience  of  needle-work  for  our  improve¬ 
ment,  he  is  drawing  up  a  bill  to  bring  into  the 
houfe,  to  oblige  all  the  fitting  members  to  knot 
for  their  wives  while  the  reft  are  fpeaking ; 
which,  if  it  fhould  pafs,  will  contribute  no  lefs 
to  the  eafe  of  our  fingers  than  the  ornament  of 


our 


(  215  ) 

our  toilets*  However,  little  as  he  is  obliged  to 
the  Men,  to  render  this  extraordinary  genius  as 
beneficial  to  that  fex  as  to  our  own*  as  foon  as 
ever  he  has  finilh’d  the  weighty  bufinefs  he  is 
about,  I  defign,  as  I  am  a  fort  of  favourite  with 
him,  to  fet  him  upon  writing  a  Treatife  on  the 
Art  of  Fencing  with  a  Needle.  As  he  is 
quite  mailer  of  the  fubjeft,  I  make  no  doubt 
but  the  piece  will  meet  with  univerfal  appro¬ 
bation,  and  fave  a  great  deal  of  harmlefs  blood, 
fhou’d  our  war  with  the  Spaniards  be  purfued 
For  any  time  with  the  fame  warmth  it  is 
now  carried  on.  So  induftrious  are  Women  to 
extradl  public  benefit  from  the  otherwife  moft 
ufelefs  fops  they  are  forced  to  admit  into  their 
company.  Inftead  then  of  being  reproach’d  with 
their  follies,  we  are  rather  entitled  to  the  thanks 
of  the  public  in  general :  efpecially  fince  it  is  not 
from  any  pleafure  we  take  in  the  converfation  of 
fuch  empty  creatures,  but  from  the  neceffity  which 
the  general  infipidnefs  of  the  Men  reduces  us  to, 
of  converfing  with  coxcombs,  fots,  or  knaves,  if 
we  converfe  with  any  of  the  fex. 

Our  adverfary  then  had  little  room  to  triumph 
over  us  for  keeping  fools  company,  or  to  attri¬ 
bute  to  any  liking  of  ours  what  is  the  mere  effedl 
of  our  good-nature  and  pity.  However,  if  he 
will  have  it  that  none  but  birds  of  a  feather  afTo- 
date,  and  that  we  are  fools  becaufe  we  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  fuch,  what  will  he  make  of  the  general i- 
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ty  of  Men,  among  whom  almoft  all  of  any  worth 
or  note  have  been  fignal  for  their  courting  our  con- 
verfation  ?  He  is  pleafed  to  warn  us,  that  ct  it 
*c  will  be  to  little  purpofe  for  me  to  quote  him  the 
€C  illuftrious  names  of  the  wits  of  all  ages,  who 
€c  have  admired  the  Women "  and  been  done  juftice 
by  them.  But  furely  it  will  not  be  to  as  little  pur¬ 
pofe  to  quote  them  to  all  other  Men,  unlefs  all  are 
as  void  of  candour  and  folidity  as  himfelf :  which 
I  am  far  from  believing.  My  adverfary  is  cer¬ 
tainly  out,  in  faying  “  the  polite,  the  witty  Ana- 
<c  creon  met  with  nothing  but  contempt  from  our 
fex.”  On  the  contrary,  he  was  honour’d  with 
the  regards  of  the  greateft  ladies  at  Samos,  and  all 
he  complains  of  is  the  univerfal  virtue  he  found 
among  them,  which  obftru6ted  his  vicious  gallan¬ 
try.  The  charges  of  Theocritus  are  of  the  fame 
kind ;  and  if  Ovid  and  Horace  have  rail’d  at  fome 
Women  for  their  infidelity  to  them,  their  own 
writings  prove  them  to  have  fet  the  example  ;  both 
admire  the  good,  as  much  as  they  befpatter  the 
bad  *,  and  the  latter  allows  excellencies  in  many, 
and  fings  Palinodia  to  one  whom  he  had  wrongfully 
afperfed.  And  why  may  he  not  as  well  be  be¬ 
lieved,  when  he  does  juftice  to  injured  merit  and 
innocence,  as  when  he  abufes  fome  for  their  be¬ 
ing  as  wanton  as  himfelf,  and  infults  others  for 
being  too  old  for  his  debauch’d  tafte  to  be  faithful 
to  any  longer  ?  Or  rather,  why  fhould  he  be  be¬ 
lieved  in  what  he  fays  againft  any  of  our  fex,  who 
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has  fubfcribed  himfelf,  upon  record,  the  bafe  ca~ 
lumniator  of  one  virtuous  Woman  ?  Can  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  Horace ,  who  had  fuch  a  lull  of  fame, 
would  have  fubfcrib’d  to  a  lye,  to  record  himfelf 
to  poflerity  an  infamous  forger  of  dander  ? 

Our  adverfary  might  have  fpared  himfelf  the 
great  pains  he  has  taken  to  invent  a  dillribution  of 
time  for  us ;  which  is  too  fenfelefs  to  fill  the  life 
of  many  Women.  That  modefly,  which  keeps  us 
from  prying  into  the  indecencies  of  the  Meny  dif¬ 
fers  me  not  to  oblige  him  with  a  return.  But 
wou’d  this  prying  gentleman  look  into  the  purfuits 
which  fill  up  their  days  and  weeks,  what  a  circle 
of  vice  and  folly  might  he  not  difcover  !  And  what 
abundance  of  mif-placed  invectives  might  he  not 
:  excufe  himfelf  from  ! 

Thofe  invedtives,  indeed,  have  as  little  real 
force  to  diminifh  the  fuperior  merit  of  my  fex,  as 
his  compliment  to  myfelf  hath  power  to  affedt  me 
v/ith  vanity.  Mean  as  the  notion  he  entertains  of 
Women  is,  I  am  Woman  enough  to  prefer  his  falfe 
cenfure  to  his  inddious  praife. 

•  i 

dfhe  whole  artilTry  of  the  terms  of  war , 

And  ( all  thofe  plagues  in  one )  the  bawling  bar  : 
Thefe  I  coufd  bear  ;  but  not  a  Thing  fo  civil , 
Whofe  tongue  will  compliment  you  to  the  devil \ 

With  royal  favourites  in  flat  fry  viey 
And  Oldmixon  and  Burnet  both  out -lie. 
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He  fpies  me  out :  But  tell  me ,  gracious  God  I  * 
fin  of  mine  cou'd  merit  fuch  a  nod  ? 
fhat  all  the  Jhot  of  dulnefs  now  muft  be 
From  this  his  blunder bufs  dif charg'd  on  me  ? 

Pope *s  Dr.  Donne* 

Let  our  adverfary  and  his  fex  then  referve 
their  compliments  for  fuch  unhappy  creatures  as 
are  reduced  to  the  infamous  neceffity  of  wanting 
them  ;  and  be  allured,  that  if  all  Women  are  of  my 
mind,  their  flattery  to  us  will  meet  with  a  due 
fcorn,  till  they  fliew  fome  honefty  in  reftoring  us 
to  the  power,  dignity,  and  efteem,  we  have  a  natu¬ 
ral,  equal,  nay,  fuperior  right  to.  In  the  mean 
time  let  us  fee  what  arguments  our  author  ufes  in 
his  attempts  to  difprove  that  right. 

What  I  have  before  faid  will  fufHce  to  fhew 
how  little  fuccour  our  antagonift  can  expedt  from 
any  of  the  texts  of  feripture  hitherto  quoted  by 
him :  And  a  very  few  words  more  will  ferve  to  con¬ 
vince  the  honeft  part  of  his  fex,  how  little  reafon 
he  has  to  expedt  favour  from  any  part  of  it.  The 
whole  facred  feriptures  are  full  of  encomiums  on 
our  fex  :  and  afford  many  inftances  of  Women  go¬ 
verning  nations,  and  greatly  governing  them.  Da¬ 
vid ,  a  Man  according  to  God’s  o^n  heart,  is  well 
known  to  have  been  a  conftant  admirer  of  the  Wo¬ 
men  to  his  death :  nor  can  it  be  faid  his  fludy  of 
them  was  not  fufficiently  extenfive  to  know  them 
thoroughly.  Solomon  his  fon,  wife  as  he  was  with 
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infpired  knowledge,  thought  it  no  {looping  of  his 
wifdom  to  have  the  greateft  regard  for  Women . 
And  even  Ecclefiafticus ,  whom  my  adverfary  has 
the  courage  to  quote,  is  full  of  fublime  praifes  of 
Womankind .  Nay,  in  the  very  palfage  this  gen¬ 
tleman  hints  at,  he  fays,  Haft  thou  a  wife  after  thy 
mind  ?  for  fake  her  not :  hut  give  not  thy f elf  over  to  a 
light  woman .  All  then  which  this  writer  fays  a- 
gainlt  bad  Women  hinders  him  not  from  doing 
juftice  to  the  good^  or  owning  that  there  are  good 
Women  \  nay,  and  wife  ones  too.  For  in  the  very 
fame  chapter  he  pofitively  fays.  Forego  not  a  wise 
and  good  woman,  for  her  grace  is  above  gold . 
What  then  could  infatuate  this  enemy  to  our  fex  , 
to  fend  us  toa  palfage  fo  much  in  our  favour?  The 
text  of  Micah  is  levelPd  no  more  at  Women  than 
Men  ;  but  at  the  general  corruption  of  the  Jews  of 
his  time,  which  was  fuch,  that  the  father  was  not 
fafe  with  his  fon,  the  mother  with  her  daughter, 
nor  the  friend  with  his  friend ;  and  the  prophet 
fub joins  that  a  Man's  enemies  are  the  Men  of  his 
own  houfe .  But  how  does  this  affedl  Woman  more 
than  Man  ?  Or  what  advantage  can  our  adverfary 
hope  to  draw  from  fcripture,  till  he  finds  fome- 
thing  more  to  the  purpofe  ? 

The  Men  lay  a  mighty  ftrefs  on  the  laws  con¬ 
cerning  Women  *,  and  becaufe,  hood-wink’d  by  cuf* 
tom,  they  blindly  conceit  that  they  are  infallible 
decrees  which  fecure  to  every  one  their  right,  they 
as  foolifhly  conclude  that  nature  had  a  hand  in  the 
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Framing  thofe  laws  which  exclude  us  from  power, 
dignities,  and  public  offices.  But  how  flrangely 
ffiould  I  puzzle  them,  was  I  to  prefs  them  hard 
upon  this  article,  and  oblige  them  to  explain,  in  a 
manner  to  be  underflood,  what  they  mean  by  na¬ 
ture  in  this  cafe,  and  how  it  impower’d  the  Men 
to  make  fuch  laws  without  confulting  the  Women  ! 
The  law-givers  were  Men  themfelves  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  no  wonder  they  ffiould  favour  their  own  fex. 
Had  the  Women  been  in  their  place,  they  might 
poffibly  have  done  the  fame  :  though  their  natural 
propenfity  to  juflice  and  generofity  renders  it  high¬ 
ly  improbable.  But  does  the  advantage  the  Men 
have  laid  hold  of  juflify  their  ufurpation  ?  No  : 
they  themfelves  acknowledge  dependence  and 
fervitude  to  be  contrary  to  the  defign  of  nature, 
which  made  all  Mankind  equal.  Dependence  in 
itfelf  is  a  mere  civil  reflraint  introduced  by  chance, 
force,  or  cuflom,  and  ought  rationally  to  affiedl 
none  but  children,  and  that  only  till  an  age  when 
they  are  capable  of  governing  themfelves.  And  if 
they  lay  afide  for  a  minute  the  laws  of  their  own 
making,  they’ll  find  it  a  difficult  talk  to  prove  why 
a  Wt man  ffiould  obey  her  hufband  any  more  than 
he  his  wife.  The  W man  has,  generally  fpeaking, 
at  lead:  as  much  and  often  more  wit  and  dilcretion 
than  the  Man  :  and  if  ffie  ought  to  obey  him  when 
what  he  fpeaks  is  reafonable,  there  is  no  folid  rea- 
fon  can  be  affigned  why  he  ffiould  not  obey  her, 
when  v/hat  ffie  fays  is  fo  :  unlefs  my  adverfary 
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pleafes  to  recur  to  the  old  plea,  the  law  of  the 
ftronger. 

Next  to  the  authors  of  Holy  Writ ,  I  have  the 
profoundefl  veneration  for  thofe  pious  Divines  and 
Fathers ,  who  have  taken  fo  much  pains  to  illuftrate 
it  with  their  learned  comments.  Yet  I  do  not  think 
myfelf  obliged  to  believe  all  they  fay  with  the  fame 
implicit  faith  as  I  do  the  fcriptures,  efpecially 
where  I  fee  them  carried  away  by  popular  preju¬ 
dice  to  favour  a  caufe  themfelves  are  parties  in, 
and  without  being  able  to  affign  a  reafon  for  wThat 
they  advance.  It  no  ways  concerns  chriitian  faith, 
whether  Women  are  qualified  to  govern  or  not ; 
and  therefore  it  would  be  no  great  wonder  that 
any  of  thofe  reverend  writers  fhould  err  in  their 
opinion  concerning  it  :  fince  all  their  infpiration 
related  only  to  matters  of  faith.  And  yet  the  paf- 
fages  which  our  adverfary  has  been  at  the  drudgery 
to  quote  upon  us,  out  of  their  works,  are  far  from 
being  fo  difadvantageous  to  us,  as  he  would  have 
his  readers  believe  ^  of  which  he  himfelf  feems 
confcious,  by  his  having  recourfe  to  the  mean  arti¬ 
fice  of  unfairly  tranflating  them. 

St  Auguftin  does  not  fo  much  as  infinuate,  in  the 
text  quoted  by  our  author,  that  the  Women  are  un¬ 
fit  to  govern,  to  teach,  or  to  teflify  :  But  only 
argues  from  the  laws  in  force  againft  their  teach¬ 
ing  or  giving  evidence,  that  much  more  may  they 
be  fuppofed  to  be  forbidden  by  thofe  to  exercife 
any  government :  His  exprefs  words  are,  A  'Wo¬ 
man 
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man  cannot  exercife  the  ojfice  of  teachings  appear  as  aft 
evidence ,  nor  even  declare  her  opinion  ;  how  much  lefs 
then  can  fee  give  laws  to  an  empire  ?  71  is  one  thing 
to  fay  that  Women  are  difqualihed  from  power  and 
public  offices  by  laws,  another  to  fay  they  are  na¬ 
turally  unfit  for  them.  Now  this  Father  does  not 
fo  much  as  hint  the  latter  ;  and  tho’  he  does  tell 
us  what  the  Women  are  reduced  to  by  the  laws  of 
ufurpation,  he  does  not  take  upon  him  to  juftify 
thofe  laws.  Indeed,  in  the  fccond  paffiage,  he  feems 
to  infinuate  fomething  like  it.  But  when  he  fays, 
that  “  natural  order  among  mankind  requires  that 
the  W men  fhould  ferve  the  Men”  upon  what 
does  he  build  his  affertion  but  the  vulgar  prejudice 


then  in  vogue,  that  the  Men  were  the  greater  of 
the  two  fexes,  which,  without  troubling  himfelf 
to  examine  into  it,  he  leaves  as  he  found  it :  it  not 
being  fo  much  his  office  as  a  divine  to  new-mould 
the  laws  of  the  Fate,  as  to  exhort  Chriftians  to 
conform  to  their  duty,  according  to  the  circum- 
ftances  which  thofe  laws  fubjedted  them  to  while 
unrcpealed.  What  St  Ambrofe  fays,  in  the  place 
quoted  by  my  adverfary,  is  undoubtedly  fufficient 
to  juftify  the  divine  equity  in  punifliing  Woman  for 
her  diiobedience,  by  fullering  her  to  become  fub- 
jeeft  to  the  unjuft  ufurpation  of  Man,  whom  fhe 
had  made  an  accomplice  in  her  crime  :  and  this  is 
ail  that  bather  proposes.  For  he  neither  proves 
nor  attempts  to  prove  that  ufurpation  lawful  in  the 
Math  And  if  one  Woman  muft  be  own’d,  in  the 
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Ungle  circumftance  juft  mention’d,  to  have  greatly 
injured  the  whole  rational  fpecies,  let  it  be  alfo 
remember’d  that  another  Woman  has  as  greatly  re¬ 
pair’d  the  injury  done,  by  bringing  a  Saviour  to 
the  world. 

All  the  invectives  he  has  pick’d  out  from  the 
Poets  and  Orator s,  will  have  as  little  weight  with 
any,  even  of  his  own  fex,  who  are  difpofed  to  be 
rational.  The  great  end  of  thefe  kinds  of  writers 
is  to  pleafe  and  perfuade  ;  and  every  one  knows 
that,  with  the  generality  of  Men ,  probability  and 
appearance  of  truth  ferve  the  fame  turns  as  well  as 
truth  itfelf  could.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that 
fuch  gentlemen  fhould  have  recourfe  chiefly  to  ex¬ 
aggerations  and  hyperboles,  as  they  are  moft  likely 
to  metamorphofe  good  into  evil,  and  evil  into 
good,  at  their  pleafure.  One  common  trick  with 
them  is  to  attribute  the  properties  of  a  part  to  the 
whole;  a  weaknefs  not  drfcernable  to  the  fuperficiai 
part  of  readers,  for  the  ornaments  of  eloquence  it  is 
dreft  in.  Thus  is  it  fufficient  for  them  to  have 
known  fome  few  W men  guilty  of  any  one  fault,  to 
attribute  it  to  the  whole  fex  :  and  as  there  are  no 
Women ,  any  more  than  Men,  but  what  have  fome 
few  defeCls,  and  there  are  no  defeCts  but  what 
fome  few  Women  are  tainted  with ;  hence  they  very 
artfully,  though  bafely,  charge  all  Women  with  all 
defeCts.  And  the  pretty  fmooth  jingle  of  words 
they  wrap  their  accufations  in,  contribute  not  a 
little  to  gain  them  credit  with  the  vulgar.  Where- 
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as,  let  but  their  pieces  be  flript  of  the  gaudy  trap-* 
pings  of  rhetoric  which  furround  them,  let  the  meta¬ 
phors,  quaint  fayings,  defcriptions,  fimilies,  anti- 
thefes,  and  other  flowers  of  eloquence,  be  fifted 
from  them  ;  in  a  word,  let  them  be  divefled  of  all 
thofe  glittering  embellifhments  of  fpeech,  which 
are  apt  to  dazzle  the  feeble  eyes  of  the  unfkilful 
many,  and  how  exceffively  empty  of  truth  and 
argument  will  they  not  appear  !  How  full  of  falfe 
reafoning  and  paffion  !  And  how  fluff’d  with  pre¬ 
judice  and  calumny ! 

How  weak  then  is  our  adverfary,  to  infifl  fo 
much  upon  the  opinion  of  Poets  and  Orators !  If 
Euripides ,  by  the  fnarling  inve£lives  he  loads  us 
with  in  his  writings,  gain’d  the  character  of  a  Wo¬ 
man-hater  ^  his  life  and  condudl  were  fufficient  to 
clear  him  of  that  imputation  :  the  fame  may  be 
faid  of  poor  Pittacus ;  and  for  Tibullus,  we  know 
that  if  he  was  faid  to  be  jilted  by  his  miflrefs,  he 
gave  fo  little  credit  himfelf  to  the  report,  that  he 
himfelf  begs  it  may  be  flifled.  However,  let  them 
laugh  who  win  :  if  virtuous  Women  have  had  the 
pleafure  of  triumphing  over  the  deceitful  attempts 
of  thefe  peeviih  wits,  thefe  wits  ought  at  leafl  to 
be  indulged  the  liberty  of  railing.  Indeed  Menander 
deferves  a  better  treatment,  for  if  he  has  been  fe- 
vere  again  ft  feme  bad  Women ,  it  was  no  more  than 
they  deferved,  as  appears  from  the  readinefs  he 
fhews  to  do  juftice  to  the  virtuous  many,  in  the 
encomiums  he  bellows  on  them.  He  calls  a  vir¬ 
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tuous  Woman  the  flay  of  Ma^’j  life%  and  fo  far 
he  from  confidering  her  as  unequal  to  the  hufband* 
that  he  fcruples  not  to  fay,  Jhe  is  the  helm  (or  Pi¬ 
lot)  of  her  family.  It  is  beautiful ,  cries  Menan¬ 
der,  to  oh  few  e  the  beauty  which  appears  in  the  con - 
duff  of  Woman.  Nay,  in  another  place,  he  flicks 
not  to  add  that  Woman  is  the  fairefl  plant  in 
life.  So  little  is  Menander  of  the  opinion  of  my 
adverfary,  who  quotes  him  againfl  us  with  as  lit¬ 
tle  reafon  as  he  does  Plautus .  For  tho’  this  poet 
is  pleafed,  in  the  paffage  quoted,  to  be  a  little  witty 
at  our  expence,  to  humour  the  prejudice  of  his 
fex,  yet  he  elfewhere  fhews  himfelf  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  fentiment,  by  putting  into  the  mouth  of  one 
of  his  perfonages  the  following  words  : 

<€  In  troth  the  laws  are  cruel  with  regard  to  Woman > 
“  5Tis  bafe  in  them  to  make  her  life  a  mifery  : 

€C  And  much  more  bafe  to  maker’s  fo  thao/kfc/z’s. 

Again ,  to  fhew  how  much  our  fex  has  the  flart 
of  Men  in  virtue  and  conjugal  fidelity,  he  makes  a 
contrail  between  the  married  of  both  fexes. 

cc  The  wife  thinks  only  on  her  own  good  man , 

“  But  every  hufband  every  woman  craves. 

And,  laftly^  to  flop  his  own  fex’s  mouths  entirely, 
he  brings  them  a  kind  of  argumentum  ad  hominem. 

More  widows,  fays  he ,  are  to  be  found  than 
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u  widowers.  ”  If  this  was  true  in  Plautus9 s  days,* 
how  much  more  fo  is  it  in  ours  !  For  one  Woman 
who  veqtures  her  happinefs  in  a  fecond  marriage  j 
how  many  Men  think  it  no  hazard  at  all  to  en¬ 
gage  in  wedlock  a  fecond,  nay  a  third  time !  And 
how  fhould  this  be  true,  if  it  were  not  true  that 
the  Men  find  greater  choice  of  virtuous  and  good 
qualities  among  the  Women ,  than  thefe  do  among 
the  Men  ? 

If  my  adverfary  will  excufe  me  for  leaving  him 
awhile,  I  will  bring  an  inftance  or  two  to  confirm 
the  obfervation  of  Plautus .  Pulchrina  and  Cornelia 
were  both  left  widows  in  the  prime  of  life.  And 
yet  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  have,  in  twenty 
years  time,  found  one  of  all  the  oppofite  lex  worthy 
their  acceptance  :  tho’  it  has  not  been  for  want  of 
a  number  of  fuitors  •,  nor  for  want  of  as  much 
artifice  and  courage  in  the  latter ,  as  there  ap¬ 
pear’d  virtue,  fenle,  and  beauty  in  the  former . 
But  Pulchrina’ s  firft  luck  was  too  bad  not  to  deter 
her  from  trufling  her  children’s  happinefs  and  her 
own  peace  to  the  mercy  of  a  fecond  tyrant.  And 
though  Cornelia  had  one  of  the  highefb  tickets  in 
the  marriage  lottery,  it  is  plain  fhe  thought  that 
more  than  her  fhare,  by  her  never  venturing  again 
to  put  into  a  bubble,  where  there  are  fo  many 
blanks  to  one  prize  *,  nay,  where  the  beft  chance 
is  but  a  kind  of  blank.  For  as  the  polite  Lord 
Lanfdowne  fays  of  his  fex,  and  what  a  Man  fays 
muft  be  true, 
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The  heft  moft  perfect 

"Are  fo  alloy'd^  the  good  fo  mix'd  with  bad , 

Like  counterfeited  coin  of  mingled  metal , 

The  noble  part's  not  current  for  the  bafe . 

Not  fo  the  Women ,  they  are  a  kind  of  genuine 
fpecies,  with  little  or  no  alloy,  but  what  ferves  to 
make  their  virtues  more  truly  and  generally  fer- 
viceable.  Elfe  why  fhould  the  Men  be  fo  covetous 
of  them,  as  they,  for  the  moft  part,  fhew  them* 
felves  ? 

Did  not  Hoar -fr  oft' s  experience  of  two  wives  en¬ 
courage  him,  even  in  his  old  age,  to  marry  a 
third  ?  If  he  had  not  been  pradtically  convinced 
that  there  is  a  felicity  in  life  which  none  but  Wo¬ 
men  can  give,  and  no  Man  can  mifs,  who  is  once 
bleft  with  a  W oman  \  if  his  knowledge  of  Woman¬ 
kind  had  not  been  enough  to  fecure  happinefs  to 
him  in  any  W man  he  could  pitch  upon  *,  would 
he  have  fubje&ed  a  child  he  loved,  and  who  was 
capable  of  being  miftrefs  of  his  family,  to  the 
novercal  authority  of  her  dirty  maid  ?  But  the 
graces  which  glared  through  the  dime  on  her  face, 
and  the  extravagant  merit  of  her  homely  attire, 
appear’d  a  fufficient  argument  to  the  widower  that 
any  wife  is  better  than  none.  No  wonder  there¬ 
fore  that  he  fhould  be  in  a  hurry  to  make  a  third 
match  for  himfeli  before  he  made  one  for  his 
daughter  j  fince  probably  he  might  never  have 
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lived  to  enjoy  the  bleffing  of  another  wife,  fliould 
he  have  refolved  to  wait  till  he  could  match  his 
daughter  with  a  man  who  really  deferves  her. 

It  is  the  fame  way  of  thinking  that  makes  Redi- 
vivo  put  on,  at  the  decline  of  life,  all  the  fopperies 
of  a  young  fellow.  It  is  now,  indeed,  upwards 
of  three  months  he  has  buried  an  excellent  wife, 
and  he  is  ftill  a  widower.  But  if  he  did  not  try  to 
mend  his  hand  in  a  fecond,  even  before  die  was 
laid  in  the  ground ;  it  muft  not  be  imputed  to 
any  difiike  he  entertain’d  of  our  fex.  For  tho* 
during  her  life-time  no  Man  was  more  fatirically 
arch  upon  fecond  adventurers  than  himfelf,  his  con- 
dud  fince  her  death  fufficiently  fhews  his  archnefs 
to  have  been  only  a  copy  of  his  countenance.  The 
beauty,  wit,  and  difcretion  of  a  dutiful  daughter 
would  fyffice  to  put  him  off  all  defigns  of  marry¬ 
ing  again,  and  even  render  the  very  thought  hor¬ 
rible  to  him,  if  the  merit  he  finds  in  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  our  fex  did  not  incline  him  to  think  that 
there  is  no  true  happinefs  for  Man  in  this  world 
without  a  wife,  and  no  unhappinefs  with  one.  For 
this  reafon  from  a  very  floven  he  is  turn’d  quite  a 
prig;  from  a  mifer,  profufe;  and  from  a  home- 
fpun  Stoic ^  a  downright  Epicurean,  He  can  fim- 
per  like  a  Soupe  mitonee ,  can  gibe  like  a  country 
juftice^  and  affeds  nothing  but  gallantry,  gaiety 
and  politenefs ;  tho’  his  gallantry  is  as  aukard  as 
an  Oxonian" s,  his  mirth  as  ftiff  as  a  Spaniard's ,  and 
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his  breeding  as  Formal  and  out  of  date  as  that  of 
an  old-fafhion’d  courtier.  However  his  good-will 
Is  the  fame,  and  the  difadvantages  he  labours  un¬ 
der  from  the  deep-rooted  habits  of  irrevocable 
years  he  endeavours  to  repair,  or  at  lead:  hide, 
with  the  fervor  of  his  youthful  inclinations,  which 
make  him  an  abfolutely  humble  fervant  to  the 
Women  in  general,  from  the  polite  lady  to  the  girl 
in  the  kitchen.  In  reality  he  has  tried  his  fortune 
with  them  in  all  ftations  ;  and  has  now,  for  fome 
time,  laid  clofe  liege  to  Jandkia ,  for  this  fingle 
merit,  that,  of  all  the  Women  and  Wenches  he  has 
purr’d  about  fince  a  widower,  lhe  is  the  firll  who 
has  return’d  him  a  fmile.  And  yet,  did  he  but 
know  himfelf,  he  mull  fee  that  the  fame  caufe 
makes  her  pleafant  which  put  the  others  out  of 
temper.  They  Ihrunk  with  horror  at  the  unna¬ 
tural  fight  of  a  wanton  letcher  of  fifty  ;  and  fhe 
cannot  help  tittering  at  the  exceffive  extravagance 
of  mannijh  pretenfions  to  wifdom,  while  Hie  fees 
one  of  that  fex,  after  having  at  a  very  eafy  rate 
acquired  the  charader  of  a  wife  man  in  his  younger 
days,  take  pains,  for  the  fake  of  gratifying  a  fit 
of  lull,  to  appear  a  fool  in  his  old  age.  Still 
Jandicia  thinks  to  have  him  :  lhe  has  nothing  to 
trull  to  for  a  fupport  but  his  wantonnels  or  her 
own  labour  ;  and  deems  it  more  advifeable  to  play 
upon  an  old  fool,  than  run  the  rifle  of  working  all 
her  life  time  for  a  young  knave.  And  therefore, 
ihe  defigns  to  fell  him  a  very  great  bargain,  in 
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her  own  perfon,  on  the  firft  day  of  next  April.  As 
my  maid  is  privy  to  this  love  affair,  Redivivo  has 
defired  her  to  think  of  a  pofie  for  the  ring,  and  by 
my  advice  fhe  has  given  him  the  following  one* 
HO!  HO! 

It  is  pretty  plain  then,  to  return  to  my  adver- 
fary  and  his  company,  that  the  Men  find  not  fuch 
a  dearth  of  fenfe  and  virtue  among  us  as  we  do  a- 
mong  them,  any  more  in  our  days  than  in  thofe  of 
Plautus.  If  Putty  accufes  the  JHomen  of  Avarice , 
he  is  very  far  from  laying  his  charge  fo  drongly 
as  my  antagonid  makes  him  :  tho’  Cicero ,  of  all 
j meriy  had  the  lead  reafon  to  find  fault  with  us.  It 
is  well  known  he  was  never  fufpedled  of  the  oppofite 
virtue,  nor  indeed  deferved  to  be  fo.  However  his 
failings  would  be  no  excufe  for  ours,  as  his  bare  ac- 
cufation  can  be  no  diffident  proof  to  convidt  us  of 
any.  The  Orator  but  copied  from  others,  as  this 
gentleman  does  from  him  :  For 

Mankind  each-other’s  dories  dill  repeat. 

And  Man  to  Man  is  a  fucceeding  cheat . 

Howard*. 

I  am  not  infenfible  that  many  gentlemen  of  the 
faculty,  have  been  very  long-winded  on  the  dif¬ 
ferent  temperament  of  Sexes ,  to  the  diladvantage 
of  our's.  But  it  was  no  new  thing,  even  in  Philo's 
days,  for  thofe  gentlemen  to  affedfc  a  great  deal  of 
wifdom,  at  the  expence  of  fenfe  and  truth.  But 

let 


(  231  ) 

let  their  reafons  be  examin’d  into*  and  what  will 
they  appear  but  light  conjeftures,  form’d  in  the 
fhallow  heads  of  Men>  guided  by  prejudice  and 
limple  appearances  *,  If  a  Man  of  fenfe  and  a  Phy ~ 
fician  were  either  fynonymous  or  analogous  terms,  I 
fhould  be  cautious  how  I  diffented  from  their 
©pinion.  But  as  the  antipathy  is  notorious,  which 
reigns  between  reafon  and  the  generality  of  that 
unintelligible  race,  no  Man  of  fenfe,  without  ha¬ 
zarding  the  reputation  of  one,  can  copy  any  thing 
they  advance.  The  Radcliffs ,  the  Friends ,  the 
Meads ,  are  as  extraordinary  Phenomena  in  the  me¬ 
dical  fphere,  as  an  Atterbury  on  the  bench,  or  a 
Murray  at  the  bar  :  comets  of  a  happy  age  which 
take  many  centuries  in  their  revolution.  To  quote 
then  the  herd  of  graduates  forjudges  of  fenfe  is  as 
abfurd  as  to  appeal  to  the  honeft  gentlemen  of  the 
law  in  a  cafe  of  confcience. 

How  is  it  poffible  to  look  at  Pollypheme  and 
think  of  fenfe  !  How  much  lefs  is  it  F poffible  to 
depend  on  his  opinion  of  it !  If  what  an  illuftri- 
eus  author  fays  be  true,  that  folemnity  is  the  cover 
cf  a  fot\  his  folemn  phiz  betrays  one.  A  pompous 
ftrut,  the  fmiles  of  felf-approving  confidence,  and 
fomething  of  a  tolerable  perfon,  fet  off  with  a 
look  of  confequence,  Hand  him  in  ftead  of  genius. 
And  for  learning,—  a  loll  of  ftate,  with  eyes  up¬ 
lifted  and  a  leg  flretch’d  out,  the  head  lent  care- 
Icfs  on  this  upright  arm,  while  fome  important 
motion  Waves  the  other,  big  words,  and  faithful 
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lungs  Hand  proxy.  St  Paul's  at  noon  ftrikes  not 
with  more  deliberation  than  he  fpeaks,  tho’  it 
gives  over  fooner.  For  not  even  bells  can  ring  fo 
long  as  he  can  talk.  Yet  ever  inhumed  in  native 
want  of  thought,  in  vain  he  Itruggles  to  bring 
meaning  forth.  Self,  big  felf,  the  conftant  bur¬ 
then  of  the  long,  ever  at  odds  with  fenfe,  forbids 
it  elbow-room,  and  while  he  fpeaks  fo  fwells  each 
puny  tale,  that  like  fome  huge  unwieldy  mount  in 
labour,  the  loud,  flow,  grave,  mile-meafured 
words  his  drawling  tongue  groans  out,  portend 
fome  mighty  birth  *,  till,  when  the  lengthen’d, 
irkfome,  tedious  period  ends,  out  pops  the  filly 
moufe,  great  /,  and  only  makes  you  fmile.  With 
him  every  phyfician  is  a  fool  but  one  ;  and  that 
mu  ft  be/;  Great  I  is  ftatefman,  poet,  critic  and 
divine.  No  wonder  then  if  Pope  and  Swift  fhould 
fooner  ceafe  to  write  than  he  to  rail.  Not  but  his 
dodlorfhip  could  write  as  much  as  <they,  with  the 
fame  eafe  he  can  out-puff  a  Henley .  He’ll  tell 
you  to  a  minute  the  crifis  of  a  patient’s  death,  with¬ 
out  telling  the  dofe  with  which  he  defigns  to  dif- 
patch  him  ;  can  affed  an  intimacy  with  great 
Men,  he  neither  knows  nor  is  known  by  ;  and, 
after  walking  a  mile  to  fave  fix-pence,  can  coach 
it  from  Cheapfide  to  Batforf  s  to  fave  appearances. 
Now  muft  it  not  be  own’d  that  the  dodtor  has  all 
the  qualifications  requifite  to  make  a  figure  in 
Warwick-lane ;  and  yet,  where  but  at  Gotham 

would 
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'Vould  Men  of  this  ftamp  be  fet  up  for  arbiters 
of  fenfe  ? 

But  the  Hiftorians  it  feems  are  lefs  to  be  ob- 
jedted  againft,  as  being  Men  of  experience.  I 
would  fain  afk  my  adverfary,  whether  all  Men  of 
experience  are  men  of  fenfe,  or  judges  of  fenfe  } 
And  tho’  it  muft  be  granted  that  a  Man  ought  to 
be  a  perfon  of  excellent  fenfe,  who  undertakes  to 
write  hiftory,  yet  experience  itfelf  has  fhewn  how 
little  fenfe  the  major  part  of  Hiftorians  have  been 
pofteft  of.  Not  that  I  want  to  wave  the  authority 
quoted  againft  me.  'Tacitus  is  one  of  my  fa¬ 
vourites  among  this  clafs  of  writers  ;  which  he 
would  not  be,  if  I  did  not  confider  him  as  a  Man 
of  fenfe.  But  ftill  he  was  a  Man9  and  like  the 
reft  of  Men  prejudiced  in  favour  of  his  fex.  And 
therefore  I  muft  beg  leave  to  rejedt  his  authority, 
till  fome  reafon  be  aliedged  from  him  to  iupport 
what  he  fays.  If  he  gives  fome  inftances  of  cruel¬ 
ty  and  ambition  in  the  degenerate  part  of  our  fex, 
he  has  given  many  more  inftances  of  tendernefs, 
humanity,  difintereftednefs,  and  other  virtues.  And 
tho*  hiftory  in  general  can  only  be  confider’d  as  a 
kind  of  tradition  of  vulgar  prejudices,  it  is  very 
notorious  to  all,  who  are  in  the  leaft  converfant  in 
that  kind  of  reading,  how  much  better  a  figure 
the  Women  in  general  make  in  it  than  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  Men.  All  hiftory,  prophane  as  well  as 
facred,  bears  witneis  to  the  native  greatnefs  and 
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goodnefs  of  Women ,  as  it  does  to  the  infamy  0^ 
the  Men . 

If  here  and  there  a  furly  philofopher  (who  by- 
the-bye  are  no  lefs  Men  than  my  adverfary  and  the 
reft  of  his  company)  is  pleafed  to  fnap  at  us  in  a 
peevifh  fit,  the  froth  of  his  fpleen  will  never  be 
able  to  tarnifh  our  real  glory,  in  the  eyes  of  fuch 
Men  as  have  any  fenfe  left.  And  yet  Ariftotle 
himfelf,  though  quoted  in  this  number,  fays  in  his 
8th  book  of  Animals ,  that,  cc  Woman  has  more 
“  piety,  and  is  of  a  nobler  compofition  than  Man  A 
When  this  philofopher  fays  then  that  Women  are 
unfit  and  want  judgment  to  govern,  to  be  con¬ 
fident  with  himfelf,  he  muft  mean  it  only  of  Wo- 
men ,  confider’d  in  their  then  and  now  prefent  cir- 
cumftance  of  ineducation.  For  he  himfelf,  while 
mafter  of  Alexander ,  thought  it  not  beneath  him  to 
fubmit  to  the  government  of  his  miftrefs  :  nay, 
attributes  his  doing  fo  to  the  didates  of  philofo- 
phy,  not  of  love,  and  even  goes  fo  far  as  to  infift 
upon  his  wife-man’s  engaging  in  love  before  he 
meddles  with  ruling  the  ftate.  Why  fo,  but  that 
he  may  learn  of  his  miftrefs  the  art  of  ruling  well  ? 
For  the  truth  of  this  I  appeal  to  Diogenes  Laertius . 
Neither  was  this  great  Man  the  only  philofopher 
who  admired  our  lex.  Socrates  was  the  uglieft  as 
well  as  the  wileft  Man  of  his  time.  I  fay  not  this 
in  contempt  to  his  perfon ;  for  if  a  Man  is  but  one 
degree  above  the  devil,  he  is  handfome  enough  in 
confcience.  I  only  mention  it  to  lhew,  that  he 
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thought  it  no  breach  of  wifdom  to  aim  at  love  in 
fpite  of  nature.  And  Plato ,  the  divine  Platoy  was 
not  more  afllduous  in  erecting  Hates,  than  offering 
incenfe  to  the  Archeanajfas  of  his  time.  And  what 
had  either  to  do  with  Women ,  had  they  not  found 
them  capable  of  adding  to  their  knowledge  and 
philofophy.  As  why  had  St  Jeromy  that  wife  phi- 
lofopher  as  well  as  orator  and  father  of  the  church, 
fuch  an  efleem  for  Women ,  as  to  infcribe  many  of 
his  works  to  them  ?  It  had  been  idle  if  he  had  not 
thought  them  competent  judges,  and  by  their 
judgment  capable  of  adding  in  their  names  a  luHre 
to  his  works. 

Let  our  adverfary’s  anonymous  author  then  fay 
what  he  will,  we’ll  find  another  to  match  him  on 
our  fide,  with  this  addition,  that  our’s  cannot  only 
fay,  but  give  reafons  for  what  he  fays.  ’Tis  the 
anonymous  author  of  the  Political  Aphorifms.  44  Wo- 
44  men  (fays  he)  in  the  greateft  emergencies  and 
44  moft  imminent  perils  are  never  at  a  lofs  to  find 
44  a  remedy,  or  to  hit  on  fure  expedients.  Nay, 
44  their  counfels  are  the  beH  refource  in  all  fudden 
44  cafes.  For  fuch  is  the  natural  genius  of  that  fex, 
44  that  in  impendent  dangers  their  very  firfl  im- 
44  pulfes  of  foul  are  greatly  excellent  and  happy.” 
Who  then  more  fit  to  govern  Hates  than  they.  It 


was  this,  doubtlefs,  made  Libanius  in  his  Academics 


fay,  that  44  Nothing  more  becomes  a  Man^  who 
iC  means  to  fhine  in  Hate -affairs,  than  to  make  it 
“  his  rule  to  go  from  his  wife’s  clofet  to  the  fenate- 
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€C  houfe,  and  from  the  fenate  to  return  again  to 
£C  her.  For  fuch  as  follow  this  rule  will  be  ena- 
cc  bled  by  it  to  add  fpirit  to  their  counfels,  dif- 
“  cernment  to  their  affairs,  and  reputation  to 
€C  their  adminiftration.”  And  how  could  this  be> 
if  their  counfels  and  condud  were  not  affifted  and 
improved  by  the  advice  of  their  wives  ?  Well 
then  might  Plutarch  fay,  that  “  He  who  takes  a 
“  wife  becomes  a  perfect  mafter  of  a  family  :  but 
“  he  who  lofes  his  wife  is  not  only  an  impeded 
“  but  a  maim’d  one.  ”  For,  in  reality,  what  is 
he  more  than  a  half-headed  ruler,  who  lofes  at 
leaft  one  half  of  the  underftanding  which  help’d 
him  to  govern. 

One  would  hardly  after  this  imagine  it  poffible 
for  my  adverfary  to  quote  this  very  Plutarch's  au¬ 
thority  to  prove  us  unqualified  to  govern,  if  we 
had  not  already  fuch  flagrant  proofs  of  this  gentle¬ 
man’s  fhamelefs  courage.  And  what  is  it  Plutarch 
charges  us  with  ?  Why,  among  many  inftances  of 
the  fpirit  of  tattle  in  his  own  fex,  he  mentions 
fome  few  in  our’s  :  tho’  he  no  where  pretends  to 
fay  that  all  Women  are  like  them.  Had  my  ad¬ 
verfary  been  a  faithful  quoter,  he  would  have  ad¬ 
ded  the  oppoflte  inftance  that  author  gives  us  of 
Lecena  of  Athens ,  who,  being  engaged  in  a  confpi- 
racy  againft  Pififtratus ,  and  fearing  left  the  exqui- 
fite  torture  fhe  was  put  to  fhould  extort  any  difco- 
very  from  her,  bit  her  tongue  off.  At  leaft,  fince 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  refled  on  Fulvia  for  her 
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levity,  it  would  have  been  but  fair  to  do  juftice  to 
that  brave  Lady’s  memory,  in  adding  the  attone- 
ment  ihe  made,  by  poniarding  herfelf  to  encourage 
her  hufband  by  the  like  means  to  avoid  the  fatal 
effe&s  of  their  joint  indiferetion.  The  very  fame 
Plutarch ,  in  another  part  of  his  works,  has  record¬ 
ed  the  Women's  talent  for  fecrecy,  in  thole  of  Me- 
lit  a ,  of  whom,  tho’  all  were  in  the  confpiracy  with 
their  hufbands,  not  one  difclofed  the  fecret.  And 
my  adverfary’s  friend  Tacitus  has  perpetuated  the 
memory  of  Epicharis ,  whom  all  the  cruelties  of 
Nero  could  not  induce  to  betray  any  of  the  fecrets 
fhe  was  privy  to  in  the  confpiracy  laid  againft 
him.  But  where  is  the  neceflity  of  recurring  to 
foreign  climes,  and  diftant  ages,  for  proofs  which 
our  own  country,  and  almoft  our  own  times,  can 
produce.  The  Saxon  Women  were  a  counterpart  to 
thofe  of  Melita.  And  fuch  as  have  been  engaged 
in  plots  in  this  kingdom  have  fhewn  as  much  fide¬ 
lity  to  the  trufts  repofed  in  them,  as  any  of  the 
Grecian  or  Roman  ladies  recorded  by  Plutarch ,  Pa- 
citus ,  or  any  other  antient  hiftorians.  Let  any 
one  but  look  back  into  the  State  Tryals  of  fome 
former  reigns,  and  they  will  find  what  numbers  of 
daftarclly  fijueakers  there  have  been  among  the 
Men--,  while  neither  pillory,  whipping,  nor  hopes 
of  life,  or  fear  of  death,  could  ever  extort  a  difeo- 
very  from  the  Women  who  were  concern’d  with 
them.  Was  there  not  one  expofed  to  the  outrage 
of  the  populace  in  one  confpiracy  ?  Were  there  not 
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three  executed  in  another,  and  no  iefs  than  fifteen 
excepted  in  a  general  amnefty  ?  And  what  lights 
or  helps  was  the  government  able  to  get  from  any 
one  of  them,  either  by  threats  or  promifes  ?  I  fay 
not  this  to  commend  them  for  their  treafon,  or 
obltinacy  in  perfifting  in  it,  but  only  to  Ihew  my 
adverfary  that  Women  can  keep  a  fecret,  tho’  it  be 
to  their  greatefl  difadvantage  fo  to  do.  And  tho* 
the  being  detected  in  a  treafonable  confpiracy  is 
no  reafon  why  the  perfons  dete&ed  Ihould  add 
to  their  former  guilt,  by  obftinately  perfifting 
in  it,  yet  furely  fuch  miftaken  Women  as  continue 
fixongly  pofieil  with  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  plot  they 
have  (however  unlawfully)  engaged  in,  and  there¬ 
fore  rather  chufe  to  die  than  betray  their  truft,  are 
worthy  pity,  if  not  applaufe.  Whereas  what 
pity  do  thole  bale  wretches  among  the  Men  de¬ 
fer  ve,  who  without  any  remorfe  of  confcience 
have  iacrificed  to  their  own  fafety  the  lives  of  their 
accomplices,  and  without  any  other  forrow  for 
their  criminal  attempt  than  regret  for  it’s  having 
mifcarried,  aggravate  their  treafon  againft  their 
country  with  treachery  to  their  friends.  It  is  pret¬ 
ty  plain  that  inch  wretches  would  have  equally 
Iacrificed  the  moll  honelt  caufe  they  could  have 
been  concern’d  in.  As,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  very 
natural  to  believe,  that,  if  iuch  Women ,  as  we 
have  been  fpeaking  of,  had  been  happily  embark’d 
in  the  true  interefts  of  their  country,  they  would 
have  as  nobly  Iacrificed  all  their  private  hopes  and 
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Fears  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  any  trull  repofed  in 
them.  If  Homer  commends  Ulyffes  and  Telemachus 
for  their  fteadinefs  in  keeping  a  fecret ;  he  is  no 
lefs  eloquent  in  the  praifes  of  Penelope  and  Euriclea, 
the  wife  and  nurfe  of  Ulyffes,  for  the  fame  virtue. 
Anger ona  was  fo  famous  for  it,  that  the  Romans  wor- 
Ihip’d  her  for  the  goddefs  of  Silence.  And  while 
the  mylleries  of  the  Good  Goodnefs  were  whollv  in 
the  Women's,  keeping,  the  fecrecy  of  them  was  fo 
inviolably  preferved,  that  the  Men  had  no  other 
way  to  come  at  the  knowledge  of  them  than  by 

facrilegioufly  intruding  among  them,  difguifed  in 
lVomarC%  apparel. 

It  is  quite  childifh  then  in  our  adverfary,  to  ar¬ 
gue  us  incapable  of  government  for  want  of  a  fpi- 
rit  of  fecrecy.  It  is  notorious  what  goffips  the  an- 
tients  as  well  as  moderns  of  the  male  lex  have 
been,  the  voluminous  tattle  of  many  of  them  is  a 
Handing  proof  of  it.  Simonides  and  Xenocrates ,  fo 
mightily  cried  up  for  their  referve  of  lpeech,  were 
as  arrant  tattlers  as  any  ^  and  both  allow,  that,  tho* 
they  had  never  any  caufe  to  be  difpleafed  with  ha¬ 
ving  held  their  peace,  they  had  often  found  room 
to  regret  their  prating  :  A  plain  proof  of  their  ha¬ 
ving  as  little  government  of  their  tongues  as  fomc 
of  our  fex,  not  one  of  whom,  however,  could  pre¬ 
tend  to  vie  with  a  Ctefiphon ,  who  valued  himfelf 
upon  being  able  to  chatter  a  whole  day  long,  upon 
any  fubjed  that  could  be  flatted  to  him  ;  as  Eraf- 
mus  tells  us,  who  was  not  the  lead:  chatterer  of  his 
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time,  tho’  perhaps  one  of  the  leaft  tirefomc  ones. 
If  the  Latin  editor  of  Pindar  is  not  an  idle  prater, 
the  Men  of  Smyrna  were  all  goffips.  The  famous 
Ariftotle  was  fo  egregious  a  one,  that  he  confefies 
himfelf,  that  nothing  feem’d  to  him  lefs  prafti  cable 
than  keeping  a  fecret.  Indeed  Pythagoras  was  fo 
in  love  with  filence,  that  he  obliged  all  his  fcholars 
to  keep  a  '  five  years  taciturnity.  But  if  we  may 
credit  gofiip  Laertius ,  it  was  the  filence  of  others 
that  pleafed  him  ;  infomuch  that  the  luft  of  hear¬ 
ing  himfelf  prate  made  him  ufe  that  ftratagem, 
mot  to  be  interrupted  by  contradiction.  The  fame 
Laertius  tells  us,  that  Zeno  thought  it  a  wondrous 
piece  of  news  to  fend  Ptolemy ,  that  there  was  one 
old  fellow  who  had  learn’d  to  hold  his  tongue. 

It  is  furely  therefore  confcious  guilt  which  makes 
our  antagonift  unwilling  to  truft  the  fafety  of  his 
eaufe  to  this  common-place  ftuff.  No  wonder  then 
that  after  finding  his  ftock  of  ridicule  out,  he  fhou’d 
have  recourfe  to  the  mean  expedient  of  arguing 
from  particulars  to  the  general,  and,  after  the 
drudgery  of  hunting  out  three  or  four  filly  Women 
who  know  not  how  to  govern  their  families,  tri¬ 
umphantly  conclude  that  all  Women  are  unfit  for 
public  government.  If  we  have  here  and  there  a 
Belluina ,  a  Muccabella ,  a  Prif cilia ,  or  a  Prudential 
our  adverfary  will  not  fure  have  the  face  to  lay  we 
are  all  like  them.  At  leaft  he  would  think  me 
very  raih  to  fay  that  every  Man  is  a  He ft or inns,  a 
MolybditiSy  a  Morioy  a  Hoarfrofty  or  Redivh'Cy  or 

to 


to  argue  from  their  indifcretion  in  private  life, 
that  all  his  fex  are  difqualified  from  public  govern¬ 
ment.  Nay,  Pll  go  farther, 

Even  Anarchus^  tor  what  I  know,  might  make 
an  excellent  ftatefman,  tho5  a  wicked  manager  of 
his  private  concerns.  He  is  one  of  the  moft  in- 
duftrious  men  living  in  ordering  the  affairs  of  other 
people,  and  that  may  be  one  reafon  perhaps  why 
his  own  are  fo  vilely  negleCted.  The  money  he 
fquanders,  in  ftrolling  about  collections  for  others, 
hinders  him  from  affording  a  fufficient  provifion 
to  his  own  family  :  And  the  liquor  he  guzzles,  in 
making  up  breaches  among  his  acquaintance,  oc- 
cafions  his  perpetually  breaking  peace  at  home. 
Abroad  he  is  ever  lavifhing  his  fubftance  with  ala¬ 
crity,  on  fuch  of  his  fellow-brutes  as  deferve  it 
the  leafl,  and  in  his  own  houfe  is  as  fparing  of 
neceffaries  to  his  wife,  as  he  is  heedlefs  of  the  wafte 
in  his  fervants  :  When  he  is  up  he  is  for  ever 
abufing  her,  and  when  a*  bed  frequently  puking 
upon  her.  Tho5  civil  to  all  befides,  the  public 
contempt  he  treats  her  with  ftrips  her  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  requifite  to  put  a  remedy  in  his  abfence  to  the 
irregularities  of  her  diforderly  dependants,  which 
his  example  when  prefent  ferves  to  encourage  them 
in.  So  that  while  he,  at  fome  tavern  or  ale-houfe, 
is  drunk  with  wine  and  follicitude  for  every  one 
but  thole  he  owes  it  to,  fhe  is  ftruggling  with  a 
weight  of  mifery,  amidft  a  wreck  of  confufion  at 
home,  with  no  other  comfort  to  buoy  her  up  than 

I  i  the 


(  242  )> 

the  folitary  folace  of  expe&ing  a  midnight  vifit 
from  her  dear  monfter,  when  he  fhall  reel  home  to 
load  her  with  ill-ufage  and  filth. 

Now  tho5  this  picture  be  fo  very  like  the  major 
part  of  the  Men ,  that  few  will  believe  Anarchus 
was  the  only  one  who  fat  for  it ;  yet  I  am  far  from 
arguing  from  it  that  all  Men  are  unfit  for  public 
government.  Nothing  then  but  a  creature  as 
weak  as  my  adverfary,  and  fome  of  his  fex,  can 
conclude  from  the  weaknefs  of  fome  Women.,  a  ge¬ 
neral  incapacity  in  us  all  for  government  and  pub¬ 
lic  offices.  But  enough  has  been  faid  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  therefore  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  what  our  adverfary  has  to  objed  a- 
gainfi:  our  capacity  for  the  fciences. 

Our  adverfary  takes  a  great  deal  of  unfuccefsful 
pains  to  be  witty  in  his  common-place  jokes  upon 
gibberifh ;  which,  if  the  Men  will  but  be  honeft, 
they  muff  fairly  confefs  are  applicable  to  as  many 
of  their  own  fex  as  of  ours,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
take  no  trouble  to  anfwer  or  defend  it  in  either. 
Neither  can  I  be  defirous  to  fee  any  of  my  fex 
eonverfant  with  the  matters  of  the  Law  ;  though  I 
believe  there  are  few  who  would  not  dilcharge  any 
duty  of  it  with  much  more  honefly,  clearnefs,  and 
difpatch,  than  the  moil  irreproachable  of  thofe  Men 
who  make  themfelves  fo  bufy  with  it.  I  am  very 
ready  to  give  up  flagitious  Lolia  •,  and  the  univerfai 
contempt  file  was  treated  with  by  all  my  fex, 
fhews  fne  was  more  the  deteftation  of  Women  than 
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Hie  was  of  the  Men.  I  agree  with  this  gentleman; 
s*  that  to  complete  a  Man  a  knave,  it  is  abfolutely 
<c  neceffary  to  make  a  lawyer  of  him.55  And  therer 
fore  perhaps  is  it,  that  the  fureft  way  to  advance¬ 
ment  among  the  Men  is  the  ftudy  of  the  Law.  If 
they  did  not  in  general  look  on  the  perfection  of 
dilhonefty  as  a  favourite  accompliihment,  why 
fhould  they  make  this  the  readied:  road  to  promo¬ 
tion  ?  Or  if  a  genius  for  tricking  was  not  a  title  to 
efteem  with  moil  of  them,  why  fhoiuci  they  not  fet 
Albone  at  bay  ?  why  fliould  not  their  public  refent- 
ment  lingle  him  out  to  ridicule  and  contempt,  as 
our’s  does  Lolia  ? 

Albone  is  no  more  a  lawyer  by  profefiion  than 
Lolia  was,  and  therefore  has  no  more  licence  to 
cozen  than  fhe  could  fhew.  tlis  tiace  is  that  of 
a  gamefter ,  and  yet  it  is  hard  to  fay  whethei  he 
hat  enrich’d  himfelf  molt  by  iharping  at  Mor- 
daunt's ,  or  by  tricking  with  letters  of  attorney  the 
perfons  he  has  coax’d  them  from,  fie  is  fo  deeply 
read  in  thofe  inflrudive  books  called  the  Law- 
Quibbles  and  the  Englijh  Rogue ,  that  he  can  teach 
a  Man  the  art  of  becoming  the  latter  without  deem¬ 
ing  fuch,  and  could  fet  a  Bailiff,  a  petty-fogging 
Attorney ,  or  a  Jufiice  of  the  Quorum ,  right  in  any 
relating  to  the  former.  He  has  bought  goods  of  a 
tradefman,  and  arrefted  him  for  the  money  he  paid 
for  them  •,  he  has  paid  a  fellow  eighteen  pence  for 
mending  his  fhoes,  and  then  forced  three  fhiliings 
and  four  pence  from  him  for  writing  a  receipt  for  it, 
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bee  an  fe  the  wretch  was  too  poor  to  contend  with 
him.  And  empower’d  by  a  young  lady  to  ma- 
nage  her  affairs,  he  has  appropriated  her  money 
without  accounting  to  her,  brought  her  in  debtor 
to  him  for  articles  he  had  the  impudence  to  forge, 
and  the  emptinefs  not  to  forge  well,  turn’d  her  out 
of  doors  in  an  abufive  manner,  for  refilling  to  lign 
away  her  all  to  him,  without  advice  of  her  coun- 
fil,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful  difeharge  of  his 
truft,  and  arrefted  her  when  he  had  done  for  fome 
hundreds  he  could  fhew  no  juft  right  to.  And 
yet  Albone  is  a  religious  Man  enough,  all  things 
confider’d  :  he  no  more  mifles  prayers  once  a  day, 
than  he  does  the  gaming-table  once  a  night ;  a 
Bible  is  as  familiar  with  him  as  a  pack  of  cards  j 
and  he  is  as  liberally  impartial  in  diftributing  his 
devotions  between  the  ladies  and  the  church,  as 
he  is  in  dividing  his  curfes  between  the  poor  and 
the  clergy.  However,  the  ladies  defpife  him,  the 
poor  hate  him,  the  clergy  pity  and  pray  for  him 
in  vain,  and  the  church  cannot  but  be  difgraced 

by  fuch  a  prophane  out-law’s  pretending  to  be  a 
member  of  it. 

Now  tho  I  am  very  wide  of  thinking  that  there 
are  many  Men  as  bafe  as  Albone ,  yet  I  cannot  think 
any  of  thole  who  ailbeiate  with  him  much  better: 
and  this  I  am  pretty  fure  of,  that  were  the  Women 
executors  of  the  laws,  they  would  think  it  a  juftice 
due  to  their  own  fex,  and  the  few  honeft  perfons 
of  the  other,  to  wed  with  an.indiffbluble  knot  him 
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and  Lolia  together  by  the  neck,  was  Ihe  Hill  li¬ 
ving,  that  they  might  add  no  more  reproach  to 
thofe  laws,  by  uling  them  as  a  fcreen  to  pervert 
the  ends  they  were  made  for. 

_  r 

What  I  have  already  faid,  relating  to  phyfic,  in 
my  former  Treatife,  is  fufficient  to  Ihew  that  we  are 
no  lefs  capable  of  fucceeding  and  fhining  in  that 
branch  of  ftudy  than  the  beft  of  the  oppofite  fex  : 
nor  does  it  appear  that  our  adverfary  has  any  thing 
folid  to  objedt  againft  this.  And  as  for  his  farcafm 
upon  the  middle-rated  gentry  of  the  faculty,  let 
Polypheme^  and  fuch  of  them  as  it  affedts,  fight  it 
out  with  him. 

Unable  to  fay  any  thing  folid  againft  tho.  Women's 
capacity  for  Hiftory  and  Politics ,  the  gentleman  at¬ 
tempts  to  be  arch  upon  our  fex,  tho’  at  the  expence 
of  his  own,  by  craftily  calling  a  late  celebrated 
Hiftorian  an  Old  Woman .  As  to  this  particular,  I 
agree  with  my  adverfary  in  his  opinion,  and  if  the 
founder  part  of  his  fex  are  not  all  as  arrant  old  wo¬ 
men  as  the  reverend  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  his  own 
Times ,  we  may  add  to  the  catalogue  of  fuch  a 
Baker ,  a  Rapin ,  and  many  others,  antient  as 
well  as  modern.  If  Women  have  not  been  fo 
induftrious  to  fignalize  their  talents  in  this  way, 
it  ought  more  to  be  attributed  to  their  innate  mo- 
defty  than  to  any  want  of  ability  in  them.  The 
antient  policy  was  lefs  refined  than  that  of  our 
times,  and  the  interefc  of  princes  lefs  interwoven : 
fo  that  it  muft  require  infinitely  lefs  pains  to  un¬ 
fold 
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fold  a  Roman  Htflory  than  one  of  our  Gazetteers * 
Why  then  may  we  not  be  as  complete  miftreftes  of 
antient  Politics ,  as  our  antagonift  feems  to  allow  us 
to  be  of  the  modern. 

Indeed  he  does  it  by  way  of  fneer  :  tho5  if  I  have 
any  reafon  to  depend  on  the  veracity  of  the  Meny 
his  own  fex  have  lefs  reafon  to  be  pleafed  with 
his  wit  upon  this  fubjebt  than  we  have.  For  one 
Novella  who  pefters  our  drawing-rooms ,  their 
coffee-houfes  can  produce  hundreds  of  Verbofos  as 
incorrigibly  impertinent :  wretches  who,  without 
organs  for  hearing,  are  perpetually  talking  of  things 
they  know  nothing  of,  will  run  you  over  countries 
they  never  faw  fo  much  as  in  a  map,  and  fettle  all 
Europe  with  the  fame  facility  they  confound  your 
fenfes  with. 

*  •  ✓ 

Eccho  is  one  of  this  fort  of  mongrels,  a  kind  of 

a  half-pay  fpy,  who  has  juft  impudence  enough  to 
thruft  himfelf  into  every  one’s  converfation,  tho5 
not  fenfe  enough  to  gather  the  information  necef- 
fary  to  make  him  ufeful  to  his  pay-mafter.  He  is 
very  intimate  with  my  Attorney,  to  whom  I  am 
obliged  for  his  character.  At  the  Old  Houfe  this 
extraordinary  perfon  was  lately  pointed  out  to  me 
among  the  heroes  of  the  pit  ;  and  proved  at  laft 
to  be  my  old  acquaintance.  I  have  leveral  times 
been  prefent  when  he  has  fignalized  the  ability  of 
his  lungs  at  a  cat-call •,  and,  if  I  am  inform’d  right, 
he  is  as  often  bufied  in  faving  the  drooping  nation 
as  in  damning  a  new  play.  The  creature  has  a 
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good  broad  phiz  of  his  own,  which  an  uncommon, 
ihare  of  felf-content  has  plump’d  into  arrogance, 
and  the  rednefs  of  his  coat,  refledting  a  flufli  on 
the  lividnefs  of  his  empty  looks,  gives  him  a  fet- 
tlednefs  as  unalterable  as  bronze.  By  the  help  of 
thefe  Corinthian  talents,  he  fo  happily  clods  into 
one  folid  mafs,  within  his  own  dura  mater ,  the 
feemingly  jarring  qualities  of  wit  and  flatefman, 
that  he  can  prefage  the  fate  of  a  farce  before  it  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  flage,  and  could  foretel  the  event  of 
the  prefent  War  before  it  was  declared.  At  Slaugh¬ 
ter's  he  concludes  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor ,  flogs 
Don  Carlos  for  wearing  the  old  breeches  of  Broglio , 
fails  down  the  Mediterranean ,  finks  a  fleet  of  French 
in  a  difh  of  coffee,  and  takes  the  Havanna  when 
he  has  done  •,  from  thence  proceeds  to  the  Pine- 
Apple ,  with  equal  expedition  enters  into  an  alliance 
with  the  Czarina ,  gets  a  footing  in  Florida ,  and 
with  one  and  the  fame  knife  hacks  a  beef -flake  and 
a  body  of  Spaniards  to  pieces.  Some  time  ago, 
hearing  I  had  a  pretty  large  acquaintance  at  this 
end  of  the  town,  he  found  means,  without  any 
perfonal  knowledge  of  me,  to  follicit  my  interefl 
at  court  for  the  poft  of  Englifh  courier  from  the 
Prince  of  Saxe-Gotha  to  the  author  of  the  Farthing 
Poft.  But  St  James's  and  St  Martin's  court  hap¬ 
pening  to  be  divided  in  their  politics,  I  had  not 
the  pleafure  of  contributing  to  the  promotion  of 
this  ingenious  gentleman.  However,  as  (having 

muftachoes  has  nothing  to  do  with  party,  if  he 
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fhould  happen  to  underftand  handling  a  razor  as 
well  as  ftate  affairs,  I  am  in  great  hopes  of  getting 
him  a  patent  for  barber  to  th zDaniJh  troops,  when 
they  fhall  be  landed  in  England. 

In  the  mean  time,  let  the  Novellas  and  Ecchoes 
couple  together,  if  the  number  of  the  former  be  at 
all  proportion’d  to  that  of  the  latter.  But  let  nei¬ 
ther  Us  nor  the  Men,  if  they  wifh  not  to  forfeit  the 
little  fenfe  they  have  among  them,  pretend  to  con¬ 
clude  from  fuch  uncommon  mortals  a  general  in¬ 
capacity  on  either  fide,  for  the  ftudy  of  politics  or 
any  other  ufeful  fciences. 

In  like  manner  let  not  my  adverfary  expofe  the 
littlenefs  of  his  genius,  by  concluding  Us  all  unfit 
for  the  ftudy  of  poetry,  philofophy,  or  any  other 
profitable  fcience,  becaufe  a  Manly ,  a  Behn ,  or  a 
Saphira ,  have  fhamefully  mifapplied  their  talents. 
For  a  few  fhamelefs  Women  who  have  proftituted 
their  wit  to  wanton  fubjedts,  how  many  illuftri- 
ous  ladies  have  raifed  the  dignity  of  writing  to 
the  higheft  pitch  of  fublimity,  delicacy,  morality, 
and  piety  !  whereas,  among  the  ableft  authors  the 
Men  have  to  boaft  of,  how  rare  is  it  to  find  one  who 
does  not  fhed  his  vicious  thoughts  on  the  moft  fa- 
cred  fubjedls ! 

However  great  pains  my  adverfary  has  taken  to 
find  out  three  or  four  filly  Women ,  as  induftrious  to 
expofe  the  levity  of  their  heads  or  the  corruption 
of  their  hearts,  as  the  flood  of  male  fcribblers  we 
are  daily  overwhelm’d  with,  I  fhall  take  no  pains 
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myfelf  to  give  him  a  lift  of  the  many  whofe  excel¬ 
lence  in  writing  has  forced  their  juft  praife  from 
the  mouth  of  envy.  I  ftiall  fend  no  exprefs  to 
Greece  to  fetch  thence  the  nine  Mufes ,  nine  Sybils 
and  nine  Lyric  Poetejfes.  Let  Voffius ,  Midas ,  and 
Lilius  Geraldus  inform  you  of  Megalofirate ,  and  the 
daughters  of  Stejichorus  -9  of  Eritrean  Sappho, Demo- 
phila  her  miftrefs,  Erinna,  and  the  three  Lh  earns, 
one  the  wife  of  Pythagoras, who  improved  his  fchool 
after  his  deceafe  ;  befides  Cleohulina  the  poetefs, 
Praxilla  another,  and  Afpatia  Milefia  a  poetefs  and 
teacher  of  rhetoric,  if  we  may  believe  Plutarch. 
Let  Strabo  do  juft-ice  to  the  talents  of  Hefiiea ,  and 
Phejjalian  Antipater  to  the  genius  of  Nyfis,  while 
<patian  labours  for  the  immortality  of  Anytes. 
Atbenaus  thought  it  an  ornament  to  his  works  to 
quote  the  poetefs  Hedyle ,  and  Diogenes  Laertius 
deem’d  it  no  difgrace  to  Plato  to  give  him  for  com- 
pany  his  fair  difciples  Lafthemia  and  Axiothea ,  be¬ 
fides  the  beautiful  Hipparchia ,  whofe  life  in  par¬ 
ticular  he  difdains  not  to  write  ;  in  which  he  cele¬ 
brates  her  as  a  lady  equally  excellent  in  dramatic 
poetry,  ethics,  and  philofophy.  We  need  but  recur 
to  Diogenes  Harlicarnajfaus  and  Longinus ,  two  of 
the  ableft  critics  of  their  times,  to  learn  the  merit 
of  Sappho ,  whofe  odes,  fpite  of  their  mannifh  pre¬ 
judice,  they  prefer’d  to  any  of  their  own  fex  s, 
for  a  ftandard  of  wit  and  accuracy.  But  what  will 
my  adverfary  fay,  fhould  I  dare  to  mention  two 

other  Grecian  ladies  ?  The  one  is  Lalejilla ,  tuat 
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famous  Woman,  who  to  an  excellent  poetefs  ad¬ 
ded  the  charadter  of  an  heroine,  and  fignalized  her 
courage  by  fpiriting  up  and  heading  her  country¬ 
women  to  vidlory  over  the  Spartans ,  who  came  to 
furprife  them  in  the  abfence  of  their  hufbands  : 
The  other  is  Corinna ,  who  five  feveral  times  gain'd 
a  compleat  vidlory  of  wit  over  Pindar ,  the  beft  ly¬ 
ric  poet  of  his  lex,  as  Propertius  relates  the  flory. 

Was  I  but  to  name  the  illuftrious  ladies  who 
have  added  luftre  to  the  fphere  of  learning  among 
the  Romans ,  I  fhould  never  have  done.  Quintilian 
has  faid  enough  of  Cornelia ,  Sallujl  of  Sempronia  \ 
and  for  Sulpicia ,  Cornificia ,  Polla  Argentaria ,  and 
Helpine,  the  wives  of  Lucan  and  Boetius ,  who  had 
no  fmall  fhare  in  the  works  of  their  hufbands,  as 
well  as  Proba ,  Falconia ,  and  others,  I  fhall  refer  my 
adverfary  to  Vojfius* s  account  of  them.  If  this 
gentleman  had  traveled  thro’  Italy,  Spain ,  France , 
and  Germany ,  he  might  have  heard  of  many  of 
thofe  learned  names,  which  Jacobus  a  S.  Carolo  has 
been  at  the  pains  to  regifter  in  his  library  of 
learned  Women.  Had  he  ever  read  Voiture  and 
Balzac  he  would  have  found,  that  there  have  been 
fome  Men  of  fenfe  who  could  both  acknowledge 
and  admire  learning  and  wit  in  a  Woman .  Or  was 
he  at  all  converfant  in  the  republic  of  literature, 
he  could  not  be  unacquainted  with  the  merits  of 
Mademoifelle  Le  Fevre ,  afterwards  Madam  Lacier, 
and  Madam  Scuderie  *,  to  the  former  of  whom  we 
owe  many  excellent  tranflations,  and  valuable  cri- 
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ticifms  on  the  Greek  and  Latin  poets  ;  and  to  the 
latter  feveral  curious  effays,  befides  the  lhare  Ihe 
had  in  thofe  of  her  brother.  I  don’t  fuppofe  he 
has  fo  much  as  heard  of  Signora  Cornara ,  probably 
Hill  living,  who  before  Ihe  attain’d  the  age  of 
thirty  was  perfedt  miftrefs  of  feveral  different 
languages,  and  all  the  branches  of  polite  learning, 
befides  having  gone  through  a  compleat  courfe  of 
every  Science  dependent  on  Philofophy,  with  fuch 
fuccefs  as  to  attradl  the  admiration  and  efteem  of 
the  greateft  Men  in  Europe .  Neither  can  I  think 
he  ever  heard  the  leaft  mention  of  Madam  G  our  my, 
of  France ,  who  publilh’d  a  treatife  on  the  equality 
of  the  fexes,  or  of  Signora  Marinella  of  Italy , 
who  wrote  another  on  the  fuperior  nobility  of  the 
fair  fex  :  And  tho*  he  has  got  by  rote  the  name  of 
Madam  Schurman ,  fure  he  could  not  be  acquainted 
with  either  her  writings  or  her  talents  :  otherwife 
he  might  have  fpared  me  the  pains  of  quoting  the 
names  of  thefe  illuftrious  ladies,  who  might  them- 
felves  have  fpared  the  trouble  of  writing  in  defence 
of  the  Women,  as  they  themfelves  were  the  beft  ar¬ 
guments  of  their  fex’s  fuperior  capacity.  Tho’mofl 
people  who  know  any  thing  know  it,  left  our  ad- 
verfary  fhould  not,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  inform 
him,  that  this  laft  mention’d  lady  was  perfectly 
verfed  in  the  Hebrew ,  Syriac,  Arabic,  Chaldaic , 
Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  German,  Spanijh ,  Englijb , 

French,  Flemijh ,  and  Dutch  languages-,  was  a 
pretty  poet  in  them  all,  was  miftrefs  of  every 
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branch  of  Philofophy  ;  and  to  her  univerfal  know™ 
ledge  of  the  fciences  added  a  delicate  tafte  in  the 
polite  amufements  of  Painting  and  Mujic  :  and  all 
this  before  fhe  was  completely  thirty  years  old. 

I  might  be  expefled  to  pay  fome  compliment  to 
the  eminent  ladies  of  my  own  country  :  but  I  can¬ 
not  think  it  in  the  lead  neceflary.  Let  it  fuffice 
that  Erafmus  has  given  us  the  account  of  Sir 
Ehomas  Moore's  daughters  ;  without  mentioning 
thole  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon ,  not  behind  hand  with 
the  former  for  wit  or  learning.  As  for  lady  Pem¬ 
broke^  Sir  Philip  Sidney  has  immortalized  her  ge¬ 
nius  *,  and  for  the  parts  and  extenfive  knowledge 
of  Mary  queen  of  Scots,  lady  V/inchelfea ,  Mrs. 
Philips ,  and  many  other  EngliJJo  geniufes  and  poe- 
teiles  of  our  fex,  their  bed:  panegyric  is  the  mo- 
defly  with  which  they  labour’d  to  conceal  their 
abilities.  But  for  this  obflacle  they  have  put  to 
their  fame,  the  IP  omen  of  Great  Britain  might  fhine 
in  equal  numbers,  and  with  the  fame  luftre,  as  thofe 
of  Greece ,  Rome ,  or  any  other  country  ;  as  the  lift 
of  truly  learned  Women  in  general  might,  for  ought 
I  know,  far  exceed  that  of  the  folidly  learned  of 
tike  oppofite  fex.  At  leaft,  were  the  bare  familiar 
letters  of  both  fexes  to  be  produced  for  a  trial  of 
wit  between  both,  I  fancy  the  Men  would  be  the 
firft  to  put  in  a  demur. 

It  is  more  than  plain  then,  that  whenever  the 
Women  have  been  upon  any  degree  of  equal  ad¬ 
vantage  with  the  Men>  they  have  always  run  at 

leaft 
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ieaft  parallel  with  them  in  moil  things,  and  even 
outftript  them  in  fome  particulars  ;  and  that  there 
are  almoft  an  infinity  of  our  fex,  who,  had  they 
had  the  like  advantages,would  have  made  an  equal 
progrefs  with  them  in  ufefui  knowledge. 

And  yet,  though  from  the  cradle  the  fofteft 
fex  gives  the  fairefl  hopes,  fuch  is  the  un- 
juft  partiality  of  the  Men  to  the  blockheads  of 
their  own,  that  all  the  advantages  of  education  are 
wholly  referved  for  them.  The  greateft  care  is 
taken  to  form  and  improve  their  minds  ;  and  the 
poor  Women  are  left  to  loiter  away  life  in  indolence 
and  ignorance,  or  at  beft  are  employ’d  in  fuch 
offices  only  as  the  Men  think  the  loweft  and  moft 
fervile. 

In  fa£t,  nothing  is  omitted  to  give  our  fex  a  de¬ 
generate  way  of  thinking,  and  to  reduce  them  to 
as  narrow  a  way  of  adting.  All  their  fcience  is 
confined  to  the  needle  *,  and  the  looking-glafs  is 
the  great  oracle  they  are  taught  to  confult  for 
their  deportment.  The  induftry  with  which  the 
bufinefs  of  drefs  is  inculcated  to  a  young  girl 
makes  her  give  up  her  favourite  hours  to  it.  The 
ogles,  the  figns,  the  love-tales,  the  encomiums  on 
her  beauty,  and  the  fulfome  compliments  fhe  is 
eternally  pefter’d  with,  decoy  her  unawares  into 
placing  all  her  happinefs  in  being  admired,  and 
contribute  to  fill  her  mind  with  vanity  and  imper¬ 
tinence.  Dancing,  reading,  writing,  and  playing 
a  foft  tune,  are  the  fum  ol  her  compleateft  educa¬ 
tion  ; 
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tion  ;  the  books  her  Father  or  Guardian  ftocks  her 
ftudy  with  are  at  beft  a  treatife  or  two  of  devotion, 
a  few  play-books,  and  a  fet  of  romances  ■,  and  all 
her  entertainments  are  limited  to  balls,  operas,  and 
faffiions.  Such  of  our  fex  as  diftinguifh  themfelves 
by  ufeful  and  inftrudtive  books  they  have  feized 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  and  often  by  health,  are 
frequently  forced  to  hide  them  from  the  eyes  of  the 
Men ,  whofe  envy  is  ever  ready  to  fneer  them  out 
of  the  true  knowledge  of  themfelves  and  the  world: 
nay,  they  are  forced  to  hide  them  even  from 
fuch  of  their  own  jealous  companions  as  have  ear- 
lily  loft  a  reliffi  for  the  like  entertainments,  thro* 
the  crafty  pradiices  of  the  Men  they  have  been 
ruled  by. 

So  that  there  is  no  wonder  if  Women ,  being  bred 
in  this  limited  manner,  ffiould  fometimes  be  guilty 
of  overfights  when  they  are  engaged  in  a  marriage 
itate.  v  which  they  are  but  too  often  inhumanly 
forced  into  againfl  their  inclinations,  and  even 
without  fo  much  as  being  confulted,  like  Negroes 
bought  and  fold  at  a  Weft-India  fair. 

And  yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  advantages 
which  the  Men  have  engrolfed  to  themfelves,  and 
all  the  dii advantages  they  have  laid  Women  under, 
there  needs  but  a  common  degree  of  obfervation 
to  perceive,  that  the  cafe  of  the  tv/o  fexes  is  like 
that  of  two  brothers,  of  the  fame  parents  *,  between 
whom  this  is  the  only  great  difference,  the  elder 
got  the  ftart  in  coming  into  the  world,  and  the 

younger 
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younger  makes  the  bell  figure  in  it.  To  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  we  need  only  compare  them  to¬ 
gether,  or  converfe  with  them  apart.  The  Women 
are  ftately  and  graceful  in  their  carriage,  uniform 
and  prudent  in  their  addons,  referved  and  yet  eafy 
in  their  converfations,  and  their  words  are  gene¬ 
rally  a  flow  of  fenfe  and  fmcerity.  The  Men,  on 
the  reverfe,  are  for  the  moft  part  odd  and  antic  in 
their  geftures  ;  rafh  and  unfettled  in  their  conduct- 

y 

forward,  loofe,  weak  and  vicious  in  their  language 

O  ZD  * 

When  Women  exprefs  their  thoughts,  their  words 
coft  them  nothing,  order  is  eafy  to  them,  and  fan¬ 
cy  fupplies  them  with  'inexhauftible  funds.  If  a 
queftion  is  ftarted  to  them,  they  have  the  point  at 
once,  they  view  it  with  one  glance  in  all  its  lights  ; 
and,  when  they  find  it  worth  an  anfwer,  return 
fuch  a  clear,  fuccindt  and  decifive  one,  as  renders 
a  reply  often  needlefs.  They  are  neither  fond  of 
contradiction,  nor  addidted  to  difpute,  and  are  ge¬ 
nerally  averfe  to  thofe  technical,  hard,  and  fcien- 
tific  terms,  with  which  the  generality  of  pretend¬ 
ers  to  learning  of  the  other  fex  fluff  their  works. 
Wherever  they  are  free  enough  to  give  their  own 
opinion,  it  is  fo  fquared  with  fenfe,  fo  fuited  to 
time  and  place,  and  fo  mix’d  with  fweetnefs  and 
decency,  that  it  feldom  fails  to  infinuate  into  the 
minds  of  their  company,  like  the  genial  warmth 
of  temperate  fun-fhine  into  the  bowels  of  nature. 
Whereas, what  the  Men  utter  is  moftly  dry,  ruftic, 
barren,  and  obfcure.  "What  is  molt  unintelligi- 
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ble  firft  attra&s  their  attention,  becaufe  the  neareft 
to  myftery.  In  a  word,  the  generality  of  Men^ 
whom  the  world  calls  learned,  are  a  fpecies  of  o- 
ver-topt  mortals,  who  feem  to  have  fluff’d  their 
heads  with  ftudy,  only  to  confound  their  under- 
ftanding.  Nothing  comes  eafily  from  them  *,  and 
fuch  is  the  labour  they  are  at  in  digging  for  ex- 
preflion,  that  they  either  lofe  the  thought,  or 
throw  it  out  in  a  manner  which  makes  them  ap¬ 
pear  but  like  drudges,  employ’d  by  the  nicer  ar- 
tifls  of  our  fex  to  cut  diamonds  from  a  rock :  the 
rough  and  fhapelefs  things  they  hew  out  we  are 
forced  to  polifh,  and  give  luftre  and  play  to.'  Nay, 
fome  of  them  have  but  juft  enough  vivacity  to 
diftinguifn  them  from  rocks  themfelves  •,  and, 
whatever  luftre  and  value  they  may  intrinfically 
poffefs,  are  but  fo  many  buried  treafures  till  we  take 
them  in  hand. 

Occiput  is  one  of  thefe  rough  diamonds,  a  mere 
unpolifh’d  being,  all  brilliancy  within,  but  fo  out¬ 
wardly  befet  with  aukwardnefs,  that  every  fmooth 
coxcomb,  tho5  of  lefs  value  than  a  Briftol-ftone ,  ap¬ 
pears  with  more  luftre  in  public.  With  a  lively 
penetrating  genius,  he  poffeffes  folidity  of  judg¬ 
ment,  both  which  the  advantage  of  liberal  ftudies 
has  greatly  improved  ;  and,  thanks  to  his  own  in- 
duftry  and  good  tafte,  as  well  as  to  the  affiftance 
of  reading  and  matters,  he  has  acquired  an  exten¬ 
sive  knowledge  in  books  and  Men :  a  lawyer  by 

profeffion,  by  talent  a  poet  j  prodigious !  he  is  the 

'  one 
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ione  without  difhonefty,  and  the  other  without  va¬ 
nity,  and  yet  bids  fair  for  raifing  his  fortune  by 
his  bufmefs,  and  his  reputation  by  hisamufements. 
A  modeft,  candid,  and  ingenious  critic  of  other 
men’s  works,  he  fhews  himfelf  an  accurate  fpright- 
ly  author  in  his  own.  Who  would  not  think  it  an 
advantage  to  fo  much  perfonal  merit  for  the  perfon 
to  be  fet  in  full  view  ?  But !  if  perufmg  his  pro¬ 
ductions  you  with  to  converfe  with  the  Man,  when 
you  view  himfelf  you  are  ftrangely  tempted  to 
fancy  him  incapable  of  converfing  with  you.  With 
Coke  and  Horace  he  is  all  alive ;  but  take  him  from 
both  and  he  feldom  appears  half  awake.  In  com¬ 
pany  he  is  ever  fneaking  behind,  as  if  afhamed  of 
his  companions,  or  afraid  they  fhould  be  afhamed 
of  him  :  and  indeed,  but  for  his  head  and  his  heart, 
his  garb  and  his  gait  would  almoft  juftify  their  be¬ 
ing  fo.  His  cloaths,  which  generally  look  the  re¬ 
fute  of  Monmouth-ftreet ,  would  fit  any  one  better 
than  him  ;  and  his  wig,  made  of  the  beard  of  old 
Aaron ,  which  innumerable  fhowers  have  wafh’d  all 
the  oil  off,  and  fucceeding  fun-beams  have  recti¬ 
fied  into  rufhes,  gives  him  fuch  a  felonious  look, 
that,  without  knowing  fomething  of  him,  no  one 
could  well  be  mentally  prefent  where  he  is,  for 
confulting  the  fafety  of  their  pockets.  Then,  he 
never  ereCts  his  head  but  in  making  a  bow ;  and  on 
other  occafions,  when  an  eafy  bending  of  the  neck 
is  becoming,  he  walks  as  if  he  thought  all  joints 

ufelefs  but  in  the  hips  and  fhoulders  •>  to  guefs  by 
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their  motion,  you  would  take  his  legs  for  a  pair  of 
Hilts,  and  either  arm  for  the  fwing  of  a  pump. 
But  when  he  Hands  or  fits,  his  whole  body  is  bent 
like  the  Halk  of  a  poppy  under  the  weight  of  its 
dower,  or  rather  like  a  collier’s  back  under  a  bufhel 
of  coals.  If  he  is  filent,  he  looks  as  if  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fay  *,  and,  when  he  talks,  feems  afraid  of 
what  he  fays.  Tho*  whatever  he  utters  is  good  in 
itfelf,  and  quite  to  the  purpofe,  it  comes  from  him 
like  contreband  tea,  with  fuch  confufion,  falfe 
modeHy,  and  fo  feemingly  by  Health,  as  makes 
one  almoH  cautious  of  dealing  with  him.  The 
truth  is,  he  confiders  fatire  as  a  general  excife  up¬ 
on  wit,  which,  tho’  no  one  has  lefs  caufe  to  be  un- 
eafy  about,  a  kind  of  intellectual  avarice  makes 
him  unwilling  to  fubmit  to.  Wherefore,  like  a 
covetous  trader,  rather  than  pay  the  ufual  cuHom 
for  the  large  creditable  commerce  of  a  fair  dealer,  * 
he  chufes  to  confine  himfelf  to  the  narrow  fphere 
of  a  fmuggler  in  converfation.  No  wonder  then 
his  converfation  is  without  fpirit,  his  delivery 
without  grace,  and  his  carriage  without  dignity  : 
all  which  is  owing  to  the  want  of  that  modeH  af- 
furance  which  confcious  worth  ought  to  give  him. 
Defirous  of  Heering  the  mid- way  between  levity 
and  dulnefs,  the  dread  of  falling  into  one  extreme 
joHles  him  into  another.  In  running  at  a  break¬ 
neck  rate  from  the  ridicule  of  others,  he  Humbles 
into  lampooning  himfelf ;  forfeits  in  trines  the 
wifdom  he  purfues,  and  the  fools  he  has  the  head 

to 
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to  defpife,  he  has  the  weaknefs  of  heart  to  under- 
aft,  for  fear  of  feeming  like  them.  Now,  muft  it 
not  be  own’d  that,  if  Occiput  has  parts  and  learn¬ 
ing,  he  has  them  to  very  little  purpofe  •,  fince  they 
ferve  only  to  make  him  appear  a  Jlovenly ,  formal , 
aukward  Scholar  ?  And  yet  I  will  not,  to  mimic 
my  adverfary,  fay,  that  it  is  happy  this  gentleman 
is  not  married.  I  am  rather  difpofed  to  think  it 
a  pity  he  fhould  not  be  married  before  his  outward 
coat  of  oddities  be  too  much  harden’d  into  habit 
for  a  wife  to  polifh  away.  If  any  of  our  fex  v/as 
to  take  him  in  hand,  in  all  probability  fhe  might 
gradually  fmooth  him  into  eafe^  laugh  oft  his  for¬ 
mal  bafhfulnefs,  and  at  the  fmall  expence  of  a  gen¬ 
teel  fuit  of  cloaths,  a  new  wig,  a  little  powder 
and  oil,  and  a  few  leffons  from  Glover ,  mould  the 
ruftic  fcholar  into  a  compleat  gentleman,  by  finifh- 
ing  to  convince  him  that  it  is  no  ornament  to 
a  Man  of  fenfe  to  make  the  figure  of  a  fool ;  nor 
any  blemifh  to  the  merit  of  an  honeft  Man  to  drefs 
like  one. 

If  th  ere  be  any  truth  in  that  prevailing  notion, 
that  where  both  parents  have  fenfe  the  children 
feldom  have  much,  I  would  by  no  means  propofe 
a  match  between  this  gentleman  and  the  learned 
lady  my  adverfary ’s  acquaintance.  For  tho’  I 
give  little  credit  to  the  library  which  he  has  been 
pieafed  to  provide  her  with,  and  which  could  not 
contribute  to  make  her  what  he  confeffes  her  to  be  ; 
yet  from  the  fketch  he  has  given  of  her  natural 

parts* 
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parts,  it  appears  that  her  oddities  and  Occiput's  are 
owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  and  a  little  matter  would 
linifh  both  the  compleat  perfons  they  are  capable 
of  being  ;  and  therefore  I  think  it  highly  unfit 
they  fhould  be  man  and  wife,  however  like  one  ano¬ 
ther,  left  they  fhould  beget  fuch  another  wit  as 
our  adverfary. 

But  at  his  return  to  England ,  I  think  it  would 
be  very  proper  to  publifh  the  banns  between  Campo - 
bianco  and  my  adverfary’s  Dromonia.  For  if  it  be 
true  that  the  wifeft  children  are  the  offspring  of  a 
fool  and  a  mad -man,  why  may  it  not  be  as  pro¬ 
bable  that  a  crofs  breed  of  oafifh  fanaticifm 
and  wild  enthufiafm  fhould  produce  an  orthodox 
babe  of  grace  ?  If  Dromonia  is  filly  to  an  extra¬ 
vagance  of  bigotry,  Campo -bianco  is  frantic  to  the 
utmoft  fury  of  fenfelefs  zeal.  Commiffion’d  by  a 
folemn  fquint  of  devotion,  the  fwelling  of  felf-ap- 
plaufe,  and  the  knawings  of  envious  want  of 
merit,  he  can  preach  anarchy  up  to  the  eminence 
of  chriftian  obedience,  blow  pride  to  the  warmth 
of  religious  ardour,  and  deal  out  damnation  by 
wholefale  at  the  expence  of  the  clergy.  A  zealous 
apoftle  of  Satan,  he  can  look  the  faint  and  put  on 
the  fimilitude  of  an  angel  of  light,  to  make  the 
good  rebel,  and  the  wicked  blafpheme  through  del- 
pair.  He  can  thin  churches  by  church  authority, 
overthrow  fcripture  by  its  own  words,  cant  virtue 
out  of  pradfice,  and  religion  into  conlufion.  He 
has  bilk’d  the  poor  of  their  induftry,  the  rich  of 

their 
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their  money  ;  rob’d  one  half  of  the  people  of  theie 
fenfes,  the  other  half  of  their  confcience  ;  talk’d 
libertines  out  of  all  hopes  of  repentance,  the  vir¬ 
tuous  into  diffidence  of  their  falvation,  and  depri¬ 
ved  church  and  ftate  of  the  means  to  redtify  this 
diforder  by  the  contempt  he  has  rail’d  them  into. 
Nay,  a  mere  ecclefiaftical  prig,  by  an  odd  kind  of 
miracle,  he  has  at  once  render’d  venerable  and  ri¬ 
diculous  the  moft  contemptible  fopperies,  by  a  for¬ 
mal  coalition  of  jarring  ones  in  his  own  grotefque 
figure  *,  has  ranted  a  coxcomb’s  toupee  out  of 
buckle  in  a  fmartly  frofted  bob,  puff’d  away  the 
powder  from  one  young  girl’s  locks  without  ruf¬ 
fling  his  own,  and  with  his  gold-watch  in  his 
hand  preach’d  poverty  to  another  fo  pathetically, 
that  he  had  melted  the  golden  pride  on  her  man- 
teel  into  folid  humility  in  his  own  purfe,  if  he 
had  not  been  unluckily  defeated  with  a  fmart  re¬ 
partee  by  the  ferpent  of  her  wit. 

However,  if  this  folid  Divine  ffiould  have  too 
high  an  opinion  of  his  own  country  to  entertain 
any  hopes  of  gulling  it  a  third  time,  and  Bromo - 
via  too  mean  a  one  of  Penfilvania  to  hazard  a 
voyage  thither  ;  let  her  not  defpair  of  a  hufband, 
while  Puzzle-Confcience  is  in  being.  This  worthy 
perfonage,  without  being  a  Divine,  has  allthe  merit 
repaifite  to  qualify  him  for  a  Mitre,  as  Mitres  are 
fonetimes  bellow’d.  He  is  one  of  your  good  fort 
of  Men,  whole  goodnefs,  not  unlike  fome  of  our 
Engifh  country  roads,  is  excellent  at  bottom  ;  but 

(as 
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(as  the  peafants  exprefs  themfelves)  there's  a  wcondy 
woy  to’t.  Bled  with  an  energic  corpulence  of  fleth 
and  a  happy  broadnefs  of  vifage,  where  native  dul- 
nefs  ranges  through  every  feature  unhaunted  by 
the  fhadow  of  meaning,  he  looks  a  very  bifliop  for 
gravity.  His  brain,  the  pafture- ground  of  folly, 
ignorance,  and  bigotry,  like  a  heath  of  fern  and 
lurz,  is  a  kind  of  vacant  plenitude ,  if  I  may  call 
it  fo,  of  fcriptural  texts  and  common-place  ar¬ 
guments  fitted  for  every  religious  topic  ;  which,  by 
the  help  of  an  all-infpiring  pipe  of  Tobacco  and 
a  pot  of  porter,  he  often  applies  with  uncommon 
fuccefs.  The  fairnefs  of  his  wig,  the  finugnefs 
of  his  drefs,  which  for  an  old  beau  is  fmart  enough, 
and  a  fortunate  fettlednefs  of  phiz,  add  fuch  force  to 
his  difcourfe,  that,  after  fome  hours  talk,  he  feldom 
fails  to  convince  you  that  he  is  very  earned:  about 
fomething  that  is  defignediy  good,  tho’  you  can¬ 
not  tell  what.  He  is  fo  eaten  up  with  the  zeal  of 
the  houfe  of  the  Lord  as  to  retain  but  little  for 
himfelf ;  and  therefore,  if  he  is  impertinently  for¬ 
ward  in  rebuking  his  neighbours  for  their  conduct, 
they  are  the  more  obliged  to  him,  as  his  charity 
renders  him  follicitous  to  make  others  as  good 
chriftians  as  he  thinks  he  is.  If  you  copy  not  after 
him,  he  will  be  friendly  enough  to  tell  you  of  your 
mi  flake  *,  and,  if  you  do,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  but 
he  alters  his  practice,  convinced  that  cannot  be 
lawful  tor  him  to  do  which  he  fees  done  by  rail 
tinners.  Nor  is  he  more  fparing  in  his  pioiu  re- 
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proofs  to  the  clergy  than  to  the  laity  ;  he  has  con- 
fulted  a  body  of  Divines  about  a  lady’s  dropping 
afleep  in  church,  and,  the  manner  of  their  own  be¬ 
haviour  out  of  it ;  he  once  afk’d  me,  pioufly 
Haring  me  out  of  countenance,  whether  I  ever  faid 
my  prayers  with  fincerity  *  and  to  fhew  his  own 
lincerity  another  time,  afk’d  a  reverend  clergyman, 
with  graceful  ferioufnefs,  whether  he  ever  com¬ 
mitted  fornication  after  he  was  in  orders  :  nay,  I 
am  told,  he  defigns,  if  ever  the  Convocation  fhould 
fit  again  in  his  time,  to  propofe  for  their  advance¬ 
ment  in  perfection,  that  all  Church-men  fball  go 
cloath’d  in  fack-cloth,  and  wear  linen  a  groat  a 
yard  cheaper  than  winnow-fheets. 

I  muff  confefs  that  fuch  geniufes  as  thefe  out- 
top  the  abilities  of  our  fex  for  divinity,  as  moil  of 
the  philofophic  tribe  of  that  fex  diftance  us  in  tri- 
fling  with  the  fciences.  But  however  we  may  be 
excluded  from  the  facred  ftudies  by  the  laws  of 
God,  for  the  reafons  I  have  already  hinted  in  my 
former  Effay  •,  yet  I  defy  the  Men  to  prove  from 
any  arguments,  divine  or  human,  that  we  are  by 
nature  unqualified  for  divinity,  or  by  any  laws  of 
God  or  nature  prohibited  or  difencouraged  every 
other  commendable  fcience  *,  or  even  that  we  are 
lefs,  or  not  more,  capable  of  fucceeding  in  the 
ftudy  of  them  then  any  of  the  Men . 

Indeed,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  we ‘have  no 
fhare  with  them  in  the  external  advantages  leading 
thereto  s  but  are  we  therefore  incapable  of  them  l 
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To  convince  us  of  this,  the  Men  fhould  prove,  that 
the  reafon  why  we  are  not  admitted  to  them  is  be- 
caufe  we  are  efTentially  unable  to  reap  any  benefit 
from  them.  But  this  they  will  find  an  impracti¬ 
cable  talk.  Whereas  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter 
to  prove,  that  the  very  reafon  why  they  themfelves 
acquire  fo  very  little  benefit  from  the  fciences  is  the 
confufed  notion  they  have  of  them  in  general. 

One  grand  vulgar  error  which  has  crept  into 
Philofophy ,  through  the  extravagance  of  mannifh 
learning,  is  the  very  great  diftinCtion  made  among 
the  fciences.  Infomuch,  that,  to  follow  their 
round-about  methods  of  teaching  them,  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  find  any  coherence  in  them  ;  and  hence 
perhaps  it  is  that  human  underftanding  is  consi¬ 
der’d  in  fo  limited  a  light,  as  to  be  thought  inca¬ 
pable  of  excelling  in  many  fciences.  If  we  hunt 
this  chimera  up  to  its  fource,  we  fhall  find  it  to 
proceed  from  the  fame  caufe  with  that  which  in¬ 
fluences  their  weak  opinion  of  Womankind ,  to  wit. 
Prejudice  :  which,  confounding  Cuftom  with  Na¬ 
ture  ^  takes  the  difpofltion  of  different  perfons  to 
different  fciences  for  an  effeCt  of  natural  tempera¬ 
ment,  when  in  reality  it  is  oftener  the  cafual 
effeCt  of  neceffity,  chance,  or  education.  So  that 
would  the  Men  once  make  a  Sacrifice  of  prejudice 
to  reafon,  how  plainly  might  they  not  fee,  that  there 
is  in  faCt  but  one  great  Science  in  the  world, whence 
all  the  reft,  like  fo  many  branches  from  their 
trunk,  are  natural  emanations  •,  which  is,  the  know¬ 
ledge 
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ledge  of  ourfelves  and  all  external  objects  accord  - 
ing  to  their  manner  of  affecting  us.  The  reft  of 
our  knowledges  are  all  dependent  on  this  ^  and  this 
well  underftood,  the  others,  propofed  in  order  and 
method,  have  no  greater  difficulty,  nor  any  thing 
in  them  which  the  meaneft  Women  are  not  as  capa¬ 
ble  of  reaching  as  the  greateft  Men,  The  Ideas 
of  natural  obje&s  are  abfolutely  neceffary,  and 
thefe  are  form’d  in  all  after  the  fame  manner. 
Adam  and  Eve  had  them,  as  we  have  :  we  firft 
received  them  as  children  now  do,  and  they  have 
no  other  way  of  entrance  into  the  minds  of  Men 
than  of  Women ,  both  acquire  them  by  the  ufe  of 
the  fenfes. 

There  is  nothing  more  wanting  than  fenfation, 
refle&ion,  and  attention  in  obferving  the  different 
appearances  of  nature,  to  difcourfe  on  their  effects. 
By  the  help  of  thefe  any  one  will  be  capable  of  re¬ 
marking  that  the  luminous  bodies  in  the  heavens 
are  of  an  igneous  nature,  fince  they  both  warm  and 
light  us  as  our  terreftrial  fires  do  *,  and  to  judge  of 
their  motion  and  courfes,  there  needs  no  more  than 
comparatively  to  confider  their  different  and  fuc- 
ceffive  appearances  by  the  help  of  proper  inftruments. 
Now  whoever  are  able  to  contain  great  defigns  in 
the  mind,  and  fet  the  fprings  of  them  in  agitation, 
may  with  equal  eafe  and  exadlnefs  turn  there  the 
whole  machine  of  the  world,  if  they  are  but  care¬ 
ful  to  remark  its  different  appearances.  The  mind 
is  always  in  a&icn,  and  fhe  who  has  once  obferved 
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the  main  fpring  of  nature,  and  knows  how  it  pro¬ 
ceeds  in  one  thing,  may,  without  much  drudgery, 
difcover  its  manner  of  operating  in  another :  there 
are  but  different  degrees  between  the  impreffion 
made  by  the  Sun>  and  by  a  fpark  of  fire ;  nor  is 
there  any  other  difference  than  that  of  more  or  lefs, 
effential  or  participative,  in  all  the  analogies  of  na¬ 
ture.  So  that,  to  become  perfectly  verfed  in  them 
all,  there  is  neither  required  exceffive  ftrefs  upon  the 
mind,  nor  violent  exercife  of  the  body. 

In  works  of  fancy  there  is  much  more  induflry 
and  genius  wanting,  as  they  are  arbitrary,  and  not 
to  be  perfe£ted  fo  much  by  rule  as  by  ftrength  of 
judgment  and  delicacy  of  tafte  ;  which  is  the  rea- 
lon  perhaps  why  few  Men  fucceed  in  them  fo  well 
as  the  Women .  This  is  evident  in  the  works  of  the 
needle,  the  tent,  and  the  loom  :  where  very  great 
fkill,  judgment  and  dexterity  are  required  todiftri- 
bute  the  threads,  to  mingle  the  colours,  to  diver- 
fify  the  fhades,  to  obferve  the  proportions  on  a  can¬ 
vas,  and  fo  place  the  figures  as  neither  to  join  them 
too  clofe,  nor  place  them  too  much  afunder  ;  to 
link  the  threads  together,  and  render  the  knots 
imperceptible  •,  in  a  word,  to  place  no  more  in  one 
rank  than  in  another  ;  neither  to  croud  the  fcene, 
nor  leave  it  too  bare  *,  and  fo  to  play  with  art  as  to 
conceal  its  affiflance,  and  make  the  whole  look 
with  the  eafy  air  of  one  of  nature’s  frolics.  To 
arrive  to  any  perfefdion  in  this,  there  is  need  of  in¬ 
vention  \  whereas,  to  become  miftrefs  of  the  fci- 
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cnees,  a  Woman  has  nothing  more  to  do  than  to 
infpect  with  order  works  already  done,  compleat  in 
their  kind,  and  ever  uniform.  And  fuch  Women , 
as  fail  of  fuccefs  in  the  ftudy  of  them,  mifs  their 
aim  more  from  |the  want  of  fkill  and  method  in 
their  mailers,  than  from  the  obfeurity  of  the  ob- 
jefts  themfelves,  or  their  own  incapacity.  For  it 
we  ferioufly  confider,  we  lhall  be  obliged  to  own 
that  every  one  of  the  rational  fciences  requires 
much  lefs  genius  and  time  than  is  neceffary  to 
reach  to  any  excellence  in  tapeftry,  point,  or  em¬ 
broidery,  in  which  the  Women  undeniably  far  ex- 

cel  the  Men. 

The  caufe  then  of  the  Men' s  thinking  that  fo 
much  trouble  is  neceffary  to  acquire  a  few  know¬ 
ledges,  is  the  tautology  with  which  they  croud 
their  methods  of  attaining  to  them.  To  make  their 
pupils  reach  one  neceffary  truth,  they  often  lead 
them  a  wild-goofe  chafe  through  many  unprofita¬ 
ble  ones.  All  their  knowledge  generally  confifts 
in  a  confufed  hiftory  of  other  Men’s  fentiments 
who  have  gone  before  them  ;  hence  moll  Men  re 
pofing  on  cuflom,  and  the  credit  they  give  to  their 
mailers,  few  have  the  good  fortune  to  gain  a  clear 
conception  of  things,  for  want  of  a  natural  and 
concife  method  in  ftudying  them.  And  therefore 
perhaps  one  reafon  why  W vnen,  when  they  apply 
to  the  fciences,  make  fo  much  greatei  pioficiency, 
in  lefs  time  and  with  lefs  labour,  than  the  Men,  is 
their  having  a  greater  brilliancy  of  parts,  and  fo- 
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lidity  of  judgment,  to  enable  them  to  fteer  the 
ihorter  way  to  truth. 

The  two  gie.it  ends  for  which  we  apply  our- 
felves  to  ftudy  aie,  undoubtedly, to  attain  to  a  true 
knowledge  oi  things,  and  by  that  knowledge  to 
foar  to  virtue.  Now  if  one  truth  will  not  choak 
the  Men,  they  muft  own  that  the  major  part  of  our 
lex  are  in  poflellion  of  virtue,  which  they  could 
not  be,  without  fufficient  knowledge  to  acquire  and 
retain  it.  Wherefore,  fince  knowledge  is  the  hand¬ 
maid  to  virtue,  and  the  Women  in  poffeffion  of  this, 
it  is  the  peculiar  praile  of  moft  of  them  to  have 
gain  cl  the  principal  advantage  of  all  fciences  with¬ 
out  the  opportunity  of  Undying  them,  while  all 
the  ftudy  ol  the  Men  feems  ufeful  only  to  alienate 
them  from  the  great  end  they  were  defign’d  for. 
It  cannot  then  be  doubted  that  the  Women, ,  who 
make  fuch  excellent  ufe  of  the  little  knowledge 
they  are  allow’d,  would  infinitely  furpafs  the  Men , 
had  they  an  equal  lhare  with  them  in  the  advan- 
tages  of  education  i  fince  it  is  very  vifible  that  they 
have  much  more  natural  capacity,  and  difpofition 
for  improving  it.  But  as  it  is,  granting  an  equal 
capacity  in  both  fexes,  ’tis  a  greater  wonder  that 
there  ever  fhould  have  been  one  learned  Woman , 
than  it  would  have  been  had  all  the  Men  been  fo, 

si  we  do  but  confider  the  inequality  of  education 

given  to  the  two  fexes. 

It  is  commonly  believed  that  Eurks^  Barbarians , 
and  Moors ,  are  not  fo  capable  of  learning  as  Eu¬ 
ropeans. 
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topeans .  And  yet,  fhould  we  once  fee  half  a  dozen 
Ethiopian  Doctors  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge ,  eminent 
in  the  fciences  they  profeffed,  we  fhould  entertain 
a  better  notion  of  them.  And  furely  Women  de~ 
lerve  at  lead:  as  much  juftice  from  the  Men  as  fa- 
vages  do,  and  may  claim  as  much  right  to  their 
altering  their  opinion.  Should  a  Man,  on  account 
of  the  ignorance  which  at  prefent  prevails  in 
Greece ,  tell  a  Grecian  that  all  his  countrymen  are 
naturally  incapable  of  ftudying  the  fciences ;  muft 
he  not  blufh  if  he  had  any  grace  left,  to  hear  the 
Grecian  quote  him  the  illuftrious  names  of  a  Plato , 
an  Arifiotle ,  and  many  other  antients  of  equal 
parts  and  learning  ?  And  what  would  he  have  to 
reply,  if  the  Grecian  fhould  add,  that  if  his  coun¬ 
try  is  not  as  famous  for  learning  now  as  it  was  for - 
merly ,  it  is  for  want  of  the  fame  advantages  ?  Let 
our  adverfary  then  fay  —  may  not  the  Women  in 
general  make  ufe  of  the  fame  reafoning  ?  There 
have  been  many  Women  illuftrious  for  parts  and 
learning  ^  and  if  there  are  not  (which  I  very  much 
queftion,  if  the  veil  of  modefty  was  thrown  afide) 
as  many  now  as  there  have  been  in  former  ages,  it 
is  becaufe  they  have  not  the  fame  advantages  they 
then  had.  But  does  their  not  having  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  annul  their  right  to  them  ? 

It  has  been  deem’d  neceftary  for  the  fecurity  of 
contracts  and  the  peace  of  families,  that  fuch  as 
with  a  good  confcience  have  been  in  a  long  and 
immemorable  pofteftion  of  the  goods  of  fortune 

fhould 


(  2'7°  ) 

fliould  not  be  liable  to  the  difturbance  of  after- 
claims.  But  it  never  was  heard  of  that  a  perfon, 
who,  by  ignorance,  negledt,  or  the  furprife  of 
others,  has  fallen  from  his  juft  right,  may  not  try 
all  lawful  means  to  recover  his  property  •,  and  his 
incapacity  of  pofleflion  was  never  confider’d  as 
natural  but  only  civil. 

As  the  lame  goods  of  fortune  cannot  at  once 
be  poffeft  by  different  perfons,  it  is  reafonable  to 
maintain  the  adfual  poffelfors  of  them  with  a  good 
confcience  in  poffeffion  of  them,  to  the  prejudice 
of  very  ancient  proprietors.  But  it  fares  not  thus 
with  the  goods  of  the  mind  :  againft  them  there 
can  be  no  prefcription  •,  but  however  long  we  have 
been  excluded  from  them,  our  right  of  Replevin 
continues  inalienable.  Every  rational  being  has 
a  right  to  good  fenfe,  and  all  that  is  intelligible. 
Reafon  is  abfolutely  unlimited  in  her  jurifdietion 
over  mankind  j  we  are  all  born  to  judge  of  what 
concerns  and  affedts  us,  and  if  fome  cannot  ufe 
the  objects  of  fenfe  with  the  fame  facility  as  others, 
all  have  an  equal  right  to  them.  Truth  and 
knowledge,  like  light  and  air,  are  not  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed  by  communication.  On  the  contrary  the 
more  they  are  participated,  the  more  ufeful  and 
pleafing  they  are.  The  greater  the  number  of 
perfons  employ’d  in  the  fearch  of  them  is,  the 
{boner  their  enquries  will  meet  with  fuccefs,  and 
the  more  ample  they  muft  be  *,  and  therefore  had 
both  fexes  been  equally  bufied  in  them,  how  much 

ampler 
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ampler  would  not  their  difcoveries  now  have  been 
than  they  really  are  !  Knowledge  and  truth  then 
are  goods  exempted  from  any  prefcription,  and 
confequently  fo  are  the  fciences  by  which  they  are 
to  be  attain’d  !  So  that  fuch  of  our  fex  as  have  been 
deprived  of  them  hitherto  have  a  right  of  re-entry 
without  any  injury  to  thofe  Men  who  are  in  pof- 
feflion  of  them.  And  they  only,  whofe  intereft  it 
is  to  rule  weak  minds  by  opinion  and  fhew,  have 
any  reafon  to  apprehend  our  re-eftablifhment  in 
our  right  *,  for  fear,  the  fciences  becoming  as  fami¬ 
liar  to  us  as  to  them,  we  fhould  eclipfe  all  their 
glory,  and  fhew  the  littlenefs  of  their  geniufes  by 
the  greatnefs  of  our  own. 

Their  cowardice  then  in  excluding  us  from  the 
fciences  is  nothing  inferior  to  their  infolence  in 

V 

upbraiding  us  with  the  want  of  them.  They  firil 
make  laws  and  cuftoms  to  deprive  us  of  learning, 
and  then  blame  us  for  ignorance.  They  keep  us 
from  the  converfation  of  Men  of  fenfe,  and  then 
are  angry  for  our  converfing  with  fools,  tho*  not 
from  choice  but  neceflity.  Nay  pretend  to  prove 
us  fools  ourfelves,  becaufe  we  have  none  of  their 
fex  to  entertain  us  but  fools.  I  agree  with  my  ad~ 
verfary,  that  it  is  no  bad  rule  to  judge  of  people 
by  the  company  they  are  fond  of  •,  but  lurely  our 
judgment  mull  be  wrong,  when  we  pretend  to 
judge  of  their  merit  by  the  company  which  is  fond 
of  them.  I  have  heard  of  a  Taylor’s  being  in 
love  with  queen  Befs ,  but  am  not  therefore  con- 
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vinced  that  fhe  was  fo  with  the  Taylor.  Nay, 
once  I  was  told  of  a  Footman’s  being  immoderate¬ 
ly  vain  of  having  been  treated  very  familiarly  by 
the  late  K.  of  Sardinia ,  when  the  whole  familiarity 
amounted  only  to  the  king’s  having  given  him  a 
kick  with  a  Sirrah  get  out  my  way .  And  were  the 
fops  and  coxcombs,  who  intrude  themfelves  among 
us,  capable  of  doing  juftice  to  us  or  themfelves  ^ 
they  would  have  little  better  favours  to  boaf:  of 
from  us.  But  granting  fome  to  be  fond  of  their 
company,  it  is  quite  ftupid  to  argue  that  all  our 
fex  are  filly  creatures,  becaufe  thofe  few  are  fo. 
Let  but  a  fair  companion  be  made  and  the  oppofite 
truth  will  appear. 

What  a  prodigious  deal  of  time  and  money  is 
generally  fpent  to  make  the  Men  fit  for  fomething  ; 
feven  years  of  fchool,  as  much  at  college,  and 
often  half  as  much  in  travels :  Which  after  all 
ferve  only  to  compleat  them  clowns,  fops,  dunces 
or  pedants  *,  while  the  Women ,  without  any  of 
thefe  expenfive  aids,  make  appear  a  fine  under- 
flanding  well  improved,  at  an  age  when  the  others 
but  begin  to  learn  the  neceflity  of  hiding  their 
folly  and  ignorance.  Whatever  then  our  adver- 
fary  may  be  difpofed  to  fay  or  think,  experience 
fhews  that  the  generality  of  Women  learn  under  all 
difadvantap*es  to  make  a  better  ufe  of  fenfe  than 
the  Men  do  :  and  if  there  are  fome  incorrigible 
fools  among  us,  I  am  fure  they  are  fools  at  much 
lefs  coft  and  pains  than  thofe  of  the  other  fex. 
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To  prove  the  fuperior  genius  of  Womankind  it  is 
almoft  fufficient  to  behold  them :  their  look  and 
air  is  more  fenfible,  {lately,  and  happy  than  the 
Men's.  In  Women  the  forehead  is  generally  lofty 
and  large,  the  eyes  lively  and  quick,  and  the 
whole  vifage  full  of  vivacity,  which  are  ufual 
marks  with  Phyfiognomifts  of  wit  and  judgment. 
And  their  brain  being  generally  temper’d  with 
heat  and  moifture,  which  renders  the  mind  quick 
and  piercing,  they  have  moftly  an  excellent  ima¬ 
gination,  a  ready  invention,  and  an  eafy  difcern- 
ment.  Their  memory  is  for  the  moft  part  happy 
and  their  fancy  fprightly ;  they  reprefent  things 
with  a  pleafingnefs  that  is  quite  infinuating,  they 
are  confelTedly  fortunate  in  their  expreffion,  and 
much  readier  than  the  Men  in  finding  out  turns  and 
expedients  the  minute  they  are  wanted.  The  na¬ 
tural  wit  of  Women ,  with  a  little  application, 
will  fufiice  to  acquire  them  a  folidity  of  judgment : 
and  many  of  them  have  fhewn  it  with  as  much 
delicacy  as  the  moil  learned  of  the  oppofite  fex. 

This  is  fo  true,  that  the  ablefl  authors  have  gene¬ 
rally  fhewn  more  apprehenfion  for  their  works, 
from  the  criticifmof  the  ladies,  than  of  any  of  their 
own  fex.  For  my  own  part,  I  mufl  confefs  I  am 
much  lefs  concern’d  about  the  judgment  the  Men 
will  pafs  on  this  little  Treatife  and  my  former  one, 
than  I  am  about  the  fate  they  will  meet  with  from 
female  judges.  I  am  fenfible  that  the  ma¬ 
ny  defeats  which  may  be  found  in  both  cannot 
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efcape  their  penetration.  The  ftile  is  not  equal,  nor 
the  expreftions  proportion’d  to  the  dignity  of  the 
fubjed.  I  have  omitted,  even  purpofely,  many 
weighty  obfervations,  which  might  have  greatly 
illuftrated  fome  points  which  I  have  touch’d  upon 
but  flightly,  and  many  fubjeds  I  have  totally 
negleded,  which  had  been  of  themfelves  worthy 
confideration.  But  let  the  charader  I  write  in 
plead  ^jiy  excufe.  Had  it  been  poflible  for  me  to 
chanffe  fex,  and  yet  retain  the  honeft  impartiality 
which  infpires  me  at  prefent  ^  I  might  have  fpoken 
much  bolder  truths.  But  as  I  happen  to  be  a 
Woman ,  many  noble  things  I  might  fay  to  their 
praife,  tho’  I  have  not  the  lead  fhare  in  them, 
would  be  look’d  upon  as  fulfom  compliments  paid 
myfelf,  if  I  ipoke  them  ;  as  they  are  generally 
taken  for  the  excrefcencies  of  gallantry  in  thofe  Men 
who  are  honeft  enough  to  JVomen  to  do  them  juftice. 

Neither  am  I  ignorant  that  fome  ladies  will  be 
angry  with  me  for  what  I  have  faid,  however  con- 
fcious  they  are  of  the  truths  I  have  advanced.  That 
modefty  which  leads  them  into  the  miftake  of  con¬ 
cealing  their  own  fuperior  merit,  and  the  fear  they 
are  in  of  incenfmg  the  irrational  tyrants  of  the  other 
fex  to  redouble  their  ferocity,  will  make  them  look 
upon  this  as  a  rafh  attempt,  which,  inftead  of  heal¬ 
ing  their  wounds,  will  only  be  a  pretext  for  their 
butchers  to  gall  them  with  frelh  ones.  But  let 
them  refled,  that,  if  the  Men  of  fenfe  and  fpirit 
can  but  be  reafon’d  out  of  following  the  example 
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of  the  fools  and  cowards  they  have  to  deal  with ; 
thefe  will  eafily  be  afhamed  and  feared  into  ufing 
Women  better,  to  cloke  that  bafenefs  which  aduates 
them.  For  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  nothing  is 
more  fubjed  to  fear  and  fhame  than  that  bullying 
race  who  ill-treat  their  wives ;  as  nothing  could 
fpirit  a  Man  to  lord  it  over  a  Woman ,  but  that 
heartlefs  cowardice  which  makes  him  fond  of  in- 
fulting  the  only  creature  he  has  a  power  over, 
from  the  fmgle  confideration  of  his  having  more 
brutal  ftrength,  and  a  legal  authority  to  exert  it. 
Befides,  let  fuch  of  my  fair  readers  as  may  be  dif- 
pofed  to  think  I  have  carried  fome  things  too  far, 
relied  that  I  have  no  where  gone  beyond  the 
ilrideft  rules  of  truth  *,  and  if  I  have  too  ftrongly 
proved  our  right  to  an  equal  fhare  of  power,  dig¬ 
nity,  and  efteem  with  the  Men^  and  our  natural 
capacity  of  furpafling  them,  I  have  notwithftand- 
ing  never  aim'd  at  wrefting  the  power  they  are  in 
peiTeiiion  of  out  of  their  hands.  On  the  contrary, 
let  all  I  have  advanced  be  candidly  confider'd,  it 
will  be  found  that  I  have  declared  openly  againft 
it.  I  have  indeed,  in  my  former  Treatife,  and  a- 
gain  in  this,  endeavour'd  to  fpirit  my  Tex  to  have 
that  juft  efteem  for  themfelves  which  is  requifite  to 
force  the  Men  to  pay  them  that  efteem  which  is 
their  due.  If  any  blame  me  for  this,  let  them  re¬ 
fled  on  the  advice  of  Pythagoras  :  Above  all  things , 
be  fure  to  have  a  due  refpebl  for  y  our f elf,  If  we 
think  meanly  of  ourfelves,  how  can  we  be  fur- 
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prized  if  that  ungenerous  fex  fhould  lay  hold  of 
it  to  load  us  with  the  contempt  we  feem  confcious 
of  deferring.  No,  the  only  way  to  force  thofe 
unjuft  creatures  to  do  us  juftice  is  to  be  juft  to 
ourfelves,  by  the  improvement  of  our  minds,  the 
enrichment  of  our  hearts,  and  fuch  a  conduct  as 
may  convince  them,  that  if  we  are  content  to  be 
fubjedt  to  them,  it  is  not  for  want  of  talents  to 
command  them.  I  am  for  ftiewing  them  that  our 
fubmitting  to  a 6t  in  a  more  confined  fphere  is  only 
owing  to  the  fuperiority  of  our  virtue,  and  the 
want  of  that  avarice,  arrogance,  and  ambition, 
which  are  the  great  infpirers  of  the  beft  actions  of 
moft  of  them. 

The  only  indulgence  then  I  have  to  crave  from 
my  fair  partners  in  oppreffion  is,  that  fuch  of  them 
as  modefty,  humility,  or  contradted  timidity, 
» may  have  induced  to  be  difpleafed  with  fome 
ftrokes  of  mine,  would  favour  the  whole  of  what 
I  have  written  with  a  fecond  perufal  in  order  to 
qualify  themfelves  forjudging  juftly  and  unpreju¬ 
dicedly.  If  they  do  this,  whatever  faults  they  may 
find  with  the  method  or  expreffion,  for  being  fo 
fhort  of  the  delicacy  of  their  own  talents  and  tafte, 
I  am  confident  they  cannot  difapprove  of  the  rea- 
foning  and  defign.  I  have  no  where  been  for  the 
Women's  departing  from  their  character  :  but  have 
aim’d  wholly  at  giving  it  its  true  luftre,  by  fhew- 
ing  that  the  modefty,  meeknefs,  humility  and  re- 
ferve,  which  are  fo  infeparably  blended  with  it, 
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are  no  arguments  of  their  wanting  fenfe,  courage, 
condud,  and  fpirit,  to  ad  in  a  much  fuperior 
fphere  than  they  chufe  to  do.  If  I  have  not 
treated  this  fubjed  in  fo  compleat  a  manner  as 
fome  of  my  fex  now  in  being  are  capable  of  doings 
I  frankly  own  it  to  be  more  owing  to  want  of  ge¬ 
nius  than  of  matter.  I  was  confcious,  indeed, 
from  my  firft  fetting  out,  that  among  the  infinite 
arguments  I  could  produce  of  the  fuperior  talents 
of  Woman ,  the  vifible  littlenefs  of  my  own  would 
appear  a  perplexing  argument  againfl  me.  Still 
an  irrefiftible  love  of  truth,  fpite  of  all  difadvanta- 
ges,  made  me  refolve  to  do  the  reft  of  my  fex  all 
the  juftice  I  was  capable  of,  however  I  might  fuf- 
fer  by  having  it  done  to  myfelf.  If  there  be  any 
rafhnefs  in  this,  I  am  content  that  fuch  of  my  fex 
as  are  capable  of  excelling  me  in  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking,  fhould  blame  my  forwardnefs,  provided 
they  will  give  me  leave  to  blame  them  in  turn  for 
their  remifTnefs,  in  not  exerting  their  abilities  in  fo 
juft  a  caufe.  For  the  reft  I  fhall  regret  no  free¬ 
doms  which  any  ladies  may  think  proper  to  take 
with  my  flender  produdions,  if  they  will  but  in¬ 
dulge  me  the  innocent  liberty  of  exhorting  them 
to  apply  themfelves  to  the  fciences,  without  re¬ 
garding  the  little  reafons  of  the  Men ,  whofe  jealou- 
fy  is  fo  induftrious  to  divert  them  from  the  im¬ 
provement  they  might  thence  gather.  Truth  and 
knowledge  are  the  only  objeds  worthy  their  being 
follicitous  after  ^  and  thefe  they  have  a  mind  ca- 
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pable  of  reaching  in  the  molt  perfect  manner.  It 
is  therefore  an  indifpenfable  duty  in  them  to  put 
themfelves  in  a  condition  to  avoid  that  reproach, 
which  the  ftiflirig  truth  and  knowledge  in  igno¬ 
rance  and  indolence  would  juftly  bring  upon  them. 
Neither  have  they  any  other  way  to  guard  them¬ 
felves  from  the  errbr  and  fur-prize  to  which  they 
are  perpetually  expofed,  whofe  knowledge  is  but  a 
kind  of  colledion  of  oral  traditions,  for  the  truth 
of  which  they  have  little  better  than  Gazetteer  au¬ 
thority.  In  a  word,  they  have  no  other  certain 
means  to  fecure  happinefs  to  themfelves  thro5  life 
by  a  heady  pUrfuit  of  virtue  and  prudence. 

What  advantages  and  delight  may  they  not  reap 
from  a  ferious  application  to  ufeful  ftudies,  as  well 
when  they  are  in  company  as  in  private.  The  fa- 
tisfadion  they  taile,  in  hearing  others  difcourfmg 
on  elevated  fubjeds,  may  fuffice  to  give  them  fome 
idea  of  the  exqmfite  pleafure  they  may  reap  by 
being  enabled  to  treat  upon  them  themfelves.  They 
might,  by  fuch  means,  render  the  moil  trivial  to¬ 
pics  of  converfation  fovereignly  profitable  and 
pkafant,  by  treating  them  in  a  more  elegant  man¬ 
ner  than  the  vulgar  do.  And  by  joining  to  that 
delicacy  of  manners,  which  is  their  undifputed  pro¬ 
perty,  a  fund  of  ufeful  knowledge,  with  a  folidity 
of  reaibiiing,  they  mull:  affed  their  hearers  with 
pleafure,  improvement,  and  admiration.  What 
entertainment,  delight,  and  reputation  would 
not  their  drawing-rooms  afford  them,  if  changed 
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into  academies  !  And  with  what  folid  peace  and 
recreation  would  not  their  very  retirement  be  at¬ 
tended  !  Never  lefs  alone  than  when  alone,  how 
many  folitary  hours  would  they  be  able  to  fill  with 
advantageous  amufements  !  How  many  melancho¬ 
ly  thoughts  would  be  diffipated  by  the  pleafmg 
penfivenefs  of  mind-engroffing  ftudy  !  Flow  many 
griefs  expelled  by  the  folace  of  philofophy  !  How 
many  foul-dilating  comforts  might  they  inhale 
from  the  ledture  of  well-written  books !  How  ma¬ 
ny  diverting  voyages  and  journies  might  they  take 
over  a  globe  !  Flow  widely  might  they  range  the 
world,  penetrate  to  the  very  center  of  the  earth  and 
feas,  or  foar  to  the  higheil  heavens,  on  the  wings 
of  fancy,  without  danger,  expence,  or  the  pains  of 
flirring  from  their  clofets  !  How  little  time  would 
they  then  find  occafion  for  means  to  aflafilnate  t 
Or  rather,  how  follicitous  would  they  then  be  to 
multiply  their  minutes  to  hours,  their  days  to 
months,  and  their  years  to  ages !  The  thirfb  of 
learning,  which  the  bare  tafte  of  truth  is  capable  of 
giving,  would  make  them  live  an  eternity  by  anti¬ 
cipation,  and  grafp  an  infinity  of  knowledge  in 
imagination  and  wifii. 

Such  of  my  fex  as  have  been  earlily  fo  far  in- 
fedted  by  the  artifice  of  the  Men  as  to  have  only  an 
ambition  to  pleafe,  may,  by  the  help  of  ftudy,  gra¬ 
tify  even  that  weaknefs,  and  render  it  both  ufeful 
to  others,  and  unhurtful  to  themfelves.  The  beau¬ 
ty  of  the  mind,  which  is  to  be  attain’d  only  by  a 

proper 


(  280  ) 

proper  application  to  ftudy,  cannot  but  add  a  dou¬ 
ble  luftre  to  their  native  charms.  Women  of  very* 
ordinary  perfons,  who  are  but  witty  and  provided 
with  ufeful  knowledge,  are  generally  efteemed  by 
both  fexes  *  and  however  homely  they  may  ap¬ 
pear,  their  advantages  of  mind,  cultivated  by  ftu¬ 
dy,  fo  amply  lupply  the  fcantinefs  of  natural  graces 
and  fortune,  that  we  often  fee  them  talk  them- 
felves  handfome  and  agreeable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
niceft  critics  of  beauty.  What  power  of  charming 
then  may  not  thofe  ladies  without  vanity  hope  for* 
who,  to  all  the  endearments  which  nature  and  for¬ 
tune  could  lavifh  on  their  perfons,  add  the  fupe- 
rior  graces  of  a  mind  and  heart  enrich’d  with  ufe¬ 
ful  learning  and  virtue  !  By  the  authority  of  thefe, 
both  the  one  and  the  other  fort  muft  attract  the 
admiration  and  efteem  of  all  Men,  they  will  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  rnoft  refined  entertainments  of  the 
learned  of  the  oppofite  fex,  and  reign  in  their  hearts 
on  a  double  account.  The  Men  will  find  it  their 
intereft  to  confult  them  in  every  affair  of  impor¬ 
tance  ;  and  though  the  love  of  power  may  hinder 
thofe  from  admitting  them  to  any  fiiare  in  govern¬ 
ment,  they  will  at  leaft  treat  them  with  deference, 
as  they  become  fenfible  of  wanting  their  advice 
and  afliftance  to  execute  with  fafety  and  honour 
the  affairs  they  are  charged  with.  There  is  then 
no  one  reafon  to  be  afiigned  why  the  Women  fliould 
not  apply  themfelves  to  the  ftudy  of  the  fciences  ; 
but  there  are  many  and  weighty  ones  too  why 
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they  fhould :  the  lead  of  which  is,  that  properly 
methodifed  ftudies  can  be  no  injury  to  any  of  them, 
however  little  progrels  they  Hiould  be  able  to  make  \ 
and  muft  be  of  eminent  fervice  to  them  and  to  all 
Mankind  in  general.  Since  if  they  take  care,  as 
they  will  when  properly  inftrudted,  not  to  let 
their  ftudies  break  in  upon  the  immediate  duties 
of  their  ftation,  they  cannot  fail  to  turn  out  better 
children,  better  parents,  better  fervants,  miitrefies, 
or  wives,  and  better  fubjefts  to  the  ftate,  than  in¬ 
dolence  and  ignorance  is  capable  of  making  them. 

From  what  I  faid  in  my  former  treadle  con¬ 
cerning  the  natural  ability  of  Women  for  military 
offices,  no  one  could  well  be  fo  weak  as  to  imagine 
I  wanted  my  fex  to  be  admitted  to  any  ffiare  in 
them.  The  contrary  muft  appear  very  plain  from 
what  I  there  faid.  I  neither  meant  nor  could 
mean  any  thing  more  than  on  one  hand  to  expofe 
the  exceffive  fillinefs  of  the  Men ,  who  force  them- 
felves  to  believe,  from  the  Women' s  being  excluded 
from  warlike  exercifes,  that  they  are  naturally 
cowards,  and  therefore  unfit  for  them  •,  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  Ihew  that  the  heart  of  Woman  is  no 
lefs  capable  by  nature  of  that  fteady  refolution. 
which  makes  up  virtuous  courage,  than  her  head 
is  of  that  fenfe  and  difcretion  which  is  requifite  to 
diftinguiffi  the  proper  occafior.s  for  exerting  it. 
And  I  think  I  have  already  fo  fully  proved  that 
the  Men  have  no  more  title  to  either  than  the 
Women ,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  add  much  more  on 
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that  fubjed.  If  the  Men  are  more  hardy  than  we 
are  ;  that  advantage,  as  I  have  already  obferved, 
ought  greatly  to  be  attributed  to  their  difference 
of  education.  Were  both  fexes  equally  exercifed, 
the  one  might  poflibly  acquire  as  much  vigour  as 
the  other.  Nay,  we  have  feen  it  verified  in  fad  in 
many  .common-wealths,  where  wreftling  and  other 
exercifes  were  common  to  both  fexes  ;  and  if  the 
accounts  of  our  mariners  be  right,  the  fame  is 
{till  true  among  a  fort  of  Amazonian  race  in  the 
fouth  parts  of  America  ;  not  to  mention  that  virago 
breed  among  the  Butch ,  who  are  ftronger  and 
hardier  than  the  ftouteft  Men  among  them.  If 
many  Women  are  fhy  and  timorous  even  out  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  danger,  they  may  thank  the 
Men  for  the  exceffive  induftry  made  yfe  of  to  inure 
them  from  their  infancy  to  fear.  A  girl  is  taught 
not  to  think  herfelf  in  fecurity  under  the  eye  of  her 
governefs,  nor  under  the  wings  of  her  mother ;  is 
perpetually  frighted  with  ftories  of  Hob-goblins  in 
all  the  corners  of  the  houfe,  and  ever  provided 
with  matter  of  fear  againft  fhe  is  alone.  In  the 
ftreets,  in  the  town,  in  the  country,  or  wherever 
fhe  is, there  is  fomething  to  apprehend  for  her  fafety : 
And  not  even  the  church  is  to  exempt  her  from 
perils,  if  without  her  guards.  What  wonder  then 
the  greateft  natural  courage  fhould  be  loft  in  fear, 
or'  that  this  ihould  grow  up  with  children  thus 
educated  ?  And  yet  it  is  undeniable  matter  of  fad, 
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thefe  fears,  and  dared  the  greateft  real  dangers  on 
laudable  occalions.  It  there  are  a  few  fuch  incon- 
fiftent  creatures  as  my  adverfary’s  friends  Tremula 
and  Viragina,  as  I  never  intended  to  efpoufe  the 
caufe  of  fuch,  or  any  of  the  fools  or  bad  W men 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  expofe,  I  think  it  but  little 
concerns  me  to  plead  any  excufe  for  them  and 
therefore  fhall  leave  them  tojuftify  themlelves  as 
well  as  they  can.  Neither  do  I  think  it  at  all  reflects 
any  difgrace  on  our  fex,  that  there  are  a  few  W men 
of  bad  or  weak  characters ;  confidering  how  few  they 
comparatively  are,  and  how  much  the  far  greater 
part  of  Women  out-lhine  the  Men  in  fenfe  and  vir¬ 
tue,  while  the  worft  characters  of  a  few  particu¬ 
lars  among  them  are  very  lhort  of  the  wickednefs 
and  folly  of  many-general  characters  among  thefe. 
The  bringing  a  character  or  two  of  a  few  cowardly 
Women,  bred  up  in  the  fchool  of  fear,  can  have 
but  little  force  to  prove  that  all  Women  are  cowards 
by  nature  ,  while  hiitory  perpetuates  the  memoi  y 
of  many  who  have  facrificed  their  lives  for  a  good, 
caufe.  The  few  inftances  I  have  produced  in  my 
former  Treatife  may  exempt  me  from  quoting  the 
warlike  bravery  of  Deborah,  ‘J’halejlris ,  Penthejllea, 
Camilla,  and  many  others,  who  have  gallantly 
fought  in  the  caufe  of  their  country.  I  might  add 
a  lift  of  innumerable  female  martyrs,  who  have 
braved  the  acuteft  torments  mannifti  brutality 
could  invent,  baffled  the  barbarous  invention  of 
the  crueleft  tyrants,  and  fmiled  on  death  for  the 
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fake  of  C kriil.  I  might  bring  up  the  rear  with  a 
warlike  maid  of  France ,  who  freed  her  prince  and 
country  from  over- powering  oppreflion,  fnatch’d 
conquefl  from  a  victorious  enemy,  and  died  as 
bravely  amidft  the  flames,  as  fhe  had  fought  intre¬ 
pidly  her  way  to  glory  through  the  fwords  of  in¬ 
numerable  holts.  But  what  need  is  there  for  fo 
many  inllances  to  prove  an  undeniable  truth,  that 
Women  in  general  never  want  a  heart  to  defpife 
death,  whenever  it  Hands  in  competition  with 
their  honour  or  their  confcience  ?  Let  the  memory 
of  the  brave  and  virtuous  Mallonia  never  be  for¬ 
gotten,  whom  all  the  promifes  and  afliduities  of 
Tiberius  could  never  induce  to  fuffer  the  leall  Itain 
on  her  chaftity  *,  and  yet,  when  in  confequence  of 
his  brutal  revenge  fhe  was  facrificed  to  the  violence 
of  his  domeftics,  as  brave  as  fhe  was  chalte,  fo  far 
was  fhe  from  fetting  any  value  on  life,  or  having 
any  dread  of  death  or  pain,  that  fhe  nobly  walh’d 
off  her  difgrace  with  her  generous  blood,  by 
lodging  a  dagger  in  her  bread.  The  daughter  of 
Sextus  Marius ,  immortal  Rubellia ,  avoided  the  like 
difgrace  by  timely  difpatching  herfelf.  And  Eufebiay 
the  beautiful  Eufebia ,  died  on  the  fame  glorious 
account  by  her  own  undaunted  hand,  to  efcape  the 
favage  violence  of  the  Emperor  Maxentius.  Nor 
was  the  death  of  Venuna  a  lefs  glorious  inffance  of 
the  intrepidity  of  our  fex,  where  our  honour  is  con¬ 
cern’d.  This  lady  lor  her  extraordinary  beauty 
was  pro  mi  fed  to  the  grand  Signior  Selvin  by  his 
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general  Mahomet ,  who  was  befieging  Nicojfia  in 
wdiich  fhe  then  was.  But  her  valour  and  virtue 
difappointed  them  both.  She  was  inform’d  of  the 
defign  againft  her,  and  therefore  as  foon  as  ever 
the  town  was  taken  fhe  threw  herfelf  into  that 
part  of  it  which  was  in  flames,  to  preferve  her 
chaftity  unfully’d.  Adrochia  and  Alcidda ,  the 
daughters  of  Antipenus  prince  of  Thebes ,  to  reflore 
peace  and  fafety  to  their  country,  to  which  their 
exquiflte  beauty  and  extraordinary  merit  were  like 
to  be  the  innocent  means  of  ruin  and  utmoft  de¬ 
flation,  generoufly  kill’d  themfelves.  But  was  I 
to  rehearle  a  thoufandth  part  of  the  glorious  deeds 
of  this  kind  done  by  Women,  I  Ihouid  never  have 
done. 

I  do  not  pretend,  however,  from  any  thing  I 
have  faid  concerning  the  valour  of  thefe  illuftrious 
ladies,  to  juftify  fuicide.  Even  in  them  nothing 
but  the  ignorance  and  fuperftition  of  the  barbarous 
ages  they  lived  in  could  excufe  felf-deftru&ion. 
But  thofe  were  times  when  the  extravagance  of 
manniih  wickednefs  was  fuch,  as  laid  them  under 
a  necefiity  of  deifying  the  moft  horrid  vices,  as 
they  had  not  yet  the  fecret  of  our  modern  heroes 
of  iniquity  to  keep  vice  in  countenance,  by  de¬ 
throning  the  powers  of  Heaven,  and  treading  reli¬ 
gion  into  contempt.  No  wonder  then  that  the  Wo¬ 
men  of  thofe  times,  who  could  have  no  other  lights 
of  religion  to  a£t  by  than  they  received  from  the 
Men ,  fhould  refeue  themfelves  from  vice  and  cor¬ 
ruption, 
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roption,  by  fuch  means  as  they  were  taught  to  look 
upon  as  the  moil  heroic  of  virtues.  And  howe¬ 
ver  the  adion  be  criminal  in  itfelf,  it  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  noble  in  them  under  fuch  circumftances  ;  and 
is  fufficient  to  prove  that  V/omen  have  as  much 
true  courage  as  the  Men,  when  their  own  virtue  and 
honour,  or  the  public  good,  calls  upon  them  to  ex* 
ert  it.  Tho\  independently  of  all  thefe  inftances> 
there  needs  no  greater  argument  of  their  courage 
and  fpirit,  than  that  they  dare  be  virtuous,  not- 
wkhftanding  the  little  chance  they  have  of  being 
at  all  upon  any  equal  footing  with  the  Men  while 
they  perfevere  to  be  fo. 

The  conduct  of  Women ,  whatever  kind  of  life 
they  embrace,  is,  generally  fpeaking,  remarkably 
virtuous ;  they  who  chufe  to  keep  their  freedom, 
feem  born  only  for  patterns  and  examples  to  o- 
thers  •,  chriftian  modefty  appears  in  their  counte¬ 
nance  and  drefs,  and  honour  and  goodnefs  feem  to 
make  their  chief  ornaments.  In  a  word,  their  affi- 
duity  in  works  of  piety  and  religion,  is  a  fufficient 
proof  that  their  chief  reafon  for  not  engaging  in  a 
matrimonial  ftate  was  to  enjoy  fuch  a  liberty  of 
mind,  and  fuch  a  freedom  of  heart,  as  might  dif- 
pcnfe  them  from  attending  to  any  other  objeds 
than  heavenly  ones.  Humanity  and  chriftian  com¬ 
panion  are  virtues  fo  peculiar  to  our  fex,  that  they 
feem  born  with  us.  The  miferies  of  our  neigh¬ 
bours,  our  enemies  not  excepted,  feldom  fail  to  af- 

fed  us  with  a  concern  little  inferior  to  that  with 
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which  we  feel  our  own  :  and  any  fuffering  of  others 
need  but  reach  our  eyes  to  penetrate  to  our  fouls. 
Is  it  not  the  Women  who  in  public  calamities  are 
the  mod:  lavifh  in  their  charities  ?  Which  of  the 
two  fexes  is  the  readieil  to  melt  into  companion 
for  the  poor,  to  vifit  the  Tick,  or  to  relieve  the  im- 
prifon’d  ?  Tho5  I  cannot  think  it  a  jot  more  ab- 
furd  to  ridicule  and  contemn  fuch  generous  crea¬ 
tures,  as  beneath  the  very  miferabie  objects  they 
voluntarily  fubmit  to  ferve,  than  it  is  to  fay  or  think 
that  Women  are  inferior  to  the  Men ,  becaufe  the 
former  have  virtue  and  fortitude  enough,  for  the 
fake  of  peace  and  charity,  to  fubmit  to  the  flavery 
of  humouring  the  latter^  tho’  fo  very  much  in  ge¬ 
neral  below  them,  in  every  confideration  but  that 
of  bulk  and  ftrength. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcend  to  particulars : 
otherwife,  was  I  to  relate  the  feveral  virtues  which 
Women  make  appear  in  the  different  occurrences  of 
life,  I  might  fay  enough  to  ftrike  envy  itfelf  dumb, 
and  force  jealoufy  to  do  them  juflice.  I  could 
fhew  to  what  a  length  they  carry  their  temperance 
in  eating,  their  fobriety  in  drinking,  and  their  mo. 
deration  in  every  innocent  pleafure  of  life.  How 
fhining  is  their  patience  in  trouble,  their  courage 
in  dangers,  their  fortitude  in  affliction,  their  con- 
ftancy  under  the  fharpeft  pangs  !  How  frequent 
their  fatigues,  their  fallings,  their  watchings,  for 
the  eafe  of  their  hufbands  and  the  good  of  their 
children  !  What  compliance  do  they  not  ufe  that 
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they  may  live  peaceably  with  the  former,  fubmit- 
ting  to  their  caprice,  doing  nothing  without  their 
confent,  and  laying  a  reftraint  on  themfelves  in 
the  moft  innocent  freedoms,  as  well  as  depriving 
themfelves  of  the  moft  harmlefs  pleafures,  merely 
to  free  them  from  fantaftic  l'ufpicions  !  But  with¬ 
out  enlarging  on  thefe  truths,  for  a  confirmation 
of  them  I  need  but  remit  my  candid  readers  to 
their  own  obfervation.  What  I  omit,  to  fpare  the 
modefty  of  my  fair  fillers,  the  honeft  part  of  the 
Men  have  continual  opportunities  of  obferving  in 
public  and  private,  at  court  as  well  as  in  the  clofet, 
at  public  affemblies,  or  domeftic  interviews,  in  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich,  and  in  Women  of  every 
quality,  rank,  and  degree. 

To  draw  then  to  a  conclufion,  let  it  fairly  be 
confider’d,  what  my  adverfary  has  done  for  the 
defence  of  his  own  fex,  and  the  humiliation  of  ours. 
Why,truly,  throughout  his  whole  laborious  drudge¬ 
ry  of  wit,  he  has  been  able  to  fum  up  no  better  ar¬ 
guments  than  a  few  voluntary  afiertions,  mifap- 
plied  witticifms,  difagreeable  characters  applicable 
only  to  a  very  few  particulars,  a  heap  of  abufive 
quotations,  and  an  idle  collection  of  foul-mouth’d 
fcurrilities  from  the  antients,  as  void  of  truth  and 
appearance  of  reafon,  as  thofe  of  his  own  advan¬ 
cing.  But  among  all  this  congeries  of  impertinen- 
cies,  he  has  not  been  able  to  contradict  one  fingle 
argument  I  have  advanced  in  my  former  Treatife  ; 
and  tho’  he  has  many  times  labour’d  to  do  it,  he 
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has  hobbled  fo  in  the  attempt  as  palpably  to  point 
out  the  lamenefs  of  the  caufe  he  efpoufes.  As  to 
the  learned,  on  whofe  authority  our  adverfary  lays 
fuch  a  mighty  ftrefs,  there  cannot  need  much  diffi¬ 
culty  to  rid  us  of  them.  Every  one  knows  that 
as  their  profeffion  does  not  oblige  them  to  the 
ftrideft  enquiries,  probability  and  appearance  to 
Poets  and  Orators ,  to  Hiftorians  the  teftimony  of 
antiquity,  however  falfe,  and  to  Lawyers  cuftom 
and  pradice,  however  fenfelefs,  are  generally  fuffi- 
cient  for  perfuading,  which  is  the  chief  end  they 
propofe  to  themfelves.  Indeed,  as  to  Philofophers , 
one  might  exped  fomething  more  folid  from 
them,  as  they  are  apt  to  lay  a  claim  to  abundance 
of  wifdom.  Tho’  if  we  examine  their  writings^ 
and  compare  the  many  abfurdities  they  advance 
with  the  few  tolerable  things  they  ftumble  upon, 
and  again  compare  the  belt  of  their  reafonings  with 
the  common  run  of  their  adions;  we  ffiall  find  them, 
for  the  moft  part,  a  fet  of  inconfiftent  madmen, 
creatures  poffefs’d  of  as  little  juft  title  to  the  name 
of  wife  men  as  our  Bedlam  penfioners,  who  probably 
might  have  acquired  the  title  of  Sages  too,  had 
they  lived  in  thofe  ignorant  bigotted  ages,  whm 
their  rants  would  have  been  taken  for  ipfpirations, 
and  the  rational  things  they  utter  in  their  lucid  in¬ 
tervals  for  grave  apothegms.  Neverthelefs  I  have 
plainly  ffiewn,  that  thefe  gentlemen,  whatever 
they  might  fay  in  their  delirious  fits,  have  not  fail’d 
to  do  the  IVomen  juftice  at  their  returns  of  reafon. 
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Though  had  they  never  faid  any  thing  in  our  fa¬ 
vour,  what  they  have  faid  to  our  difparagement 
can  have  little  weight  in  the  eyes  %  of  the  fenfible 
part  of  mankind,  fince  they  are  not  only  to  be  con- 
fider’d  as  Men,  and  confequently  parties  concern’d, 
but  likewife  as  fubjed  to  the  fame  humours,  pre¬ 
judices,  paffions,  peevifhnefs,  revenge,  &c.  as  the 
reft  of  that  fex }  and,  therefore,  as  they  have  not 
ftrengthen’d  their  affertions  with  any  ftronger  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon,  than  our  adverfary  has  his,  all 
they  fay  or  he  fays  can  amount  to  nothing  in  point 
of  evidence. 

The  fame  may  be  faid  of  thofe  other  claftic  au¬ 
thors  my  adverfary  has  been  fo  free  with  ;  if  they 
have  faid  any  thing  in  fome  parts  of  their  writings 
to  the  difcredit  of  lome  Women,  they  have  faid 
more  to  their  advantage  in  general  y  and  none  of 
them  ail  have  been  half  fo  fevere  on  the  fair  fex  as 
they  have  been  on  their  own ;  but  particularly  Ju¬ 
venal,  whom  our  adverfary  quotes  with  fo  much 
pomp  :  For  if  in  one  of  his  furiy  fits  he  has  fallen 
foul  on  the  Women,  and  undiftinguifhingly  abufed 
them  in  one  fatire,  he  found  vices  enough  among 
the  Men  to  bellow  all  his  other  fifteen  upon  them. 

However,  for  the  fummary  of  all  the  accufations 
laid  againft  us,  it  is  faid,  by  thefe  gentlemen,  that 
wc  are  more  malicious  and  wicked  than  th-  Men. 
Nov/  furely  the  Men  cannot  mean,  by  this  charge, 
that  there  are  more  bad  Women  than  bad  Men : 
for  that  is  amanifeft  falfhood.  We  have  no  fhare 
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in  public  employments,  the  abufe  of  which  is  the 
caufe  of  all  public  calamities  •,  and,  in  private  life, 
our  virtue  is  too  exemplary  to  be  difputed,  and 
the  diforders  of  the  other  fex  too  notorious  to  call 
them  in  queftion.  All  then  which  our  accufers 
either  antient  or  modern,  can  mean  by  calling  us 
great  evils,  or  wicked  things,  mu  ft  be  that  Rich 
of  our  fex  as  do  give  their  minds  to  evil  do  it  in  a 
more  refined  manner,  and  drive  it  farther  than  the 
Men  are  able  to  do,  however  walling.  Now,  grant¬ 
ing  this  to  be  fo,  what  can  our  adverfary  infer 
from  hence,  but  what  is  rather  to  the  credit  than 
difcredit  of  our  fex  in  general  ?  It  is  impoffible  for 
a  Woman  to  be  capable  of  doing  much  mifchief, 
without  having  good  parts,  and  a  Capacity  to  do 
as  much  good.  So  that  in  this,  bad  Women  com¬ 
paratively  eyed  with  Men-,  are  but  like  rich  wicked 
perfons,  who  are  more  wicked  than  the  poor,  be- 
caufe  more  in  a  condition  for  hurting.  If  fuch 
Women  can  do  much  harm,  they  could  alfo  do 
much  good.  As  therefore  it  is  owing  to  the  igno¬ 
rance  the  Men  educate  them  in  that  they  are  worfe 
than  Men  *,  knowledge,  on  the  contrary,  would 
make  them  as  much  better.  But  as  I  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  my  adverfary  will  undertake  to  defend  the 
a&ions  of  all  the  felons,  murderers,  parricides, 
tyrants,  and  vile  perfons  of  his  fex,  fo  neither  do 
I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  defend  the  few  perfons 
of  ours,  who  have  been  guilty  of  manifeft  crimes. 
No,  we  are  as  ready  to  give  them  up  to  public  re- 
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fentment,  as  our  adverfary,  or  any  of  his  iex,  can 

be  for  devoting  them  to  it. 

The  queftion  is  not  whether  there  have  been  and 
are  any  ill  JVomen  in  the  world,  but  whether  there 
have  not  been,  and  are  not  actually  many  more 
good  ones.  That  there  are,  is  a  truth  fo  manifeft, 
that  our  antagonift  will  find  it  no  eafy  tafk  to  dii- 
prove  it.  At  lead,  to  carry  on  the  attempt  with 
fuccefs,  he  muft  come  a  little  clofer  to  the  point 
than  he  has  hitherto  done.  For,  after  all,  will  the 
boldly  advancing  things  without  making  them  out, 
the  cracking  a  joke,  quoting  a  few  fentences  from 
Men  in  a  paiTion  or  out  of  their  fenfes,  railing  with 
abufive  fluency,  fearching  all  hiftory,  and  ranging 
the  whole  nation  for  a  few  fingular  inflances  of 
bad  Women?  fuffice  to  juftify  his  finging  victory  as 
he  does  ?  *1  ho  1  am  not  difpofed  to  diipute  the 
truth  of  the  characters  he  has  given,  yet  they  are 
fo  very  odd  and  uncommon,  that,  however  well 
each  may  fuit  the  Woman  it  was  drawn  to  refera¬ 
ble,  they  are  fo  very  unlike  the  generality  of  my 
fex,  that  few  would  be  inclined  to  think  any 
Woman  is  affeCted  by  them.  The  fame  cannot  be 
faid  of  the  portraits  I  have  here  given  of  the  Men. 
I  made  but  one  perfon  indeed  fit  for  each  ;  and 
yet  every  one  is  a  near  refemblance  of  fo  many, 
that  mod  people,  I  dare  fay,  will  be  inclined  to 
think  them  defign’d  for  the  out-lines  of  the  whole 
fex.  So  that,  like  the  famous  piece  of  Apelles , 

once  they  are  expofed  to  public  view*  I  fhall  not 
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be  furprized  to  hear  all  the  upright  unfeather'd 
animals  in  the  town  braying  to  their  likenefs  in 
feme  one  or  other  of  them.  But  however  loud 
and  ungrateful  a  noife  this  confufion  of  uncouth 
founds  may  produce,  it  will  only  ferve  to  divert 
me,  as  it  can  affed:  no  otherwife  than  with  laugh¬ 
ter  any  of  that  fex  who  have  a  juft  title  to  the 
character  of  Men  of  fenfe  and  virtue. 

For  I  do  not  deny  that  there  are  fome,  nay  many 
who  are  fuch,  though  it  muft  ft  ill  be  own’d  that 
thofe  many  would  dwindle  to  the  appearance  of  a 
very  infigniheant  number,  if  compared  with  the 
much  greater  number  of  Men  who  can  juftiy  lay- 
no  pretence  to  being  either  virtuous  or  fenfible. 
Still  I  am  willing  to  be  juft,  which  I  could  not  be 
was  I  to  follow  my  adverfary’s  method  of  involving 
the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Thos  it  may  be  per¬ 
fectly  agreeable  to  his  principles,  from  the  over- 
ftrain’d  charaders  of  a  few7  particular  bad  and  foolifh. 
Women ,  as  much  fhun’d  and  defpifed  by  us  as  by 
himfelf,  to  draw  in  his  conclufion  a  general  odium 
upon  our  whole  fex  *5  I  ftiould  think  it  both  wicked 
and  abfurd  in  me  to  conclude  that  all  the  Men  are 
knaves,  or  fools  or  both,  becaufe  much  the  major 
part  of  them  are  fo.  No,  let  the  guilty  of  both 
fexes  bleed,  if  my  adverfary  will  have  it  fo,  till 
their  worth lefs  lives  ebb  out :  But  let  not  the  in¬ 
nocent  feel  the  edge  of  fatire’s  weapon.  Since  the 
major  part  of  our  fex  are  virtuous  and  difereet* 
what  danger  have  the  Men  to  apprehend  from  am 

know- 
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knowledging  them  fuch  ?  And  if  there  are  a  few 
Men  of  fenfe  and  honour,  exceptions  from  the 
general  rule,  why  fhould  we  be  afhamed  to  do 
them  juflice  ?  I  myfelf  know  fome  of  this  chara&er 
and  refpeft  them  as  fuch  *,  and  tho3  many  of  my 
fex  have  but  too  bleeding  reafon  to  be  averfed  to 
the  whole  of  the  other,  for  the  little  fenfe  or  virtue 
they  have  found  in  any ;  to  fpeak  impartially,  I 
may  juilly  fay  that  I  have  no  perfonal  reafon  to  be 
offended  with  fo  much  as  one.  Thanks  to  propi¬ 
tious  providence,  the  ftate  of  life  it  has  placed  me 
in,  has  railed  me  above  the  reach  of  knaves,  and 
bleft  me  with  the  liberty  of  lhunning  fools.  The 
little  acquaintance  I  have  chofen  to  cultivate  with 
any  of  that  fex,  has  ever  been  with  Men  of  fenfe, 
and  thofe,  for  aught  I  have  reafon  to  believe,  Men 
of  virtue  too.  Indeed  I  have  never  had,  and  hope 
I  never  fhall  have,  occafion  to  put  to  trial  the 
honour  and  honefty  of  any  but  two,  as  I  have 
never  encouraged  an  intimacy  with  any  but  them, 
and  their  goodnefs  is  trial-proof.  One  is  Honorio 
my  guardian,  and  Claudio  who  was  my  writing- 
mailer  is  the  other. 

This  gentleman  has  very  good  natural  parts, 
and  without  any  regular  education  has  treafur’d  up 
in  his  mind  a  great  deal  of  very  ufeful  knowledge, 
by  the  help  of  which,  and  the  excellent  redeflions 
which  experience  has  taught  him  the  art  of  making, 
he  is  qualified  to  afford  folid  entertainment  to  per- 
fcns  of  the  beft  and  moil  improved  underflanding. 

It 
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It  is  difficult  however  to  fay  which  in  him  is  belt, 
the  mind  or  the  will  :  fince  if  from  the  one  we 
may  guefs,  that,  properly  applied,  he  would  have 
been  capable  of  ffiining  in  any  fphere  he  had  been 
placed  in ;  the  other  difcovers  a  propenfity  to 
every  thing  that  is  good.  Not  only  a  Arid  moral 
Man  but  an  exemplary  Chriftian,  he  has  an  uni- 
verfal  benevolence  for  all  Mankind.  In  ffiort,  it 
may  truly  be  faid,  that  with  regard  to  intentional 
good  his  head  and  his  heart  are  never  at  odds. 
And  yet  with  all  thefe  virtuous  and  fenfible  quali¬ 
ties  there  are  fome  vifible  defeds  in  both.  His  de¬ 
fire  of  feeing  all  Men  as  good  as  he  labours  to  be 
himfelf,  makes  him  infupportably  peeviffi  to  thofe 
who  are  not  fo  ;  and  his  love  of  truth,  which 
makes  him  often  miftake  good-breeding  for  infm- 
cerity,  and  therefore  hurries  him  into  an  offenfive 
affedation  ol  bluntnefs,  puts  it  out  of  his  power  to 
make  them  otherwife.  With  goodnefs  to  a  fault 
he  is  humble  to  inconliftency.  For  while  he  la¬ 
bours  to  enhance  and  raife  his  virtues  in  the  fight 
of  God  by  his  own  mean  opinion  of  them,  he  de- 
prelfes  and  forfeits  his  fenfe  in  a  thoufand  childiffi 
ways  to  the  eyes  of  the  world  by  ration  it  too  hinh. 
Tho5  a  very  good  writing- mailer,  what  he  chiefly 
excelis  in  is  accompts.  Fie  has  happily  hit  upon  a 
new  and  eafler  way  of  working  ibme  few  rules  in 
arithmetic  ;  and  the  vanity  with  which  this  little 
excellence  is  fwoln  in  his  heart,  too  narrow  for 
every  tiling  but  naked  piety,  boils  up  to  his  very 
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brain,  and  intoxicates  the  whole  Man  :  infomucli 
that  there  is  great  danger,  if  I  may  be  allow  d  the 
metaphor,  of  his  drowning  a  world  ot  folid  merit 
in  a  fea  of  froth.  If  you  afk  him  a  queftion  oh 
ever  lo  important  or  indifferent  a  fubjedf,  it  is  much 
if  he  don’t  anfwer  you  with  a  numerical  problem. 
His  confcioufnefs  of  being  a  good  figurift  renders 
it  difficult  to  convince  him  that  is  not  as  good  a 
Merchant,  Lawyer,  Phyfician,  Soldier,  Statefman, 
Philofopher,  and  even  Divine  *,  when,  but  for  the 
hopes  I  retain  of  his  recovery  from  this  profound 
dream,  I  fhould  fear  that  he  will  foon  ceafe  to  be 
both  a  good  companion  and  a  good  Man.  And 
yet,  notwithftanding  all  the  feexcrefcencies,  I  think 
nq  Man  at  prefent  more  worthy  the  refpect,  efteem, 
and  friendfhip  of  all  who  know  him  than  Claudio , 


If  I  except  one. 

That  one  is  Honorio ,  whofe  extraordinary  worth 
the  happy  years  I  lived  under  his  wing  afforded 
me  frequent  opportunities  of  becoming  thoroughly 
acquainted  with.  What  is  aflonifhing  for  a  noble* 
man,  he  has  both  excellent  parts  and  a  great  deal 
of  learning  t  and  what  is  moie  afbonifhing  flill, 
he  is  poffefl  of  the  quinteffence  of  honour  unbor¬ 
row’d  from  titles.  Not  a  great  Man  becaufe  a 
lord,  the  excellence  ol  his  underftanding  and  pro¬ 
bity  led  rather  than  railed  him  to  the  peerage  . 
the  firft  of  his  illuftrious  family  rewarded  with  a 
coronet,  he  is  behind  none  of  his  anceftors  in  the 

worth  which  deferves  one  •,  and  the  glory  to  winch 
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his  great  and  good  qualities  have  lifted  his  race 
and  name  in  his  own  perfon  can  receive  no  other 
augmentation  than  that  of  additional  ermin.  And 
yet  not  all  this  tide  of  fplendor  can  hurry  him  to 
pride  or  meannefs  :  but  fafely  fteering  from  either 
extreme  along  the  mid-ftream  of  dignity,  he  can 
ftoop  with  courtefy  to  the  perfon  the  moft  abject: 
who  has  virtue  and  fenfe,  while  with  contempt  he 
overlooks  folly  or  vice  in  the  higheft  eminence. 
Humanity  feems  to  have  taken  up  her  favourite 
feat  in  his  bofom ;  and  all  other  virtues  in  concert 
with  wifdom  feem  to  have  entrench’d  themfelves 
in  his  heart,  to  reign  fecure  from  the  attacks  or  fur- 
prizes  of  a  vicious  idiot  world.  It  will  feem  an 
hyperbole  in  a  peer  when  I  add  that  he  is  not  only 
a  nice  Chriftian  in  his  own  prahtice,  but  zealous  in 
the  propagation  of  the  chriftian  name  both  at 
home  and  abroad  in  the  way  he  thinks  right  j  and 
with  the  art  of  frequenting  a  court  untainted  by 
it’s  vices,  he  has  the  happy  fecret  to  make  his 
own  manfion  a  chapel  of  eafe  without  the  form  of 
one,  by  the  fan&ity  of  his  manners,  the  purity 
of  his  converfation,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  ex¬ 
ample.  In  fhort  he  almoft  excels  my  adverfary’s 
ideal  Philanthropies ,  and  is  very  near  as  perfect  a 
being  as  human  nature  can  afpire  to :  the  beft  of 
hufbands,  the  beft  of  fathers,  the  beft  of  guardians, 
the  beft  of  fubjehts,  and  to  every  one,  who  has  the 
leaft  pretenfion  to  merit,  the  beft  of  friends.  Still 
Honorio  has  his  foibles :  he  is  a  little  difpofed  to 
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cany  politics  to  party,  and  fuffers  his  religion  to 
lean  a  little  to  bigotry.  An  excefs  of  loyalty  to 
the  prince  he  loves  makes  him  backward  to  oppofe 
the  meafures  of  a  minifter  he  difapproves  ^  and 
prejudice  for  the  left  he  was  educated  in  makes 
him  labour  rather  to  convince  himfelf  that  the  faith 
he  profefles  is  right,  than  to  examine  impartially 
whether  it  really  is  fo  or  not.  So  that  this  excel¬ 
lent  Man,  with  the  moil  generous  zeal  ior  the  good 
of  his  country  and  religion,  trulls  the  one  to  fancy, 
and  the  other  to  chance. 

What  a  pity  is  it,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  what  a 
deplorable  fatality  on  that  fex,  that  the  moll  amia¬ 
ble  and  the  moll  glorious  characters  among  them, 
fliould  be  thus  furrounded  with  oddities !  But  it  is 
even  lo  j  and  inconfiflency  is  fo  inseparably  blend¬ 
ed  with  their  nature,  that  they  would  ceafe  to  be 
Men ,  could  they  be  all  of  a  piece. 

Where  fhall  we  find  among  the  Men  that  uni¬ 
form  grandeur  of  foul  which  is  fo  univerfally  ad¬ 
mired  in  Clarilla  ?  Ever  the  fame,  inflexibly  good, 
and  always  difcreet  •,  her  wifdom  and  virtue  know 
no  alteration  but  the  improvement  which  every 
day  produces  in  her  mind  and  heart.  The  beauty 
of  her  external  frame  is  fuch  as  angels  would 
make  choice  of  in  an  earthly  embafly,  to  make 
themfelves  more  welcome  ;  and  then,  her  foul  feems 
form’d  of  the  fame  heavenly  fubllance  theirs  are. 
All  fpirit,  life,  and  intuition,  her  very  look  is  fenfe, 
her  words  are  emanations  of  intelligence,  and  all 
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her  actions  thought.  Miftrefs  of  every  ufeful  know¬ 
ledge  fcience  can  impart,  and  yet  more  the  mii- 
trefs  of  herfelf,  tho’  born  to  outfhine  the  brighteft 
o-eniufes  the  letter  d  world  is  lit  by,  like  cloiftei  d 
faints,  fhe  courts  obfcurity  behind  the  veil  of  mo- 
defty.  Her  beauty,  fenfe,  and  learning  contribute 
no  more  to  make  her  lorward  or  affirming, than  her 
referve  does  to  make  her  folemn,  formal,  or  affedt- 
ed.  But  gay  with  a  becoming  gravity,  aftablewith 
dignity,  and  focial  with  decorum,  whether  filent 
or  fpeaking  fhe  is  ever  affording  inftrudtion,  while 
intent  to  receive  it.  Such  grace  and  meaning  ani¬ 
mate  her  fpeech  and  pradtice,  that  all  fhe  fays  or 
does  breathes  out  the  wifdom  fire  is  big  with,  and 
looks  the  fame  fhe  is.  In  her  the  very  pantings  of 
the  heart  are  virtues  :  for  every  virtue  has  a  man- 
fion  there.  But  ftill  benevolence,  chriftian  bene¬ 
volence,  like  the  noon-day  orb,  gives  file  and  light 
to  all  the  reft,  and,  like  that  too,  fheos  its  un¬ 
bounded  influence  on  good  and  bad  alike,  for 
Clarilla  is  a  chriftian,  and  an  obfervant  one  too, 
not  by  chance,  caprice,  or  prejudice,  but  infpira- 
tion  and  conviction  •,  and  fo  clofe  a  copy  of  hei 
Saviour,  that  file  is  all  to  ail  to  gain  all,  honour¬ 
ing  the  wife  with  efteem,  diftinguifhing  the  good 
with  her  friendfhip,  and  treating  the  bad  with  ten- 
dernefs,  indulgence,  and  mercy,  it  is  enough  to 
be  poor,  or  afllidted,  to  obtain  relief  fiom  her  *,  and 
more  than  enough  to  be  ftck,  in  prifon,  01  difticls, 
to  merit  the  bleffing  of  her  fight  and  anihance, 
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The  widow,  the  orphan,  and  the  opprefs’d,  find 
made  up  in  her  the  lofs  of  ahufband,  a  father,  and  a 
friend  ;  and  if  all  human  nature  feel  not  the  effeds 
of  her  unlimited  bounty,  ’tis  for  want  of  her 
having  a  fortune  to  fupply  all,  and  hands  to  diftri- 
bute  it.  And  yet  fhe  fuffers  not  the  money  and 
time  fhe  bellows  on  the  neceffitous  to  injure  the 
circumftances  of  her  family,  or  break  in  upon  her 
duties  to  it.  She  is  as  induftrious  in  her  oecono- 
my  at  home,  as  fhe  is  liberal  in  her  charities  a- 
broad  j  and  the  prudence  with  which  fhe  diftri- 
butes  her  pity  enables  her  to  be  fo.  She  has  a 
time  for  the  embellifhment  of  her  mind,  a  time 
for  the  affairs  of  her  houfe,  a  time  for  converfa- 
tion  with  her  domeftic  friends  and  out-door  ac¬ 
quaintance,  a  time  for  the  relief  of  her  neighbour, 
and  a  time  for  her  innocent  relaxation  ;  and  tho* 
the  purity  of  her  intention  makes  all  thefe  but  fo 
many  varied  fcenes  of  prayer,  fhe  can  Till  find  a 
time  to  allot  more  efpecially  to  private  devotion. 
By  thefe  fagacious  means,  fhe  has  gain’d  a  happy 
facility  of  ading  fucceflively  the  part  of  a  wife, 
virtuous,  careful,  tender  wife  to  her  hufband,  a 
difcreet  and  indulgent  parent  to  her  children,  a 
gracious  miftrefs  to  her  fervants,  an  inftrudive 
entertaining  companion  to  her  friends  and  acquain¬ 
tance,  an  univerfal  benefadrefs  to  human  nature, 
a  judicious  friend  to  herfelf,  and  not  only  a  ufeful 
fubjed  to  the  ftate,  but  a  faithful  fervant  to  her 
God  i  all  which  file  is,  without  the  leaft  vanity  or 
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©ftentation.  Rather,  if  fhe  has  any  fault,  it  is  that 
of  being  too  anxious  to  hide  fo  much  exemplary 
worth  ;  which  envy  dares  not  blaft,  nor  fufpicion 
call  in  doubt ;  which  adverfity  could  never  affect 
but  with  fortitude,  nor  profperity  but  with  hu ru¬ 
ble  nefs  :  fo  very  humble,  that  tho’  learned  and 
wife  to  admiration,  none  can  labour  lefs  to  appear 
fo  •,  and  tho’  good  to  perfection,  none  can  be  lefs 
difpofed  to  think  fo.  In  fhort,  the  lowlinefs  of 
opinion  fhe  has  of  herfelf  makes  her  conftrue  the 
juft  praifes  fhe  receives  from  friends  into  inftruc- 
tive  reproofs,  as  the  univerfal  generality  of  her 
wifhes  to  others  makes  her  foften  into  accident  or 
overfight  the  injuries  fhe  receives  from  her  ene¬ 
mies  :  for  enemies  fhe  has,  but  they  are  fuch  only 
as  it  would  be  a  difgrace  not  to  be  at  variance  with, 
and  fuch  as  providence  has  provided  her  with  on 
purpofe  to  point  out  the  excellence  of  her  charity 
in  forgiving  *,  which  fhe  does  with  as  much  chear- 
fulnefs  as  if  fhe  flood  never  fo  much  in  need  of  for- 
givenefs  ;  tho5  at  the  fame  time  fhe  is  perpetually 
ftudious  to  live  fo  free  from  faults  and  the  want  of 
pardon  herfelf,  as  if  fhe  was  determin’d  never  to 
grant  it  to  others. 

How  many  other  illuftrious  Ladies  now  living 
might  I  not  name,  of  no  lefs  fhining  characters 
than  Clarilla  ?  But  I  content  myfelf  with  this  one 
noble  inftance  of  womanly  worth,  fufficient  of  it- 
felf  to  make  the  whole  oppofite  fex  chafe  with  en¬ 
vy 
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vy,  for  want  of  fouls  capable  of  reaching  fo  much 
real  excellence.  For  real  it  is,  however  the  nar- 
rownefs  of  fome  Men's  minds  may  difpofe  them 
to  look  upon  it  as  a  fidtion.  Have  not  the  Men 
then  the  greateft  reafon  to  be  afhamed  of  their  un- 
juft  ufurpation  of  fuperiority  over  us,  who  can 
fhew  fo  little  title  to  even  an  equality  of  merit  in 
head  or  in  heart  ?  What  though,  by  brutal 
ftrength  of  body,  they  have  diftrained  all  the 
roods  of  it,  and  appropriated  all  the  power  of 
them  to  themfelves }  have  they  thence  fufficient 
grounds  to  believe  themfelves  foie  mailers,  or  e- 
ven  poffeffors  of  the  riches  of  the  foul  ?  Are  the 
Women ,  therefore,  to  be  included  in  the  lawlefs 
ufurpation,  as  creatures  made  only  for  their  ufe  ? 
I  am  very  confident,  if  they  think  fo,  they  would 
be  much  more  firmly  convinced  of  the  contrary, 
were  all  authority  lodged  in  our  hands,  as  it  was 
amonsft  the  Amazons .  But,  after  all,  if  the  Men 
are  obflinately  bent  on  imagining  that  they  are 
endow’d  with  a  greater  capacity  for  wifdom,  and 
a  greater  propenfity  to  virtue  than  our  fex  is,  be 
it  fpoken  to  their  never-ending  fhame,  that  they 
omit  no  induftry  to  itifle  their  capacity,  and  give 
that  propenfity  a  contrary  bias  ;  while,  to  their 
immortal  glory,  the  generality  of  Women  inw 
prove  their  talents,  whether  great  or  little,  to  a 
much  better  ufe  than  the  beft  of  the  other  fex. 
And  as  for  the  few  Women  who  make  an  ill  ufe 
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of  the  favours  beftow’d  on  them  by  nature,  let- 
kich  of  the  Men  as  are  guiltlefs  throw  the  firlt 
done  of  vengeance  at  them.  But  then,  as  the 
Men  have  fo  much  the  power  of  revenge  in  their 
own  hands,  let  them  fet  down  fatisfied  with  glut¬ 
ting  their  cruelty  at  the  expence  of  the  few  bad. 
Women  who  merit  their  indignation,  without  ex¬ 
tending  their  undiftinguifhing  fury  to  the  wife 
and  virtuous  many  who  deferve  their  profoundefr 
refpefb  Tho’,  let  their  provocation  be  ever  fo 
great,  as  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  nobleft  re¬ 
venge  a  Woman  can  load  the  Man  with,  who  in¬ 
jures  her,  is  to  expole  him  to  infamy,  by  fuch  a 
greatnefs  of  behaviour  as  may  attract  her  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  world  j  fo  I  am  fatisfied,  that  the 
wifefl  and  moll  effectual  vengeance  a  Man  could 
inflict  on  a  Woman  who  wrong’d  him,  would  be  to 
force,  by  his  conduct,  ail  the  world  to  upbraid  her, 
while  he  forbore  to  do  it  himfelf.  Tho5  fe  verity 
may  fometimes  feem  abfolutely  requifite,  it  can 
never  be  confident  with  either  juftice  or  prudence 
to  apply  it,  till  mildnefs  and  good  ufage  have  been 
found,  by  experience,  ineffectual  to  reclaim  her. 
There  are  indeed  fome  injuries  a  Man  may,  and 
now  and  then  does  receive  from  a  wife,which  fcarce 
any  fatisfa&ion  can  atone  for  ;  but  then,  before  a 
Woman  be  charged  with  thofe,  let  evidence  appear 
againft  her  •,  and  let  not  dubious  ground,  or  the 
furmifes  of  jealoufy,  fupply  the  place  of  conviftion. 

If 
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If  the  vanity  of  feme,  and  the  malice  of  others* 
is  made  the  rule  of  judgment,  what  virtue  can  be 
fafe  ?  Ariofto* s  Br  adamant  Gonfalo’s  Aurijtilla , 
and  Shakefpear* s  Othello ,  are  fuffident  to  fhew  how 
prone  jealoufy  is  to  give  appearance  to  the  upper 
hand  of  truth,  to  the  grievous  and  utter  opprefiion 
of  the  moft  fpotlefs  innocence. 

Was  it  po liable  for  the  Men  to  dived:  them- 
felves  of  jealoufy  and  malice,  they  would  find  as 
little  room  to  complain  of  the  virtue  of  Women  as 
they  have  reafon  to  under-rate  our  capacity.  But 
for  the  prolixity  of  running  thro’  the  records  of 
time,  it  would  be  eafy  to  make  appear,  that  W men 
have  never  yielded  to  the  Men  in  any  thing  that  is 
o-ood  or  great,  but  have  often  furpafs’d  them  in 
both.  They  have  on  many  occafions  lhewn  a 
greater  excellence  of  virtue  and  genius  .  and  then 
wit  as  well  as  their  judgment  has  ever  flione  with 
brighter  luitre  in  parrallel  circumftances.  hi  a n y 
have  glorioufly  govern’d  the  greateft  empires  with 
a  moderation,  dignity,  and  wifdom  not  to  be  ex¬ 
ceeded  ;  and  numbers  have  adminifter’d  juftice 
with  an  integrity  equal  to  that  of  an  Athenian  judge, 
and  a  fagacity  nothing  inferior  to  that  of  a  Hebrew 
monarch.  How  many  have,  by  the  intrepidity  of 
their  conduct  and  the  if tength  of  their  parts,  re- 
ilor’d  honour  and  fafety  to  their  nation,  tranqui¬ 
lity  to  their  people,  and  a  peaceful  crown  to  their 
hufbands !  And  how  many  have  raifed  the  glory 
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of  arms  by  their  valour  in  the  field,  or  with  more 
than  heroic  bravery  render’d  the  walls  of  a  city  im¬ 
pregnable,  by  the  courage  with  which  their  prefence 
and  example  has  animated  the  champions  who  are 
defending  it !  I  could  mention  legions  of  ladies 
whofe  immaculate  purity  has  been  proof  againfl 
the  mod  dreadful  menaces  and  dazzling  promifes 
of  tyranny  and  power  •,  and  who,  with  aftoniffiing 
greatnefs  of  foul,  have  triumph’d  over  vice  and 
infidelity,  amidft  the  mod  excruciating  tortures. 
I  could  name  almoft  an  infinity  of  others,  who  have 
furpafied  the  Men  in  their  erudition  and  familiarity 
with  every  laudable  fcience,  wno  have  fathomed 
the  moft  ufeful  and  profound  myfteries  of  nature, 
penetrated  through  the  abftrufeft  fecrets  of  policy, 
refined  morality  to  its  niceft  purity,  and  raifed 
themfelves  to  the  higheft  peak  of  Chriftian  per¬ 
fection. 

In  a  word,  if  it  was  not  for  the  narrow  limits 
this  little  Treatife  confines  me  to,  I  could,  from 
the  fingle  evidence  of  Hiftory,  which  is  fo  much 
perverted  to  debaie  us,  throw  fuch  a  dazzling  glo¬ 
ry  round  my  whole  fex,  as  would  fuffice  to  lender 
their  honour  inacceffible  by  the  moft  prefumptuous 
and  daring  of  the  Men.  However,  what  I  omit 
at  prefent,  I  may  poffibly  make  up  hereafter,  by 
giving  a  parallel  hiftory  of  the  moft  eminent  per- 
fons  of  both  fexes  in  paft  ages,  for  virtue  or  vice. 
In  the  mean  time,  what  I  have  here  barely  hinted 

will  fuffice  to  convince  the  moft  obftinate  of  that 
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fex,  who  have  any  fenfe  left,  that  if  the  Men  have 
by  fraud  and  violence,  gain'd  a  fuperiority  of  power 
over  us,  we  (till  retain  our  original  fuperiority  of 
fenfe  and  virtue  over  them  :  and  if  they  are  not 
sfhamed  of  truth,  they  muff  own  that  the  bell: 
qualities  they  are  matters  of  give  them  no  more 
title  to  an  equality  with  us  in  the  perfections  of 
foul,  than  their  homely  aukward  figures  can  jufti- 
fy  their  vying  with  us  in  the  charms  of  personal 
beauty  and  graces. 


